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BOOK THE EIGHTH.— {coNTrauBD). 



CHAPTER VIII. 



Don Ahastasio de Rada, a geutl«inaa of Gre- 
nada, voi Uruig happily in the town of Antequera, 
with Donna Estephania his wi&, who united every 
charm of person and mind with the most imqoes- 
tiooable virtue. If her affection was lively towarda 
her husband, Mb love for her waa violent beyond all 
bounds. He was naturally prone to jealousy ; and 
though wantonness could never assume such a sem- 
blance as his wife's, his thou^ta were not quite at 
rest upon the subject. He was apprehensive lest 
some secret enemy to hie repose might make some 
attempt upon his honor. His eye was turned as- 
kance upon all his friends, except Don Hubeito de 
Hordales, who frequented the house without suspi- 
cion in quality of Estephania'e cousin, and was the 
only man in whom he ought not to have confided. 
Don Huberto did actually fall in love with his 
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10 GIL BLAS. 

cousin, And ventured to make his eentiments known, 
in contempt of conaanguinit; and the dee of Iriend- 
Bhip. The lad^, who waa considerate, instead of 
making an outcry which might have led to fatal con- 
eequences, reproved ber kinamaD gentlj, represented 
to him the extreme criminality of attempting to se- 
duce her and dishonor her husband, and told him 
very seriously that he must not flatter himself with 
the most distant hope. 

This moderation mily inflamed the seducer's ap- 
petite the more. Taking it for granted that, as a 
woman who had been accustomed to save appear- 
ances, she only wanted to be more strongly urged, 
he began to adopt little freedoms of more warmth 
than delicacy, and had the assurance one day to put 
the question home to her. She repulsed him with 
unbridled indignation, and threatened to refer the 
punishment of his offence to Don Anastaeio. Her 
suitor, alarmed at such an intimation, promised to 
drop die subject ; and Estephania, in the candor of 
her soul, forgave him for the past. 

Don Huberto, a man totally devoid of principle, 
could not feel his passion to be foiled without enter- 
taining a mean spirit of revenge. He knew the 
weak side of Don Anastaaio'a temper. This was 
enough to engender the blackest design that ever 
scoundrel plotted. One evening, as he was walking 
alone with this misguided husband, he said with an 
air of extreme uneasiness. My dear friend, I can no 
longer live without unburdening my mind ; and yet 
I would be forever silent, but that you value honor 
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UISTDBY OF DON ROGER DE RADA. H 

tkr above a treacherous rqxwe. Your acute feelings 
and my owd, od points which concern domestic in- 
juries, forbid me to conceal what is passing in your 
{amily. Prepare to hear what will occasion you as 
mudi grief as astonishment. I am going to wound 
you in the tenderest part. 

I know what you mean, interrupted Don Anasta- 
aio, in the first burst of agony ; your cousin is un- 
faithful. I no longer acknowledge her for my cousin, 
replied Hordales with impassioned vehemence ; I dis- 
own her, as unworthy to ehaie my friend's embraces. 
This is keeping me too long upon the rack, exclaimed 
Don Anastasio ; say on; what has Estephania done? 
She has betrayed you, replied Don Hub^^. You 
have a rival to whom she listens in private, bat I 
cannot give you his name ; for the adulterer, under 
favor of impeneftable darkness, has escaped the ken 
of those who watched him. All I know is, that you 
are duped : of that loct I am well assured. My own 
share in the disgrace is a sufficient pledge of my v&- 
raci^. Her infidelity must be palpable indeed, when 
I turn Estephania's accuser. 

It is to no purpose, continued he, watching tiie 
suocessfiil impression of his discourse, — it is to no 
porpose to discuss the subject iiirther. I perceive 
your indignation at the treacherous requital of your 
love, and your thoughts all aiming at a just revenge. 
Take your own course. Heed not in what relatioQ 
to you your victim niuy stand ; but convince the 
whole city that there is no earthly being whom you 
would not sacrifice to your honor. 
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Thus did the trutor exasperate a too credulous 
husband against an innocent wife ; depicting in such 
glowing colore the infamy in which he would be 
plunged, if he left the insult unpunished, as to 
hei^ten his anger into madneBa. Behold Don An- 
astaeio with his mind completely overturned, as if 
goaded hy the Furies. He returned homewards with 
^e frantic design of mordering His ill-fiited wife. 
She was just going to bed when he came in. He 
kept his pafision under for & time, and waited till 
the attendants had withdrawn. Then, unrestrained 
by the fear of vengeance from above, by the vulgar 
scorn which must recoil upon an honorable family, 
by natural affection for his unborn child, since his 
wife was near her time, he approached his victim, 
and sud to her in & furious tone of voice, \ow is 
your hour to die, wretch as you arc ! One moment 
only is your own, which my relenting pity leaves 
yoQ to make your peace with heaven. I would not 
that your soul should perish eternally, thou^ your 
earthly honor is forever lost. 

At these words he drew his dagger. Estephania, 
just speechless with terror, throwing herself at his 
feet, hesou^t him, with uplift hands and inarticu- 
late agony, to tell her why he raised his arm against 
her life. If he suspected her fideUty, she called 
heaven to attest her innocence. 

Id vfun, in vain, replied the infuriated murderer ; 
your treason is but too well proved. My inhuma- 
tion is not to be contradicted : Don Huberto . . . 
Ah 1 my lord, interrupted she with eager haste, you 
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miut bold your trust aloof from Don Hubeito. He 
is less your friend thsii you imagine. If he has said 
Mig^t against my viitue, believe him not. Restnun 
that in&moua tongne, replied Don Anaatasio. By 
iq;»peaJiiig against Hordales, you condemn yourself. 
YoQ would ruin your relation in my esteem, because 
he is acquainted with your misconduct. You woold 
invalidate bis evidence against you; but the arti- 
fice is palpable, and only wbets my t^petite far ven- 
geance. My dear husband, rejoined the innocent 
Kstepbania, while her tears flowed in torrents, be- 
ware of this blind rage. If you follow its iostiga^ 
tion, yon will perpetrate a deed for which you will 
hate yourself, when conriaced of its iujuetice. In the 
name of heaven, compose your disordered spirits. 
At least give me time to clear up your suspicions ; 
yon will then deal candidly by a wife who has noth- 
ing to reproach herself with. 

Any other than Don Anastasio would have been 
touched t^ her pleadings, and still more by her 
agonizing affliction; but the barbarian, far from 
being softened, ordered the lady once again to rec- 
ommend herself briefly to mercy, and liAed his arm 
to strike the blow. Hold, inhoman as yon are I 
cried she. If your love for me is as if it had never 
been, if my lavish fondness in retnm is all blotted 
from your memoiy, if my tears have no eloquence 
to disarm your hellish purpose, have some pity on 
your own blood. Launch not your frantio hand 
against an innocent, who has not yet breathed this 
vital air. You cannot be its executioner without 
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14 OIL BLAS. 

the curse of heaven and eartlj. As for myself, I can 
forgive my murderer ; but the butcher of his own 
child — think deeply of it ! — must pay the dreadiiil 
forfeit of so detestable a deed. 

Determined as Don Anastaaio was to pay no at- 
tention to anything Estephania could say, he could 
not help being affected by the frighdul images these 
last words presented to hie soul. Wherefore, as if 
^prehensive lest nature should play the traitress to 
revenge, he hastened to make sure of his staggering 
resolves, and plmiged .hie dagger into her bosom. 
She fell mottonlese on the ground. He thou^t her 
dead, aod on that euppoeiUon left hie house im- 
mediately, to be no more seen at Antequera. 

In the mean time, the unhi^py victim of ground- 
leas suspicion was so stonned with the blow she had 
received, as to remain for a short interval on the 
ground vrithout any signs of life. Afterwards, 
coming to hereelf, she brought an old female servant 
to her aseistance by her plaints and lamentations. 
That good old woman, beholding her mietress in bo 
deplorable a state, waked the whole household, and 
even the nei^boihood by her cries. The room was 
soon filled with spectators. Surgical aseistance was 
sent for. The wound was probed, and pronounced 
not to be mortal. Their opinion turned out to be 
oorrect, for Estephania soon recovered, and was in 
due time delivered of a eon, notwithstanding the 
cruel drcumstancee in which she had been placed. 
That son, Signor Gil Bias, you behold in me ; I am 
the fruit of that dreadful pregnancy. 
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AVomen, when chaste as ice, whea pure as snow, 
seldom escape calumny : this plague, however, 
though virtue's dowry, did not alight upon my 
mother. The bloody scene passed, in common fame, 
for the transport of a jealous husband. My father, 
it is taue, bore the character of a passionate nuui, 
proue to kindle into fury ou the slightest occasion. 
Hordalee could not but suppose that his kinswoman 
must suspect him of having sown wild fancies in the 
mind of Don Anastasio, so that he satisfied himself 
with this imperfect relish of revenge, and ceased to 
importune her. But, not to be tedious, I shall pass 
over the detail of my education. SufiSce it to say, 
that my principal exercise was fencing, which I 
practised regularly in the moat famous schools of 
Grenada and Seville. My mother waited with im- 
patience till I was of age to measure swords with 
Don Huberto, that she might inatmct me in the 
grounds of her complaint against him. In my eigh- 
teenth year, she submitted her cause to my arbitra- 
ment, not without floods of teare, and every symptom 
of the deepest anguish. What must not a son feel, 
if he has ^e spirit and the heart of a son, at the 
oigfat of a mother in such distressing circumstances ? 
I went immediately and called out Hordales ; our 
place of meeting was private, as it should be ; we 
fougbt long and furiously ; three of my thrusts took 
place, and I threw him to the ground, like a dead 
dog despised. 

Don Huberto, feeUng his wound to be mortal, 
fixed his last looks upon me, and declared that ho 
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mrt hia death at my hands aa a just punishment for 
his treason againat tay mother'B honor. He owned 
that in revenge for the pangs of despised love he had 
resolved on her min. Thus did he breathe his last, 
imploring pardon from heaven, fi«m Don Anastasio, 
from Estephania, and from mysejf. I deemed it 
imprudent to return home and acquaint my mother 
of the issue ; fiune was sure to perform that office 
for me. I passed the momitains, and repaired to 
Malaga, where I embalmed on board a privateer. 
My outside not altogether indicating cowardice, the 
captain consented at once to enroll me among his 

We were not long before we went into action. 
Near the island of Alboutan, a corsmr of Millila fell 
in witli us, on his return towards the African coast 
with a Spanish vessel richly laden, taken off Car- 
thagena. We attacked the African briskly, and 
made ourselves masters of both ships, with ei^t^ 
Christians on board, going as slaves to Barbaiy. 
AAerwaids, availing ourselves of a wind direct for 
the coast of Grenada, we shortly arrived at Punta de 
Helena. 

While we were inquiring into the birthplace and 
condition of oar rescued captives, a man about fifty, 
of prepossessing aspect, fell under my examination. 
He stated himself, with a sigh, to belong to Ante- 
quera. My heart palpitated, without my knowing 
why ; and my emotion, too strong to pass unnoticed, 
exdted a visible sympathy in him. I avowed myself 
his townsman, and asked his family name. Alas I 
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aoBwenA he, yotir cnrioaity nukeB my boitow flow 
■ficflh. Eighteen years ago did I leave my home, 
where my remembrance ia coapled with scenes of 
blood and horror. You most yourself huve heard 
but too much of my atory. My name is Don Anas- 
tasio de Bada. MenaAil heaveo I exclaimed I ; may 
I believe my senses? And can this be? Don 
Anastaoo? Father I What is it you say, yonng 
man? exclaimed he, in his torn, with surprise and 
agitation equal to my own. . Are you that ill-fated 
in&nt, still in its mauler's womb, when I sacrificed 
ber to my fniy ? Yes, said I ; none othei did the 
Tittuons Estqjiania bring into the world, after the 
filial night when you left her weltering in her own 
Uood. 

Don Anastasio stifled n^ words in his embraces. 
For a quarter of an hour we could only mingle our 
inarticulate si^is and exclamations. After exbausU 
ing our tender recollections, and indulging in the 
wild expression of our feelings, my &ther lifted his 
eyes to bearen, in gratitude for Eetepbania saved ; 
but the next moment, as if doobtful of his bliss, he 
demanded by what evidence his wife's innocence had 
beea cleared. Sir, answered I, none but yourself 
ever doubted it. Her conduct hoe been unifoimlbr 
fpotJess. You must be undeceived. Know that 
DoD Hoberto was a traitor. In proof of this I un- 
folded all his perfidy, the vengeance I had taken, and 
his own con&esion before he expired. 

MyfiUher was lees delighted at bis liberty restored 
^aa at'theeelt^^ tidings. In thefbigctfulneBa<^ 
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•tmtMgj, be npmtfld dl hu fanner tnnsporto. Qs 
i^probstioii of me waa ardent and entire. Oome, 
1117 sen, said he, let oa aet out for Anteqaera. I 
bum with impatience to throv myself at tbe &et of 
• wife whom I haTS treated bo nnworthily. Since 
jaa have brought me aoqoainted with my owb ht' 
justice, my heart has been torn by lenunve. 
■ I was too eager to brilng together a oouple so near 
and dear to me, not to expedite oor journey as much 
as possible. I quitted the privateer, and with my 
diare of prize money bongfat two malee at Adra* my 
ftthflr not ohooains ■ gain to incur the hazard of ■ 
voyage. He fomid leisure on the road to relate his 
■drenturea, which I inclined to hear as Mriously aa 
did the Prince of Ithaca the Tarious recitals of the 
king hia lather. At length, after serecal days, we 
halted at the foot of a monntiiin near Anteqnsnu 
'Wishing to reach home privately, we weort not into 
the town tiH midnight. 

Yoo nkay guess my mother'a astomisfanKnt at 
beholding a hnaband whom she had thovg^ forever 
ket ; and the almost mbacnkua ciromnslaBoea of bit 
testoration were a seoond sonree of wonder. Ha 
flDtreated fo ygiv e n eaa for his barbaaity wilb marks of 
i^iartaaceao lively, that dtacaald notbotbeoLoved. 
Instead of looldng on ikn as a mnrderer, die only 
sawtbemaatowiioaewill high heaven had aolgected 
ber ; socb rdigioa is there in the name of husband 
to a virtuous wife 1 Estqihania had been so alarmed 
abgol me, that my retam filled her with rapture. 
But kir joy •■ diii aeootntt wm not without aUeviai* 
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tkm. A siMef of HordaIe# had instituted & criainal 
prooecation against hef brother'B antagoniM. The 
wairdi ibr me iraa hot, so that my mother, cousider- 
i&g home as iuBecnre, was pfunfillly asxiotis abont 
me. tt was therefore necessary to set out that very 
nigfat for oonrt, whither I come to solidt my pardon, 
and hope to obtain it by your generous intercession 
irith the prime minister. 

The g&Qant son of Don Anastado thus closed his 
AanatiTe ; after 'vduch I observed, wHh a self-eoflS- 
liieiit [Aynognomy, It is Well, Signor Don Roger ; 
dte oflfence seems to me to he Tsnial. I will under^ 
tain to lay the case before his excellency, and may 
Tc n t nr e to promise you his protection. He thanks 
my client lavished would have passed in at (me ear 
and out at the other, if they had not been hacked by 
assnTazices of more substantial gratitude. But when 
CDoe that string was toochedt every nerve and fibre 
of my &ame vibrated in unison. On the very same 
^y did I relate the whole story to the duke, wh6 
allowed me to present the gentleman, and addressed 
Um thos : Don Soger, I have been informed of the 
dnd which has broogfat yod to court; Santillane 
Ims laid all the particulan before me. Make yonr* 
Mif perfectly easy; yoa have done nothing but 
lAat the circlimstaoces ^ the case might almost 
warrant; and it is eq)ecially on the ground of 
woonded honor that his Mdjes^ is best pleased to 
sxtead his grace and &vor. Yon most be comi^tted 
for mere form's sake ; bat yon may depend on it, 
your oonfiacdooeDt shall be of abort duration. £a 
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Sontilliuie yoa have a zealooB friend, who wfU vatdi 
over yova interests and hasten your release. 

DcHi Boger paid his reepeetful acknowledgments 
to the minister, on whose pledge he went and snr^ 
rendered himself. His pardon was soon made ont| 
owing to my activity. In lees than ten days, I sent 
this modem TelemachoB htnne, to say, " How do yon 
do?" to his Ulysses and Penel<^; had he stood 
npon the mraits of his case without a protector, be 
mig^ hETe whined out a year's imprisonment, and 
scarcely have got off at last. My commission was 
but a poor hundred pistolee. It was no very ma^ 
nifioent haul ; but I was not as yet a Calderoaa, to 
torn op my nose at the small fry. 



CSAPTEB IX. 



This aSm gave me a relish for my trade; and 
ten pisttdes to Scipio, by way of lm>kerage, whetted 
his eagerness to start more game of the same sort. 
I have already done justice to his talents that way ; 
he mi^t as modestly have upended " the great " to 
dK tul of his name, as the most noted scomidrel of 
antiquity. !Ilie second customer he brought me was 
a printer, who manu&ctured books of chivalry, and 
bad made his fortune by waging war against common 
Mtose. This printer had pirated a woik bdosging 
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to a brother printer, and hia edition had been seized. 
For three himdred ducats I rescued hia copies oat of 
jei^fNudy, and saved him inan. a heavy fine. Thoo^ 
this was a tranaactioa beneaib the prime minister'B 
notice, his excellency coodeeoended, at Jay request, to 
interpoae his aothority. After the printer, a meiv 
dliant passed through n^ hands ; the oocasion was 
thna: A Pratognese vessel had been taken by s 
Baibaiy otHiBair, and retaken by a privateer firom 
Cadiz, Two thirds of the cai^ belonged to a mei^ 
diant at Lisbon, who, having claimed hia doe to no 
pnrpose, came to the conrt of Spain in search of s 
protector, with sofficient credit to procure him resti- 
tntion. I took iq> his caose, and be recovered his 
propCT^, dedncting tiie sum of four hundred pietolea, 
paid to me in consideration of laj disinterested zeal 
for joBtice. 

And now most surely the reader will call oat to 
me at this place. Well said, good master SantiUane I 
Make hay while the sun shines. Yon are on the 
high road to fortune; push forward, and outstrip 
your rivals. O \ let me alone for that. I spy, or 
my eyea deceive me, my servant coming in with a 
new gall that be has just cao^t. Even so I It is 
my very Scipio. Let us hear what he has to say. 
Sir, qaoth he, give me leave to introduce this emi- 
nent [oactitioner. He wants a license to sell his drags, 
during the term of ten yean, in all the towns of the 
Spanidi monarchy, to the ezclosion of all other 
qnacks ; in short, a monopoly of poisons. In grati- 
tude for this patent to thin mankind, he will preeent 
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4ie dooor irith » gntuU^ of two hnndred |HB(oleB. 
I looked auperciliouflly, like k patnm, at the DKPunte- 
bankf and told him thiit. his husineu ahoold bo dwe. 
^ lamenees and leprosy woijld have it, in the eoursQ 
oS a £ew daya, I aent him <m hia progresB throu^ 
Spain, inveetad with fiill powera to make the world 
ias oyater, and leave nothing bnt the ahell to hia 
impat«nted competitors. 

Beaidea that my avfliioe outran my accumulating 
wealth, I had obtained tha &ur boons just specified 
to easily from his gracei aa not to be mealy-mouthed 
about asking for a fifth. The town of Vera, on Uie 
coaat of Grenada, wanted a gOTeraor ; and a knight 
(^ Galatrava wanted the goveniment, for which he was 
willing to pay toe one thoiiwHid piatoles. Th^ min- 
ister waa ready to btint with laughing, to aee me so 
eager after the scut. By all the powers, my &iend 
Oil Bias, aaid he, you go to work tooth and nail I 
You have a most inveterate itoh to do as you would 
be done by. But mark me! When mere trifles 
ataud between ub, I shall not stand upon trifles ; 
but when govemmentB or other places of real value 
are in question, you will have iba modesty to b^ 
content with half the fee for younelf, and will «&• 
count to me Iqr the other half. It is inconoeivable 
at what expenae I stand, and how it preisea on my 
finaaoea to 8iq>port the dignity of my station ; fin- 
though diaiaterestedness looks vastly well in the eye^ 
o£ the world, yon are to understand, b^ween oor- 
selvea, diat I have made a solemn tow against ^p~ 
ying into my private fortune. Qn this hint, airaogq 
your future plana. 
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Mj loMter, hj this ditcooiM nBering iim flou 
the few of bdng tnmbleaome, ca rather ^[giog mi 
on to nm at the ring ibr everj prize, made me Btill 
more Troridly-mioded than ever I had been before. 
I should not have objected to circidatuig handhiUs, 
with an invitation to ail candidatea for places to 
Kfi^Y on certain temu at the sectetary'e office. M;f 
foDCtionB were here, Scipio'0 were there; and we 
mrt at the receipt of ciutom. My client got ths 
govenmient of Vera for hi§ thonund piatolea j and 
as OUT price was flzod, a knight of St. James met 
fais brother of CaJatrava in the market on an eq^ual 
footing. But mere gOTemors were paltry fi^ to 
67 ; I distributed orders of knighthood, and eon-> 
Terted soma good stupid burgesses into most insuf- 
feraUe gentry by one stroke c£ the pen, and a la- 
cing across the shooldets with a broadsword. Ths 
clergy, too, were not forgotten in my charities. 
Leaser preferments were in my gift ; everything up 
to prebendal stalls and coUef;iate dignitiea. With 
T^aid to bishoprics and archbisboprics, Don Bod* 
ligo de Calderona had the charge of onr holy rell- 
gum. Am church and state must always go together, 
sup r em e magistraciea, oommanderies, and viceroyal- 
liee woe ail in his gift ; whenoe the reader will na^ 
nnHy infer, that the a{q>er offices were little better 
tenanted than tlie lower ones ; since the subjects on 
whom our election &11, estabhsliing thdr pretensions 
oa a certain polpaUe criterion, were not necessarily 
and unavoidably either the cleverest or the best- 
ptfoofied people in thewold. We knew very w«U 
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that the wita and lampoonerB of Madrid made them- 
selres merry at our expense ; bat we borrowed oar 
philosophy from nuBerB, who hug tbmudTes nnder 
the hoodnga of the people, when th^ ooont over 
the accomulatioii of ihdr pelf. 

laocrates was in the ri^t to inainaate, in his ele- 
gant Qreek ezpiesaion, that what is got over Ute 
devil's back is spent under his belly. When I saw 
myself master of thirty thousand ducats, and in a 
&ir way to gain periiaps ten times as much, it seemed 
to be a necessity of ofEce to make such a figure as 
became the li^t band of a prime minister. I took 
a house to myself, and famished it in the immediate 
taste. I bou^t an attorneys caniage at second 
hand ; he had set it up at the au^eation of vanity, 
and laid it down at the suggestion of his banker. I 
hired a coachman and three footmen. Justice d^ 
mands that old and fiiithfiil serranta diould be pro- 
moted ; I therefore invested Scipio with the threefold 
honor of valet-deKdiambre, private secretary, and 
steward. But the minister raised my pride to its 
highest pitch, for he was pleased to allow my people 
to wear his livery. My poor little wits were now 
completely turned. I was little more in my senses 
than the disciples of Pondus Labro, who, by dint of 
drinking cumin having made themselves as pale 
as their master, thought themselves every idiit as 
learned ; so I could scarcely refrain from fimcying 
myself next of kin and presumptive beir to tlie Duke 
of Lerma himself. The populace might take me for 
his cousin, and people who knew better, for one of 
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bia bastards — a siupkdoii most flattering to mj pride 
of blood. 

Add to this, that after the example of his exod- 
lency, who kept a public table, I d^termiiied to give 
parties of my own. Piuaiiaiit thereonto, I commis- 
sioned Scipio to find me out a professed cook ; and 
he stumUed upon one who mi^ have dished up a 
dinner for Nomentaous, of dripping pan notoriety. 
My ceUar was well stored with the choicest wines. 
My establishment b^g now complete, I gave my 
house-warming. Every evening some of the clerks 
in the public offices came to sup with me, and affected 
a sort of political high life below etain. I did the 
honors hospitably, and always sent them home half 
seas over. Like master like man I Scipio, too, had 
his parties in the aervants* ball, where he treated all 
his choms at my expense. But besides that I felt a 
real kindness for that lad, be contributed to grease 
the wheels of my establishment, and was entiUed to 
have a finger in the dissipation. As a young man, 
aom« little license was allowable ; and the ruinous 
consequenoea did not strike me at the time. Another 
reason, too, prevented me from taking notice of it ; 
incessant vacancies, ecclesiastical and secular, paid 
me amply in meal and in malt. My surplus was 
increasing every d^. Fortune's conicle seemed to 
have driven to my door, there to have broken down, 
and the driver to have taken shelter with me. 

One thing more was wanting to my complete in- 
fandcation — that Fabricio mig^t.be witness to my 
pomp. He was, most probably, come back from 
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AiwTnliwift. For the fim of Bnrprisiiig him, I sent 
«& anonymous note, importiiig that a Sicilian noble- 
man of his aoqoaintancs would be glad of his com- 
pany to aupper, with the day, hour, and place of 
i^ipointment, which wm at mj house. Nunez came, 
and was most inotdinatdy astoniahed to recognize 
me in the Sicilian nobleman. Yes, my Mend, said 
I, behold the master of this family. I have a ret- 
inae, a good table, and a strong box besides. Is it 
possihle, exclaimed he with Tivaoity, that all this 
opulence should be yours ? It was well done in m« 
to have placed you with Count GaUano. I told yoa 
befoidiand that he was a generous nobleman, and 
would not be long before be set you at your ease. 
Of course you followed my wise advice, in giving 
the rein a little more freely to your servants ; yoa 
find the benefit of it. It is only by a Ittde mntnal 
accommodation, that the jnnncipal officers in great 
houses feather tJieir nests so comfortably. 

I sofiered Fabricio to go on as long as be liked, 
eomplimenting himself fixr having introduced me to 
Coimt Graliaoo. When he had done, to dustise his 
ecstasies at having procured me so good a post, I 
stated at ftll lengA the returns of gratitude with 
which that nobleman had recompensed my services. 
But, perceiving how ready my poet was to string his 
lyre to satire at my recitBl, I said to him, llie Sicil- 
iaa's ccmtemptiUe coodnct I readily fbigive. Be- 
tween ounelves, it is more a subject of (xaigratular- 
tion than of regret. If die ooont had dealt hononti* 
Uy by me, I ibeidd have fiiUowed him into SkOy* 
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where I should stiU be in a onboidiiutB eapwaty, 
wuting for dead mea's ahoes. Is a word, I sboold 
not now have been band in ^ve with the Duke a( 
Xienna. 

Nunez felt so strange a senaation at these last 
words* tliat he was tongn&Jied for BOme seconds. 
Then gnlpiing ap bis stanuncving acoenta like har- 
lequin, Did I hear arif^tf eaid he. What I you 
hand m glove with the jndme minister ? I on ons 
tide, and Don Bodrigo de Calderona on the other, 
answered I ; and aooording to all appearance, my 
ftntunes will move higgler. TVoly, replied he, this 
is admirable. Ton are out oat for every oocaaion. 
What a oniversal geuios 1 To borrow an e^ires- 
oon from the tennis-court, you have a raoket for 
every ball; nothing comes amiss to you. At all 
events, my lord, I am sincerely ngoioed at your 
kurdafa^'s prosperity. The deuce and all. Master 
Konexl intemqited I; good now, dispense with 
your lords and lordships. Let ns banish soch fbr« 
malities, and live on equal terms together. You 
are in the tight, replied he ; altered drcamBtancea 
qhonld not make strange &cea. I will own my 
weakness ; when you announced your elevation, yon 
took away my breath ; but the diill and the shudder 
are over, and I see only my old friend GHl Bias, 

Our eouTersadon was interm^ted by the arrival 
of four or five clerks. Gentlemen, said I, introdur* 
cdng Nunez, you are to sup with Siguor Don Pabri* 
ao, who writ«a verses of impenetrable sublimity, and 
such prose as would not know itsdf in tJw ^hs* 
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Unhicbily I wu taUing to gentry who wontd have 
had more feUow-feeling vHh bd orang ootang than 
with a poet, l^iey soaroelj condescended to look at 
him. In vain did he pan, parody, rally, or rail to 
hit their iandeB, for they had none. He was bo 
nettled at their indifference, that he assumed the 
poetic license, and made his escape. Our clerks 
nerer missed him, bat forgot at onoe that he had 
been there. 

Just as I was going out the next morning, the 
poet of the Aatorias came into my room. I b^ 
pardon, said he, for having cut your cIbtIcb bo ab- 
ruptly last ni^t : but, to deal freely, I was so modi 
out of my clement, Uut I should soon hare played 
old diaos with them. Proud pappies, with their 
starch and sel^important airl I cannot conoeive 
bow a clever fellow lilre yoa can sit it ont with smjt 
lontiah guests. To-day I will bring you some of 
more lifo and spirit. I shall be very much obliged 
to you, answered I : your introduction is sufficient. 
Exactly so, replied be. You shall have the feast of 
reason and tbe flow of soul. I will go fordiwith 
and invite tiiem, for fear they should engage tiiem- 
selvee elsewhere ; for h^tpy man be his dole who 
can get them to dinner or supper, they are such 
ezceUent company I 

Away vrent he ; and in the evening, at supper- 
time, retomed- with six authors in his train, -Mioia 
he presented one after another with a set speech in 
their praise. According to his aooonnt, the wits of 
Greece and Italy were nothing in comparison of 
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these, wboee worics ought to be jninted in letten of 
gfdd. I recdved tbie deputation firom the timeM 
nsten yery politely. My behavior was even in the 
extniTagance of good breeding ; for the republic of 
authors is a little monarohical in its demands upon 
our flattery. Ilioag^ I had given Scipio no espreaa 
direction respecting the nomber of covers at thia 
entertainment, yet knowing what a hungry and 
voluptuous race were to be crammod, he bad mustered 
the courses in more than tiwir full complement. 

At length, supper was announced, and we fell to 
mezrily. - My poets began talldng of their poems 
and themselves. One fellow, with the most lyrical 
assurance, numbered up whole boats of first-rate 
noI»li^ and high-^ing dames, who were quite en- 
raptured with bis muse. Another, thou^ it was 
not fi}r bim to arraign the ckxAea which a learned 
society had lately made of two new members, could 
not help saying that it was strange they should not 
have elected lum. All the rest were mncb in the 
same story. Amid the clatter of knives and forke, 
my ears were more discordantly dinned with versea 
and harangues. Hey each took it 1^ turns to give 
me a spedmen of their composition. One languishes 
out a sonnet ; another mouths a scene in a tragedy ; 
and a third reads a melancholy criticism on the 
province of comedy. The next in turn spouts an 
ode of Anacxeon, translated into most un-anacreontio 
I^Mnisb verse. One'of his Inctbren interrupts him, 
to point out the undassical nseof a particular phrase. 
Hie aotlKMr of the vernoa hy no means acquiesces in^ 
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ib» reowk; hence ariaes an ai^ument, in whkh 
all the litenid take one side or the other. Opinioas 
are nearlj balanced ; the disputants are nearly in a 
passion; as argmnent weakens, inTectiTfl growtf 
stronger ; they get fixim bad to worse ; over goea 
^ table, and up jump tiwy to fisticuffs. Fabricio, 
Scipio, mj coachman, my footman, and.myBe]f have 
•carcely lungs or strength to bring them to theii* 
senses. The moment the battle was over, off scam' 
pered they as if my boose had been a tavern, without 
the slightest apology for their ill behavior, 

Knnez, <m whoae word I had anticipated a vety 
pleasant par^, looked rather bine at this eondnsion. 
Well, my friend, said I, what do yon dunk of your 
literary acquaintance now? Am Ban as Apollo is on 
Fbrnasaoa, you lM>on^t me a most bladtgnard set. 
I will atkk to my clerks ; so talk no more to me 
about BQthors. I shall take care, answered he, not 
to invite any of them to » gentleman's house again ; 
fcNT these are the most select and well-mannered of 
the tribe. 



CBAPTBR X. 

TEX MORALg OP OIL BLAB MCOMM AT COURT IIUCB AS IT 

ratr Silt VMrs» uan AT ALL. a ooionssiog mou raa 

OQUMT DM LMJtOa. WHICa, lIKM MOST COVMT COMMiaUOrM. 
IMFUMS AM OfTMiaVM 

"Wwss once my name was op for a man after the 
I^nke of Lerma's own heart. J hnd very toOa laf 
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oonti about me. Evvj moraing was my antfr- 
chamber crowded with conqwojr, and my levees 
were all the &aluon. Two sorts of customera came 
to n^ shop ; one set, to engage my interpositkni 
frith the miiuBter, on fitir oommercial prmciplee ; the 
other set, to excite my oompassion by pathetia state- 
ments of their cases, and give me a lift to heavea on 
the packhorse of charity. The first were aoie <^ 
being beard patiently and served ^ligently ; with 
regard to tiie second order, I got rid of them at 
once by plaosible evasions, or kept them dangling 
till they wore their patieooe threadbare, and went 
(^ in a huff. Before I was about the oourt, my 
natme was compassionate and <jiaritahle ; but ten- 
deiiMSS ti£ heart is an nnfashionaUe &ail^ there, 
md mine became harder tliau any flint. Here was 
an admirable school to correct the romantio sensibili^ 
ties of fidcstdship : ncn* was my philosophy any longer 
assailable in that quarter. My mannear of dealing 
with Joseph Navarro, under tJie following circum- 
Btanees, will prove more than volumes on that head, 
lliis Navarro, the founder of my fiMtune, to whom 
toy obligBtionB were thick and threefold, paid me a 
visit (me day. With the warmest expressions of 
rcf;ard, such as he was in the habit of lavishing, he 
begged me to ask tbe Duke of Lenna fmr a certain 
situation for one of lus friends, a young man of ex- 
cellent qualities and undoubted mak, but encombered 
with aa inalulity of getting on in the world. I am 
wdl assured, added Joscf^, that with your good 
tad obliging di^Ki^tioo, you will be enr^ttured to- 
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ooufer a &Tor on a worthy man with a veiy sl^ider 
purse ; I am eure you will feel obliged to me for 
giving 70a an c^poitunity of carrying your benevo- 
lent inclinations into effect. This was just as good 
as telling me that the husmess was to be done for 
nothing. Hiough such doctrine was not quite level 
to my c^Kuuty, I still affected a wish to do as he 
desired. It gives me infinite pleasure, answered I 
to Navarro, to have it in my power to evince my 
lively sense of all your former kindness to me. It is 
enot^^ for you to take any man living by the hand ; 
irom that moment he becomes the object of my un- 
wearied care. Your &iend shall have the situation 
yoa want for him ; nay, he has it already : it is no 
longer any conoem of yours ; leave it entirely to me. 

On this aasurance Joseph went away in high glee ; 
nevertbelesB, the person he recommended had not 
die poet in question. It was given to another man, 
and my strong box was the stronger by a thousand 
ducats. This sum was infinitely preferable to all 
tiie thanks in the world, so that I looked pitifully 
blank when next we met, saying. Ah, my dear 
Navarro I you should have thought of speaking to 
me sooner. That Calderona got the start of me ; he 
has given away a certain thing that shall be name- 
leas. I am vexed to the soul not to meet you with 
better tidings. 

Joseph was fool enough to give me credit, and we 
parted better friends than ever ; but I suspect that 
he soon found out the truth, for he never came near 
me again. This was just what I wanted. Besides 
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tbrt the metaary of benefits received gnrted lunlily, 
it would not have be^i at sll the thing for r persoa 
in my then sphere to keep company with a certain 
deMiiption of people. 

The Count de Lemos hw been long in the back- 
grotmd ; let ns bring him a little forwarder on the 
canvas. We met occasionalljr. I had carried him 
a thousand pistoles, as tlie reader will recollect ; and' 
I now carried him a diouBand more, hy order of 
his ancle, the dake, out of bis excellency's funds 
^ng in my hands. On this occasion the Count de 
Lonos honoted me with a long conference. He in- 
fiirmed me that at length he had completely gained 
his end, and was in onrivalled possession of the 
I^ince of Spain's good graces, whose sole confidant 
he was. His next concern was to invest me with a 
ri^t honorable commission, of which he had already 
given me a hint. Friend Santillane, said he, now 
is the time to strike while the iron is hot. Spare no 
pains to find out some young beau^, worthy to while 
away t^ jvince'e amorous hours. You have your 
wit» about you ; and a word to the wise is sufficient. 
Go ; run about the town ; jffy into every hole and 
comer ; and when you have pounced upon anything 
Ukely to suit, you will come and let me know. I 
promised the count to leave no stone imtumed in 
the due discharge of my employment, which seemed 
to require no great Ibrce of genius, since Ihoprofess- 
ors of the science are so numerous. 

I had not hitherto been much practised in sach 
delicate inveatigatioaB, bat it was metre tliao pioba- 
vol. m. S 
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Us diat 3<iqM> hid) and Uiat hia talent l^pecoGirij 
that way. On my return home I called him ta> and 
qioke dituf to him in private : My good Mlotr. I 
have a very important secret to impart. Po yoa 
know that in the midat of fortune's &voni thara is 
something etiU vaatiiig to crown all my wiebea ? I 
can eauly guesB what that Isi inteinq>ted he, with- 
out gi™g me time to finish what I wa« going to 
Bay; you want a UttJe nmg bit of contraband aamw- 
ment, to keep you awalre of eveningB, and rub off 
the rust of bunneu. And, in &ct, it is a nurreOaua 
thing that yoa aboold have played the Joseph in tha 
heyday of your blood, yr^xa so many gnybeaxds 
aroond yoa are playing the Elder. I admire th9 
quickness of your apprehensicHi, replied I with % 
smile. Tea, my friend, a miatress is that Bomtthing 
still wanting ; and you shall dioose Sac me. Bat 
I fiirewam you that I am nice hungry, and must 
have a pretty person, with more than paasable mao- 
nera. The sort of thing that you require, returned 
Scquo, is not always to be met with in the marltti. 
Yet, as luck will have H, we an in a town what* 
ererything is to be got for money, sad I am in h<^ies 
ihat your commission will not hang hmg on hand. 

Accordingly within three days he palled me hy 
the sleeve ; I have discovered a treasure I a young 
la^ whosQ name is Catalina, of good &Baily and 
matchless beau^, living with her aunt in a small 
hooae, where they make both ends nteet ij cluhtong 
their little matters, and aei the slanderous world at 
dflfiaooe. Theirvraiting^Dsid,agixlofmyae<joa)nt- 
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•lint hu givoi me to aDdentaad tfait tiieir door, 
fltongfa barred agaioat all impertinent intnidieft, 
would torn upon its hinges to a rich and generous 
■utor, if he would only consent, for fear of prying 
nei^ibora, not to pay his visits till after ni^t&ll, 
and then in the most private manner possible. Here- 
npon I magnified yon as the properest gentleman 
in the world, and entreated piety in pattens to o£fer 
your hmnble aerrices to the ladies. She promised 
to do so, and to bring me back my answer to-moiv 
row morning at an i^ipointed place. That is all very 
well, answered I ; bat I am a&aid your goddess of 
bed^making has been running her rig upon you. 
No, no, replied he ; old InrdB are not to be can^t 
with chaff: I have already made inquiry in tlw 
ned^^iboriiood, and by the general report of her, 
Signora Catalina is a second Danae, on whom you 
win hare the h^ipinesa of coming down. 



Oat of oonoeit as I was irith the intrinsio ralue of 
lakes' &TorB, this was not to be scoffed at ; and as 
oar Mercary in petticoats came the next day to tell 
Scquo that it only depended on me to be introduced 
that very evening, I dropped in between eleven and 
twelve o'clock. The knowing one received nw with- 
out bringing a candle, and led me by the hand into 
a very neat ^Mrtment, where die two ladies were 
sitttBg on a satin sola, dressed in the most degant 
taste. Aa soon as they saw me enter, they got up 
md welcomed me in a style of such supcKior breed- 
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ing, M would not have diagnced the bij^t rank. 
The aunt, yrbow name was Signora Menda, diouj^ 
with tiie reiouns of beauty, had no attractions &r 
me. But the niece had a million, for she was a 
goddess is mortal form. And yet, to examine her 
criticaJly, Bhe could not have been admitted for a 
perfect beauty ; but then there was a charm abore 
all rules of symmetry, with a tingling and luzuriona 
warmth about her, that seized on men's hearts 
through their eyes, and prerented their brains from 
being too busy. 

Nether were mj senses proof against so i1»«g1|ng ^ 
display. I forgot my errand as pro^, and apoks 
on my own private individoal aocoont, with the 
mthusiasm of a raw recruit in 11m tender passion. 
The dear little creature, whose wit sounded in my 
ears with three times its actual acuteness, under 
&Tor of her natural endowments, made a complete 
conquest of me by her prattle. I began to launch 
out into foolish raptures, when the aunt, to bring m« 
to my bearings, led the conversation to the point in 
hand : Signor de Santillane, I shall deal very ex- 
plicitly with you. On the high encomiums I hava 
heard of your character, you have been admitted 
here without tlie al^ta^on of making much ado 
about trifles : but do not imagine tJiat your views are 
the nearer their termination for that. Hitherto I 
have brought my niece up in retirement, and yoa 
are, as it were, the veryfirst male creature on wh<mi 
she has ever set eyes. i£ yoa deem her worthy <£ 
being your wife, I shall feel myoelf hi^y honored 
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hf ^ nlliuice : it is for yon to consider wfaedier 
those terms suit 70a ; but yon cannot fasve her oa. 
che^>er. 

This was proceeding to business with aTengeance I 
It pot little Cupid to Sight at once : or else he was 
just going to try one of his sharpest arrows apon 
me. Bat a trace with ihe Pantheon I A marriage 
w bhmUy proposed dispelled the fairy rinon : I sunk 
back at once into the oonnt^ plodding agent, and 
duaging my tone, answered Signora Mencia thus : 
Madam, your frankness delists me, and I will meet 
it half way. Whatever rank I may hold at court, 
lower than the highest is too low for the peerlesa 
Catalina. A &r more brilliant offer waits her ao- 
ceptance ; the Prince of Spain shall be thrown into 
ber toils. Surely it was enough to have refiised my 
niece, replied the aunt, sarcastically; such comjdi- 
ments are sufficiently unpleaaing to our sex ; it could 
not be necessary to make us your unfeeling sport. I 
leaHy am not in so merry a mood, madam, exclaimed 
I : it is a plain matter of &ct ; I am ccnnmissiosed 
to look out for a young lady, of merit suffident to 
engage the prince's heart, and recetre his private 
nmts ; the object of my search is in your house, and 
here his royal hi^mess shall fix his quarters. 

Sgnora Mencia ooold scarcely believe her ears ; 
aehher were they grievously offended. Xeverth^ 
leas, thinking it decent to be startled at the im- 
motolitf of the proceeding, she replied to the 
Mbiwing eflfect : Tiou^ I should give implicit credit 
te iriut 70a tdl me> you most onderstand that I an. 
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not of a chanoter to take pleasim in the infiunooi 
distinction of fleeing my niece a prince's coocalMne. 
Every feeling of Tirtae and of honor revolts at tlw 
idea. . . . What a simpleton yon are with your 
virtue and honor 1 interrupted I. You have not a 
notion above (lie level of a tradesman's wife. Was 
there ever say thing so stupid as to consider a&irs 
of this kind with a view to their nraral tendency? 
It is •trq)ping them of all their beauty and exoelloice. 
Li the ma^o lantern of plenty, pleasure, and [ae> 
ferment, tliey iqipear with bU their brightest gloas. 
Figure to yourself ih» heir to the monarchy at the 
happy Catalina's feet; fancy him all rapture and 
lavish bonn^ ; nor doubt but that from her shall 
spring a hero, who shall imm(»talize his mother's 
name, \fy enrolling his own in the onperishable 
records of eternal fiune. 

though the aunt desired no better sport than to 
take me at my word, she afieoted not to know what 
die had best do ; and Catolina, who longed to haro 
a grapple with the Prince of Spain, afiected not to 
care about the matter, which made it neceesary fiw 
me to press the siege closer, till at length Signota 
Memna, finding me chop&llen and ready to witl^ 
draw my feroes, sounded a pariey, and agreed to a 
convention, containing the two following articles : 
Imprimit, if the Prince of Spain, on the fame of 
Catalina's charms, should take fire, and d^^rmine 
to pay her a nightly visit, it should be my care to let 
the ladies know when they mi^t expect him. 
Becondot diat theprinc« should be introdooed to the 



^d by Google 



DKuaar or na count. S9 

■dd htdkm Oa *. piinto gendoDun, aecMn|wiiied 01U7 
bj hiiwlf and hifl princ^al pnrvejor. 

AAn tfais c^ntiUation, the unit and nien yrvn 
vfoa the bat tenns poauble with me ; ths^ bduvad 
u if wB had knows one aooths from our cmdlM ; 
on the Btrength of which I ventured on some little 
fiuniluffitieB, which were not taken at sll unkindly ; 
and when we parted, they eaibraoed me of thor own 
accord, and Blabbered me orer willi ine]qirefldblo 
fendnen. It ia marrelloua to think wiUi what 
fiMslit^ a tender connection iflfonned between pcraoiw 
in the same line of trade, bnt of opposite aezes. It 
mi^ have been mispected by an ey^fntneaa of my 
d^parton, in all ^ plenitude of warm and rq)eated 
aalntation, dut my visit bad been more moceBsiul 
than it wae. 

The Coont de Lemoe wae hi^y delighted when I 
amoonoed IIm long-expected diecorety, I spoke of 
Catalina in terms which made him long to see her. 
The fiiHowing ni^it I took him to ha hooBo, and he 
owned that I had beat the bo^ to some purpose. 
Be told the ladies he had no donbt bat the I^oe 
of ^Min would be fully satisfied with my choice of a 
mistress, who, on her part, would have reason to be 
well pleased with such a krrer; that the young 
pcince was generous, good-tempered, and amiable ; 
in short, he promised in a few days to bring him in 
the mode tfaey enjoined, wiliiout retinue or publicity. 
Tint nobleman dies todc leave of them, and I with- 
drew widi him. We got into his caniage, in which 
■ra bad Udi diinn thither, and iridob was wuting 



^d by Google 



40 ^A BLAS. 

vt the end <^ tfie street. He set me down at 117 

own door, with a special charge to inform hia nnde 
next da^ of the new game aUited, not fo^;et(ing to 
impress strong j how conducive a good bag of pistoles 
would be to the succeesM aocompliahment of the 
adventore. 

I did not &il on the following morning to go and 
pve the Dnke of Lenna an exact account of all that 
bad passed. Hiere was but one thing kept back. I 
did not mention Scipio's name, but took credit to 
myself for the discovery of Catalina. One makes a 
meritof any dirty work in the service of die great. 

Abundant were the compliments paid me on tiiis 
occasion. My good (naid Gil Bias, said the minister 
with a bantering air, I am delimited that, with all 
your talents, you have that besides of discovering 
kiDd-bearted beauties ; vriienever I have occaaicm fw 
such an article, you will have the goodness to su[^y 
me. My lord, answered I with mock gravi^ like 
his own, you are very oUiging to give me the pref- 
erence ; but it may not be unseasonable to observe 
that there would be an indelicacy in my administer- 
ing to your ezcdlency's pleasures <^ this description. 
Signor don Bodiigo has been so long in possession 
of that post about your person, that it would be 
manifest injustice to rob him of it. The dula 
smiled at my answer, and then changing the subject, 
asked whether hia nephew did not want money for 
this new speculation. Excuse my negligettoe 1 said 
I; be will thank you to send him a thousand pistoles. 
.Well and good I replied the minister; yoa wiQ 
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fimuh him Bocordin^yt vitii my strict injimctioii 
not to be ni^;anily, tnit to encourage &e prince io 
wliateTer pkammtUe expenses his heart may prompt 
him to indulge. 



OSAPTER XI. 



I WENT to the Count de Lemos on the spur of the 
occasion, with five hundred double pistoles in my 
hand. You could not have come at a better time, 
«aid that nobleman. I have been talking with the 
prince; he has taken the bait, and bums with 
impatience to see Catalina. This very night he 
intends to slip privately out of the palace, and pay 
her a visit ; it is a measure determined on, and our 
arrangements are already made. Give notice to the 
ladies, throu^ the medium of the cash you have 
just brou^ ; it is proper to let them know th^ 
hare no ordinary lover to receive, and a matter of 
eouTse that generosity in princes should be the herald 
of ihdr partialities. Aa you will be of our party, 
take care to be in the way at bed-time ; and as your 
carriage will be wanted, let it wait near the palace 
about midnight. 

I immediatdy repaired to the ladies. Catalina 
WH not Tiailde, having just gme to lie down. I 
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oooM onfy ipeak villi Signorft M«ncu. Midam, 
•aid I, f<ffgive my ^>peanaM here in the d^liine, 
but tliera wu DO avoiding it ; you nuict know that 
the Prince of Spain will be with 70a to-night ; and 
here, added I, putting m^ pecnniary cxedentiAlfl into 
ber hand, here ia an offering whic^ he lays on the 
Cytherean ehrine, to propitiate the divinities of the 
t^Dpte. You may perceive, I have not entangled 
you in a sleeveless coDceni. You have been exces- 
sively kind indeed, answered she; but tell me, 
Signor de Santillane, does the prince lore music? 
To distraction, replied L There is nothing he so 
mudi delig^ in as a fine rtnoe, inA a delioate lute 
•ocompaniment. 80 modi the better, ezdaimed she 
in a transport of joy ; yon give me great [Measure by 
Mying so, for my nieoe has the pipe of a tughtin- 
gale, and plays exquisitdy on the lute: dten ber 
timwdng is in the finest style 1 Heavens and earth 1 
uelaimed I in my torn, here are aoomnplishmenta 
1^ wfaolesaifl, aunt ; more than enough to maiks any 
g^l's fortune ! Any one of those talents would have 
been a Bn£B<nent dowry. 

Having thus smoothed hia reception, I waited fcr 
Ibe ptinoe's bed-time. When it was near at hand, 
I gave my ooochnun his orden, and went to the 
Cooi^ de Lemoe, who told me that the pdooe, the 
sooner to get rid of the people about turn, meant to 
ftiga a sU^ indispositioit, and even to go to bed^ 
the better to cajole his attendants ; but that he would 
igec 1^ an boor afberwnds, and go threogfa a ^vate 
door to a back atafroase leading into Hxt ooutt-yvd. 
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Oonfimnibly irilli dieir prerioiis nruigenHiitfl, he 
fixed my station. There had I to beat the hoof bo 
loDg, tliat I began to aiupeot onr fbrward sprig of 
Koyally had gmw anodier way, or «Ik had changed 
Ua mind about Catalina; juat as if princes ever 
began to be fickle till the goad of norel^ and 
emrioeity began to be blunted. In short, I tiioaght 
tlk^ had forgotten me, when two men came iq>. 
Finding them to be my pazly, I led the way to my 
carriage, into nliich they both got, and I upon the 
Goadt-box to direct tbe driver, whom I stopped fifty 
yards &om the house, whither we walked. The door 
opened at our ^^roach, and shut again as soon as 
we got in. 

At first WB were in absolute darimeae, as on my 
fcKmer visit, though a small lamp was fixed to the 
wall on the present occasion. But the light which 
it shed was so &int as only to mnder itself risiUa 
withoot assisting us. All this served only to heightcm 
tite romance in the fiuicy of its hero, fixed as he was 
in stcad&st gaae at the si^t of tho kdies as they 
received him in a saloon whose brilliant illuminatitm 
was more daszUng when contrasted with the gloom 
of the avenue. The aant and niece were in a tempt- 
ing undrcfls, -vhitsn the science of coquetry was dis- 
played in all its loxmy and absolute sway. Onr 
prince could have been happy with Signora Menda, 
had the dear channer Catalina been away ; but as 
dtere was a choice, the younger, acoording to tbe 
rules of pceoedcocy in the oontt of Cupid, had the 
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Weill prince, said the Count de LemoSf eotild 
yoa have deBired a better specimen <^beaaty? Tbe^ 
are both enchanting, answered the prince, and my 
heart maj a« well Burrender at once ; for the annt 
would arteet it in its flight, if it attempted to sound 
a retreat &om the niece's all-subduing charms. 

AAee such compliments as do not &11 1^ wholi^ 
sate to the share of aunts, he addressed his dioioeet 
terms of flattery to Catalina, who answered him in 
kind. As convenient personages of my stamp are 
allowed to mingle in the oonrersation of lovers, for 
the purpose of making fire hotter, I introduced the 
subject of singing and playing on &e lute. This 
was the signal of fntk r^>ture I and the nymph, the 
muse, the anything but mortal, was supplicated to 
outtune the jingle trf' the spheres. Sba complied 
like a good-humored goddess ; played some tender 
airs, and song so delidously, that the prince flopped 
down on his knees in a tamult of love and pleasure. 
But scenes like these are vapid in description : suffice 
it to Bay that hours glided away like moments in this 
tweet delirium, till the approach (^ day warned the 
•ober plotters of the lunacy to provide for their 
patient^s safety and their own. When the paitiea 
were all snugly housed, we gave onrselvee as much 
credit &r the negotiation as if we had patched up a 
marriage with a princess. 

The next morning the Dake of Lerma desired to 
know all tiie particulars. Just as I had fini«>>*^ re- 
lating them, die Count de Lemos came in, and said. 
The Prince of ^lain is 80 engrossed by Catalinat he has 
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takeD ao itoaSsA a &1K7 to her, that he actually 
{nopoaes to be oonstant. He wanted to have sent 
her jewels to the amount of two tlioasand pisbdea 
to-day, but hia finances were aground. My dear 
Lemoe, said he, addresaing hinuelf to me, you must 
absolutely get me that sum. I koow it is veiy in- 
oonvenient ; yon have pawned your credit for me 
alrea^ ; bat my heart owns itself your debtor, and 
if erer I have the means of returning your kindness 
by more than empty words, your fortunes shall nbt 
saSet by your complaisance. In answer, I assured 
him that I had fiienda and credit, and promised to 
bring him what he wanted. 

There is no difficulty about that, said the duke to 
his nephew. Saotillane will bring you the money ; 
or, to save trouble, he may purchase the jewels, for 
he is an admiraUe judge, especially of rubies. Are 
yoa not, Gil Bias? This stroke of satire was of 
course designed to entertain the count at my expense ; 
and it was successful, for his curiosity could not but 
be excited to know the meaning of the mystery. No 
mystery at all, replied his uncle, with a broad laugh. 
Only Ssntillane took it into his head one day to ex- 
dtange a diamond for a luby, and the barter operated 
equally to the advantage of his pocket and Ha pene- 
tration. 

Had the minister stopped there I should have come ' 
off cbetqily ; but he took the trouble of dressing out 
iu aggravated colors the tiick that Camilla and X>oit 
T?Dph«ml played me, with a most provoking enlarge- 
■MDt of the drcanwtaaces most to the diBadvaotaga 
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ttf my BagfW^ty. Hu exceUency, baving enjoyed hia 
joira, ordered me to attend ibe Count de LemoB to « 
jeweller's, where we selected trinkets for the Princa 
of Spam's inspection, and they were intrusted to 
my oaie, to be delivered to Catalina. 

Tlieie can be little doubt of toy kbd reoeptum on 
die following night, when I displayed a fine pair of 
drop eai^rings, as the presents of my embassy. The 
two la^es, out of their wits at these costly tokens of 
t^e prince's bre, suffered their ttHigues to run into 
a gossiping strain, while they were th't"T"'pg me for 
introducing them into such worshipful society. Bi 
title excess of their joy, they ior^at themselves a lit- 
tle- Hiere escaped now and then oertun peculiar 
idioms of speech, which made me suspect that the 
party in question was no such dainty morsel for roy- 
alty to feed upon. To ascertain predsely what de- 
gree of obligi^on I had conferred on the lieiiMq>par- 
ent, I took my leave with the intention of coming to 
a right understanding with Scipio. 



CHAPTER XII, 



On coming home, I heard a devil of a noise, and 
inquired what was the meaning of it. They told 
me that Scipio was giving a supper to half-a-dozen 
<tf hia fiiends. They were "nging aa lood aa their 
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loDgR QoaU row* and threrteoing tbe sUbiUtT' ofdis 
h(H]se with tbeir protracted p«alg of Uugjiter. This 
meal was not in all napeot* tbQ banquet of the MTcn 
viae men. 

Hie firand^ of tbo feaat, informed of my arrival, 
aaid to hi« company, Sit ttill, gentlemen ; it is only 
the master of the honse come home ; but that need 
not dlettub you. Go on with yonr merry-^noking ; 
I will but juat whisper a word in his ear, sod be 
back again in » moment. He came to me accoid- 
iogly. What an in&mal din I said I. What erat 
of company do you keep below? Have you, too, 
got in unong the poets ? Thank you for nothing I 
answered be. Your wine is too good to be given to 
socb gentry ; I turn it to better account. There is 
a young man of large property in my party, who 
wishes to lay out your cre^t and his own money in 
the purchase of a place. This little festivity is all 
for him. For every glass he fills, I put on ten pis- 
toles, in addition to the r^olar fee. He shall drink 
till he is under the table. If that is the case, replied 
I, go to your presidentship, and do not spare the 
cellar. 

Then was no proper time to talk about Catalina ; 
but the next morning I opened the business thus : 
Friend Sdpio, the terms we are upon entitle me, to 
fiur dealing. I have treated you more like an equal 
than a servant ; consequently you would be much to 
Uame to dieat me on the footing of a master. Let 
na, tberefoie, have no secrets toirards each other. I 
am going to tell you what will surprise you; and you. 



^d by Google 



48 eu. BLAB. 

on yvnrpait, thall give me your smeere <^iiiiioii abbot 
the two women with whom you have brought me 
acquainted. Between ourBelvee, I Buspect them to 
be no better than they should be ; with lo mudi the 
more of the knave in their composition, because they 
a^ct die eimplefam. 'SS my conjecture be right, the 
Prince of Spain has no great reaaon to be delisted 
with my actiTtty ; for I will own to you frankly that 
it was for him I epoke to yon about a mistress. I 
bron^t him to aee Catalina, and he is over head and 
ears in love with her. Sir, answered Scipio, you 
have dealt so handsomely by me, that I shall act' 
upon the square with you. I hod yesterday a pri> 
Tate interview with the abigail, and she gave me a 
most entertaining history of tbe &mily. You shall 
have it briefly, tbou^ it did not come Iniefly to me. 
Catalina was daugbter to a sort of gentleman in 
Arragon. An orphan at fifteen, with no fintune but 
a pret^ &ce, she lent a complying ear to an office 
who carried her off to Toledo, where he died in six 
nMmths, having been more like a father than a hus- 
band to her. She collected his effects together, con- 
sisting of their joint wardrobe and three hundred 
pistoles in ready money, and then went to honse- 
keeping with Signora Mencia, who was still in &sb- 
km, though a little on the wane. Ibese sisters, 
eveiyway but in blood, began at length to attract 
the attention of the police. Ibe ladies took um- 
tnvge at this, and decamped in dudgeon for Madrid, 
where they have been living for these two yeaia, 
without malfing nny- acquaintance in. the* n^g^ibor^ 
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hood. Bat now cornea the best of the joke i tbey 
have taken two small houses a^oining eacb other, 
with a passage of commuEucation throng^ the cel- 
lars. Signoia Mencia lives with a aerrant girl in one 
of these houses, and the officer's widow inhabits the 
other, witib an otd duenna, whom she paaees off for 
her grandmother ; so that her veraatile child of nattue 
is sometimes a niece bronght up by her aunt, and 
sometimes an orphan under her grandam's fostering 
wing. When she enacts the niece, her name is Cat- 
alina ; and when she personates the granddaughter, 
ahe calls herself Sirena. 

At the grating sound of Sirena I tamed pale, and 
in terr u pted Scipio, saying. What do you tell me? 
Alas I it must be so. This cursed imp of Arragon 
is Calderona's charming Siren. To be sure she is, 
answered he, the veiy same 1 I thooght you would 
be delisted at the news. Quite the reverse, replied 
L It portends more sorrow than lau^iter ; do not 
yoo anticipate the c(msequences ? None of any ill 
omen, rejoined Sc^io. What is there to be afraid 
of? It is not certain that Don Bodrigo will rub his 
findiead ; and in case any good-natured fi^end should 
show it him in the glass, you had better let the min- 
ister into the secret beforehand. Tell hjm all the 
circamstances straightforward as they happened ; he 
win see that there has been no tzick on your part ; 
and if, after tfiat, Calderona should attempt to do 
yoa an ill office with his excellency, it will be as 
clear as dayli^ that he is only actuated by a spirit 
ef reveagfi' 
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Sdpio temond all taj Rppreheauooa. ]if thit ad- 
vice, which I followed in acquaiatiiig the Duke of 
Lamui at once with thia unluc^ disooTecy. My 
•q>ect, while telliag 017 tale, was sorrowful, and my 
tone fidterit^, in evidence of mj oontntion for ba.T- 
iag nnadvifledlj broo^t die prince and Don Kodrigo 
into such dose qnaiten ; hut the minister wat more 
disposed to roast his favorite than to pity him. In- 
deed, he ordered me to let the dtatter take its own 
■oourse, considering it as a feather in Calderona's c^ 
to dispute the empire of love wit^ so illustrious a 
rival, and not to be worse used than his law&l 
prince. The Count de Leuos, too^ was informed 
bow things stood, and promised me his proteotioitt 
of Hie first secretary should come at the knowledge 
of the intrigue, and attempt to undermine me with 
the duke, 

Trustang to have secured the frail bark of my fon- 
-tunes by this notable conbivance from the rodm and 
quicksands that threatened it, my mind was tmoe more 
at rest. I oontinued attencUng the prince on his 
visits to Catalina, siren-like in nature as in nick- 
name, who was fertile in quaint derioes to ktep Don 
Bodr^;o away from next door, whenever the oourse 
of busiDeea required her to devote her aof^^ t» hit 
TC^ o 
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CSAPTES XIXI. 
an. MLMB aoxa ow rsRMOMATora tee vrxat jux hi 

SEARS EEWa OF EIB FAMILT: A TOUCE OF SATVEE OM 
TOM HCCASJOg. A OBAMS QCARBSL WtTV FAlBIClO. 

I HENTIOIIZD, «oiQe time ago, that in the moming 
there wai unully a crowd of people in my antecham- 
ber, coming to n^otiate little private ooncema in the 
way of politicB ; bnt I would never aufier them te 
open their bueineas by word of month ; but adopt- 
ing court precedent, or rather giving myself the mn 
of a jack in office, my language to every suitor was, 
Send in a memorial on the aul^ject. My tongue raa 
•o glibly to that tune, that one day X gave my land- 
lord the official answer, when he came to put me in 
mind of a twelvemonth's rent in arrear. As for my 
butcher and baker, they spared me the trouble of 
asking ibr their memorials, by never giving me tima 
to nm op a bill. ScifHO, who mimicked me so ex.- 
acdy, that only those bdiind the scenes could disdn- 
gniah the double from the piincipel performer, held 
his head juat as high with the poor devils who cur- 
ried favor with him, ai a step of the ladder to my 
ministezial patronage. 

Hiere was another fix^ish trick of mine, of wliich 
I do not hj any means pretend to make a merit ; 
ndther more nor less than the extreme assurance of 
talking about the first nobility, just as if X had been 
one (^ thur kkbuy. Suppose, for example, the 
Diik««f Alva, theDukeof Oasona, orthaDokaof 
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Medina Skloma were mentioned in convenadon ; I 
called tbem, Trilhout ceremony, my Mend Alva, that 
good-natured fellow Ossuna, or that comical dog 
Medina Sidonia. In a word, my pride and vanity 
liad swelled to such a height, that my fidiier and 
mother were no longer among the number of my 
honored rdatives. Alas I poor nnderstrappera, I 
never thought of asking whether you had sunk or 
were swimming in the Asturias. A thou^t about 
70U never came into my head. The court has bU 
the soporific virtues of^ Lethe in the case of poor 
rdations. 

My &mily was completely obliterated from the 
tablets of my memory, when one morning a young 
man knocked at my door, and be^ed to ipeak with 
me for a moment in private. He wu shown into 
my closet, where, without asking him to take a cluur, 
as be seemed to be quite a common fellow, I desired 
to know abruptly what he wanted. How 1 Signor 
Gil Bias, said he, do yon not remember me? It 
was in viun that I perused the lines of his face over 
and over again ; I was obliged to tell him fairly that 
he had the advantage of me. Why, I am one of 
your old schoolfellows I repHed he, bred and bom 
in Oviedo ; Bertrand Muscada, the grocer's son^ 
next door nei^bor to your uncle the canim. I re- 
collect you as well as if it was but yesterday. We 
have played a thousand times together at blind man's 
buff and prison ban. 

My yonthful recollections, answered I, are very 
tmuient and confused. Blind man's buff and priscn 
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bctrs are bat cUIduh amoBementl ' Tfaeburden of 
Btatfr affiun leave* me- little &De to nmunate on the' 
trifles of my yoonger days, I am come to Madrid, 
aaid he, to settle accoants with my fiither'B corre- 
■pondent. I heard talk of you. Folks say that yon 
have a good berth at court, and are already almost as 
^ell off as a Jew broker. I thought I would just 
call in and say, bow d'ye do? On my return into 
tbe country, your family will jump oat of their skins 
for yyy, when they bear bow fiunously yoa are 
getting on. 

It was impossible in decent^ to avoid asking how 
my fitfber, my mother, and my uncle stood in the 
world ; but that duty was performed in so gingerly a 
mamier as to leave the grocer little room to compli- 
ment dame Nature on her bberal provision of instinct. 
He seemed quite shocked at my indiference for sudi. 
near kindred, and told me bluntly, with his ooars» 
dwpman's familiarity, Methinks you might have 
sbown more heartiness and natural feeling for your 
Idnsfblk t Wby, you aak after them just as if they 
were vermin ) Yonr father and mother are still at 
serrice; take that in your dish I And tbe good canon, 
Gil Perez, eaten up with gout, riieumatism, and old 
■ge, has one foot m the grave. People should feel 
as people oog^t ; and seeing that you are in a berth 
fo be a blessing to your poor parents, take a friendV 
advice, and allow them two hundred pistoles a-year^ 
Slat will be doing a handsome thing, and makin|p 
than oetmfortabte ; and then yiju may spend the rest 
Mpaa jtnmdf w^ a'good oonsdenoe. Instead o& 
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being loAmed hy thii fiwiily piotDK, I only rasoDt--' 
ed the offieioiuness. <^ onuked advioe. X mon, 
delicate eod «orat nmonctrance mi^^t peAape hav*. 
made its impreanon, but oo bold a rebuke only. 
baldened my heart. My solky aileoce was not loet. 
t^on him, bo that while he moralised himself out: 
of charity into downright abiue, my choke began to 
antSaw. Nay> then 1 tiiis i« too much, aoawered 
I> in a devil of a passion. Get about your business. 
Master Muscada, and mind yonr own shop. You 
are a pretty fellow to preadt to me I As if I were 
to he taught my i»tj by you t Without further 
pariey I handed the grocer out of my closet by the 
shoulder, and sent him off to wdgh figs and nutmegs- 
at Oviedo.. 

The home-etrokes he had laid on were not hxt to. 
my sober reoolleotion. My nc^jlect o£ filial piely 
rtruck home to my heart, and melted me into teais. 
Wh«n I reeoUeoted how much my childhood waa. 
indebted to my parents, what pains they had taken 
in my edsaation, these afiecting thoughts gave lao>- 
guage for the loonient to the still small voice of- 
natore and gratitude ; but the language was never 
bmaslated into soM sense and service. An. 
habitual callousness succeeded this trannent sext- 
attitm, and penmptorily cancelled every obligatitm 
ef humanity. Hiere are many &thers besides 
mine who will acknowledge this portrait of their, 
MMS. 

Avarice and anbition, divitfii^ me between ibenu 
■■ n ihiUted ewy traoa of sty former tcAper. I los^ 
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aQnif ^^efy, beoam&abMntaaidinQiHiig; indiort, 
« ntoct miMciable «iiiiB«L fnbncio, aeejng me so 
ftmoufy htnA on accnmtdstunir vxi ta per&ctiy i»> 
dMhrent to him» tcrj mely owna to see me. "Ba 
ooQld H«t bb^ w^ing one Aa.j, la tndh. Oil EW, 
j|oa sro finite an altcied bmh. Befiire ;pDa iraiv 
^boQt the Goqrt, ym vere alwa^ jdeaaaBt and «aij'. 
Kow you an- all agitatioD. and tnnnoil. Yoo ionn. 
{ftoject after project U> make a fortnna, aod tbe m(»a. 
yon rMltae, tbe wider tout views of aggnui£xmient 
«xtcnd. But this ia not the wont ! Too have na 
longer tliat expaneion of heart, those open manners, 
irinch fimft tfie-dhain ttf friendship. On dm ccn- 
tnz7, 70a wnp yonnelf xonod, and ohot iIm aveouea 
of joqr hewt «Ten to me^ In your -vtrj eiTilities I 
detaot: the nolenoo you inspose upon yourself. In 
duHt^GilBUaiBiKi bmger the same CUIBUawkm 
Ionoek7i«w> 

Yen r«aUy hftve a most happy talent fer bantering) 
■anrend J, wiA repnlsiTe jocularity. But ttua 
nKtamwphose into the ahag of a WYBge is not per> 
oqitible to n^df- Tour own oyea, r^tlied be, ai4 
Bwensibler to the ehange* becauao they are feaoinAted. 
Bat the fiiet renwinB the same. Now, my fiiend, 
tell me fiuily and bwKstly, abaU we live together aa 
hcntofort? When I used to knock at jour door in- 
die juaniag, you came and opened it yomaelfi' 
between Mlef^ and awake, ud I walked in withnot. 
Oftgnooj' Now» niafc a di0emice] You- bare ait 
tililiiliwnit of terTMEti- Thoy keep me cooUnS 
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my heels in jtmx anteclwnber ; laj name mnst be 
teat in before I can speak to 70a. When this is got 
over, vAaX is my receptitm? A cold inclination of 
the head, and the insolent strut of office. Any one' 
would eut^Kwe that my visibi were growing trouble- 
some I Con you suppose this to be treatment for a 
man who was once on equal terms with you ? No, 
Santillane, it can never be, nor will I bear it longer. 
Farewell. Let us part witbout ill blood. We shall 
Iwth be better asunder ; you will get rid of a trouble-, 
•rane ceaaar, and I of a purse-proud upstart who does 
not know himself. 

J felt myself more exasperated than reformed by 
his reproaches, and suffraed him to take his departs 
me without the eli^^itest effort to overcome his 
resolution. In the present tempa of my mind, the 
friendship of a poet did not seem a catdi of sufBdent 
importance to break one's heart about its loss. I 
found ample amends in the intimai^ of some subal- 
tern attendants about the king's person, with whom 
a similarity of humor bad lately connected me closely. 
These new acquaintances of mine were for the most 
part men from no one knows where, pushed up to 
ih^Nx appointments more by luck than merit. They 
had all got into warm berths, and, wretx^ies as the^ 
were, measuring their own consequence by the excess 
of n^al bounty, forgot their origin as scandaloudy 
■a I foiffot mine. We gave ourselves infinite credit 
for what told so much and bitt^y to our dis- 
gnat. OFortimel whatajad«you arejtodiBtribata' 
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yoor ikvora at hap^uzard as yoa do ! Einotetoa 
mu perfectly in tlie r^t vhen he likened 70a to a 
jilt of bahkm, piowling about in masquerade, and 
tipping the wink to every Uadcguard who parade* 
the street. 
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CHAPTER I. 

aCffJO-B MOBSMX OF tlAMSUaS FOE OIL B LAS. TBK lUtVS. 
A MICH OOLltMMITBM BAUOHTEB. OlECVtaTAKCEB COS- 
fXCTEB WITH TBta SfMOVLATUt. 

Ons «vaiiiig, on the departure of 1117 nipper 
cwnpuiy, finding myself alone Trith Sdpio, I asked 
him what he hod been doing that day. Striking a 
master-«trok8, answered he. I intend that you 
eboold marry. A goldsmith of my acquaintance has 
an only dau^ter, and I mean to make up a match 
between you. 

A goldsmith's dau^ter 1 exclaimed I, with a dis- 
dunful air ; are you out of your senses ? Can you 
think of tying me np to a trinket-maker? People 
of a certaia character in society, and on a certain 
footing at court, ought to have much hi^er views 
of things. Pardon me, air, rejoined Scipio ; do not 
take the subject np in that light. Recollect that 
nobili^ accrues by the male side, and do not ride a 
higher horae than a thousand jockeys of quali^ whom 
I could name. Do yon know that the heiress in 
question will bring a himdred thousand ducats in 
herpock^? Is not that a pretty little sprig of 
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jmrdiy? To the rewnrnding echo 'of eo large A 
nnn mjean were inatantly syrnphonioue. The da^ 
u TOOT ovn, eaid I to the Becretary ; the fintane 
detemmies the case in dte Ud/a fiiror. When do 
jaa mean to pat me in poeeesrioD ? Fsir and softly, 
ST) answered be ; the more haste, the worae speed. 
Jt will be necessary for me first to ooBHaimicate thq 
a&ir to the fisher, and instil the advantage ^ it 
into his capacity. Good I rejoined I, witii a burst 
of laagbter ; ia it thereaboate yon are ? The match 
is tat adranccd in its progress towuth consumma- 
tion. Mudi nearer dian you sujqxwe, replied he- 
Bat one honr'a conversation with the goldsmith, and 
I pledge myaelf for bis consent. But, before we go 
any fiullwr, let us come to an agreement, if you 
{dease. Supposing that I shonld transfer a hundred 
tfaonsmd ducats to yoa, what would my commission 
be ? Twenty tiioosand I ww my answer. Heaven 
be praised there fo re, said He. I gocesed yeur gral>- 
ttnde at ten thousand ; se that it doubles mine in » 
■■"ill- case. Come on thrai I Z will set this 
negotiation cm fbot to^noiTow morning; and yo« 
may count upon its success, or I am little better than 
one of the fboliah ones. 

In fact, he said to me two days afterwards, I h«v« 
Spoken to Signer Gabriel Salero, my ftiaad the giAd- 
■mith. On the load report of your high desert and 
credit, he has lent a favorable ear to myof^ of yoa 
lor a son-in4aw. Yoa are to have hie daughter with 
a handled thousand duoats, provided you can »ak# 
it tippe»M. dsioAy thai jon are in pos«eesion ol ibs 
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minuter'a good graces. Since thai is the case, said 
I confidently to Scipio, I shall aoon be married^ 
3ut, not endrely to forget the girl, have yon aeea 
her ? is she .pretty ? Not quite so pretty aa her for- 
tune, answered he. Between ourselves, this heireetfs 
looks are as hard as her cash. Lucidly, yoa are 
p^ectly indifferent about that. Stone blind, by the 
]i^ of tlie sun, my good fellow 1 replied I. As 
for us whimsical fellows about conrt„ we uarry 
merely ibr the sake of marrying. When we want 
beauty, we look for it in our fiiends' wives ; and if» 
t^ fates and destinies, tlie sweets are wasted on onr 
own, their flavor is so mawkish to onr palate, that 
there is some merit in their not carrying the com- 
nwdi^ to a foreign market. 

This is not all, resumed Scipio : Signor Gabriel 
hopes for the pleasure of your company to supper 
this evening. By agreement, there is to be no men- 
tion of marriage. Ha has invited several of hit 
0kercantile friends to this entertainment, where yon 
will take yonr chance with the rest, and to-morrow 
be means to sop with you im the same terms. By 
this yott will perc^ve his drift of looking before he 
le^. Yoa will do well to be a little on your guard 
before him. O, for the matter of that, interrupted 
I, with an air of confidence, let him scrutinize me as 
doeely as he pteases, the result cannot fiul to be in, 
my iavor. 

All this lu^tpened as it was foretold. I was in- 
troduced at the goldsmith's, who received me with 
Ibo funiliari^ of an old aoquaintaace. A vu^ac 
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•ittg, "but wena ; anS u tKniUeaoiniB -vHii hk drSitjr 
-as a prude vith her virtue. He jn«s»ited me to 
%^ora Eugema his wife, and the yonthful Gabriela 
hia dan^iter. I opened wide my budget of compli- 
ments, without infringing the treaty, and prattled 
soft nothings to them, in all the vacuity of courtly 
dialogue. 

Gabriela, with subnuBsion to my eecretary'a better 
taste, was not altogetlter so repulsive ; whether 1^ 
dint of being outrageously bedizened, or because I 
looked at her in the raree-show box of hex fortune. 
A charming house this of Signor Grabriel ! There 
is less silver, I verily believe, in the Peiuviaa mines, 
than under his roof. That metal presented itself to 
the view in all directions, under a thousand different 
forms. Every room, and especially th^ where we 
"were entertained, was a &iry palace. Whet a bird's- 
eye view for a son-in-law ! The old codger, to do 
the thing genteelly, had collected five or six mery 
chants about him, all plodding, spirit-wearing person- 
f^es. Hieir tongues could only talk of what their 
hearts were set upon : it was high change all snpp^ 
time ; but unfortunately wit was at a discount. 

Uext nig^t it was my turn to treat the goldsmith. 
Not being able to dazzle him with my sideboard, I 
"hoA recourse to anoliter artifice. I invited to supper 
such of my friends as made the finest figure at court ; 
hangers-on of state, noted fbr the unwieldiness of 
thrar ambition. These fellows could not talk on 
common topics : the brilliant and lucrative posts at 
•whidi' tbey aimed vrere all canvassed in detail ; thii 
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too tnide itt w^f . Poor aoantingf-homo Gbbia^t 
in nmnifliTHTit at tbt loftinMa of their ideut ahnialc 
into inaignificMice, ia spito <^ iJl liia hoards, on a 
oomporiKm with thoM voodBiAil men. Am £»■ mt, 
in all the plaiuiUity of moderatioa, I jnofesaed to 
with for Bolhing more than a comibrtaUe fortune ; 
a anog box and a competence : whereupon theae 
l^sttMB -of the laavea and fiihei cried out with one 
voice that I was wmsg, absolutely criminal ; for the 
pnme """■■**■■■ would do anytlung upon earth fiir 
me, and it waa an act of duQr to anoint my £ngei> 
wttb birdlime. My honored pt^w lost not a word 
of all this, and Memed, at g(Hng away, to take hit 
-leave with sooke coroplacmcy. 

Sci{RO went, of ooorae, the next morning, to aak 
ium how he liked me. Kztremely well indeed, ai^ 
.awered the kni^t of the ledger ; the lad haa won 
my very heart. But, good master Sdpio, I conjure 
you by our long acquaintance to deal with me aa a 
true fiiend. We have all our weak aide, aa yoa 
wdU know. Tell me where Signor de Santillane it 
fiOliUe. Is be fond of pUyf Does he wraoh? On 
what lay are bis snug little Ticee? Do not figlit 
ahy, I beseech you. It ia very unldnd, Signor 
Gabriel, to put such a question, retorted the go- 
jbetweeo. Your intereat is more to me tlian mf 
mastet'a. If he had any ali[^>ery propensitiea, likely 
to make your daughter unhappy, would I ever havs 
proposed him ai a aoiMn-law ? TUm dence a fait I 
I am too mn^ at your aervioa. Buti between our- 
9ielves» he hai butoMfiudt — that of being fauUlcM. 
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He u too wise tot a young mao. So much the 
better, replied the goldamith ; he ia the more like 
me. Yoa may go, my friend, and tell him he shall 
liKTe «q^ daim^ter, «nd ahould Iwre her, thoqgk he 
knew no mon of the miaiflter th»a I^. 

As soon aa my secretaiy had reported ^lis cod- 
TeraatioD, I flew to thank Salero for his partiality. 
He had akeaily told his mind to hta wife and daog^ 
ter, who gave me to understand, by th^ rcceptien, 
-that they yielded >» it iioi i t disgust. I carried ray 
'fadter^in-law to the Didce «f Lenna, whom I had 
informed the evening befbrt, and pieMoted hin wkh 
due ceremony. His excellency gnre him a tnoN 
gradons reception, and oongratnlated him on having 
■choaen a man for his Bon-in-hiw fer iriuHn ha fait»- 
telf had so great a icgard, and meant to do laah 
great things. Then did be expatiate «m my good 
'qoalitiee, and, in &ct, said so miich to niy honoiS 
that honest Gabriel tiboo^t he had met widi the 
hoA matdi in Spain. His joy oofed out at hia c^va* 
On paitbig, he pressed me in hift arms, and said, 
My BOB, I am so impatient to see you Gabrida^ 
Imsbaod, that the a£Bur shall be finally settled wkUb 
a wec^ St latest. 
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OLLMCra TRAT TBlttM IB aUOB A MAM IM TBE WORLD At 
BOM ALPBOMaO Dt LSTVA, AM» XIMBOU Bill A aMMTICM 
FROM MQTIVMB Of YAMITT. 

liEn MM leaTC my marriage to t«be care of itself 
for a season. Hie order of eventB requires me to 
recount a serrice rendeied to my old master Doa 
A^honso. I had entirely fb^;otten that gentle- 
Dum's existence ; but a dzcunutaoce recalled it to 
jay recollectiiHi. 

Tbe govenunent of Valencia became vacant at this 
time, aitd put me in mind of Don A^onso 69 
Leyra. I considered within myself that tbe employ^ 
ynent would suit him to a nicety, and determined to 
J4»ply for it on his behalf, not so much out of ftiend- 
■hip as ostentation. If I could but procure it for 
Jum, it would do me infinite honor. I told the 
Poke of Lerma that I had been steward to Don 
,-GEear de Leyra and hie son, and that, having every 
j«asoQ in ^ worid to foel myself obliged to them, 
I should take it as a fovor if he would give tbe gov- 
ernment of Valencia to one or other of them. The 
minister answered, Most willingly, Gil Bios. I 
love to see you grateful and generous. Besides, tbe 
fiunily stands very high in my esteem. Hie Leyras 
are loyal subjects ; so that the place cannot be better 
bestowed. You may take k as a wedding present, 
and do what you like with it. 



^d by Google 



CONDBBCBmiOH OF CALDBRONA. gj 

Ddi^iled at the success of m^ application, I vent 
to Caldetons in a prodigioua hniry, to get the patent 
made out for Don Alphoneo. There was a great 
crowd waiting ia respectful silence till Don Sodiigo 
should come and give audience. I nude my way 
throu^, and the closet door opened aa if by em- 
pathy. Hwre -were no one knows how many mili- 
tary and civil officers, with other people of conse- 
quence, among whom Calderona was dividing his 
attentions. His difierent rec^ition of different 
people was carious. A slight inclination of the 
bead was enoo^ fox some ; others he honored with 
a profusion of coortly grimace, and bowed them out 
of the closet. The proportdons of civili^ were 
weif^ied to a scruple. On the other hand, there 
were some snitois, who, shocked at bis cold indiffer- 
ence, cursed in their secret soul the necesed^ for 
their cringing before such a monkey of an idol. 
Others, on the contrary, were laughing in their 
ileeve at his gross and self-^ufSdent air. But the 
scene was thrown away upon me ; nor was I likely 
to profit by soch a lesson. It was exactly the coun- 
terpart of my own bebavirar ; and I never thought 
of ascertaining whether my deportment was popular 
or offensive) so long as there was no violation of 
ootward respect. 

D<nt Bodrigo, accidaitaUy casting a look towards 
me, left a gentleman, to whom he was speaking, 
widiont ceremony, and came to pay hie respects with 
the moat unaoanrntable tokens of high conaideradon. 
Ah, my dew colleague I exclaimed he, what occasion 
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procores me tbe pleuure of aeung yoa ben? la 
ihen tnyHang W9 oau da &r ytm? I told him srf 
businefls ; wberanpon he uKirad m*, in the most 
oUiging terms, that th« sAir shoiJd be expedited 
within fbatHUid-tweDtT' houn. Net Batkfied with 
these overwhelming anidefleennoiu, be eondoeted 
me to the door of hia aoteohamber, whither he never 
tttended an/ but the nobilitf of first mnk. His fim- 
well was as flattering as his leoqition. 

What is the meaning a£ all tfaiB palaver? sud I, 
while retreating) has any raven croaked mj en- 
trance, and prophesied promotion to Caldermut by 
my overthrow? Does be really languish fiir my 
friendahip? or does he ftel the ground giving way 
under his feet, sod wish to san himself hy rfmging 
to the branches of my frvor and proteetioti? It 
Beemed a moot ptrint which of these oonjecturee 
mi^t be the rig^. The fiiUowing day, on my rfr- 
turn, hiB behaviw was of the aame stamp ; oaresseM 
and eivilitieB poured in upon me in torrents. It is 
true that odier p<(^»le, nbo attempted to ^>eak to 
him, were rumped in exact {wt^xurtion with the 
blandiBhrnents of his face towards me. He snaiied 
at scmie, petrified othen, and made the whole circle 
rmt the gantlet of his di^easnre. But th^ were 
all amply avenged by on occurrence, the leUdon of 
which may ^ve a gentle hint to all the clerks and 
secretaries on the list of my readen. 

A man verr phunly dressed, and ceitainly not 
loMag at all like what he was, cams up to Calde- 
rona, and spoke to him about a memorial stated to 
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liMT« htta pnwnted hy hinuelf to the Duke of Ler- 
aft. Don Bodiliga, witbont looking from his clothes 
^tohM &ce,nidin & ihaip, ongncioaB tontjWho 
rosy yon happen to be, hooeet man? Thejr called 
me FratunUo in my diikUiood, answered the stranger, 
muibadied ; my next atyln and title waa that of Don 
Francillo de Zuniga ; and my present name is the 
Cooot de Pedrosa. Caldeiona was all in a twitter 
at this discovery, and attempted to stammer out an 
excoae, what he found that he had to do with a man 
of the first quality. Sir, said he to the count, I 
ure to beg yoii ton dMnisand paidonsi but not 
knowing whom I had the honor to .... I want 
none of your apologies, intemipted Francdllo with 
prtNid indignatioai they are as nauseous as your 
radeoeos was onbeonniiig. BecoUeot henceforth 
that a minister's secretary oo^t to reoeiTe all de* 
WBiptauis of people with good manners. You may 
be vain enon^ to afieot the representatiTe of your 
master, but the puUio know you for hia meoial 



Tbe haog^ Don Sodrigo bluehed blue at tiiis 
x«bake. Yet it did not mend his manners one whit. 
Ob me it made a salutary impression. I deUzmined 
to take care and ascertain the rank of my pet^oners 
brfore I gave a looae to the insolenoe of office, and 
to inffiot tortaie only nptKL mutes. As Don Air 
pbooso's patoit was made out, I sent it by a purpose 
roeiaenger, with a letter from the Duke of Lenna, 
ansounoing the royal &,vot. But I took no notaoe 
of my own share in the ^ipc^itntent, Dor. era 



^d by Google 



gg OIL BLAS. 

accompanied it with a line, in die fond hope of an- 
nouadng it b^ word of moudi, and sorprLnng fafm 
agreeahty, when lie came to oourt on occasion of 
^ ^^Vi^1 p the ctutomair oaths. 



GSAPTEB HI. 

t UML J. tPOMM at 

w. 

AsD now onoe more fat my lovely Oabrida I We 
were to be married in a week. Freporationfl were 
makiiig on both eides for the ceremony. Salero ar- 
dered a rich wardrobe for the bride, and I hired a 
wuting^woman for her, a footman, and a gentleman 
usher of decent aspect and advanced yean, He 
whole eetabliahment was provided by Soipio, who 
longed more longingly than myself for the hour when 
we -Yieie to be fingering the fortnne. 

On the evening before the ha[^y day, I was sup^ 
ping with my fiither-in-law, the rest of the company 
being made up c^ uncles, onnts, and cousins of either 
sex and every d^ree. The part of a suppte-vimged 
son-in-law sat opon me to perfection. Nothing could 
exceed my profomid rei^iect for the goldsmith and his 
wifo, or the transports of my passion at Gabriela's 
feet, while I smoothed my way into the graces of 
the &mily, by listening with impregnable patience 
to their witless repartees and irradonal ratiodm^ 
titms. Thus did I gain the great end of all my for> 
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bearance — the pleaeare of pleasing my nevr relatioDB. 
Everj individual of the clan ^t himself a foot taller 
for the honor of my alliance. 

"Die repast ended, the coropaoy moved into a large 
room, where we were entertained with a concert of 
vocal and instrumental music, not the worst that wa« 
ever heard, thoo^ the performers were not selected 
&0m the choicest bands at Madrid. Some lively 
airs put na in mind of dancing. Heaven knows 
what sort of performers we must have been, when 
they took me for the ooryphfeus of the opera, though 
I never had bat two or three lessons from a petty 
dandng-master, who taught the pages on the estab- 
lishment of the Marchioness de Chaves. After we 
had tired our tendons, it was time to think of going 
home, lliere was no end of my bows and Qod- 
bleas-yon's. Farewell, my dear son-in-law, said 
Salero, as he eqaeezed my hand ; I shall be at your 
boose in the morning widi the portion in ready 
money. You will be welcome, come when you list, 
my dear &tliei^in-Uw, answered I. Afterwards, 
wishing the &mily good night, I jumped into my 
carriage, and ordered it to drive home. 

Scarcely had I got two htmdred yards from Signor 
Gabriel's boose, -when fifteen or twen^ men, some 
on foot and some on boneback, all with swords and 
fire-arms, eorrounded ood stopped the coach, crying 
oot, In the name of <mr sovereign lord the king. 
Hwy dragged me out by main force, and thmst me 
into a hack-chaise, when Ae trader oftbe party got 
in with me, and oidered the driver to go for Se^via> 
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Than oonU be no doubt but the hoiUBt gentleman 
hj mj aide was an alguazil. I vanted to katow 
something about tiie cause of vaj aneet ; but be an- 
aweied in the language of tbose gentzy, wbich ia 
very bod language, that be had other tfaings to do 
than to satisfy tuy imperti&Qnt cmiositT'- I ffW" 
gested that be might have mistaken bia moa. No, 
no, r^nrted he, the fod is wiser than that. Tou 
are Signer de SantiUaa« ; and in that cue ym arq 
to go along with me. Not being able to deny th»t 
ftct, it became an act of prudence to bold my tongue. 
Fw the remaindBr of the night we traTcned Manca- 
narex in sullcy sileno*, dunged borsea at Colmaoar, 
and arrived the ne^ ereiuDg at Scoria, vb/en tha 
lodging pionded fiv me was in tho tower. 



CSATTEB ir. 



Theib first favor was to clap me op in a odl, 
where they left me on the straw like a crimmal, 
whose only earthly portion waq to oon otot his dying 
speech in solitods. I passed the ni^it, not in be- 
wailing my &te, — fw it had not yet presented itself 
in all its aggravation, — but in endeavotiitg to divina 
its cause. Donbtlesa it must have been Colderona's 
handiwoA, And yet, tbou^ bis branching hoaon 
might hare [xreflsed tiaok upon his sauea, I owUd 
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sot eoneeiv4 liow Ute Dt^ of Lerma could have been 
indooed to treat ma so inkunuaiJ;. Sometimes I 
■{^rebeDded my wrest to have been without his ex- 
oeUenc/s knowledge ; at other times I thou^ him 
the contriver of it, &r some political reasooe, eucfa 
as weigh with miaiaters when they sacrifice their ao- 
eomfdioes at the ahiine of state policy. 

My mind was Tibrating to and &o with these "rari- 
oiis OHyectures, wheat tlie dawn, pec^ung in at my 
little grated window, presented to my si^t all the 
honor of the pUce where I was caii£iied. llien did 
I vent my sofrowe withont ceasing, and my eyes be- 
came two sprlnga of tears, flowing ioezfaauBtably at 
the remembrance of my prosperous state. Fending 
thia paroiysm of grief, a tomkey bnm^ me my 
day's allowanoe oi Iwead and water. He looked at 
me, and cm the contemplation of my tear-besprinkled 
Tisaget jailer as he was, there came over him a sen- 
timent of pity : Do not despair, sud he. This life 
is fiill of croases, bat mind them not. Yon are 
young ; aft^ these daya, yon will live to see better. 
In the mean time, eat at the Jong's mess with what 
i^ipetite you may. 

My oomfbrter withdrew with tiiia quaint Inritation, 
aaswersd l^ my groans and tears. The rest of the 
day was spent in oorsing my wqrwaid destiny, witb- 
oot tliinlring of n^ eB^ty st»maeh. As for the 
royal morsel, it eeemed num like the meaeage of 
wrath than the hooh of bcnevtJaiee ) the tantalizing 
protnctaon of {nin* ntber than the aidace of affliO' 
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Nigfat came, and with it tbfl rattle of a k^ in my 
keyhole. My dungeon door opened, and in came & 
nun with a waz-li^t in hii hand. He advanced 
towards me, saying, Signor Gil Bias, behold in me 
one of your old fiiends. I am Don Andrew de Tor- 
desillas, in the Archlnshop of Grenada's- service while 
you et^oyed that prelate's favor. Yon may recollect 
engaging his interest in my behalf, and thereby pro- 
ouring me a poet in Mexico ; but instead of embalm- 
ing for the Indies, I stopped in the town of Alicant. 
Tliere I nuuried the goreroor's daughter, and by a 
series of adventures of which yon shall hereafter have 
the paitumlars, I am now warden of this tower. It 
is expressly forbidden me to let yon speak to any 
living soul, to give yon any better bed than straw; 
or any other sustenance than bread and water. Bat 
besides that your misfortunes interest my humanity, 
you have done me service, and gratitude coaaterrails 
the harshness of my orders. They think to make 
me the instrument of their cruelty, but it is my bet- 
ter purpose to soften the rigor of your captivi^. 
Get up and follow me. 

Thou^ my humane keeper was entitled to eaoM 
acknowledgment, my spirits were so affected aa to 
interdict my speedi. All I could do was to attoid 
him. We crossed a court, and mounted a narrow 
sturcase to a little room at the top of the tower. 
It was no small surprise, on entering, to fit>d a table, 
with lights on it, nratly set out with covers for two. 
They will serve up immediate^, said Tordesillas. 
We are going to sup together. This snug retreat is 
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tippamUA for your lodging ; it will ^ree better with 
yoa than yonr cell. From your window you will 
look down on the floweiy honks of the ErSms, and 
the delidons thIa of Coca, hounded by the moun- 
tains which divide the two Castiles. At first yon 
will care little for prospects ; but when time shall 
have softened your keener sensations into a com- 
posed melancholy, it will be a pleasure to foast your 
eyes on sndi engaging scenes. - Then, as for linen 
and otha necessaries befitting a man accustomed to 
die comforts of life, they shall be always at your 
•errice. Your bed and board shall be such as yoa 
oould wish, with a plentifol supply of books. In 
a word, you shall havfl ereiything but your liber^. 

Hy spirits were a little tranquillized hj these obli- 
ging ofiers. I took courage, and returned my beet 
thanks, assuring ynrry that ^i" generons conduct re- 
stored me to life, and that I hoped at some lime or 
other to find aa opportunity of testifying my grati- 
tude. To be mre I and why should yoa not? an- 
swered he. Did you iaausj yourself a prisoner for 
life? Nothing less likely I and I would lay a wager 
that yon will be released in a very few months. 
What say you, Signer Don Andrew? exclaimed li 
Then surely you are acquainted with the occasion of 
my misfortune. You gnees ri^t, replied he. The 
algnagil who brought you hither told me the whole 
story in confidence. The king, hearing that the 
Count de Lemos and you were in the habit of ea- 
oorting the Prince of Spain by ni^t to a house of 
Buspidooa character, as a punidoneat for your loost 
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motaU, has buiubed the count, sod aeat you hitbAr, 
to b« treated in the sb^le of which you have had ft 
«pecinien. And how, uid I, did that eircumttaDoe 
some to the king's knowledge? Tltat U what I am 
moet oarions to VKetttan. And that, answered he, 
is preciedy what the algBanl did not tell, appermtly 
hecwiH ba ^ not know. 

At this epoch of our ooBTersatioD, the eematf 
broagfat in Bopper. 'When eTexyibing was aet in 
order, Tofdenlh* sent away the attendmtB, not 
wiihing our ooonnKtion to be orcrbeanl. He ebat 
the doca*, ud w« took oar seats of^woite to eaok 
other. Let us say grace, and fidl to, said be. 
Tour ^ipetite on^ to be good after two days of 
£uting. Under this impressioo he loaded my ptate 
as if be had been cnunming the ciaw of a, starveling. 
In fiwt, nothing was more likely than that I should 
play the devil amimg the ragouts ; but what is likely 
does not always haf^MO. Thou^ my intestines 
were yeantii^ for ao^Mft, Iheir at^ile stuck in my 
throat, ibr my heart loathed all pleasurable indul- 
gMtoe in the preeeift elate of my affiirs. In vain did 
my wflideo, to driv* away the blue devils, i^edge ma 
oontinaally, and te tp atiate on the exoellenoe of his 
wine i inqieziahable nectar would have heai pricked, 
■ooording to the ftstidioufl report of my palate. 
TluB being the case, be went another w^ to woric, 
and told me the stoiy of his mairiage, with as mucb 
humor as soofa a subject would adnut. Here be waa 
•till less Bucoessfiil, 60 wandering was my atten- 
tion, that before the end, I had forgotten the begin- 
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ning lad tba saddle. At laigth he mu eonTinoed 
ibat there waa no divartiiiig my ^oomy thongfats Jot 
that erening. After finufaiiig hii lolitaiyBopper, be 
rose from table* saying, Signor de Santaliuie, I shall 
leave you to your repose, or rather to the free indul- 
genoe of yoor own raveriee. Bnt, take my word for 
tt, your mis&rtane will not be of long continnBnoe. 
^le king ia natocally good. When his anger shall 
have pasMd away, uid ymir de^orable eststa shall 
oocnr to his milder thou^its, your pimiahmait will 
^ipear snffioent in his eyes. With diese words, my 
Idnd-Jiearted jaila went down Main, and sent the 
semntB to take away. Kot even the bnwa csndls- 
adcks were left behind ; and I went to bed by the 
pai^tBble darkness cX a glimmering haa:p snspended 
a^inst the wall. 



CSAPT^B y. 



Two hours at least were my thoo^ts employed 
«n what Tordesillas had ta^d me. Here, then, am 
I, fbr having lent myself to the pleasnres of die beir- 
^>parent I It was certainly not having my wits 
about me, to pander for so young a prince. Her». 
in ooDfflsts my crime i had he been amved at a more 
knowing age, die king pei:hfl{)s might only have 
laof^ed at what has now made him so assgry. Bat 
who can have given such coiuuel to the monarch, 
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wi^ont dreading the prince's reeentment or the Dnke 
of Lerma's ? That minister mil doobtlees take ami- 
pie vengeance for his nephew the Connt de Lemoa. 
How can the king have made the disooveiy? That 
is above my comprehension. 

Ihis last was the eternal burden of my song. 
Bat the idea most afflictiTe to my mind, iriiat drove 
me to despair, and laid fiend-like hold upon my 
fimcy, was the unquestioned plunder of my e^cts. 
My strong box, exclaimed I, my dear wealth,- what 
is beoome of you ? Into what hands have yon fidlen ? 
Alas I you are lost in less time than you were gained I 
Hie ruinous oonfusion of my housdbold was the pei<- 
petual death's head of my imi^;imition. Yet this 
wilderness of melsndioly ideas sheltered me from 
absolute distraction ; sleep, whidi had shonned my 
wretched straw, now paid his readier visit to my soft 
and gentlemanly couch. Watching and wine, too, 
imparted a strong narcotic to his poppies. My slum- 
bers were profound ; and to all appearance, the day 
mif^ have peeped in upon my repose, if I had not 
been awakened all at once by such sounds as rarely 
perforate a prison wall. I heard the thrum of a 
guitar, accompanying a man's voice. My whole 
attention was absorbed ; but the invisible musician 
paused, and left the fleeting impression of a dream. 
An instant afterwards, my ear was soothed with the 
sound of the same instrument, and the same voioe* 

vrM\j the ant agaliMt poor winter houdi 
The Itock wblch nunniBr's weilth sffinde ; 
In gntuhoppen, that mnst M aatoniD die. 
Bow tatai mn mch an Indoatrrl 
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Of lore or fcrtnne tha deedtftd U^ ' ' 
Hlgbt balf BzciuB onr diMted light. 
If It of Ittb tbs wbole muUl time woulcl Ay, 
And bi OUT mublDB mil fiM day.* 

Theee Tersee, which soonded as if they had been 
sung ezpresaly for the dirge of my departed happi- 
uesB, were only an aggravation of my feelings. The 
troth of the sentiment, said I, is but too well exem- 
plified in me. The meteor of court &vor has but 
plunged me in substantial darkness ; the summer 
■unahine of ambition is quenched in these autumnal 
glooms. Now did I sink again into cold and com- 
fortless meditation ; my miseries began to flow afresh, 
as if they fed and grew upon their own vital stream. 
Yet my wailinga ended with the night ; and the first 
rays which played npon my chamber wall amused 
my mind into composure. I got np to opot my 
window, and let the vivid ur of morning into my 
nxnn. I^en I glanced over the country, eo attrao- 
tively depicted in the description of my keeper. It 
did not seem to justify his panegyric. The £r@ma, 
a second Tagns in my magnifying fancy, was little 
better than a brook. Its flowery banks were fringed 
with nettles, and arrayed in all the majesfy of thistles ; 
the delicious vale in this fairy prospect was a barren 
wilderness, untamed by human labor. It therefore 
was very evident that my keener sensations were not 

• To IwTB nbtUCirted, wlOi a lUght Tutatloii, IliMe two itMuai 
ftom Cowley for a tnnalatloaortbe aonmumplacB coaplet In ttu 
ofjgiiu], wfU probablj not be tbonght to requlra any qwlogy, Tbey 
iwcMurUy Involre a chango In the conieqaeiit leBectton* of otir 

httO, ■ TKAMaiiATOft. 
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yet softened into ttK^ a oompoBed tbduicholy as ooald 

give any but a jaundiced coloring to the landsc^je. 

I be^n dressing, and had already half finished my 
toilet, when Tordeaillas ushered in an old chamber- 
maid, laden with shirts and towels. Signor Gtt Bias, 
said he, here is your linen. Do not be saving of it ; 
there shall always be as many dhonges as you can 
possibly want. Well, now I and how have you 
passed the ni^it? lbs the drowsy god administered 
bis anodyne? I could have slept till this time, 
answered I, if I had not been awakened bj a voioe 
singing to a guitar. The cavalier who has disturbed 
your repose, resumed he, is a state prisoner ; and his 
chamber is contiguons to youis. He is a kni^t of 
the military order of Calatrava, and is a very accom- 
plished peison. His name is Don Gaston de Cogol- 
los. Yoa may meet as ofl«a as yon like, and take 
your meals together. It wiU afford redioocal oon- 
Bolalitm to compare your fortunes. There can be no 
doubt of your being agreeable to one another. I 
assured Don Andrew how sensible I was of Ms in- 
dulgence m allowing me to blend my Borrows -mth 
those of my feUowenfierer ; and, as I betrayed some 
impatience to be acquainted with him, our accom- 
modating wardoi met my wishes on the very sanM 
day. He fixed me to dine with Don Gaston, whose 
prqxissesung physiognomy and symmetry of feature 
struck me senrably. Judge what it must have been 
to make so strong an impression on eyes accnstomed 
to encounter the dazzling exterior of the court. 
Figure to yourself a man fiuhioned in the mould of 
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; one of those heroes in romance, who has 
011I7 to show hi« face, and baniah the sweet sleep 
from the ^elids of princessee. Add to this, that 
nature, who is ^eaxsrvSlj bountiful with one hand and 
ni^;aidl^ with the other, had crowned the perfectiona 
<^ CogolloB with wit and valor. He was a man, 
whose like, take him for aB in all, we mi^t not 
•oon lo<^ npon again. . 

If this fine fellow was mightily to my taste, itwtu 
mj good luck not to be altogether offensive to him. 
He no longer sang at night for fear of aimoying me, 
thon^ I be^ed him by no means to reatmiQ his 
inclinations on my account. A bond of union is 
soon fbrmed between brethren id misfortune. A 
close friendship succeeded to mere acquaintance, and 
strengthened from day to day. Hie liberty of Uninter- 
rupted intercourse contributed greatly to our mutual 
stqiport ; our harden became lighter by division. 

One day afW dinner I went into his room, joBt 
as be was tuning his guitar. To hear him more at 
my ease, I sat down on the only stool ; while he^ 
reclining on his bed, played a pathetic air, and sang 
to it a ditty, expressing the despair of a lover and 
tiie cmel^ of his mistress. When he had finished, 
I said to him with a smile, Sir knight, such stiaind 
as these ooold never be applicable to your own suc- 
cesses with the fair. You were not made to cope 
with female repulse. Yott think too well of me, 
answered he. llie verses you have just heard were 
composed to fit my own case — -to soften a heart of 
adammt. Yon most hear my story, and in ray 
•toiy, my distresBes. 
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It mil be veiy txxta. four Tears ainoe I left Madrid 
to go and see my annt Donna Eleonoia de Lazarilla 
at Ccnia : ahe is one oiT the richest dowagers in Old 
Caadle, with myself for her only heir. Scarcely had 
Igot within her doors, when love invaded my repose. 
The windows of my room &ced the lattice of a lady 
living opposite ; but the street was narrow, and her 
blinds pervious to the eye. It was an opportunity 
too delicious to be lost, and I found my nelg^ibor so 
lovely that my heart was c^tivat«d. The subject 
of my sentzy-watch could not be Tni'iitji.lrP!T>. She 
marked it well ; but she was sot a girl to glory in 
' tlie detection, still less \a encourage my fooleries. 

It was natural to inquire the name of this mi^ty 
conqueror. I learned it to be Dcmna Helena, only 
qanghter of Dcm George de Galisteo, lord of a large 
domain near Coria. She bad innumerable offers of 
marriage ; but her &ther repulsed them all, because 
be meant to bestow her hand <m his nephew Don 
Austin de Oli^era, who had uninterrupted access to 
bis cousin while the settJements were preparing. 
This was no bar to my hopes : on the contrary, it 
whetted my eagerness, and the insolent pleaanre of 
supplanting a favored rival was, perhaps, at bottom 
e^iaUy my motive with a more noble posuon. tfy 
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Tisna) BftilIeT7 waa obstmately plscted against my 

'onyieldiiig &ir. Her attendant Felicia was not 
withoat any incense of a glance, to soften her rigid 
oonstancy in my favor ; while nods and becks stood 
for the current coin of language. But all these 
efibrts of gallantry were in vain — the maid was im- 
pregnable, like her mistress — never was there such a 

-pair of cold and cruel ones. 

^nie commerce of the eyes being so nnthrifty, I bad 
recourse to difieroit agents. My sconts were on the 

-watch to hunt oat what acquaintance Felicia mi^it 
have in town. They discovered an old kdy, by 
name l!1ieod(»a, to be her moat intimate friend, and 
that they often met. Delighted at the intelligence, 
I went point blank to Theodora, and engaged her by 
presents in my interest. She took my cause up 

' heartily, promised to contrive an interview ibr me 
with her ftiend, and kept her engagement the very 

;neztday. 

I am no longer the wretch of yesterday, said I to 
Felicia, since my sufferings have melted you to pity. 
How deep is my debt to your friend for her kind 
interference in my. behalf I Sir, answered she, 
Hieodora can do what she pleases with me. She 
has bron^t me over to your side of the question ; 
and if I can do you a kindness, you shall soon be at 
the Bommit of your wishes ; but, with all , my par- 

' tiality in your favor, I know not how far my efforts 
may be successful. It would be cruel to mislead 
you ; the prize will not be gained .without a severe 

. conflict. .The object of your passion is betrothed te' 
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•aother gentleman, and ber chanctermost iiiu>i»- 
cioiu to ^onr designB. Such is her pridei and mi 
closely locked are her secrets within ha own hreaati 
tiiat if, by constant and aasiduitioB, jou could «zt(nt 
from her a few aigha, fiiocy not that her haughty 
-ipirit would indulge your ears with their inuno> 
Ah 1 my dear Fehcia, exclaimed I, in an agony, why 
will you thus magnify the obetaoles in my way ? To 
set them in array will kill me. Lead me on with 
fidse hopes, if you will, hut do not drive me to de- 
spair. With these words I took one of bar bands, 
inressed it between mine, and slid a ^amond on her 
finger, value three hundred pistoles, with such a mov- 
ing compliment as made her weep again. 

Such speeches and corresponding actions deserved 
some scanty comfort. She smoothed a little the 
rugged path of love. Sir, said die, what I have 
JQSt been telling you need not quite ipiench your 
hope. Your rival, it is true, is in poeseuion of the 
ground. He comes back and fore as he pleases. He 
toys with her as oflen as he likes ; but all that is m 
yoor favor. The habit of constuit intercourse sheds 
a languor ova: thdr meetings. They part without 
pain, and come together without emotion. One 
would take them for man and wif^. In a word, my 
mistress hasnomarlcsof violent lore fin- Don Austin. 
Besides, in point of person, there is snob a difEereoce 
between yoa and him as cannot fiul to oatdi the eye 
of a nice observer like Donna Helena. Hioefore 
do not be cast down. Continue your particular aU 
tentions. Yon shall have a second in me. I shall 
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ict no oppoitumf;^ escape -of pointing cntt U> my mis- 
tress the merit of aQ your exsrtions to please ber. 
Ta vain shall she intrench herself behind reserve. In 
spite of guard and gwrison, I will ransack the mu^ 
■tei^roll of her sentiments. 

Now were my open attacks and secsret amboscades 
more fiercely pointed against the daug^r of Don 
Greoige. Among the rest, X entertained her with a 
serenade. After the concert, Felicia, to sound her 
mistress, be(^^ XA know how she had been enter- 
tained. The singer had a good voice, said Donna 
Helena. Bat how did you like the words ? replied 
4he abigail. I scarcely hoted them, returned the 
la^ ; the moaic engrossed my whole attention. The 
poetry excited as little curioai^ as its author. If 
ihat is the case, exclaimed the chambermaid, poor 
Don Oastcoi de C(^;o11ob is Teckoning withont his 
'host ; and a miserable spendtihrift of his glances, to 
be always ogling at onr lattice-work. Perhaps it 
may not be he, said the mistresBS, with petrifying 
■indifference, but some other spailE, announcing bis 
passion by this concert. Excuse me, answered 
Felicia, it is Don Gaston himself, who accosted me 
this morning in the street, and implored me to assure 
you how he adored, in defiance of yonr rigorous 
repalses ; but that he should esteem himself the most 
blest of mortals if yon would allow him to soothe 
his desponding thou^ts by all the most delicate and 
impassioned attentimn. Judge now if I can bemi»- 
taken, aAer so open an avowal. 

Don George's daughter changed countenance at 
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mice, and said to her servant, with a aerere frown, 
You mi^t well have diapenaed with the relatioQ of 
this impertiiKmt diacotine. Bring me no more mch 
idle tales ; and tell this young madman, when next 
he accoBts you, to play off his shallow artifices on 
some more accommodating fool ; but, at all evKita, 
let him choose a more gentlemanly recreation than 
that of lounging all day at his window, and prying 
into the priracy of my apartment. 
- This message was futhfidly delivered at my next 
interview with Felicia, who assured me that her 
mistreBs's modes of speech were not to be taken in 
their literal conitmction, but that my affiurs were in 
the best possible train. For my part, being little read 
in the science of coquetiy, and finding no fiivoraUe 
sense on the fitoe of the author's original words, I 
was half out of humOT with the wire-drawn comments 
of the critic. She lau^ied at my misgiving, and 
asked her friend fiv pen, ink, and paper, saying. 
Sir knight of ^te doleful countenance, write in^ 
mediately to Donna Helena as dolefully as you look. 
Make echo ring with your Bufferings ; outsigh the 
river's murmur ; and, above all, let rocks and woods 
resound with the prohibition of i^pearing at your 
-window. Then pawn your existence on obeying iter, 
though without the poeaibility ever to redeem the 
pledge. Turn all that nonsense into pretty sentences, 
as you gay deceivers so well know how to do, and 
leave the rest to me. The event, I flatter myself, 
will redound more than you are aware to the honor 
of my penetration. 
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Se moBt bam been a Btniige loTer who would 
not ham profited by so opportune an occasion of 
writiiig to bis mistress. My letter was couched in 
the moflt pathetic terms. Felicia smiled at its con- 
tents, and said that if the women knew the art of 
infitfuaring men, the men, in return, had borrowed 
thor influence over women &om the arch wheedler 
himself. Mj peiyy counsellor took the note, and 
went back to Don Greorge'e, with a special iiyuao- 
tiim that my windows should be fiut shut for some 
dsys. 

Madam, said she, going yxp to Donna Helena, I 
met Don Gaston. He must needs endeaTor to come, 
roond me with his flattering speeches. In tremulous 
accents, like a culprit pleading against his sentence,. 
be be^ed to know whether I had apoken.to you on 
his belulf. Then, in prompt and fiuthfiil compliance 
with your orders, I snapped up the words out of bis 
month. To be sure, my tongue did run at a fine. 
rate against him. I called him all manner of names, 
and left him in the street like a stock, staring at my 
termagant loquacity. I am delighted, answered 
Douia Eteleua, that you hare disengaged me from 
tbat troublesome person. But there was no occasion 
to hare mubbed him so unmerdiully. A creature 
of your degree should always ke^ a good t<»)gue in 
its mouth. Madam, replied the domestic, one can- 
not get rid of a determined lorer by mincing one's 
words, thou^ it comes to much die same thing when 
MM flies into a passion. Don Gaston, for instance, 
was not to be bullied oot of his senses. AAer bar- 
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ing g^ren it him on both eides of hi» mh, aa I told 
you, I mnt OB that enaad of yours to the houae of 
your rdad<Ht. The Udy, as ill luck would have it, 
kept me longer than she ought. I say hmger than 
she ought, because my plague and torment met me 
on my return. Who the dence would have thought 
of seeing him? It put me all in a twitter; but 
then my tongue, which at other times is apt to be in 
a twitter, stock motionless in my month. Whilemy 
tongue stuck motionless in my mouth, what did he 
do F He slid a paper into my hand without givii^- 
me time to consider whether I should take it or no, 
and made off in a moment. 

After this introduction, she drew my letter &om. 
nnder her stays, and gave it with half a banter to- 
her mistnw, who affected to read it in humorooa 
ecoro, but digested the oontents most greedily, and 
then put on the starch, offended prude. In good 
earnest, Felicia, said she, with all the gravity aba 
oould assume, you were extremely off your guard, 
quite bewildered and ftsdnated, to have taken the 
charge of such an epistle. What construction would 
Don Gaston put upon it? What must I think of it 
myself? You give me reason , hy this strange behavior, 
to mistrust your fidelity, while he must suspect tub 
of encouraging bis odious suit. Alas I he nuy, 
perhaps, lay that flattering unction to his soul, that 
my love is legible in these characters, and not his 
trespass. Only consider how you lay my towering 
pride. O, quite the reverse, madam, answered thai 
petlicoated pleada- ; it is in^iosaible fbr him to think 
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that; mkI if he did, he would eoon be convinoed 
with ft flea in his ear. I BhaJl teil him, when next. 
we meet, that I hRve delivoed his letter, that you 
^■nced at &e atqtenoiptioB with petrifying indiffier- 
ence, and then, without reading a word, tore it into 
ten thotuand pieces. You may swear that I did 
tlot raad it with a safe conscienoe, replied Donna 
Helena. I should be puzzled to retrace a sin^ 
sentiment. Don G«orge's dau^iter, not contented 
with these words, suited the action to them, tore mj, 
letter, and imposed silence oo my advocate. 

As I had promised no bnger to play the lover at 
my window, the faroe of obedience was kept up for 
several days. Ogling being inteidicted, my court- 
ship was doomed to enter in at my Helena's obdurata 
ears. One ni^t I attended under her balcony with 
nmsidians ; the first bars of the serenade were already, 
playing, when a swaggering blade, sword m hand» 
roshed in upon our hsrmony, laying about him to 
the right and left, to the utter discomfiture of the 
trm^. Such mad warfare fired my tilting propen- 
sitiee to equal finy. Hie afiiay became serious. 
Donna Helena and her maid were disturbed by the 
clash of swords. They looked out at their lattice, 
and saw two men engaged. Their cries roused Don 
George and his servants. The whole neighboriaood 
was assembled to part the combatants. Bnt they 
came too late : on &e field of battle, bathed in its 
own Uood and almost lifeless, lay my imfi>rtunat« 
body. TiKy carried me to my aunt's, and sent for 
dte best surgical assistance in the place. 
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AH tiie world was merdfiil, and wished mfl well,, 
especialljr Dodds Helena, whose heart was now un- 
maslced. Her forced severity jrielded to her natural 
feelingB. Would yoa believe it? The cold, relent- 
less, insensible, was kindled into ^warmest of love's 
votaries. She wore out the remainder of the ni^ 
in weeping with her futhful confidante, and giving- 
her cousin, Don Austin de Olighera, to perdition;, 
(or him they taxed with the plotted massacre, and 
the bill was a true one. He could hide his heart as 
well as his cousin ; he therefore watched my motions,, 
withoat seeming to suspect them; and fiuicying 
them not to be without a corresponding impulse, he 
resolved not to be sacrificed with impunity. The 
accident was an awkward one to me, but it aided in 
overpowering rapture. Dangerous as my womid 
was, the surgeon soon brou^t me about. I was 
etill confined to my chamber, when my aunt, Donna 
Eletmora, went over to Don Greorge, and made pro- 
posals for Donna Helena. He consented the more 
readily to the marriage, as he never expected to see 
Don Austin again. The good old man was s&aid 
of his dangler's not liking me, because cousin Oli- 
ghera had kept her company ; but she was so tractable 
to the parental behest, as to furnish grounds ftn: 
believing that in Spain, as in other countries, the 
species, not the individual, is the object with the sex. 

Felida, at our first private meeting, communica- 
ted the emotions of her mistress on my misfitttune. 
Now, like another Paris, I thought l^oy wdl loot 
for my Helm, and blessed tbe luq^y consequence* 
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of mj woaad. Soq George allowed me to speak 
with his dau^ter in presence of her attendant. 
What s heaTenlf interview 1 I \M^eA and prayed 
die lady so earnestly to tell me v^iether her sufifer- 
«nce of my tows was forced upon her by her fiitber, 
diat she at length confessed her obedience to be in 
imiBon with her inclinations. AAer so delicious a 
declaration, my ^ole soul was given up to love and 
pleasurable gratificationB. Our nuptials were to be 
graced by a magnificent procession of atl the princH 
pal people in Coria and the neighborhood. 

I gave a splendid party at my aunt's country-honse, 
in the Bubnrbs on the side of Manroi. Don George, 
his dan^ter, the &mily, and fri^ids on both sides 
were present. Hiere was a concert of vocal and 
instmmental mosic, with a company of strolling 
players, to represent a comedy. In the middle of 
the festivities, some one whispered me that a man 
wanted to apeak with me in the hall. I got up from 
- table to go and see iHio it was. The stranger looked 
like a gcmtlenutn's servant. He put a letter into my 
hand, containing these winds : — 

<* If you have any sense of htmor, as a knight of 
your order ought to have, you will not fail to attend 
to^norrow morning in tbe plain of Manroi. Here 
yon will find an antagonist ready to gire you your 
revenge for his former attack upon your person, or, 
what be rather hopes and meditates, to spoil your 
'ocumnbial transports with Donna Helena. 

" DoH Austen db Ousoxsla.' ~ 
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' 1£ lore ia r Spaoirii pusioii, revenge is the Spsn- 
idi Innuy. Su^ a note as thig was not to be read 
with ooinpomre. At the mere sabocriptioD of Don 
Austin, there kindled in mj vwna a fire whi<^ ahnoet 
made me forget the claims of hoBpitality. I waa 
tempted to steal away from my company, and seek 
Bkj antagonist on the infant. For fear of disturbing 
the. qkeniment, however, I bridled in my rage, and 
■aid to the meeaenger, My fiiend, yoa may tell your 
en^oyer that I shall meet him on the appointed spot 
at sunrise, and resmne the contest with obstinacy 
eqnal to bis own. 

A^r Balding this answer, I resumed my seat at 
table with bo composed a mien that no creature had 
the least suspicion of what had occurred. During 
the reet of die day I gave myself up to the pleasurea 
of the festival, which ended not till midni^t. The 
goesta then retnmed to town ; but I staid behind, 
under pretext of taking the air on the following 
morning. Instead of going to bed, I watched for 
the dawn with maddening impatience. With the 
first ray I got on horseback, and rode alone towards 
Manroi. On the }Jain was a horseman, riding up 
to me at full speed. I pushed forward, and we met 
halfway. It was my rival. Knight, said he, su- 
perciliooaly, it is against my will that I me^ you a 
second time on the same occasion; but you have 
brou^t your fate on yourself. After the adventure 
of the serenade, yoa ought to have waived your pre- 
tensions to Don George's daughter, or at least to 
have been asmred that tbe-support of them must coat 
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yua dearer than n aingle encoonter. You are too 
moch dated, anawerod I, irith an adrantagft wUeb 
u less owii^, petiups, to your superior skill, than to 
the darkness of the night. Remonber that vietoiy 
ia of the same blind fiunlly with fbrtnne. It shall bo 
my lot to teac^ you, replied he with inanlting aconi, 
diat I have unsealed the eyes of both. 

At this proud deflance, we both dismoimted, tiod 
our horses to a tree, and eng^;ed with eqnal flu;. 
I must candidly acknowledge the prowess of my 
aotagtmist, who was a consummate master of fencii^. 
My life was exposed to the greatest possible danger. 
Nevertheless, as the stroi^ is often vanquished by 
the weak, my rival, in spite of all his scJeuce, !«• 
ccdved a thrust through the heart, and fell a lifelosa 
oorpse. 

I immediate retomed, and told a confidcattial 
serrant what had happened, requestbg him to take 
horse and acquaint my aunt, before the officers of 
justice could get inteD%ence of the event. He was 
also to obtain from her a supply of mtmey and 
jewds, and then join me at the first im as yon enter 
Plazencia. 

All this was perfenned within three hours. Donna 
Eleonora rather triumphed than monmed over a 
catastrophe which restored my injured honor, end 
sent me large remittances for my travels abroad till 
die affair had blown over. 

Not to dwell on tSffitrent drctmutances, snlGce it 
to say, that I embarked for Italy, aaiA equipped my- 
sdf soas tomaltf anispeetaUfr flgore at theaennd 
courts. 



^d by Google 



^%. OIL BLAM. 

While I waa endeavoring to beguile the yrmry 
boon of absence, Helena waa weeping at home from 
the same cause. Instead of joining in the family 
resentment, her heart waa panting for a compiomise, 
and for my speedy retam. Six months had already, 
elapsed, and I firmly believe that her constancy 
would have been proof againat the ^track of time, 
bad time been seconded by no more powerful ally. 
Don JKas de Combadoe, a gentleman from the 
western coast of Galicia, came to Coria, to take 
possession oC a rich inheritance unsuccessfully con' 
tested by a near relation. He liked that country so 
Biuch better than his own, that he made it bis prin- 
cipal residence. Combados was a personable nun. 
His manners were gentle and well bred, his conver- 
sation moat insinuating. With such a passport, he 
aoon got into the beat company, and knew all the 
fiunily concerns of the place. 

It was not long before he heard of Don George's 
duighter, and of her extraordinary beatitr. 'Hiis 
touched his cariosity nearly ; he was eager to behold 
sofbrmidable a lady. For this purpose, he endeav- 
ored to worm himself into the good graces of her 
fttber, and succeeded so well, that the old gentleman, 
already looking on him as a son-in-law, gave him 
free admission to the house, and the liberty of con- 
.versingwithDonnaHelena in his presence. TheGali- 
cinn soon became deeply enamoured of her ; indeed, 
it waa the common fote of all who had erer beheld 
her charms. He opened bis heart to Don Greoi^t 
who consented to his paying his addresses, but told 
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Ilim that ao far from ofiering Tiolence to ber mclina- 
tion, be alioold never interfere in her choice. Hem- 
upon Don Bias pressed eroy device that impasrioned 
ingennity coold suggest into his eerrioe, to melt and 
vranu the icicles of reserve ; but the lady was im- 
penetrable to his arts, fiust bonnd in the fetters of an 
earlier love. Felicia, however, was in the new 
suitor's interest, convinced of his merit by the nni- 
versal argument. All the fitculties of her soul were 
called forth in his cause. On the other hand, the 
father urged his wishes and entreaties. Thus was 
Donna Helena tormented for a whole year with 
their importunities, and yet her &ith continued uil- 
■haken. 

Combados, finding that Don George and FeliciB 
took up his cause with veiy little success, proposed 
an expedient for conquering prejudice to the follow- 
ing effect. We will suppose a merchant of Coria to 
have received a letter from his Italian correspondent, 
in which, among the news of the day, there shall be 
the following paragraph : " A Spanish gentleman, 
Don Gaston de CogoUoa, has lately arrived at the 
court of Parma. He is said to be nephew and 
•ole heir to a rich widow of Coria. He is paj^g 
his addresses to a nobleman's daughter; but the 
&mily wishes to ascertain tibe validi^ of his preten- 
sions. Send me word, therefore, whether you know 
this Don Gaston, ti^thcr with the amount of his 
aunt's fortune. On your answer the marriage will 
depend. Parma, . . . day of, &c." 

The (M gentleman considered this trick as a mere 
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wuc&ie ; and the jade of a go-between, with con- 
Mieitce still more oaUoiw tbaa her master's, was 
deli|^ited with the probabilily of the matucuTre. It 
teemed to be so much the more happily imagined, as 
ibey knew Helena to be a proud girl, capable of 
taking decisive measures in the moment of surprise 
.and indignation. Don George undertook to be the 
herald of mj fickleness, and hj w&y of coloring the 
contrivanoe more naturally, to coo&ont the pretended 
ixvrespondeat with her. This project was executed 
■MM soon as formed. The father, with counterfeit 
.emotions of displeasure, said to Donna Helena, 
Daughter, it is not enough now to tell you that om* 
nladons inveigh against as alliance with Don Austin's 
'murderer; a still stronger reason henceforward 
pieeses to detach you from Don Craston. It may 
well overwhelm you with ehamo to have been hia 
dupe BO long. Here is an undeniable proof of his 
inoonstoocy. Only read this letter, just received by 
a merchant of Coria from Italy. The trembUng 
Helena caught at this forged paper, glanced over the 
writing, then weighed every expression, aod stood 
aghast at the import of the wh(de. A keen pang of 
disappointment wrung from her a few reluctant tears ; 
-hut pride came to her assistance ; she wiped away 
the &lling drops of weakness, and said to her &ther, 
in a determined tone, Sir, you have just been witness 
of my folly; now bear testimony to my triumph 
over myself. The delusion ia past ; Don Gaston is 
the object of ^y nttet contempt. I am ready to 
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mett Don BUa «t die altar, and b6 befinehAnd with 
ths traitor in tlie pledge of our tnuufeired affecUona. 
Dob George, traiuported with yty at thia change, 
embraced his daughter, extolled her spirit to the 
skies, sod hastened the neceseaiy preparations, with 
all the self«omplacenc}r of a successful plotter. 

Thus was Donna Helena snatched from me. She 
threw herself into the arms of Combados in a pet, 
not listening to the secret whispers of love within 
her breast, uor suspecting a Btory which ought to 
have seemed so improbable in the annals of true 
passion. The haughty are always the victims of 
their own rash conclusions. Beseutment of insulted 
beauty triumphed whoUy over the sug^jestionB of 
teDdemess: And yet, a few days after marriage, 
there came over her some feelings of remorm for her 
predpitation ; it struck her tliat the letter might 
hare been a forgery ; and the very poiHlbility dis- 
turbed her peace. But the enamoured Don Bias left 
bis wife no dme to nurse up thou^ts injuriooa to 
tb^ new-found joys ; a succession of gayety and 
pleasure kept her in a thoug^ess iriurl, and shielded 
her from the pangs of unavailing repentance. 

She appeared to be in high good humor with so 
i[»rit-stirring a husband, so that they were living 
together in perfect unanimity, when my aunt ad- 
josted my affair with Don Austin's relations: Of 
this she wrote me word to Italy. I returned on the 
wings of love. Donna Eleonora, not having aii- 
nounced the marriage, informed me of it on m^ 
BTTTval, and remarking what pain it gave me, >aid. 
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You are in the wrong, nephew, to ihowao much &^ 
jug for a Mthleu &ir. Banish fi?om your nmnoiy 
a person so unworthy to share in its tender recol- 
lections^ 

As nj aunt did not know how Donna Helena bad 
been played upon, she had reason to talk as she did ; 
nor could she have given me better advice. To 
affect indifference, if not to conquer my passion, was 
tuy bounden duty. Yet there could be no harm in 
just inquiiing hy what means this union had been 
iMOUght to bear. To get at the truth, I determined 

'<»! applying to Felida's fiiend, Theodora. There I 
met with Felicia herself, who was confounded at my 
unwelcome presence, and would have esctq>ed fronn 
the necessity of explanation. But I Bto[q>ed her. 

-Why do you avoid me? said I. Has your perjured 

' mistress forbidden you to give ear to my complaints? 

.or would you make a merit with the ungrateful w<h 
man of your voluntary refiisal ? 

Sir, answered the plotting abigail, I coafesa my 
fiutit, and throw myself on your mercy. Your ap- 
pearance here has filled me with remorse. Mymi^ 
tress has been betrayed, and unhappily in part by 
my agency. The particulars of their infernal devict 
followed this avowal, with an endeavor to nudce me 
amends for its lamentable consequence. To this 

'effect, she offered me her services with her mistress, 
and promised to undeceive her ; in a word, to wodc 

.nifi^ and day, that she might soften the rigor of my 

-Bufferings, and open the career of hope. 

I pass over the numberless oontradictioos she ex- 
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perienoed before she ooold accomplish the projected 
interview. It ma at length airanged to admit me 
privatel7, while Don Bias waa at his hunting^eat. 
The plot did not linger. The hosband went into the 
country, and they sent for me to his lady's apart- 
ment. 

My .onset waa reproachful in the extreme, but my 
mouth waa sooa shut upon the Bubject, It is oseless 
to look back upon the past, said the lady. It can 
be no part of our present intention to work upon 
each other's feelings ; and you are grievously mis- 
taken if you fancy me inclined to flatter your aspir- 
ing hopes. My sole inducement for receiving you 
here was to tell you personally that you have only 
henceforth to foi^et me- Perhaps I might have been 
better satisfied with my lot had it been united with 
yours ; but, since heaven has ordered it otherwise, 
we must submit to its decrees. 

What I madam, answered 1,18 it not enough to have 
lost you, to see my successful rival in quiet posses- 
sion of all my soul holds dear, but I must also banish 
you from my thoughta ? You would tear from me 
even my passion, my only remaining blessing I And 
think you that a man, whom you have once enchant- 
ed, can recover his self-possesaion ? Know yourself 
better, and cease to enforce impracticable behests. 
Well then I if so, rejoined she vrith hurried impor- 
tunity, do you cease to flatter yourself with interest- 
ing my gratitude or my pity. In one short word, 
the wife of Don Bias shall never be the mistress of 
Don Gaston. Let us at once end a couvereatioa at 
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whicli deSeatey verolti ia epitc of Tirtna, and fof* 
emptorOy forinds it« kngor contiBiuuiM. 

I now threw myself at tb* hdfa feet ia deqiair. 
AH the powers of hngnage and of tears were called 
forth to softoi her. Bat erea tluB aerMd only to 
excite some inbred sentiments of compassion, stifled 
ttB soon M bom, and Morifioed at the shrine of duty. 
AflcT haviog fruitleeBly exluniBtod all my stores of 
tender peisoasion, v^e took posseesion of my breast, 
I drew my mrord, sod weald bare fidlea on its point 
ht^on tiie inesomble Helena ; but she saw my design, 
and prevented it. Stay yosr nak hand, 'Cogolloa, 
said she. Is it tbus that 70a consult my repatation ? 
In dying thns, and here, you will brand me with 
disbonor, and my husband with the impntation of 
motder. 

In tbe agony t^ my despair, far irom yielding to 
these suggestions, I oidy straggled agunst the pre- 
Tentive efllbrts of Ae two yfomea, and shoidd bare 
stmggled too mooessfiilly, if Don Bfaw bad not ap- 
peared to second them. He had been af^aised a£ 
our ase^ation, and, instead of going into the 
oouBtry, had oonoealed himself behind the hsngingSr 
to overhear our oonferenoe. Don Gaston, cried he. 
as be arrested my nplifted arm, neall your soatteFed 
senses, and no longer give a loose to these mad 
transports. 

Hers I oould hold no longer. Is it for yoD, 
said I, to torn me from my resohitionp Yon 
oa^it rather yomrself to plunge a dagger in my 
bestmi. My love, with all its train of miseries, is 
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Ui insult lo you. Hxve you not Boipriaed me in 
your wife's apartment at this luueasonable hour? 
What gnater prorocation csn yon want for your 
:Tevenge9 Stab me, and rid yourself of a man who 
■can (mly f^e -up the adoration < of Donna Helena 
with his life. It is in rain, answered Don Bias, that 
you endeavtur to iiiterest my honor in ,your deatrno- 
tion. You are auffioiently punished for your rash- 
ness ; and my wife's imprudence, in giving yon this 
Importunity of indulging it, is sanctified by the purity 
of her sentiments. Take my advice, Cogollos : 
shrink not effeminately &om your wayward destiny, 
but bear up i^iainst it with the patient courage of a 
hero. 

The prudent Galician, by such language, gradual- 
iy composed Hit ferment of my mind, and waked me 
once more to virtue. I withdrew in the determina- 
tion of removing &r from the scene of my felly, aod 
went for Madrid two days afierwaids. There, pm> 
suing the career of fortune and preferment, I a[H 
pe«red at court, and laid myself out for connectaona. 
But it was my ill luck to attach myself particularly 
■to the Marquis of Villareal, a Portuguese grandee, 
v'ho, tying under a suspicion of intending to emaib- 
cipate his country &om the Spanish yoke, is now in 
the castle of Alicant. Aa the Duke of Lenna knew 
me to be closely connected with this nobleman, he 
^ve orders fer my arrest and detention here. That 
minister thought me capable of engaging in sudi a 
project — he could not have ofiered a more outran 
geous affront to a man of noble birth and aCastalian, 
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Don Gaston tbiu ended hie 0(017. ^7 '^'•7 ^ 
oonaolation I aiud to him, Elustrioua sir, toot honor 
can receive no taint from this temporuy detainer, 
and your interest will probably be promoted by it in 
the end. "When the I>ake of Lenna shall be con- 
vinced of yonr innocence, he will not &il to give yoD 
a con«derable post, and thus retrieve the duzacter oi 
a gentleman uyostly accused of treason. 



CBAPTES Vn. 



Ons conversation was interrupted by Tordeaillaa, 
who came into the room, and addressed me thus : 
Signer Gil Bias, I have just been speaking with a 
young man at the prison gate. He inquired if you 
were not here, and looked much mortified at my re- 
Atsal to satisfy his cariosity. Noble governor, said 
he, with tears in his eyes, do not rgect my most 
humble petition. I am Signor de Santillane's prin- 
cipal domestic, and you will do an act of charity l>y 
allowing me to see him. You pass for a kind-hearted 
gentleman in Segovia ; I hope yon will not deny me 
the favor of conversing for a few minutes with my 
dcnr master, who is unferhmate rather than criminal. 
In short, continaed Don Andrew, the lad was so im- 
portunate, diat I promised to comply with hia wistiea 
this evening. ,^ ,, ^ 
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I assured Toideaillas tliat he could not have pleased 
me better than hf brii^iiig this young man to me, 
who could probably communicate ti£nga of the last 
importiince. I waited with impatience for the en- 
trance of my &itlifid Scipio, unce I could not doubt 
him to beithe man ; nor was I mistaken in my con- 
jecture. He was introduced at the time appointed ; 
and his joy, which onfy mine could equal, broke 
forth into the most whimsical demonstrations. On 
my side, in the ecstasy of delist, I stretched out 
my arms to him, and he rushed into them with no 
courtfy, measmred embrace. All distinctions of mas- 
ter and dependant were Icrelled in the sympathetio 
nature of our meeting. 

When oar transports had subsided a littie, I in- 
quired into the state of my household. You have 
neither household nor house, answered he : to spare 
you a long string of questions, I will sum up your 
woHdly concerns in two words. Yonr property has 
been [ollaged at both ends, both by the banditti of 
the law and by yonr own retainers, who, regarding 
you as a rained man, paid themselves their own 
w^^ ont of whatever they found that was portable. 
Luckily for you, I had the dezteri^ to save from 
their harpy clutches two large bags of double pis- 
toles. Salero, in whose custody I deposited them, 
will make restitution on your release, which cannot 
be tax distant, as you were put upon his majesty's 
pension list of prisoners without the Duke of Lerma's . 
knowledge or oonsent. 

I B^ed Scipio how he knew his excellency to have 
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had no ehara in my airett. You may depend on it, 

answered he, my information is undeniable. One 
of my friends in the- Duke of Uzeda'a confideooe 
acquainted me with all the ciromnrtancea of your 
impriaonment. Galdeiona, having discovered by s 
npy that Signom Sirena, with the handle of an alias 
to her name, was receiving night visits from the 
Prince of Spain, and that the Count de Lemoa man- 
aged that intrigue by the pandarism of Signor de, 
Santillane, determined. U> be revenged on the whole- 
Ipiot. To this end, he waited on the Daks of Uzoda, 
and dJscovered the whole affiur. The duke, over- 
joyed at Buob a £ne opportunity of mining his oouny, 
did not ful to bestir blmaelf . He laid his informa- 
tion before the king, and painted the prince's danger 
in the most lively colors. His nuyeety was muoh 
angexed, and showed that he was so by soiding. 
Sirena to the nunnery loovided for such frail sistwa, 
tianialiiTig tljq Oouut do liemos, oud condemning Gil 
Bias to perpetual imprisonment. 

This, purnied Soipio, is what my friend UM me. 
Hence you gather your misfortune to be the Duke. of 
Uzeda's handiwork,, or ratlier Calderona's. 

Thus it seined probable that my affiurs mi^t be 
reinstated in time ; that the Duke of lierma, oha- 
giined at. bis nephew's banishment, would move 
heaven uid earth for that Bobleman's recall ; and it 
might not be too mueh to expeot that bis excellency 
would notforget me. What a delicate gypsy is hap» I 
She wheedled me out of all anxiety about my sbattoed 
fortunes, and made me as figfat-heuted as if I bad 
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good icMOD to be BO. Mj prifion bwked not like 
the dungeon' of perpetual muery, but like the vesti- 
bn]fe toa more diBtmgmahed station. For thoB rus 
die tram of vty teasoiiin^ r Don Fernando Borgia, 
Fatlier' Jerome »P Florence, and more thui all. 
Friar Lonia of Aliaga, who ms^ thank him for hia 
place about the king's person, are the prime minis- 
tea's portisms. With the aid of mch power^ 
fiirads, his raccellency will bear clbwn all opposition, 
even ei^poaing' no change to take place in the poU^ 
ioal barmneter. Btit his majesty's health is very 
jneoarieuB. TW first act »f a new reign would be 
to rec^ the' Comit db Lemos ; he would not fed 
himself at home in the young monordi'e presence 
till ha had iotroduotd' me ab court \ and the young 
aooaaxch would not sit easy on hu throne till he had 
■how^^ benefits on' my> head. Thus, feastiug by 
■atidpatjon en the pleasures of fiiturity, I became 
callous to existing evils.' The two bags, snug in the 
goldsmith's custody, were no bad doubles to the part 
which hope acted in this shifiing pantomime. 

It was impossible not to express my gratitude to 
Scipio for his zeal and honesty. I offered him half 
the salvage ; but he rejected it. X expect, said he, a 
very difiEeient acknowledgment. Asfoniehed as much 
at his mysterious claim as at his refiual, I asked 
what more I could do for him. Let us never part, 
answered he. Allow me to link ray fate witii yours. 
I ftei ftjT you what I never-Mt ft>r any other master. 
AaA^ on b^ part, my good fellow, aaid I, you may 
rest assured that yonraMacbmoit is not thrown away. 
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You caught my &aicj at fiivt al^it. We must have 
been born under Libra or Gemini, where fiiendsh^ 
IB lord of the ascendant. I vn'llingly accept tout 
profiered partnership, and will commence bueiness 
by prevailing with the warden to immure you along 
with me in tbia tower. That is the very thing, ex- 
claimed be. You were beforehand with me, for I 
was just going to beg that &Tor. Your company ia 
dearer to me than liberty itself. I ehall only juat go 
to Madrid now and then, to snuff the gale of the 
mioiatensl atmosphere, and try whether any scent 
lies which may be &Torable for your pursuits Thu! 
will you combine in me a bosom &iend, a trust} 
messenger, and an unsuspected spy. 

Hese advantages were too important for me to 
forego them. I therefore kept so useful a persor 
about me, with leave t^ the oUiging warden, wh- 
would not stand in the way of bo soothing a reUef 
to the weariness of solitude. 



CHAPTER VIII. 
tciFio-a rntar /ouktbt to madridi its objxot akd aua- 

CBSB. OIL SLAB FALLS BKK. THE COaBX<lVBMCS OF BIB 
ILLKSSB. 

If it is a common prorerb that our direst enemies 
are those of our own household, the converse ought 
equally to be admitted among the saws <^ a mon 
candid experience. After such incontestable proof 
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of Soipio's zeal, be became to me like aoodier self. 
All dbtiiiotion of place was confounded betireen Gil 
Bias and bis eecretary ; all insolence Was dropped on 
the one hand, all cringing on the other. .Their lodg- 
ing, bed, and board were in common. 

Soipio's conversadon was of a very lively turn ; be 
might have been dubbed the Spanish Momus, without 
any derogation to the Punch of the Pantheon. But he 
had a long head, as well as a fimcilul brain, combin- 
ing the characters of ooimsellor and jester. My 
friend, said I, one day, what do yon think of writing 
to the Duke of Lerma ? It could, methinks, do no 
harm. Why, as to that, answered he, the great are 
such chameleons, that there is no knowing where to 
have them. At all events, you may risk it ; though 
I would not lay the postage of your letter on its 
success. The nunister loves you, it is true; but 
then political love lacks m^nory as modi as personal 
love lacks visual diecrimination. Out of si^t, out 
of mind 1 is at once the motto and the stigma of 
these gentry. 

True as this may be in the general, replied I, my 
patron is a glorious exception. His kindness lives 
in my recollection. I am perauaded that he suflfers 
for my sufferings, and that they are incessantly pr^ 
ing on his spirits. We must give him credit for 
only waiting till the king's anger shall pass away. 
Be it so, resumed he ; I wish you may not reckon 
without your host. Assail his excellency then with 
an epistle to stir the waters. I will engage to de- 
liver it into his own hands. Pen, ink, and papa 
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hang biuugfatr I oomposed a ^ecimen of eloquenm 
vUddi ScapkudtoUnd to be a pwagon (tf patbm, and 
TordenllaA prrfet ted, for tiia cant of MrmoniziDg 
prolixity, tQ the old. archbishop's homilies. 

I flattered myadf that there would be tears in' the 
Duke of Ijenna*8 eyee, and distraction in his aspect, 
at the detail of miseries which- existed' only on p^>er. 
In that assurance, I despatched' my messenger, who 
BO sooner got to Madrid, than he went to the miBi»- 
ter'e. Meeting wiA an old domestio of n^ aoquaint* 
anoe,-heliad no difficultyin gaining aooeea totheduke. 
My lord, oud Scipio to his excaUency, tm he deliT- 
ered the packet, one of yonr most devoted servanCs, 
lying at his length tm straw, in a damp and dreary 
dungeon; at Segovia, most humbly si^»plicaCes for the 
perusal of this'letter, which a tender-hearted turnkey 
has famidied him w^' the> means of writing. Tie 
mimsteri^ened tbe latter, and glanced over the con- 
tuita. But thon^ he found there a motive and a 
coe for passion enough to amaze all his facultieB 
at once, far from drowning the floor with Iwiny secre- 
laoDS, he cleaved tilte ear of his household, and smote 
tiie heart of my- courier with horrid speedi : Friend, 
tell SantJUaoe- that he has a great deal of impudenoe 
to address me, after eo rank an ol^nce, worthily otm- 
fronCed by thasevere sentence of the king. Under 
that sentmce let the wretch drag out his days, nor 
k)oI(r to my mediation for a respite. 

SdpLO,^ Aough neither dull nor muddy-mettled, 
began to be nnpregnant of this defeated cause. Yat 
be was not so pigeoi^Iivand asi toretue without tm 
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effiart in mj'&Tor. My lend, rallied he, tiua pow 
prisoner will give up the ^uMt with grief at the i»r 
cital of your ezcellency'B diq>lea8uie. The duks 
answered like a prime minister), with a euperralious 
coiTugation of features, and a decisive revotutun of 
his &ont to some more prosperotu suitOB. This he 
did to oover his own shave in the ahame of pimf>- 
ing ;, and sudi treatment must all these hireling 
scavengers expect^ who rak* in. the filth and ordure 
of rotten etntennen, courtiers^ and poIiticJAns. 

M7 secretary game bade to Segovia, and delivered 
the result ef his mission. Jtnd new behold me, 
sunk deeper than on the first day of my imprison- 
meot. in the gulf of affliction and despair I The 
Duke of Lerma's turning king's evidence gave a 
hanging postuse to my affairs. My courage was 
ruu out ; and thou^ they did all they could to Iraep 
up my s|nrits, the agitation and distzees of my mind 
threw me into a fever. 

The warden, who took a lively interest in my re- 
covery, fancying in. his unmedical head that physi- 
dans cured fevers, brought me a douUe dose of 
death in two of that, doleful deity's most practised 
executioners. Signor Gil Bias, said he,, aa ha 
ushered in their gridy forms, here are two godsons 
of Hi^KicrateB, who'are.oometo fed your pulse, and 
to augment the number of their trophieB in your 
person. I was so prejudioad' against the whole 
bculty, tiiat I dundd certainly have given than a 
very discouraging raoeption, had life retained its 
usual charms in my estimation ; but being bent on* 
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my departure from this vale of tears, I felt obliged 
to TordesiUaa for haatenlng my jovmey by a safer 
conTeyanoe tban the crime of suicide. 

TAy good ur, sud one of the pair, jrour recovery 
will, imder FrorkleDfie, depend on your entire con- 
fidence inonr skill. Implicit confidence I answered 
I : with your assistance, I am fiilly persuaded that 
a few ilayB will place me beyond the reach of fever, 
and all the shocks that fiesh is heir to. Yes 1 with 
the blessing of heaven, rejoined he, it is a consmn- 
mation devoutly to be wished, and easily to be ef- 
fected. At all events, our best endeavors shall not 
be wanting. And indeed it was no joke ; for they 
got me into such fine tnuning for the other world, 
that few of my material particles were left in this. 
Already had Don Andrew, observing me fumble 
with the sheets, and smile upon my fingers' ends, 
and thinking there was but one way, sent for a 
Franciscan to show it me : already had the good 
father, having mmnbled over the salvation of my 
Boul, retired to the refection of his own body : and 
my own opinion leaned to the immediate necessity of 
making a good end. I beckoned Sdpio to my bed- 
side. My dear firiend, swd I, in the faint accents 
of a tortured and evacuated [mtient, I give and be- 
queath to you one of the bags in Gabriel's possession i 
tiie other you must carry to my father and mother in 
the Asturias, who, if still living, must be in narrow 
drcumstances. But, alas I I fear they have not 
been able to bear up against my ingratitude. Mus- 
cada's report of my unnatural behavior must have 
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brought their gray hairs with sorrow to the grave. 
Should Heaven have fortified their tender hearts 
against my indifference, yon will give them the bag 
of doubloons, with assuiancee of mj dying remorse ; 
and, if they are no more, I chai^ you to lay out 
the money in masses ibr the repose of their souls 
and of mine. Then did I stretch out my hand, 
which he bathed in silent tears. It is not always 
tme that the mourning of an heir is mirth in mas- 
querade. 

For some hours I fimcied myself outward-bound, 
and on the point of sailing ; but the wind changed. 
My jnlots having qidtted the helm, and leA the ve»- 
■el to the steerage of nature, the danger of ship- 
wreck disappeared. The fever mutinying against 
its oranmanding officers, gave all their prognostics 
the lie, and acted contrary to general orders. I got 
better by degrees, in mind as well as in body. My 
consolalaon vras all derived &om within. I looked 
at wealth and honors with the eye of a dying ancho- 
rite, and Uessed the malady which restored my soul. 
I abjured courts, politics, and the Duke of Lerma. 
If ever my prison doors were opened, it was my 
fixed resolve to buy a cottage, and live like a phi- 
Ioso[Jier. 

My bosom friend applauded my design, and to 
fiirther its execution, undertook a seoond journey to 
solicit my release, by the intervention of a clever girl 
about the person of the prince's nurse. He contended 
that a prison was a prison still, in spite of kind in-> 
dulgence and good cheer. In this I agreed, and 
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gore him leave to depart, with a ferveat prnyer to 
Heaven that we mig^ mmu take poueMion at oar 

lienBitage, 



CEAPTES JZ. 

I aSCOFtI JOURMST TO MADRID. GIL BLAB IB BET Af 

■ OX OXRTAU comnTiaaB. raais dbfartobe 

nOM TBJt TOWMB OF BSaOTIA, AJTD COi/rBBBATIOM OX 
THXIR JOURXBT. 

Whuj: waiting for Scipio'a retam ftttin Madrid^ 
I began a comae of ttoAj, TordeaiUaa furnished 
me with more IkxAb than I wanted. He boivowetl 
them from an old offioer who ooold not read, but 
lud fitted up a magn^cent library, that he might 
pau for a man «f learning. Above all, I deHgbted 
in moral eseaya aod treatues, beoause they abounded 
in commonplaoea, according with my antipathy t» 
ooorts, and philost^hic relieh of solitude. 

Three weeks elapeed before I heard a syllable 
frcMD my n^iotiator, who returned at length with a 
dieerfiil ooimtenaoce, and news to the following 
efiect : "By the interoeesion of a hundred pistoles 
with the chambermud, and her intercession with her 
mlstreM, the I^inee of Spun has beea prevailed with 
to plead for yom* enlargement with his royal father. 
I liastened hid>er to announce these happy tidinge, 
and must return inunediately to put the last hand to 
my work. With these words he left me, and went 
badctocomt. 
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At the week's end my e:q>eclitioiu agant returned, 
frith the mtelligeooe that the prince had procured 
mj liberty, not without Bome difficulty. On the 
nioe day n^ generous jceeper oonfirmed the bbbuf- 
iDCe in penan, with the loudest congratuhttioiu, and 
the following aiotice : Your prieon doora are open, 
but on two conditions* which I am sorry that my 
du^ obliges m« to anDounce, because they will 
probably be disagreeablfi .to yon. His majes^ ex- 
pressly forinds you to show your &oe at court, or to 
be fbond within the limits c^ the two Castiles on this 
day month. I am extremely stHry that yon are in- 
terdicted from court. And I am delighted at it, 
answered I. Witness all the powers above 1 I asked 
Ae king for only one favor ; he has gnmted me two. 

With my liberty thus confirmed, I hired a couple 
of males, on which we moonted the next day, after 
taking leave of Cogolloe, and thanking Tordesillaa a 
thousand times for all bis instances of friendship. 
We set forward dteerfolly on the road to Madrid, to 
draw our deposit out of Signor Qabriel's hands, 
amounting to a thousand doublotms. On the road 
my fellow-traveSer observed. If we are not riob 
enOQgfa to purchase a splendid property, we can at 
least secure ease and competency to ourselves. A 
cabin, answered I, would be large enou^ for my most 
ambitious thou^ts. Though scarcely at 'the middle 
period nf life, the world has lost its charms for me; 
its hopes, its fears, its cares, its duties are all absorbed 
in the Belfishness of philosophical retirement. In- 
dqiendently of theee princ^>]e^ I can assure jou I 
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hftTe painted for myself a rural laiidsciq)e, with a 
fbregrouDd of iimocent pleasures, and pastoral sim-i 
plicity in the p^ispective. Already does the enamel 
of the meadows glitter under my eyes ; already does 
the riva's muimur accord frith the winged chorae 
of the grove : hunting exasperates the manly virtues, 
and fishing preaches patience. Only figure to your- 
self, my friend, what a continual round of amuse- 
ment solitude may fiimiBh, and you will pant to be 
admitted of her crew. Then, for the economy of our 
table, the simplest will be the cheapest, and of 
course the beet. Unadulterated Ceres dioll be our 
official caterer ; when hunger shall have tamed our 
&stidious appetites into sobriety, a mumbled crust 
will relish like an ortolan. The supreme delight of 
eating is not in the thing ate, but in the palate of 
him who eats — a proposition in culinary philosophy 
proved by the frequent loathing of my own stomach, 
throu^ a long series of ministerial dinners. Ab- 
stemiousness is a luxury of the most exquisite refine- 
ment, and the best recnpe in the materia medica. 

With your good leave, Signor Gil Bias, inter- 
rupted my seta^taiy, I am not altogether of your 
mind respecting the losdoua treat of abstemiousness. 
Why should we mess like the bankrupt sages of 
antiqui^ ? Surely we may indulge the carnal man 
a little, without anj reasonable offence to the 
spiritual. Since we have, by the blessing of Prov- 
idence and my forecast, wherewithal to keep the 
spit and the spigot in exercise, do not let us take up 
our abode with famine and wretchedness. As soon 
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IB we ge£ Ktded, we mnst stock our cellar, and 
eetablufa a respectable larder, like people who know 
irfiat ifl what, and do not aqmrate thenuelTea &om 
the Tolgar caxmd to renounce the good things of this 
life, bat to taste, them with a more exquisite relish. 
As Heeiod says. 



And again, 

To (dot tbs wtawa fragal hubaid ihowf, 
'W:bai ttca tbe stlddle of the euk 11 flom. 

What the devil, Master Scipio, intermpted I in 
aj turn, you can cap verses out of the Greek poets I 
And pra^ where did you get acquainted with Heaiod ? 
In veiy learned company, answered be. I lived 
some time with a walking dictionary at Salamancar 
a fellow up to the elbows in quotation and com- 
mentaty. He could put a large volume together 
like a bouse of cards. His library furnished him 
with a hodge-podge of Hebrew, Greek, and Ijatin 
commonplaces, which he translated into buckram 
Castilian. As I was bis transcriber, some tags of 
verses, stings of epigrams, and saga truisms stuck by 
the way. With such an apparatus, replied I, your 
memoiy mnst be most philosophically stocked. But, 
not to lose sight of our future prospects, whereabouts 
In Spain had we best fix our Socratic abode ? My 
voice is for Arragon, resumed my counsellor. We 
shall there enjoy all the beauties of nature, and lead 
tbe life of Paradise. Well, then, for Airagon, said 
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I. "May it teem with all the dear delt{^ tint 
youtlifiil poets baey when they dream I 



CHAPTER X. 



Ox our arrival in Madrid, we alighted at a little 
public houae where Scipio had been accustomed to 
put up, whence our first visit was to my banker, 
Salero. He receiTed us Tery cordially, and eiqNcessed. 
the hig^KSt satisfiiction at myrelease. Indeed, added 
he, your untoward fate toudied me so qearly as to 
qhange my views of a political alliance. The fortunes 
of comtieta are like castles in the air ; so I have 
manied my daughter Gabriela to a wealthy trader. 
You have acted very wisely, answered I ; for besides 
that a turd in the hand is worth two in a bush, when 
a plodding citizen aspires to the honor of bringing a 
man of fashion into his family, he very often has an 
impertinent puppy for his son-in-law. 

Hien nhfttig ing the topic, and coming to the point, 
Signor Gabriel, pursued I, we came to talk a little 
about the tn-o thousand pLetoles whidi . . • Your 
money is all ready, sud the goldsmith, interrupting 
me. He then took us into his closet, and deliTered 
the two bagSt carefully labelled with my name <mi 
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I dunked .Sslaw foe his exactnest, and heaTen in 
tny sleeve for my escape irom his daiif^iter. At our 
inn, we connted over the money, and found it rig^t) 
deducting Sfty doubloons . for the expenses of my 
enlargement. Onr thoughts were now wholly bent 
upon Arragon. My secretory imd«1opk to buy a 
carriage and two mules. It was my office to provide 
household and body linen. During my per^[rin»- 
tiooB for that purpose, I met Baron Steinbach, the 
officer in the German Guards with whom Don 
Alphonso had been brought op. 

I touched my hat to him ; he knew me. agun, and 
returned my greeting warmly. My joy is extreme, 
sud X, at seeing your lordship in such fine healthf 
to say nothing of my wish to inquire after . Don 
Cesar and Don AlphoDso ds Leyva. They are 
both in Madrid, answered he, and staying at my 
house. They came to town about three months ago, 
to be presented on occa^n of Don Alf^onso's pro- 
motion. Ua has been ^>pointed Governor of V»> 
lencia, on the scotb «f old &mily claims, without 
having in any sh^M pushed his interest at court. 
Nothing could be more grateful to his feelings, or 
{wove more strongly our royal master's goodness, 
who delights to recognize the merits of ancestry in 
the persons of their descendants. 

ThoQ^ I knew more of this matter than Stein- 
bach, I kept my knowledge in the backgronnd. Yet 
so Hvdiy was my impatience to hail my old masters, 
that he would not damp my ardor by delay. I had 
» mind to try Don Alphonso, whether he still To- 
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tained hiB v^;aid Soe me. He vnts plftj'iiig at'cheaa 
•mth Baroness Steinbach. -On my entrance, be 
Btarted up from his game, na towards me, and 
squeezing me tight in his embmce, Santillane, said 
het with demonstrations of the sinceieBt joy, at 
length, tiion, you are restored to my heart. I am 
delighted at it 1 It was not my &ult that we ever 
parted. Yoa may remember how strongly I oi^ed 
you not to withdraw &om Uie Castle of Leyva. Ton 
were deaf to my entreaties. But I must not diide 
your obstinacy, because its motive was the peace of 
ihfo ftmily. Yet you ou^t to have let me bear 
filom you, and to have spared my fruitless inquiries 
at 'Grenada, where my brother-in-Iaw» Don Ferdi- 
nand, sent me word that you were. 

And now tell me what you are doing at Madrid. 
Of course you have some situation here. Be assured 
that I AaU always take a lively interest in your 
concerns. Sir, answered I, it is but four months 
since I occupied a considerable post at court. I had 
the hon(H- of being the Duke of Lerma's confidential 
secretary. Can it be possible? exclaimed Don 
Alphonso, as if he oould scarcely believe his ears. 
What, were you so near the po-son of the prime 
mioister? I then related how I had guned and lost 
his favor, and ended with avowing my dcterminaticai 
to Imy & cottage and garden with the wreck of my 
shattered fbrtnnee. 

The son of Don Oesar beard me attentively, and 
made this answer : My dear Gil Bias, you know how 
I have alwaya loved you ; nor shall you longer ht 
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ibrttme'i piqjpet. I will let yoa above her TOgarieff, 
by securing yon an iiid^>etideiicti. Since you declare 
for a country life* a. little estate of onrs sear LiriaB, 
about four let^uea froni' Valencia, shall be settled on 
yoo. Xou are aoqaainted with the spot. Soch a 
^eeent we can make witfaoot putting ourselves to 
the least inconvenience. I can aniwer for my 
iktber's joining in the act| and for Sentphina'a entire 
npprofaatioD. 

I direw myself at D<HiAlpI)onBo'8 feet,, who raised 
me immediately. More penetrated by bis afiectioo 
than hj bis bounty, I pressed his band and said, Sir, 
your oondnct cbarms me. Your noblo gift is the 
more welcome, as it precedes the knowledge of a 
service it has been in my power to render you ; and 
I had rather owe it to- your generosity than to your 
gratitude. This governor of my making did not 
know what to understand by the hint, and pressed 
for an explanation. I gave it in foil, to his utter 
astonishment. Neither ho nor Baron Steinbadi 
could ever have the slightest suapidon that the 
government of Valencia was owing to my interest at 
court. Yet, having no reason to doubt the lact, h^ 
friend proposed to grant me an annuity of two 
thousand ducats, in addition to the. little farm nt 
Lirias. 

Hold yonr hand, Signer Don Alphonso, exclaimed 
I at this oSer± Yod must not set my avarice afloat 
again. I km- myself a living witness, that fortune 
may give superfliudes to her fovorites, but has no 
competence tO' bestow. Witb pleasure will I aooept 
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of the cetate at Xiiriaa, where my-iHreecot piOftK i j 
will be lufficietit for all my w«ntB. Ba^er than 
increase my caree Tritih my posaesabmfli I wcmld build 
a hospital out of my eadetitig iunda. Ktdiea are a 
bmden ; and it must be a iboliflh animal that would 
bear iardelB in the manger or the field. 

While we were talking after this fiuhion, Don 
CSaa^r came in. His joy was not lees than his sou's 
at the sight of me ; and being informed of the 
&mily obligations, he agun piessed me to accept of 
the oimuity, which I again refused. When ths 
writings were drawn, the father and son mode the 
aasigmnent their joint act and deed, transferring to 
mo ^ fee simple, and putting me in immediate 
poseeasion. My secretary half stared the eyes out 
of his head when I told him wo hod a landed estate 
of our own, and how we came by it. What ia the 
Talue of this little Ire^ld ? says he. Five hundred 
ducats per annum, answered I \ and the &in in hi^ 
cultivation, within a ring fence. I have oflen been 
there during my stewardahip. There is a small house 
on the hanks of the Guadalaviar, in a little hamlet, 
suiTOUoded by a charming countzy. 

What pleases me better than all, cried Sctpio, is, 
thatweshallhaveplen^of sporting, rare living, and 
excdlent wine. Come, master, let us leave this 
(sowded city, and hasten to our hermitage. I long 
to be there as much as you can do, answered I ; 
but I must first go to the Asturias. My father and 
mother are not in comfortable circumstances. They 
shall therefore end their days with me at lirias. 
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Heaven, perh^, has thrown this wind&U in my way 
to by my filial du^, and would pnnish me for tlw 
neglect of it. Scipio approved my purpose, and 
urged ita Bpeedy executitm. Yes, my fiiend, said I, 
we win Bet out as soon as possible. I shall consider 
it as my dear delist to shun the gifts of fortune with 
the authors of my adstence. We shall soon be 
s^ed in our country retreat ; and then wUl I write 

. these two Latin Torses over the door of my fiurm- 
house, in letters of gold, for the pious edification of 

■ my rustic neighbors": — 
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OIL BIAS BMTa OUT FOR TBS ASTURIAS, AXD PABBEt 
TSROUOB YAtLADOttn, WBEJIB MX OOBB TO BEX MIB 
out MABTXK, DOCTOR gAXORADO. BY AeaiDBBT, M* 
COJtXB ACROBB BMKOR iUSUBU OMBOajfSt, O0TX&aO» 
or TOE aOBPlTAL. 

Jusr u I WM uranging mttten to take my de- 
parture liom Madrid, fti^ go with Sciiuo to the 
Ajrturiaa, Paul V. gave the Duke of Lerma a cozdi- 
nal'a hat. This pope, wishing to establish the inqui- 
ution in the kingdom of Naples, invested the minister 
with the purple, and hj that means hoped to bring 
King Philip ov^ to so pious and pnuseworthy a 
design. Those who were best acquainted with thia 
new member of the sacred coll^;e, thought, much 
like myself, that the church was in a fair way for 
iqmstolical purity, after so ghostly an acquisition. 

Sc^o, who would have liked better to see me 
ODce more blazing at court, than either cloistered or 
xuslacated, advised me to show my &ce at the cardi- 
nal's audience. Feriiapa, said he, his eminence, 
finding you at large by the king's order, may think 
it nnnecessaiy to affect any further displeasure 
against you, and may even rdnstate you in his 
Mrvice. My good fiiend Sdpbt aoswered I, you 
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#Mm to fbrget dut ni7 liberty wm gnutod only im 
omditioa <^ makiiig mywlf scarce 14 the t^ro Cutilee. 
Beeidea, can you sappoae me so Boaa. inclined to 
beoone an absentee from my domain of lirias ? J 
have told yoo before, aad I tell it you once agMO, 
^nioa^ the Puke of Lemw should restore me to his 
good graces, though he should eren offer jne Don 
Sodrigo de Calderon^s place, I would refuse it. My 
jesohitioa is taken ; I mean to go and find out my 
parents A Oviedo, and cany tliem wUh jaa to 
Yalencia, As for you, my good jfeUoWj if yon re- 
pent of having linked your fiite t^ mine, yoa 
hare only to say so ; I am ready to gire you faslf of 
iny ready money, and you may stay at Madrid, when 
Untune puts on her kindest smiles to those wito vroo 
JierhlBtily. 

What, then, replied my secretary, a little aff«oted 
by dtese words, can you suspect me of any unwill- 
ingness to follow yeu into your retreat ? ^Ilie very 
^dea is an iiyoiy to my zeal and my attachment. 
Wbat, Sdpiol that fiuthfld i^pendage, who would 
willingly have passed the renuiaot of his days with 
yoo in the tower of Segovia, radier than abandon 
jroa to your wretched &te, can he feel sorrowful at 
the prospect c^ an Rhode where a thousand rural 
delights are waiting to smile on his arrival ? Noj 
no, I have not a wish to turn you asido &om your 
resolution. Kor can I refrain from owning my 
malicious drift ; when I advised you to show your 
baa at the Duke of Lenna's audience, it was for the 
nnpose tS ascertaining whether adv seedlings of 
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VrntHtion were scattered among tibe fitUom <^ your 
f^owphy, Sinoe that pcnnt is wttled, and yoa are 
mortified to all the pompa and vanitiee oi the wmrld, 
let us make the best of oar way from court, to go 
Aod suck in with Zephynu and Flora the innoeait) 
ddicnooB pleasures bo luxuriant in the nursery of our 



In feet, we soon afterwards took onr departon 

tt^ether, in a chuse drawn by two good ronlee', 
driven by a postilion whom I had added to my 
-eetabliahment. We stopped the Stat day at Alcala 
de Henar^s, and the second at S^ovia, whence, 
without stopping to see our generous warden, 
T<4de8illa8, we went forward to Fen&fiel on the 
{>nero, and the next day to Vallad<^. At sig^ 
of tJiis large town, I could not help fetching a deep 
mgb. My companion, surprised at that conscientious 
Toitilation, inqnired die reason of it. My good fal- 
low, said I, it is becaose I practised medicine here 
for a long lime. It gives me tine horrors, eves now, 
tothinkof my unexpated mtuders.- The whole list 
of killed and wounded are mustered in batde array 
yonder : the tomb and the hospital yawn with their 
disgorged inhabitants, who are rushing on to tear 
me piecemeal,' and exact the T^igeance due to the 
drenched crew. What a dreadful fauiy! said my 
secretary. In truth, Signor de Santillanc, your 
nature is too tender. Why ehould you be shocked 
at the common course of exchange in your brand) 
of trade? Look at all the oldest physicians : tbcir 
wtthers ore unwrung. What can exceed the selfr 
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oomplaoBTwy wUb which they view the eidte . (if 
potifiDts* ud. the entKnces of diaeweB? Katutal 
cMistitutvm bears the biunt of all their fiuhiree, wd 
inedicBl in&llibility takes the credit of lucl^ aop 
tidenla. 

It is Tei7 tnto, replied I, that Doctor Sangndo, on 
wboae practice I formed myself, was like the rest of 
the <^ physiciaDs in point of ael&complacency. It 
was to little purpose that twenty people in & day 
yielded to his prowess: he was so persuaded that 
bleeding in the arm and copious libations of warm 
water were specifics for every case, ihat instead of 
donbtiDg whether the deatli of his patients might not 
possibly invalidate the efficacy of his prescriptiona, 
he ascribed the result to a vadUating. compliance -with 
bis system. By all the powers I cried Scipio with a 
buiBt <^ lau^ter, yon open to me an inoomparabk 
chanoter* Jf you have any curiosity to be better 
acquainted with him, sud I, it may be gratified to- 
morrow, should Sangrado be still living, and resi- 
dent at VaUadolid : but h is Iii^y improbable ; for 
he had one foot in the grave vbtai I left him several 
yean ago. Our first care, on patting up at the inn, 
was to inquire after this doctor. We were told that 
h& waa not dead ; but, hang inc^adtated 1^ age 
from paying visits or any other vigorous exertions, 
he had been superseded by three (ur four other doo- 
t«r» who had xietsa into repute by & new practice, 
aocomplishiug the same end by di&rent means. We 
determined on lying l^ for a day at Yalladolld, as 
well to rest our mnlea as to call on Signer Sangrar 
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d». .AJbouttcDa o'clock nertmoniing we knoGked at 
hia door, aod fbonil him sitdng in his elbaw-<dtair, 
with a book in his hand. He rose on our entrancet 
•dvapced to meet ub with a fimx 8t^ for a man- of 
seren^, and begged to know oar businesB. "My 
worthy and approved good ma«ter, said I, have you 
loBt all recollection of an old pupil ? There was for- 
merly one Gil Bias, ns you may remember, a boarder 
in your bouse, and for some time your deputy. 
What I ia it you, Santillane? answered he, with a 
AMdial embrace. I shotdd not have known you 
again. It, howevw, gives me great pleasore to see 
you onee more. What have you been doing sinoe 
we parted? Doubtless yon have made medicine 
your profession. It was very strongly my inclina* 
tion so to do, replied I ; but imperions circumstanoea 
made me reluctantly abandon so illustrious a calling. 
So much the worse, ntfoined Sangn^o i with the 
[ffindples yoa sucked in under my tuition, you would 
have become a'physiciaa of the first skill and ani- 
nence, with the giuding influenoe of heaven to defend 
yon from the dangerous allnremeota of chemistry. 
Ah, my son ! pursued he with a moumtul air, wluit 
a change in in«otioe within these few years 1 Tba 
T^le honor and dignity of tho art is compromised. 
Hiat mystery by whose inscrutable dectees the lives 
of men have in all ages been determined, is now liud 
open to the rude, untutored gaze of blot^icads, nov- 
ices, and mountebanks. Facta are stubborn things ; 
and ere long the very stones will cry idood gainst 
(he rascali^ of these new practitioners ; lapidet 
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e/omoiun// Why, sir, there an fiiDowB in thia 
town, cdlliag themselTee phyncians, who drag their 
degraded persons at the cumu triumphalie anti- 
monii, or, as it abonld properly be tranalKted, tfas 
cartel tul of aadmony. Apostates from the fiiith of 
Faracdsus, idolaters of filthy kermet, healers at fa^ 
hazBid, who make all the science of medicine to con- 
sist in the prqwration and prescription of drugs t 
What a change have I to announce to you ! Hiere 
is not <me stone left upon another in the whole struo- 
tore which our great predecessors had raised. Bleed- - 
ing in the feet, for example, so rarely practised in 
better times, is now among the &shionaUe follies of 
the day. - That gentle, civilized system of evacuation, 
which prevailed under my auspices, is subverted by 
the reign of anarchy and emetics, of quackery and 
poison. Li abort, chaoa is come again I Every one 
erden what seems good in his own eyes ; there is no 
defercooe to the autliority of ancient wisdom ; our 
masters are hud upon the shelf, and their axioms not 
one tittle the more r^farded for bemg delivered in 
languages as defunct as the subjecta of their i^iplica- 
tion. 

However deurable it mi^t seem to lan^ at so 
whimsical a declamatitHi, I had the good manners to 
resist the impulse ; and not only that, but to inveigh 
bitte^ against kermet, without knowing whether it 
was a vegetable or an animal, and to pour forth a 
oonunination «( curses adjust the autbcMia and in- 
vmtorsof sodiabolk)alan«ngine. Sc^o, observing 
my bgr-play in this scene* had a mind to come in for 
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bis share in the banter. Most Tenerable prop of tfie 
true pnutice, said be to Saogrado, as I am descended 
in tbe third generation from a phjnndan of the dd 
adiool, give me kave to join you in yonr [diilippio 
against chemical eoiupiratues. Mj late illustriona 
jnogcnitor — heaven forgive lum all his sins 1 — was so 
mum s partisan of X^ippocratea, that he often came 
to blows with ignorant pretenders, who Tomited forth 
Uas[Jifimies against that high priest of the iacnlty. 
What is bred in the bone will not come out of tho 
flesh i I could willingly inflict tortures and death with 
vy own hands on those rash innovators whose dar- 
ing enormi^es you have characterized with sudi 
accuracy of diKriminatum and such force of lan- 
guage. When wretches like these gain an ascend- 
ency in civilized society, can we wonder at the di»* 
jointed condition of the world 7 

The times are even more out of joint than you an 
aware of, said the doctor. My bo(^ against tbe van- 
ities and delusions of the new practice mig^t as well 
have fallen still-born from the press; it seems, if 
anything, to have acted by contraries, and to have 
exasperated heresy. The apothecaries, like the Tt~ 
tana of old, heaping potion npon pill, and invading 
the Olympus of medicine, think themselves fully 
qualified to usurp and maintain the throne, now that 
it is <mly thought necessary to set open tbe dom, 
and to drive tlie enemy' oat at the pwtol or tbe po«^ 
tern by main force. Tbey go to the length of infb»- 
iag their deadly drugs into apozems and conUala^ 
and then set themselves up against tbe most e 
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of the fratemi^. Hiis cootagion has Bpreacl.its inr 
flueoce even among the cloietere. There ore monka 
in onr cmvents who unite aargery and pharmacy 
to the hibors of the confb&aional. These medical 
baboons are always dipping their paws into chem- 
istry, and inventing compositions strong enough to 
Inj a scene of ecclesiastical mortality in the temper- 
ate abodes of peace and religion. Now, there are in 
Valladolid above sixty religious houses for both sexes ; 
judge what ravage must have been made there by un^ 
merciful pumping and the lancet misappliedt Signor 
Sangrado, said I, you are perfectly in the right to 
give these poisoners no quarter* I utter .groan for 
groan with you, and- heave the philanthropic sigh 
ever the invaded lives of our fellow-creatures, sink- 
ing under the fell attack of so heterodox a practice. 
It fills me w^ horror to think what a dead wei^ 
chemutry nuy one day be to medicine, just as adul- 
terated coin operates on national credit. Far be that 
evil day from this generotibn. 

Just at this climax of our dtscourse, in c&me an 
oH female servant, with a salver for the doctor, on 
which were a little li^t rdl and a glass with two do* 
canters, the one filled with water and tiie other with 
wine. After he had enten a slice, he washed it down 
with a dilided beverage, twd parts water to <Hie of 
wine ; but this temperate use of the good creature 
did not at all save him &om the acrimony of my 
tidicale. So bo, good master doctor, said I* yoq 
ue MHy cang^t in the fact. You a wine-bibber ? 
yout wh»htive entered die lists like a knight-errant 
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against th&t miauthenticRtecl fermentation? you,wntf 
reached your grand climacteric on the BtrAigth of the 
pure etement? How long have you been so at odds 
irith yourself? Your time of life can be no excuse 
f(W the alteration?' since, in one passage of your 
TrritingH, yon define old age to be a natural con- 
sumption, which withers and attenuates the system ; 
and as an inferenoe irom diat position, you reprobate 
the ignorance of those writers who dignify wine with 
the appellation of old men's milk. What can yon 
Say, therefore, in your own defence? 

You belabor me most unjustly, answered the old 
physician. If I drank neat wine, you would have 
a right to treat me as a des^tcr &om my own stan- 
dard ; but your eyes may convince you that my wine 
is well mixed. Another heresy, my dear apostle of 
the wells and fountains ! replied I. Secollect how 
you rated the canon Sedillo for drinking wine, though 
plenlifiilly dashed with the salubrious fluid. Own 
modestly and candidly that your theory was un- 
fouiSded and fimciiul, and that wine is not a poison- 
ous liquor, as you have so falsely and scandalously 
libelled it in your woilce, any fiirth^ than, like 
any other of nature's botmties, it may be abused to 
excess. 

This lecture sat rather' uneasily on our doctor's 
feelings as a candidate for consistency. He eould 
Hot deny his inveteracy against tin use of wine in 
all hi« publications ; but pride and vanity not allow- 
Ing him to acknowledge the justioe of my attack on 
hit ^Kwtasy, he was left wi^uHit a word to say fot 
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hinuelf. Not irishing to push my sarcasm beyond 
tbe bounds of good bmnorl I changed the subject ; 
and aSter a few minutes' longer stay, took my leave, 
gravely exhorting him to ni«'"t*'^ his ground against 
tbe new practitionere. G)urage, Signor Sangrado ! 
said I : never be weary of eetdug your wits agoinot 
termed ; and deafen the health-diBpensing tribe with 
your thunden against the use of bleeding in the feet. 
If, spite of all your zeal and afl^ction for medical 
ordioda^, this empiric generation should succeed in 
supplanting true and Intimate practice, it will be 
at least your consolation to have exhausted your best 
endeavors in llie support of truth and reason. 

As my secretaiy and myself were walking to the 
imi, Tn^ng our observations in high glee on the 
doctor's entertaining and original character, s p""i 
from fifty-five to sixty years of age happened to pass 
near us in die street, walking with his eyes fixed on 
the ground, and a large rosaiy in his hand. I conned 
over the distinctive cut (^ his appearance most cun- 
ningly , and was rewarded in the recognition of Signor 
Manud Ordmrnez, that fiutbful trustee for the affiurs 
of the hospital, of whom so honorable mention is 
made in the first volume of these true and instructive 
memoirs. Accosting him with the most profound 
and unquestionable tokens of respect, I paid my 
conipliments in due form and order to the venerable 
and trustworthy Signor Manuel Ordonnez, the man 
of all the wwrld in whose hands the interests of the 
poor and needy are most safely and beneficially 
placed. At these words he looked me atead&stly in 
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the &ce, and answered that my featores were not 
ahogether etrange to liim, bat that he ooald not 
recollect where be had seen me. I used to go baok- 
warda and (brwarda to your honae, rallied I, -wbea 
one of my friends, by name Fabricio Nunez, was in 
your eervioe. AH I I recollect the cmmmstance at 
once, rejoined the worthy director with a cunning 
leer, and have good reason to do so ; for yoa were a 
ImtGe of pleasant lads, and were by no means back- 
ward in the little sc^ie-grace tricks of youth and in- 
experience. Well I and what is become of pomr 
Fabricio ? Whenever he oomes aeross n^ thoo^itB, 
I cannot help feeling a little uneasy about his 
temporal and eternal welfare . 

It was to relieve yonr mind upon that subject, said 
I to Signor Manuel, that I have taken the liberty <tf 
stopping you in the street. Fabricio is settled at 
Madrid, where he employs himself in publishing 
miscellanies and collections. What do you mean 
1^ miscellanies and collections? rephed he. I mean, 
resumed I, that he writes in verse and prose, frc»n 
epc poems and the highest branches of philosc^y, 
down to plays, novels, epigrams, and riddles. In 
diort, he is a lad of universal genius, and most ex- 
emplary benevolence ; sometimes modestly taking to 
himself the credit of his own compositions, and 
sometimes lending out his talents to the literary 
ambition of those noblemen who write for their own 
amusement, but wish tlieir names to be concealed, 
except from a chosen circle. By traffic like this, he 
aits at the very first tables. But how does he sit at 
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bifl own ? said ^ director ; upon yrhaX terms' does 
be live with hia baker? Not qtiite eo confidentially 
as witb people of fasliion, anawered I ; for, between 
onraelves, I take him to be quite a^ much out at 
elbows as ever Job was. More bouds and judg- 
ments against him than ever Job bad, take my word 
for it ! replied Ordonnez. I^et him lick the spittle 
of his titled friends and patrons, tiU his stomach 
heaves at the naoseating saliva ; his printed dedica^ 
tk>ns and his oral flatteiy, in epite of all the cringing 
and all ^ toad-eadng which constdtnte the stock in 
trade of faia profession, with all the profits of his 
works, whether by subscription or ordinary publica- 
tion, will not bring grist enough to hia mill to keep 
hunger from the door. Mind if what I say does 
not turn out to be true 1 He will come to llie doge 
at last. 

Nothing more likely, replied I ; for he cohabits 
witli the muses already, and many a plain man has 
found to his cost, that there is no keeping com- 
pany with the nsters without being worried by their 
bullying brethren. My &iend Fabricio would have 
done much better by remaining quietly with your 
lordship ; he would now have been lying on a bed of 
rosea, and everything he had touched would have 
turned to gold. He would at least have been in a 
very snug berth, said Manuel. He was a great 
fovotite of mine ; and I meant, by a regular grada- 
tion from subaltern to principal situations, to have 
established him in ease and affluence on the basis of 
public charity ; but the foolish fellow took it into 
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bis head to set up (or a wit. He wrote a pla7» and 
brou^t it out at the theatre in this town : the piece 
Trent off tolerably well, and nothing thenceforth 
wotdd Bcrre hia turn but commencing author by pro- 
fession. Lope de Vega, in his estimation, was but 
a type of him : preferring, therefore, the intoxicating 
ytt^T of public applause to the plun roast and boiled 
of this aubetantial ordinary, he came to me for hia 
discharge. It was to no purpose for me to ai^e 
the point, or to prove to him what a silly cur he was, 
to drop the bone and run after tb« shadow : the mad 
blockhead was so suffocated by the smother of author^ 
ship, that the insfoncdTe dread of fire could not rouae- 
his alacrity to escape burning. Is short, he waa 
miserably unconscuoua of his own interest, as his 
auccessor can testify; for he, possessing practical 
good sense, though without half Fabricio's quick- 
ness and versatility, makes it his whole study and 
delist to go throng his business in a workman- 
like maoner, and to foil in with all my litde ways. 
In return for such good conduct, I pushed him for- 
ward in a mamier corresponding with his deserts ; 
and he unites in his own person, eveo at this time of 
day, two offices in the hospital, the least lucrative 
of which would be more than suffident to place any 
honest man at his ease, though encumbered with a 
yearly teeming wife. 
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Bit BLAS OOimWUSB BIB JOURJfEF. AUtt ARXI7SB a BATBrt 

AToviBDO. TBS cosDiTioa OF Hia FAMiLr. Bia FATasza 
DBATB. AND ITS cosaEQUsavsa. 

Fbdk Valladolid we got to Oriedo in four days, 
vithoat any untoward accident on the road, in spite 
of the proverb which says that robben lay their ean 
to the ground when pilgrims are going with rich 
oflferinga, and traders are riding with fiit parses. It 
would have been a feasible as well as a tempting 
speculation. Two tenants of a Bubternuteous abode 
might have presented an aspect to have frightened 
our doubloons into a surrender ; for courage was not 
one of the qualities I had imbibed at court ; and 
Bertrand, my mule-driver, seemed not to be of a 
temper to get his brains blown out in defending a 
purse into which he had no free ingress. Scipio was 
the only one of the party who was anything of a 
buBy. 

It was night when we came into town. Our 
lodgings were at an inn near my nncle, Gil Perez, 
the canou. I was very desirous of ascertaining the 
circumstances of my parents before my first inter- 
view with them ; and, in order to gain that informs^ 
tioUi it was impossible to make my inquiries in a 
better channel liian llut>ugh my landlord and land- 
lady, into the lines of whose fiices you could not 
look without being satisfied that they knew every 
tittle of their neighbors' concerns. As it turned out, 
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the landlord kenned me after a diligent penisaJof 117 
features, and cried oat. By Saint Antony of Padua t 
this is the son of the honest usher, BUsofSantilUne. 
Ay, indeed I said the hostess ; and «o it is, without 
a dng^e muscle altered t juet for all the world that 
same little stripling Gil Bias, of whom we used to 
say that he was as saacy as he was lug^. It Inings 
vAA dmes to my memory, when be used to ctnue 
hither with his bottle undor bis ann, to fetch wina 
for his uncle's supper. 

Madam, said I, you have a most inveterat* 
memory ; but for goodness' sake change the subject^ 
and tell me the modem news of my family. My 
&ther and mother are doubtless in uo veiy enviable 
situation. In good truth, you may say that, 
answered the landlady ; you may rack your bruns aa 
long as youlike,but you will never think of anylbing 
half so miserable as what tbey are suflbring at Ibis 
present moment. Gil Fterez, good soul I is defunct 
all down one side by a stroke of the palsy, and tba 
other half of him is little better than a corpse ; we 
cannot expect him to last long : then your fiuher, 
who went to live with his rererence a little while 
ago, is troubled with an inflammation of the lungs, 
and js standing, as a body may say, quaTdy-mavery 
between life and death ; while your mother, who is 
not over and above hale and heor^ herself, is obliged 
to nurse them both. 

On this intellig^ice, which made me feel eonw 
compunctious yearnings of nature, I left Bertrand 
with my stud and baggage at the imi : then, with 
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my secretary at my heels, who would not desert rae 
in my time of need, I repaired to my micle's houae. 
The moment I came Trithin my mother's reach, a 
vatiiTal emotion of matomal instinct imlblded to her 
who I was, hefore her eyes could powibly have nut 
over the tmces of my conntenancfl. Son, eaid abe, 
with a melancholy expression, after having embraced 
me, come and be present at your father's death ; your 
visit is just in time to take in all the piteous drcam- 
itaoces of so deplorable an event. With this heart- 
rraiding reception, she led me 1^ the hand into a 
dtamber where the wretched Bla« of Santillane, 
stretched on a comfortless bed, in cold and dismal 
accord with the thinness of his fortonea, waa just 
entering on the last great act of hmnan nature. 
Hough amrounded by the shades of death, be was 
not quite unconscious of what was passing aboat 
Um. My dearest friend, said my mother, here is 
yoor son Gil Kas, who entreats your forgiveness for 
all his undutiiul behavior, and is come to ask your 
blessing before you die. At these tidings my father 
opened his eyes, which were on the point of <doeing 
forever : he fixed them upon me, asA reading in my 
ooontenance, notwithstanding the awful brink on 
wfaicfa he stood, that I was a einoere raoum^ for his 
Ices, his feelings were recalled to sympathy by my 
sorrow. He even made an attempt to speak, but 
Us s t re ngtJi was too much exhausted. I took one 
of his hands in mine, and while I bathed it with my 
tears, in ^teecbless agony of soul, he breatbed his 
last, as if he had only waited my amval to pay the 
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debt of nature, utd wing his way to Bcenee of untried 

TloB event had been too long present to my 
mother's mind to overwhelm her with any unparal- 
leled affliction. Feibape it sat more heavily on me 
than on her, though my father had never in hia life 
givoi me any reason to feel for him aa a &ther. 
But beffides that mere filial inatinct would have 
made me weep over his cold remains, I reproached 
myself with not having contributed to the comfort of 
his latter days ; then, when I considered what a 
hard-hearted villain I had been, I seemed to myself 
like a monster of ingratitude, or rather like an 
impious parricide. My uncle, whom I afterwards 
saw lying at hia length on another wretched couch, 
and in a moat lamentable pickle, made me experienoa 
fresh agonies of upbraiding consdence. Unnatural 
son 1 said I, conmiuning with my own uneasy 
thou^ts, behold the chastieement of heaven opon 
thy sins in the dieconaolate condition of thy oeareet 
relations. Hadst thou but thrown to them the 
superflux of that abundance in which before thy 
imprisonment thou rolledst, thou mightest have pro- 
cured for them those little comforts which thy uncle'a 
eoclesiaatical pittance was too scanty to furnish, and 
perbiq>s have lengthened out the term of thy fether's 

life. 

Gril Perez had &llen into a state of second child- 
hood, and was, though numerically upon the list of 
the living, in every individual oi^;an a mere corpse- 
Hie memory, nay, his veiy senses had retired from 
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their allotted vtations in his syBtem. Bootless wu 
it for me to strun him in my pious arms, and lavish 
outward tokens of affection on him : they mi^t at 
wdl have been wasted on the desert air. To as 
little purpose did my mother ring in bis tmnerved 
ear, tint I was his nephew Gil Bias ; he gazed at 
me with a vacant, stupid stare, and gave neither mgn 
nor answer. Had the ties of oonsanguinity and 
gratitude been all too weak to awaken my tender 
sympathy for an nude to whom I owed the means 
of my first launch into die world, the impression of 
helpless dotage on my senses must have softened me 
into something like the counterfeit of virtaous 



While this scene was passing, Sdpio preserved a. 
mdancholy silence, sharing in all my sorrows, and 
Tnjnglifig ioB sighs with mine in the chsstiaed luxury 
of friendship. But concluding that my mother, 
after so long an absence, mif^t wish to have some 
such conversation with me as the presence of a 
stranger must rather repress than promote, I drew 
him aside, saying. Go, my good follow, sit down 
quietly at the inn, and leave me here vrith my only 
surviving parent, who might consider your company 
as an intrusion, while talking over fonuly a£Urs. 
Scqno withdrew, far foar of bdng a dog upon our 
omfidence, and I sat down with my mother to an 
interduuige of oommunicatton which lasted all m^t. 
We redprocally gave a fiiithful accoutU of all that 
had h^ipened to each of ns since my first sally from 
OviedOi She related in ftill measure and running 
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tificationB vlach die had undei^ne in her pilgrimage 
from luHue to home ai a diienn&. A gnat nnmhw 
of Hieee little anecdotes it voold have hurt n^ iffide 
that my secxetaiy ahould have noted down in his 
tnogn^^cal bodget, thonfj^ 1 bad never concealed 
from him the ope and downs in the lottery of my own 
life. With all the respect I owe to my mother's 
sainted memotyt the good IbiSj had not the knack of 
going the sbortest road to the end of a story ; had 
she birt pruned her own memoirs of all Inxnriant 
oircmnstanoes, there wonld not have been materials 
for more than- a tithe of her nairalive. 

At length she got to the end of her tetho:, and I 
■began my career. With respect to my general ad- 
ventures, I passed them over li^itly ; but when I 
came to speak of the visit which the son of Bertnmd 
Muaeada, the grocer of Oviedo, had paid me at 
Madrid, I enlai^ed with decent compnnctian on that 
dark article in the history of my life. I mnst franlc* 
ly own, said I to my mother, that I gave that yom^ 
fidlow a very bed reception ; and he, donbtless, in 
revenge, most have drawn a hideons outline of my 
moral features. He did yon more than justice, I 
tmst, answered she ; for he told ns that he found yott 
80 poffed and swollen with ^e good fbrtnoe thrust 
npon yoa by the prime minister, as scarcdy to ao> 
knowledge him am<»ig yoor fbnner aeqo ain t a noe ; 
and, when he gave yoa a moving description of oar 
miseries, you listened as if you had no interest in 
the tale, orknowledgeoftheparties. But as fttfaen 
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andmodten can alwajB find some dew for palliation 
in tbe cosdact of tlieir graoelew childreii, we were 
loatb to bdJeve dut you had ao bad a Ikeait. Yoor 
aniral atOriedo juaCtfiaa onr&votaUeiateEpretatkn, 
and tfaoee tean which are now Bowing down your, 
cbeeba are » many pledges either oi your imu>> 
cence or your reformation. 

Your constiuctions were too partial, replied I; 
there was a great deal of truth in young Muscada's 
rqKnt. When he came to see me, all my &cnltiea 
were engroaaed by vanity and mammon ; ambition, 
the prevuling devil which poeaessed me, left not a 
thought to throw away on the desolate condition of 
my parents. It, therefore, could be no wonder if 
in such a disposition of mind I gave rather a freeang 
reception to a man, who, accosting me in a peremp- 
torj style, took uptm him to say, without mincing 
the matter, that it was well known I was as rich as 
a JeW) and therefore he advised me to send yoo a 
good round sum, seeing that you were veiy much 
put to your shifts : nay, he went so fiir as to re- 
proach me, in phrase of more sincerily than good 
manners, with my unfeeling negligence of my fomily* 
His confounded personality stuck in my throat ; so 
diat, lodng my little stock of patience, I shoved him 
fiurty by the shoulders out of my cloaet. It must be 
ccmfoased that I took the administration of justioe a 
little too much into my own hands, b^ng judge and 
party in the same cause ; neither was it proper that 
you should bear the brunt, because the grocer was a 
little antiHUUxhaiine in his phraseology j nor was his 
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advice the less pertinent or just, though couched in 
homely ternu, or urged with plodding vulgarity. 

All thia came plump in Hne teeth of mj conscienM 
die moment I had turned Muscoda out of doors. Hie 
voice of natural inatinct contrived to make its way ; 
mj duty to my parents brought the Mood into my 
ftee ; but it was the blush of shame for its neglect, 
and not the giow of triumph at its performance. Yet 
even my remorse can give me little credit in your 
eyee, since it was soon stifled in the fumee of avarice 
and ambition. But some time aftorwards, having 
berai safely lodged in the tower of Segovia by royal 
mandate, I fell dangerously ill there ; and that timely 
remembrancer was the cause of bringing back your 
son to yon. So true is it that sickness and impris- 
onment were my beet moral tutors ; for they enabled 
nature to resume her ri^ts, and weaned me e&ct- 
nally from the court. Henceforth, all my dear do- 
ti^ is in solitude ; and my only business in the 
Astoriaa is to entreat that you would share with me 
in the mOd pleasures of a retired life. If yon reject 
not my earnest petition, I will attend you to an estate 
of mine in the kingdom of Valencia, and we will 
live there together very comfortaUy. You are, of 
course, aware that I intended to take my father thither 
also ; but since heaven has ordained it otherwise, let 
me at least have the satis&ction of affording an asy- 
lum to my mother, and making nrnwidti by all the 
attentions in my power for the &llow seasons in tii^ 
former harvest of my filial duty. 

I accept your kind intentions in very good part. 
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gaid my mother, and would take the jonrn^ with- 
out hesitatioii if I Baw no obstaclea in the way. But 
to deawt yoar imtde in his present condition would 
be nnpardonable ; and I am too much aocustoiiMd 
to this part of the country to like Uviag elsewhere : 
nevertheless, as the proposal deserves to be tnatorely 
weighed, I will consider further of it at my leiwre. 
At present your finther's funeral requires to be op* 
dered and arranged. As for that, said I, we will 
leave it to the care of the young man whom you saw 
with me ; he is my secretary, with ae clever a head 
and as good a heart as you have often heea ac- 
quainted vrith; let the bueiaess rest with him; it 
«aniK>t be in better hands. 

Hardly had I pronounced these words when Scipio 
came back ; for it was already broad day. He in- 
quired whether he could be of any service in our 
present distresses. I answered that he was come 
just in time to receive some very importaat directions. 
As soon as he was made acquainted with the busineee 
in hand, A word to the wise, said he : the whole 
{m>cession, with its appropriate heraldry, is already 
toarahalled in this head of mine ; you may trust me 
for a very pretty funeral. Have a care, said my 
mother, to make it plain and decent, without anything 
like pomp or parade. It can scarcely be too humble 
for my husbaud, whom all the town knows to have 
been low in rank and indigent in drcumstances. 
Madam, replied Scipio, thoug^i he had been the 
meanest and most destitute of the human race, I 
would not bate one button in the array of his post- 
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liumous bonora. My master's credit is at stake ia 
the proper (xmdttct of the ceremony ; he has been in 
KB. ostensible sttuatitHi under the Dake of Lertna, and 
his father ought to be buried with all the Auids <^ 
state and nobility. 

I thou^t exactly as my secretary did upon the 
subject, and even went so far as to bid him spare 
no expense on the occasion. A little learen of 
vani^ still fennented in the mass of my philosophy, 
and rose in my bosom with all the efierresoence of 
ite original li^tness. I flattered myself that by 
lavishing posthumous honors on a fether who had 
blessed the day of bis decease t^ do lucrative be- 
quest, I should instil into the conoeptioiu of the 
bystaodere a hi^ sense of my generous nature. My 
mother, on her part, whatever airs of humility she 
might pot on, had no diriike to seeing her tuubaad car- 
ried out with due observance of funeral pomp and oer^ 
mony. We therefore left Scipk> to do just as he 
l^eased ; and he, without a moment's dday, adopted 
all the necessaiy measures for the display (^ the ui^ 
dertaker's liveliest fancy. 

The genius of that artist was called forth but too 
successfully. His emUems, devices, and draperies 
were so ostentatious as to disgust instead of cajoling 
the natives : every individual, whether of the town 
or the suburbs, whether high <ff low, rich or poor, 
ftlt shocked and insulted by this after-thought parade. 
^is ministerial beggar on horseback, said one, can 
put his hand into his pocket for his father's fimeral 
baked meats, but never found in his heart whero- 
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withal to fUrniah his living table with common neoM- 
auies. It would have been mach more to the pur- 
pose, said another, to have made the old gentleman's 
hitter dajB comfortable^ than to have wasted m p li 
thrifilew sums oq a poet-obit act of filial mmiificence. 
In short, quips of the brain and peltinga of the tongue 
pattered round our execrated heads. It would hare 
been well had the storm been only a whirlwind of 
passion, or hurricane of words ; but we were all, 
Scipio, Bertrand, and myself, corporally admonished 
of our misdeeds on our coining out of church ; they 
abused us like pickpockets, made mouths and odious 
noises as we passed, and foUowed Bertnad at bis 
Jjeels to the inn with a copious volley of stmea and 
mod. To diq>erBe the mob which had collected be- 
fore my uncle's house, my mother was obliged to 
show hexself at the window, and to declare puUicly 
that she was thorou^y satisfied wUh my proceed- 
ings. Another d^aclmient had filed off to the 
stable-yard where my carriage stood, in the full de- 
tenninatioa of breaking it to pieces ; and this they 
would ioevitahly have done, if the landlord and land- 
lady had not found some means of quieting their per- 
turbed spirits, and turning them aside fi^)m their 
outrageous purpose. 

All these affinnts, so revolting to my dignity, the 
effect of the tales which the young grocer had beep 
spreading about town, inspired me with such a thor^ 
<High hatied for my native place, that I determined 
on quitting Oviedo almost immediately, though hut 
iof this bustle I might have made it my reudeoce for 
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some time. I antlouaced 1117 intentioD, with the 
reaaou of it, to mj mother, idio, considering mj 
uncouth reception as no very flattering compUm^it 
to herself, did not urge my longer stay among people 
BO little inclined to treat me civilly. The only point 
remaining now to be discussed was her future des- 
tiny and provision. My dear mother, said I, since 
my uncle stands so much in need of your attendance, 
I will 00 longer ui^ you to go along with me ; but, 
■as his da^s seem likely to be very few on earth, you 
must promise to come and talce up your abode with 
me at my farm as soon as the last duties are pe^ 
formed to his honored remains. 

I shall make no such promise, answered n^ 
mother, for I mean to pass the remnant of my days 
in the Asturias, and in a state of perfect indepemt 
enoe. Will you not on all occasions, replied I, be 
absolute mistress in my household ? May be so, and 
may be not, rejoined she : you have only to fidl in 
love with some fiirt of a girl, and tJiea you will 
many : then she will be my daughter-in-law, and I 
shall be her step-mother ; and then we shall live 
blether as step-mothers and daug^iters-in-lawusually 
do. Your prc^ostics, said I, are fetched from a 
great distance. I have not at present the most r^ 
mote Intention of entering into the happy state ; hut 
even though such a whim should take possession c^ 
my bnun, I will pledge myself far instructing my 
wifb betimes in an implicit submission to your will 
and pleasure. That is giving security without the 
means of making good your contract, replied my 
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mother ; you would Bcarcely be able to justify boil. 
I would not even swear that, in our sparriog^uatchefl, 
you might not talce year wife's part in preference to 
mine, however ill she mi^t beliarc, or however ub- 
reosonably she might argue. 

Yon talk very excellent sense, madam, cried my 
eccretar}', coming in for his share of the conversa- 
tion'; I think juBt an you do, that docility is about 
ns much the virtue of a donkey as of a daughter-in- 
law. As the loatter stands, that there may be no 
difference of opinion between my master and you, 
since you are absolutely determined to live asunder, 
yon in the Asturias, and he in the kingdom of 
Valencia, ho must allow you an annuity of a hundred 
pistoles, and send me hither every year for the pay- 
ment. By thus arranging matters, motlier and 
son will be very good fiiends, with an interval of 
two hntldred leagues between tliem. The paitiee 
concerned fell in at once with the proposal : I paid 
dte first year in advance, and stole out of Oviedo the 
next morning before dawn, for fear of vying with 
Sunt Stephen in popular favor. Such were the 
i^ianns of my return to my native place. An ad- 
mirable lesson this, for those successfid upstarta, 
who, having gone abroad to make their fortunes, 
come home to be the purse-proud tyraats of their 
birthplace. 
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aaaiAa ssts out rott valbxcia, avd AttnnTs at tiauk; 
BtaaaiPTiox or jas beati the paxticvlarb or ma 

EBOBPTIOir, AXn THE CHASACTtBS OF THE lUBABITAXn 
BE rOVSa THERE. 

We took the road fox Leon, afterwards that of 
Vakneia; and, continuing our joum^ by abort 
stogea, anived oa the ereuing of the tenth day at the 
town c£ Seficwba, whence early on the morrow wc 
rqtured to my seat, at the distance of vciy little 
more than three leagues. In proportion as we ap- 
|voached nearer, it was amusing to see with what n 
longing eye my secretary looked at all the estates 
which lay in our way, to the ri^ and left of the 
road. Whenever he caught a glimpse of any which 
btfpc^e the rank and opulence of its owner, he never 
miased pointing at it with his finger, and wishing 
that were the place of our retreat. 

I know not, my good friend, sud I, what idea 
you have formed of our habitation ; but if you have 
taken it into your head that ours is a magnificent 
house, with the domain of a great landed proprietor, 
I warn you in time that you ore laying much too flat- 
-tering on unction to your vanity. 

If you luive no mind to be the dupe of a warm 
imagination, figure to yourself the little omameBted 
cottage which Horace fitted up near Tibur, in the 
country of the Sabiness, on a small &rm, the fee- 
sin^ile of which wss given him by Mteccnas, Don 
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Alphonso has made me just auch another present, 
mora aa a token of affectioD than for the value of 
the tiling. Then I must expect to see nothing but a 
dirty hovel I exclaimed Scipio. Bear in mind, re~ 
plied I, that I have always given you quite an un- 
Tarnisbed descnption of my place ; and norr, even at 
this moment, yon may judge for yourself whether I 
have not stuck to truth and natura in my represen- 
tations. Just cany your eye along the course of the 
(}nadalaviar, and observe at a little distance frwa the 
further bank, near that hamlet, consisting of nine or 
ten tenements, a house with four email turrets : that 
is my mansion. 

Hm deuce and all ! stammered out my secretary, 
short-breathed with sudden admiration : why, that 
boose is one of the prettiest things in nature; 
Beeddes 1I10 castellated air which those turrets give 
it, all the beauties of situation and architecture, 
fertility of soil, and perfection of landsc^, eombine 
to rival or excel the immediate nei^dwrhood of 
Seville, complimented as it is for its picturesque 
attractions by the i^ipellation of an earthly paradise. 
Had we chosen the place of our settlement for our^ 
selves, it could not have been more to my taste : a 
river meanders through the grounds, distilling plenty 
and verdure from its fertilizing bosom ; the leafy 
honors of on umbrageous wood invite the mid-day 
walk, and qualify the temperature of the seasons. 
What a heavenly abode of solitude and contempla- 
tbn ! Ah I my dear master, we shall act very 
ftolisMy if we are in a hurry to run awayfrcm ear 
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happiness. I Rm delighted, answered I, that ym 
are ao well satisfied with the retreat provided for ua, 
though yet acquainted with only a small part of it« 



As we were chatting in this strain, we got nearer 
and nearer to the house, where the door opened as 
by magic, the moment Scijuo announced SJgnor Gil 
Bias do Sontillane, who was coming to take posses- 
sion of his estate. At the mention of this name, 
rec^ved with reverential homage by the pe<^e who 
had been instructed in the transfer of their obedience, 
my carriage was admitted into a large court, where I 
alighted ; then, leaning with all my wei^t upOQ 
^pio, as if walldng was a derogation from my 
dignity, and patting on the great man after the most 
oonsequential models, I reached the hall, where, on 
my entrance, seven or ei^t servants made tbehr 
obeisances. They told me they were oome to w^l- 
CMue their new toaster with their best loves and 
duties; that Don Csesar and Don Alphonso de 
Ijeyra had chosen them to form my establishment, 
one in quali^ of cook, another as under-cook, a third 
as scullion, a fourth as porter, and the rest as foot- 
men ; with on express injunction to receive no wages 
or perquisites, as those two noblemen meant to definty 
all the expenses of my household. The cook, 
Master Joachim by name, was conunander-io-chicf 
of this battalion, and announced to Joe the whole 
array of tlie campaign ; be declared that he bad lakl 
in a huge stock of the dmcest wines in Spain, and 
insinuated that for tbe. solid st^ly of the table, h^ 
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flattered liimself a person of his education and ex- 
perience, who had been six years at tlie lieod of my 
Lord Archbishop of Valencia's kitchen, must know 
how to diab up a dinner so as to meet the ideas of the 
most fasti(bou3 layman in Christendom. But die 
proof of the pudding is in the eatbg, added he ; so 
I wiU just go and give yon a spedmen of my talent. 
You had better take a walk, my lord, while dinner 
is getting ready ; look about the premises, and see 
whetber you find them in tenontable condition for a 
|»erson of your lordship's dignit)'. 

The reader may guess whether I did not stir my 
stumps ; and Scipio, still more eager than myself to 
take a bird's-eye inventory of our goods ondcliattels, 
dragged me back and fore from room to room. 
There was not a comer of the house that we did not 
peep into, from the garret to the cellar ; not a closet 
or a cranny, at least as wc supposed, could escape 
our prying curiosity ; and in every fresh room we 
went into, I had occasion to admire the kindness of 
Don Oesnr and his son towards me. I was struck, 
among other things, with two apartments, which' 
were as elegantly lumished as they could be, without 
misplaced magnificence. One of them was hung 
with tapestry, tbe celebrated manufacture of the Low 
Countries ; the velvet bed and chairs were still very 
handsome, though in the fashion of the time when the 
Moors possessed the kingdom of Valencia. The 
furniture of the other room ivos in the same taste : 
to wit, an ohl suit of hangings, made of yellow 
GoKmdamask, witb a bedand arm-chairs to match, 
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fringed witli blue silk. All tlteae efTecta, whi^ 
would liave furniahed but a sony display in an up- 
holetcrcr's eliop, made no contemptible iq>pcarance 
in their present situatdon. 

Airier having rummaged over every article of the 
paraphern^ia, my secretary and myself returned to 
the dining-room, where the cloth was laid for two ; 
we sat down, and in on instant they served up so 
delicious an olla podrida, that we could not help 
revolving on the vaiious turns of the &te below, 
which had parted the good Archbishop of Valencia 
from his cook. We had in truth a most cadiolicand 
ravenous appetite — a circumatauce which added new 
zest to our praises and enjoyments. Between eveiy 
succeeding help, my servants, with all the alacri^ 
of fresh and holiday service, filled our large glasses 
to the brim with wine, the choicest vintage of La 
Maneha. Scipio, not thinking it genteel to express 
aloud the inward chucklings of his heart at our dain^ 
&re, winked and nodded his delight, and spoks by 
signs, which I returned with the like dumb eloquence of 
overflowing satistactiou. The remove >vas a dish of 
roost quails, flanking a little leveret in high order, 
just kept long enough ; for this wc left our Jiasb> 
good as it was, and gorged ourselves to a surfeit <»i 
the game. When we had eaten as if wc had new 
eaten before, and pledged one another in duo pro- 
portion, wo rose from tabic, and went into the garden 
to look out lor some cool, pleasant spot, and take 
our afternoon'^ nap voluptttouslv. 

If hitherto my secretory liad goggled Siitiefiiction 
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at what lie hod seen, he stared wider and grinnfld 
broader at this vuta vtaion of the garden. He 
scarcely allowed the comparison to be in fevor of the 
Eacmial. The rcoscm of its extreme niccness was, 
that Don Ciesar, wlio came backwards and forwards 
to Lirise, took jJeasuro in improving and ornament- 
ing it. All the walks well gravelled and lined with 
orange trees, a large reservoir of white marble, wi& 
a lion in bronze spouting water like a dolphin's 
d^ufy in the middle, the beauty of the flower 
border? , the profiision and variety q£ the fruit tree*, — 
snch pretty particulars as these mode Scipio smack 
his lips, and snuff the air ; bat hia raptures reached 
their enmmit at the gradual descent of a long walk, 
leading to the bailtff*8 cottage, and orerordied by the 
interwoven bou^s of the trees planted on each side. 
While eulogizing a place so well adapted for a 
lefiige from the intcnseness of the heat, we made a 
halt, and «at down at the foot of an elm, wha« 
sleep required very little cunning to entangle two 
hi^-fed, half-tipsy blades, just risen from so 
voluptuous and voracious a repast. 

]ji about two hours we were startled out of ow 
sleep by the reportof mttsketry, popping so near the 
head-quarters of our repose, that we apprehended 
the camp to be attacked. On the alert ! was the 
first idea that invaded our dozing minds. Huit we 
might procure the most authentic intelligence in 
what direction the enemy was approaching, we di- 
rected our march towards the bailifTs tenement. 
There were collected eig^ or ten olodhoppers, all 
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friends and nciglibors, asaembled on tlie green f<» 
the purpoee of honoring my arrival, just communi- 
cated to the vacant eenseo of tlie eaid clodhopperB hy 
a discharge of fire-arms, whose barrels and furniture 
might thank me for the unusual favor of a thorough 
deaning. The greater part of them were acquainted 
with my person, having seen me more than once at 
the caatle, while engaged in the business of my 
stewardship. No sooner did they set eyes on me, 
than they all sliouted in unison, Long life to our new 
Imd and master ! Welcome to Lirias I Then they 
loaded once again, and fired another volley in honor 
of the occasion. My Imblts and manners were soft- 
ened down to the most condescending urbani^, 
though with a decorous infusion of distance, lest any 
df^irading constnictions might be put upon too un- 
limited a freedom of address. With respect to my 
protection, I promised it according to the customary 
charter of newly-installed possessors, and went so 
far OS to throw them a purse of twenty pistoles : and 
this, in my opinion, was the point of all others in 
my conduct which touched their hearts most nearly. 
After this benefaction, I left them at hberty to waste 
as much powder as they pleased, and withdrew witli 
my secxetaiy into the wood, where we walked to and 
fro tjlt nightfall, without being at all tired of our 
jiiral prospect ; so many cliarms had the viow of a 
landscape, hei^tcncd by the substantial bemitieB of 
ownership in fec-eim^c, to our elevated and delisted 
imaginations I 
The cook, the under-cook, and the scidlion were 
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not rcstiiig upon their oars all this time ; they were 
working hard ta fit up for us on artifice of belly 
timber more magnificent than what we luul already 
demolished, so that we were over head and ears in 
amazement, when, on our return to the room where 
we had dined, we saw on the table a dieh of four 
roast partridges, with a smothered rabbit on one 
side, and a fricasseed capon on the other. The 
second course consisted of pigs' ears, jugged game, 
and chocolate cream . We drank deeply of the most 
delicious wines, and began to think of going to bed 
when it became a matter of doubt whether we could 
sit up any longer. Then my people, with lighted 
candles before me, led the way to the best bedroom, 
where they were all most, officious in assisting to 
undress me ; hut when tlwy had tendered me my 
gown and nightcap, I dismissed them with an 
authoritative undulation of my hand, signiiying tliat 
their services were dispensed with for the remainder 
of that night. 

Thus I sent tliem all ubout their business, kcepiug 
Scipio for a littic private conference between our- 
selves ; and I led to it by asking him what lie thought 
of my reception, as arranged by order of my noble 
patrons. Indeed and indeed, answered lie, the human 
heart could not devise anything more delicious ; I 
only wish we may go on as we have begun. I have no 
wish of the kind, replied I : it Is contrary to my 
principles to allow that my benefitctors should put 
themsch'cs to so mucli expense on my account ; it 
would be u downright fi-aud upon tlieir bonevolfflioe. 
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Besides, I could never feel myself at home widi 
■ervants in the pay of other people ; it is just like 
living in a lodging or an inn. Then it is to be re- 
membered, that I did not come hither to live upon 
so expensive a scale. What occasion have we for so 
large an establishment of servants? Our ntmort 
want, with Bertrand, is a cook, a ecolUrai, and n 
footman. Though my secretaiy would not have 
been at all sony to table for a continuance at the 
govemw of ValeBcia's expense, he did not oppose 
his own luxurious taste to my moral delicacy, bat 
conformed at once to my sentiments, and approved 
the reduction I was meditating to introduce. Iliat 
point being decided, he left my chamber, and betodc 
himself to his pillow in his own. 



CSAPTER ir. 

i JOCllSSr TO ViLBSCIA, A.YD A VISIT TO THE tOBDS Of 
LETVA. TUB COyVEKBATIO.V OF TlIE OESTLEUEy, Aim 
SERAPniSAS DEMBASUIL 

I aor my clothes off as soon as possible, and went 
to bed, where, finding no great inclination to sleep, 
I communed with my own thoughts. The mutual 
attachment between the lords of Leyva and myself 
^va8 uppermost in the various topics of my contem' 
pladtHi. With my heart foil of their late kindness, 
I determined on setting out for their residence the 
next day, and quenching my impatience to duuk 
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them iur their favors. Neither was it a slender 
gratificntion to anticipate another interview Trith 
Seraphina ; though there was somewhat of oUoy in 
that pleaauTc: it was impossible to re6ect without 
shuddering, that I should at the same time have to 
cucoonter the glances of Dame Lorenza iSephora, 
who might not be greatly delighted at tlie renewal 
of OUT acquaintance, should her memoiy happen to 
stumble upon the circumstances connected with a 
certain box on the ear. ' With lay mind exhausted 
hy all these different suggestions, my eyelids at 
length closed, and the eun had peeped in at my 
window long before they turned upon their hinges. 
I was soon out of bed, and dressed myself widi 
all possible expedition, in the earnest desire <^ pros- 
ecuting my intended journey. Just wi I had finished 
my hasty operations, my becretary came into tlie 
room. Scipio, said I, you behold a man- <m the 
point of setting out for Valencia. I ought to lose 
no time in paying my respects to those noblemen to 
whom I am indebted ibr my little independence. 
Every moment of delay in the performance of this 
duty throws a new wei^t of ingratitude on my coo* 
science. As for you, my &iend, there is no neces- 
si^ for your attendance ; stay here during my ab- 
sence ; I shall come back to you within the space of 
a week. Heaven speed you, sir I answered he : be 
sure you do not slight Don Alphonso and his father : 
they seem to me to thrill with the kindly vibrations 
of fricndsliip, and to bo unbounded in their ac- 
knowledgment of obligation : gratitude and faener- 
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olcDCe arc so uncommon in people of rank, that 
they deserve to be mode the most of where found. 
I sent ft meaeage to Bertnnd, to hold himself in 
readineaa for setting out, , and took my chocohtto 
while he was harnessing the mules. When all was 
prepared, I got into my carriage, aA«r having di- 
rected my people to consider my secretary as master 
c£ the house in my absenoe, and to obey his orders 
as if they were my own. 

I got to Valencia in less than four hours, and 
drove at once to the gorcmor's stables, where I 
alighted and lefk my equipage. On going to the 
house, I was informed that Don Cesar and his son 
were together. I did not wait for an introduction, 
hot went in without ceremony ; and addressing my- 
sdf to both of them, Servants, said I, never send in 
their names to their masters : here is an old piece of 
family furniture, not ornamental indeed, but of a 
fashion when gratitude was neither out of date nor 
out of countenance. These words were accompanied 
wiUi an effort to tirow myself on my knees j but 
they anticipated my purpose, and embraced me one 
after tlie other with all possible evidence of sincere 
nflection. Well, then, my dear Santillanei said Don 
Alpbonso, you hare been at Liriae to take possession 
<^ your little property. Yes, my lord, answered I ; 
and my next request ie, that you would be pleased 
to take it back again. What is your reason for 
that? replied he. Is there anything about it at all 
offensive to your taste? Not in the place itself, re* 
Joined I ; on the o<mtmry, that ie everything that my 
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heoi-t'can wish ; tbe on]y f«ult I have to find with it 
ii that the kitchen emells too strot^ly of the hie- 
rarcby ; a Uy Guietian should not live like an areb^ 
bishop ; besklea tliat, there are three times as many 
servants as are neceasary, and consequently you are 
put to an expense at once enormoue and usdess. 

Had you accepted the annuity of t\TO thousand 
ducats, which we offered you at Madrid, said Ddn 
Oeear, wo should have thou^t it enough to give 
you the mimuoa furnished as it is ; hut you know 
you refused it ; and we felt it but right to do what 
we have done as on eqiuvalent. Your bounty hn^ 
been too lavl^, answered I : the gift of the estate 
^vas the utmost limit to which it should have been 
extended,' and that was more than sufficient to crown 
my largest wishes. But to say nothing about what 
it has cost you to keep up so great and expensive an 
establishnkent, I declare to you most solemnly that 
these people stand in my way, and are a great on- 
iK^'ancc. In one word, gentlemen, either take back 
your boon, or give mc leave to enjoy it in my own 
iray. I pronounced these last words so much as if 
I was in earnest, that the father and son, not mean- 
ing to lay me under any unpleasant restraint, at 
length gave mc their permission to man^e my house- 
hold aa it should seem expedient to my better jud^ 
ment. 

. I was thanking them very kindly for liaving granted 
me that privilege, without which a dukedom would 
have been but splendid slavery, when Don Alplionso 
interrupted me by saying. My dear Gil Bias, I wil^ 
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introduce yaa to a lady who -will be extremely hi^^ 
to see jou. Thus preparing me for the intervienr, 
be took me by the httnd and led the way to Sera- 
phina's apartment, who set up a scream of joy on 
recognizing mc. Madam, said the governor, I flatter 
myself that the visit of our jriend Santillane at Va- 
lencia is not less acceptable to you than myself. On 
that head, answered she, he may rest confidently as- 
sured ; time has not obliterated the remembrance of 
the service which he once rendered me ; and to timt 
must be added a new debt of gratitude incurred on 
the score of your obligations. Z told tbe govemm's 
lady that I was already too well requited for tbe 
danger which I liad shared in common with her de- 
liverers in exposing my life for her sake : compli- 
ments to the like eflfect were bandied about for some 
time on both sides, when Don Alphonso motioned to 
quit Seraphina's room. We then went back to Don 
Qeswr, wliom we found in the saloon with a. fashion- 
able party, who were come to dinner. 

All these gentlemen were introduced, and paid 
their compliments to me in the politest manner ; nor 
<Ud their attentions relax in assiduity, when Don 
OtMor told them that I had been one of the Duke 
of Lenna's principal secretaries. In all likelihood 
several of them might not be unacquainted that Dos 
Alphonso had been promoted to the government of 
Valencia by my interest, for political secrets are sel- 
dom kept. However that might be, while we were 
nt table, the conversation principally turned on the 
fltew cardinal. Some, of the company either w«<e, 
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or affected to be, liiit unqualified admlren, while 
ottiers allowed liia merit upon the whole, but thouj^t 
it had beca rather ovemted. I plainly saw throu^ 
their design of drawing me on to enlarge on the sub- 
ject of his cmineDcc, and to gratify their taste tor 
scaodal with court aneolotea at his expense. I couM 
have been well enough pleased to have delivered my 
real sentiments on bis character, but I kept my tongue 
within my teeth, and thereby passed, In the estimo- 
tjon of (he guests, for a close, confidentia], politic, 
trustworthy young statesman. 

The party respectively retired homo after dinner 
to take dieir usual nap, when Don Gesor and bis 
son, yielding to a similar inclination, shut themselves 
up in their apartments. 

For my own part, full of impatience to see a town 
which I had so often beard extolled for its beaaty, I 
went out of the governor's palace with the intention 
of walking through the streets. At the gate a man 
accosted me with the following address : Will Signor 
de Santillane allow me to take the liberty of paying 
ray respects to him ? I asked him who and what lio 
was. I am Don CKsar's volet^e-chambre, answered 
he, but was one of his ordinary fo<rijhen during your 
stewardship ; I used to make my court to you e^'ery 
mwning, and you used to take a great deal of notice 
of me. I regularly gave you intelligence of what 
was passing in the house. Do you recollect my ap- 
prising you one day that the village surgeon of Ley^'a 
was privatdy admitted into Dame Lorenza Sephora'a 
bedchamber? It is a circumstance which I have by 
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no roeane fcn^ften, replied I. But now Ant wa 
nre talking of tliat fonnidable duenna, what is be- 
come of her? Alasl reeuiDed he, the poor creature 
moped and dwindled after your departure, and at 
length gave up the ghost, more to tho grief of Ser- 
nphina than of Don Alphonso, vho pccmed to con- 
eider her death oa no great evil. 

Don Cnssar's valct-de-chambrc, having thuB ac- 
quainted me with Sephora's melancholy end, made 
a humble apology for having presumed to atop my 
walk, and then left inc to continue my progress. I 
could not help paying the tribute of a ei^ to tlie 
memory of that ill-fated duemia; and her decease 
affected me the more because I taxed myself with 
that melancholy catastrophe, though a moment's re- 
flection would have convinced mc that the grave 
owed its precious prey to the inroads of her canca, 
rather than to the cruel charms of my person. 

I looked with an eye of pleasure upon everything 
worth notice in the town. Tho archbishop's marble 
palace feasted my eyes \nih all the magnificence of 
architecture ; nor were the piazzas which surrounded 
the exchange madi inferior in commercial grandeur ; 
but a large building at a distance, with a great crowd 
standing before the doors, attracted all my attention. 
I went nearer, to ascertain the reason why eo great a 
concourse of both sexes was collected, and was soon 
let into the secret by reading the following inscription 
in letters of gold on a tablet of black marble over the 
door: La Posada de ha ItepreteniatUe»,* The 
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play-bille announced for that day a new tragedy, 
never perfbrmed, and gave the name of Don Gabriel 
Triaquero ae the author. 



CHAPTER V. 

VIL gtAB OOta TO TUB FLAY, ASD BEES A SEW TRAOEDT. 
THE BUCCEBB OF TBM PIECE. TBE PUBLIC TASTE AT 
rALENOIA. 

I STOPPED for some minntes before the door, to. 
make my remarlcB on die people wlio were going in. 
^ere were some of all §ort8 and sizes. Here was 
a knot of genteel-looking fellows, whose tailors at. 
least had done justice to their fiishionable preteB^ 
nons; there, a mob of ill-&vored and ill-mannered 
mortalB, in a garii to identify vulgarity. To the 
right was a bevy of noble ladies, alighted from their 
carriages to take possession of their private boxes ; 
to the left, a tribe of female traders in lubricity, wiio 
came to sell their wares in the lobby. This mixed 
concourse of spectators, as various in their minds as 
in their bees, gave me an itching inclination to in- 
crease their number. Just as I was taking my check, 
the governor and his lady drove up. They spied me 
out in the crowd, and having sent for me, took me 
with them to their box, where I placed myself be- 
hind them, in such a position as to converse at my 
ease with either. 

The theatre was filled with spectators &om iJie: 
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otS\ia% downvaids, the pit thronged almoft to niffi>- 
cation, and the stage crowded witli knig^ of the 
three military oiiders. Here it b foil houM, aaid I 
to Don Alphonso. You are not to cooler that as 
anything eztraordinaiy, answered he; the tragedy 
now about to be produced is from the pen of Don 
Gabriel Triaquero, the most fashionable dramatic 
writer of his day. Whenever the play-bill announces 
any novel^ &om this fitTorite airthor, the whole town 
of Valencia is in a busde. The men as well as the 
women talk incessantly on the subject of the piece : 
all the boxes are taiaai ; and on the first nigltt of 
perfoimance there is a risk of broken limbs in getting 
in, tbou^ the price of sdmisaion ia doubled, with the 
exception of the pit, which ia too authoritadTe a part 
of the house ibr the prc^rietors to tamper with its 
patience. What a paroxysm of partiality I sud I to 
the governor. This eager curiouty of the public, 
this hot-headed impatience to be present at the first 
representation of Don Ghbriel's pieces ^ves me a 
ni^;ni6cent idea of that poet's genius. 

At this period of our conversation the cnrtun rose. 
We immediately left o£f talking, to fix our whole 
attention on the stage. The applauses were laptu- 
ons even at the prologue : as the performance ad- 
vanced, every sentiment and situation, nay, almost 
every line of the piece, called forth a burst of accla- 
mation ; and at the end of each act the doping of 
bands was eo loud and incessant, as almost to bring 
the building about our ears. After the dropping of 
the curtain, the author was pointed out to me, gt^g 
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about (com box to box, and vrith all the mod- 
esty of a Buoceufiil poet, aabmitting his head to the 
impcnitioa of those lauiels which tlie genteel^, and 
espedaily die ftirer part of ^audience had prepared 
for hia coronation. 

We retomed to the goremor'a palace, where we 
were met by a party of three or four gentlemen. Be- 
tides these mere amateort, there were two veteran 
authors of considerable eminence in their line, and a 
gentleman of Madrid with tolerably l^r daims to 
critioal authority and judgment. Th^ had all been 
at the play. The new piece was the only topic of 
conversation during supper-time. Gentlemen, said 
a kni^it of St. James, what do you think of this 
tragedy? Has it not every claim to the character 
of a finisbed work? Thoughts that breal^e, and 
words that bum, a hand to touch the true chords of 
pity, and swe^ the lyre of poetry — requisites bow 
rarely, and yet how admirably onited 1 In a word. 
It is the porfbrmanoe of a person mixing in the 
hi^er circles of society. There can be no possible 
difference of opinion on that subject, said a knight of 
Alcantan. The piece is fldl of strokes which Apollo 
himself might have aimed, and of poplezitiee con- 
trived so that none but the author himself could have 
unravelled them. I iqipeal to that acute and in- 
goiious stranger, added be, addressing his disconrse 
to the Castilian gentleman ; he looka to me like a 
good judge, and I will lay a wager that be is on my 
side of the question. Take care how you stake on 
«D nucertainty, my worthy knight, answorad the 
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gentleman with a sarcaetic smile. I am not of yonr 
provincial acbool ; we do not pass our judgment bo 
hastily at Madrid. Far &om sentencing a piece on 
its first representalion, we are jealous of its apparent 
merit while aided by scenic deception ; our fimciea 
and our feelings ma^ be carried away for the mo- 
ment, but our serious decision is mspoided till we 
hare read the work ; and the most common result 
of its appeal to the press is a de&lcadon &om ita 
powers of pleasing on the stage. 

TbuB yon perceive, pursued be, that it is onr- 
practice to examine n work of genius closely before 
we stamp on it the mark of a stock piece : its 
author's iiunc, let it ring as loudly as it may, can 
never confound our exactness of discrimination. 
When Lope de Vega himself or Calderona ventored 
on the boards, they encountered rigid critics, though 
in an audience which doted on tbem — critics 1^0 
would not sign their passport to the regions of 
immortality till th^ had sifted their claims to be 
admitted there. 

That is a little too mucb, interrupted the kni^t 
of St. James. We are not quite so cautious as you. 
It is not our custom to wait for the printing of a piece 
in order to deude on its reputation. By the very 
first performance it sinks or awims.. It does not 
even seem neceseaiy to be inconveniently attentive to 
the business of the stage. It is sufficient that we 
know it for a production of Don Gabriel, to be per- 
suaded that it combines every excellence.. The works 
of that po^ may justfy be oonsid^red as conunendng 
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& new enij and fixing the criterion of good taate. 
The school of Lope and Calderona was the mere 
cart of Thespia, compared with the poliahed scenes 
of this great dramatic master. The gentleman, who 
looked up to Lope and Calderona as the Sophocles 
and Euripides of the Spaniards, could not easily be 
brought to acknowledge such wild canons of criticism. 
This is dramatic heresy with a vengeance I exclaimed 
he. Since -you compel me, gentlemen, to decide 
like you on the iallacious evidence of a first ni^t, I 
must tell you diat I am not at all satisfied with this 
new tragedy of your Don Gabriel. As a poem, it 
abounds more with glittering conceits than with pas- 
sages of pathos or delineations of nature, l^e verses, 
three out of four, are defective either in measure or 
rhyme ; the characters, clumsily imagined or incon- 
gruously supported ; and the thoughts have often the 
obscurity of a riddle without its ingenuity. 

Tike two authors at table, who, with a tnndence 
Mually commendable and unusual, had said nothing 
for fear of lying under the imputation of jealousy, 
could not help assenting to the last speaker's opinions 
by their looks ; wfaidi warranted me in concluding 
that their silence was less owing to the perfection of 
the work, than to the dictates of personal policy. 
As for the raiUtary critics, they got to their old topic 
of ringing the changes on Don Gabriel, and exalted 
him to a level with the under tenants of Olympus. 
This extravagant association with the demigods, this 
blind and stilf-necked idolatry, divorced the Castilian 
from his little stock of patience, so that, raising his 
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hiods to heflTen, he broke oat abraptlj into a mOsy 
of enthusifum : O divine Lope de Vega, sublime snd 
unriTalled genioa, wlio hast left an immeaeurable 
space between tbee and all tbe Giabriels who would 
light their tapers &om ihj bright efiiilgence I and 
tliou, mellow, soft-voiced Calderona, whose elegance 
and sweetness, rejecting buskined rant and tragic 
swell, rdgnwith undisputed sway over the affections, 
ftar not, dther of you, lest your altars should be 
ovextumed by this tongue-tied nursling of the muses I 
It will be tite utmost of his renown, if posterity, 
before whose eyes your works shall hve in daily 
■new, and form their de«r delight, shall enroll his 
name, as matter of histmy and curious record, on tbe 
list of obsolete authors. 

Hiis animated ^Kwtrophe, for which tin company 
was not at all prepared, raised a hearty lau^, after 
which we all rose Scorn table and withdrew. An 
i^orttoent had been got ready for me by Don Al- 
phonso's order, where I found a good bed ; and my 
lordship, lying down in luxurious weariness, went 
to sleep upon the tag of die Castilian gentleman's 
impoawoned vindicatioQ, imd dreamed most crustily 
tt the injustice done to Lope tad Calderona hy 
igiKMWit pretendera. 
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OSAPTER n. 

OIL SLAB, WALKlSa ABOUT TBB BTREETS Of VALtHCIA, 
MEBTB WITH A MAM Of BAjrCTITr, WBOBE PIOUB FACE 
BE BAB BEES BOXEWHSSiE ELBE. WBAT BOBt OP MAS 
TBIB MAX OF BAKCTirT TURSB OUT TO BE. 

As I had not been able to complete my view of 
the city on the preceding day, I got up betimes in 
the morning with the intention of taking another 
walk. In the street I remarked a CarthnsiBii friar, 
who doiibtleaa was thus early in motion to promote 
the interests of his order. He walked with his eyes 
fixed on the ground, and a gait so holy and con- 
templative as to inspire every passenger with 
religions swe. His path was in the same direction 
as nune. I looked at him with more than otdinary 
curiosity, and could not help foncying it was Don 
Baphaelfthat man of shifts and expedients, who has 
already secured so honorable a niche in the temple 
of fame. (^See Books I. to YI- of my Memoirs.} 

I was so utterly astonished, so thrown off my 
balance by this meeting, that, instead of accosting 
the monk, I remained motionless for some seconds, 
which gare him time to get the start of me. Just 
heaven I said I, were there ever two faces more ex- 
actly alike 7 I do not know what to make of it I It 
seems incredible that Bi^thael should turn up in sudi 
a guise 1 And yet how is it possible to be any one 
else ? I felt too great a curiosity to get at the truth 
not to puxcoe the inquiry. Having ascertained titt 
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way to the monasteiy of the CarthueiAzu, I reputed 
thither immedi&telyi in the hope of coming luroea 
the ohject of my search on his retnm, and with the 
(nil intent of stopping and parleying with him. But 
it was quite unnecessai; to wait for his -arrival, to 
enlighten my mind on the subject ; on reaching the 
convent gate, another physiognomy, such as few 
persons had read without paying for their lesson, 
resolved all my doubts into certainty ; for the friar 
who served in the ci^iacity of portw was unque*- 
tionably my old and godly-visaged servant, AfnhwMo 
de Lamela. 

Our surprise was equal on both sides at meeting 
again in such a place. Is not this a play iq>on the 
senses ? said X, paying my compliments to him. Ill 
it actually one of my friends who presents himself to 
my astonished sight? He did not know me again 
at first, or probably might {wetend not to do so ; 
but, r^ecting within himself that it was in vain to 
deny his own identity, he assumed the start of a man 
who all at once bits upon a circumstance which had 
hitJterto escaped his recollection. Ah, Siguor Gil 
Bias, exclaimed he, excuse my not recogoizing your 
parson immediately. Since I have lived in this holy 
place, evety &culty of my soul has been absorbed in 
the performance of the dudes prescribed by our rules, 
ao that by degrees I lose the remembrance of all 
worldly objects and events. 

After a aeparatioa of ten years, sud I, it gives me 
much pleasure to find you again in so venerable a 
garb. Por my part, answered he, it fills me with 
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shame aod coniiuion to appear in it befine a man 
who has been an eje-witaess of mj guilty cotmes. 
These ^losdy weeds are at once the charm of my 
present life, and the condemnation of my former. 
Alas I added he, heaving a rigfateoua si^, to Im 
worthy of wearing it, my earlier years should have 
been passed in joimitiTe innocence. By this dis- 
course, so rati<mal aod edifying, replied I, it is plain, 
my dear iHrotbw, tiiat the finger of the Lord has been 
open yoo, that you are nuAed out £» a -veeseL of 
sanctification. I tell you once again, I am delig^ded 
at it, and would give the world to know in what 
miraculous manner yon and Raphael were led into 
the path of the righteous ; for I am persuaded that 
it was his own self whom I met in the town, haHted 
as a Carthusian. I was extremely sorry, afterwards, 
not to have stopped and spoken to him in the street, 
and I am waiting here to apologize for my neglect 
on his return. 

You were not mistaken, said Lamek ; it was Don 
Ri^hael himself whom you saw ; and «J ibr the 
particulars of our oonveraion, they axe as follow; 
AAer parting with yon near S^orba, we struck into 
the Valencia road, with the design of bettering our 
trade by some new speculation. Chance or destiny 
one day led our steps into the church of the Car- 
thuaians, -wiaie service was peiformiog in the dioir. 
The demeanor of the brethren attracted our notice, 
and we experienced in our own persons the involun- 
tary homage which vice pays to virtue. Weadmired 
the fervor with whidi they poured forth their devo- 
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tkma, thdr looks of pious inortifioation, their dead^ 
ness to the pleasures of the world and the flesh, and 
in the settled composure of their countenances, the 
outward sign of an ^>proving conscience within. 

While making these observstione, we fell into a 
train of thoagfat which became like manna to the 
bongiy and thirsty soul i we compai>ed our habits <^ 
life with the emplojmeDts of theee holy men, and 
the wide difierence between onr epiritual conditions 
filled na with confusion and affiight. Lamela, said 
Don Bi^hael, as we went out of church, how do you 
stand affected by what we have just seen ? For my 
port, there is no disguising the truth ; my mind is 
ill at ease. Emotions new and indescribable are 
mslung upon my mind ; and, for the first time in 
my life, I reproach myself with the wickedness of 
my past actions. I am just in the same temper of 
ioiil, answered I ; my iniquities are all drawn up in 
array against me ; they beset me, they stare me in 
the &ce ; my heart, hitherto proof against all the 
arrows of remorse, is at this moment shot thron§^ 
and through, torn and disfigured, tormented and 
destroyed. Ah I my dear Ambrose, resumed my 
partner, we are two stray sheep, whom onr heavenly 
Father, in mercy, would lead back gently to the 
ftdd. It is he himself, my child, it is he who warns 
and guides us. Let us not be deaf to the call of his 
T(Hce ; let ns abandon all our wicked courses ; let us 
begin from this day to woil out our 'salvation with 
diligence and in the Sfmt of repentance : we had 
better spend the remaiiMte of our days in this con- 
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vent, uid cooeecrata tbem to peoitence and devo- 
tion. 

I applauded Baphael'a eeiitimeiit,coatmuGd brother 
Ambioee, and we formed the glorious resolution of 
.becoming Carthuaians. To carry it into efiact, we 
Applied to the venentbla prior, who was no sooner 
made acquainted with our purpoM, than, to ascertain 
whether our call was &om the world above or the 
world beneath, he appointed us to cells, and all the 
strictness of monkish discipline, im a whole year. 
We acted up to the rules with equal regulari^ and 
fortitude, and, by way of reword, were adtnitted 
among the novices. Our condition was eo much what 
we wished it, and our hearts were bo full of religious 
zeal, that we underwent the toils of our novitiata 
with unflinching courage. When that was over, we 
professed; after which, Don Baphael, aj^iearing 
admiraUy well qualified, both by natural talent and 
Tarioua experience, for the management of oecuLu: 
concerns, was chosen awiatapt to an old friar who 
was at that time proctor. The son of Ludnda 
would infinitely hare preferred dedicating every re- 
maining moment of his existence to prayer ; but he 
found it necessary to sacrifice his taste for devotion, 
in furtbenmce of the general prosperity. He entered 
with 80 much zeal and knowledge into the interests 
of the house, that he was conaido^d as the mrat 
eligible person to succeed 1^ old proctor, who died 
tlu«e years afterwards. Don Baphael accordingly 
fills that office at present ; and it may be truly said 
tliat he discharges his doty to t h * i entire sadsfrction. 
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of all our ftthen, who pniM in the highest termi 
his conduct in the adminifltraition of our temporalities. 
What i» most of all miraculous, and shows the hand 
of heaven in his convemon, is that, with such an 
accunmlatioD of business nishing in upon him in his 
buTsarial dqmitment, his r^aids are inalienaUj 
fixed on the world to come. When business leaves 
him hut a moment to recruit nature, instead of 
lavishing the diort period in indulgence, his thoughts 
wing their ■wa.j into the regions of devout and holy 
meditation. In short, he is the most exemplary 
member of this body. 

At this period of oar conTereation I intermpted 
TATnftlft by an ebullition of joy to which I gave vent 
at the sight of Raphael coming in. Here he is I ex- 
claimed I ; behold that righteous bursar for whom I 
have been so impatiently vrating. With a leap and 
a bound did I run to meet and embrace him. He 
submitted to the hug with his newly-acquired resig- 
nation ; and, without betraying the slightest shock 
at meeting with an old companion of his pro&ner 
hours, his words were dictated by the spirit of gen- 
tleness and humility : The powers above be praised, 
Signor de Santillane, the powers he prused for this 
Idod providence whereby we meet again. In good 
truth, my dear Raphael, replied I, your happy 
destiny pleases me as much as if it had been my own 
good ludc ; brother Ambrose has told me the whole 
■tory of your convenioD, and the tale almost moved 
me to a similar change. What a glorioos lot for you 
two, my fiiends, when you have reason to flatter 
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yoandvet widi being among that picked number of 
the elect, who have etenml hiqjpiness thnut upon 
them whether they will or no I 

Two miserable sinners like ourselves, resumed tha 
son of Luanda, with an air which marked the ex- 
treme of sanctified morality, must not hope diat our 
own merits are of w^gfat enough to save our souls ; 
but even the wicked one who repenteth findeth 
grace with the Father of mercies. And you, Signor 
Gil Bias, added he, is it not time to lay in a claim 
for pardon of the olFraices which you have committed ? 
What is your business here in Valencia ? Are you 
not hankering after some ofBce of devil's deputy, and 
niftUng slupwreck of your voyage to another world ? 
Ilot so, by the bleesing of heaven, answered 1 1 unce 
I turned my back on the court, I have led a very 
moral sort of life ; sometimes enjoying rural recrea- 
tions on an estate of mine at a few leagues' ^taoce 
&om this town, and sometimes coming hither to pass 
my time with my friend the governor, whom you. 
bodi of you must know perfectly well. 

On this cue I related to them the story of Don 
Alphoneo de Leyva. They heard the particulars 
with attention ; and on my telling them ^lat I had 
carried to Samuel Simon, on the part of that nobI&^ 
man, the three thousand ducats of which we had 
robbed him, T^"^1« interrupted the thread of my 
narrative, and addressing his discourse to Bf^>hael, 
said. Father Hilaiy, if this be true, the honeat veod* 
er of wares has no reason to quarrel with a robbety- 
which has paid Jijfn fifty per cent. ; and our con- 
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ttAmcm, a» &r M that indictment gate, may hutk ia 
the sunahine of aoquitted innocence. Brother Am- 
broae and I, said the bursar, did actually, on die 
iwiimption of the habit, send Sanmel Simon fifteen 
hundred ducats privately, by a pioua ecclenasdc who 
made a pilgrim^^e to Xelva for the sole purpose of 
accomplishing this restitiition ; but it will go hard 
with Samuel at the general reckoning, if he for fiMy 
hicre could soil his fingers with that sum, after having 
been reimbursed in iiill by Signor de Santillane. 
But, Baid I, how do you know that your fifteen 
hundred duoata were faithfully paid into his hands ? 
Unqoeationably they were I exclaimed Don Raphael ; 
I would answer for the ^sintereeted purity of that 
ecclflsiastio as soon as for my own. I would be 
your ooUateral security, sud Laioela ; he is a priest 
of the Btriotest sanctity, a sort of uniTeraal almoner; 
and thon^ many times dted for sums of money de- 
posited with him for charitable uses, he has always 
nonsuited the plaintifis, and gone out of court with 
an augmentation of alms-giving notoriety. 

Our conversation continued for some time longer : 
at length we parted, with many a pious exhortation 
on their side, always to have the fear of the Lord 
before my eyes, and with many an earnest entreaty 
on mine, that they would remember me constantly 
fai their prayers. Don Alpboneo was now the first 
object of my search. You will never guess, said I, 
with whom I have just had a long conference. I 
am but now come from two venerable Carthusians 
of your-acquaintance ; the name of the one is Father 
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Hilaiy, tiiat of the other, brother Ambrose. You 
are mirtaben, aoswered Don Al^wtuo; I am not 
aoquaioted with a nngle Carthanan. Pardon me, 
relied I ; yoa have feeen brother AmbroM at Xelv» 
in the capacity of conmiisaary, and Father Hilary as 
r^jiBter to the inquisition. O heaven I excUimed 
the goyemor with eurpriflo, can it be within the 
bounds of posaibility that Raphael and Lamela 
should have turned Carthnsians? It is even eoy 
answered I ; they pro&ssed several yetas ago. The 
former is bursar and proctor to the convent, the lat- 
ter, porter. 

The son of Don Gtssar rubbed his forehead twice 
or thrice, then ahitlfing his head, These worshiptul 
officers of the inquisitioil, said he, most assuredly 
purpose playing over the old ferce on a new stage 
here. You judge of them by prejudice, answered 
I, &om the impression of th^ characters as men of 
sin : but had you been edified by their lectures as I 
have been, you would think more &vorably of their 
holiness. To be sure, it is not for mortal men to 
&lhoffi the depth of other men's hearts ; but to all 
^pearance th^ are two prodigals returned home. 
It possibly may be so, replied D<m Alphonso : there 
are many instances of libertines, who hide their heads 
in cloistersj after having scandalized human nature 
by their obliquities, to expatiate their offences by a 
severe penance : I heartily wish that our two monks 
may be such libertines restored. 

Weill and why not? said I. They have embraced 
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the moiuiBtic life of their own accord, and have aqoared 
t}ieir conduct for a length of time aocording to the- 
T"»TiiTia of their order. You may say what yon 
please, retorted die goremor ; but I do not like the 
oonvent^B rents being Tcceived by this Father Hilaiy, 
of whom I cannot help entertaining a veiy untoward 
opinion. When the fine story he told ns of his ad- 
ventures comes across my mind, I tremble for the 
reverend brotherhood. I am willing to believe with 
you, that he has taken the vow with the pioos int^^ 
tion of keeping it ; but the blaze of gold may be too 
much for the weakness of his regenerated eyesight. 
It ia bad policy to lock up a reformed drunkard in a 
wine cdlar. 

In the coarse of a few days Don Alphonso's mis- 
pvings were fully justified ; these two official props 
and stays of the catablishm«it ran away with the 
year's revalue, lliis news, which was immediately 
ncHsed about the town, oouM not do otherwise than 
set the tongues of the wits in motion ; for they al- 
ways make themselves meny at the crosses and losses 
of the well-endowed reli^ous orders. As ftn- the 
governor and myself, we condoled with the Carthu- 
sians, but kept our acquaintance with the apostate 
[nlftrers in the bacl^;roond. 
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CHAPTER 711. 

oa MAM UtTUBira to bib beat at LIRIAB. BOIPlQ-a AOXEX- 
ABIB aTXhLIQXXCB, AXB A MBJVBJt IS THM ItOMBBTiC AB- 
BASOBMBirTa. 

I FASSHD a week st Valencia in the first company, 
living on equal terma widi the best of the nobility. 
Hays, balla, concerts, grand dinners, ladies* parties, 
all things that heart could wish or vanity grow tall 
upon, were provided for me hj the governor and his 
lady, to vrhom I paid my court so dexterously, that 
they were heartily sorry to see me set out on my re- 
turn to Liiias. They even obliged me, before they 
would let me go, to engage for a division of my time 
between ihem and my hermitage. It was determined 
diat I should spend the winter in Valencia, and the 
summer at my seat. After this bargun, my bene- 
&ctors left me at liberty to tear myself from them, 
and go where their TrinilTnyii would be always staring 
me in the face. 

Scipio, who was waiting impatiently for my re- 
turn, was ready to jump out of his skin for joy at 
the sight of me ; and his ecstasies were doubled at 
my drcnmHtantial account of the journey. And 
now for your history, my &iend, said I, taking 
Iweatfa : to what moral uses have you turned the 
solitary period of my absence? Has the time passed 
agree^ly? As well, answered he, as it could with 
a servant to whom nothing is so dear as the presence 
of hifl master, I have walked over our little dMuin, 



^d by Google 



circuitously and diagonally : Bometime« Beated on the 
margin of a fountain in our wood, I have takei 
pleasure in beholding the transparency of its watera, 
which are as pellucid as those of the sacred spring, 
whose projection from the rock made the vast forest 
of Alhunea to resound with the roar of the cascade : 
sometimes, lying at the foot of a tree, I have listened 
to the song of the linnet or the ni^tingale. At 
other times I have hunted or fished ; and, what has 
given me more rational delight tlian all these pas- 
times, I have whiled away many a profitable hour 
in the improvement of my mind. 

I interrupted my secretary in a tone of eager ii^ 
quiry, to ask where he had procured books, I found 
them, said he, in an elegant library here in the house, 
whither Master Joachim took me. Heyday I in what 
comer, resumed I, can this said libraiy be 7 Did we 
not go over the whole building on the day of our ar- 
rival ? You fancied so, rejoined he ; but you ore to 
know that we only explored three sides of the square, 
and forgot the fourth. It was there that Don Cesar, 
when he came to Lfirias, employed part of his time 
in reading. There are in this library some very good 
books, left as a never-feiling phylacteiy against the 
blue devils, when our gardens despoiled of Flora's 
treasure, and our woods of tlieir leafy honors, shall 
DO longer challenge those miscreant invaders to com- 
bat in the forest or the bower. The lords of Leyva 
have not done diings by halves, but have catered fot 
the mind as well as for the body. 

Xhis intelligence filled me with sincere rapture. 
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I -wai efaown to the fourth side of the square, and 
feasted with an intellectual banquet. Don CsMar's 
room I immediately determined to make mj own. 
That nobleman's bed was stall there, with correspond- 
ent furnitm«, consiatiiig of historical tt^>e8ti7, mpte- 
sentmg the rape of the Sabine women hy the Bonuuu. 
From the bedchamber, I went into a closet fitted up 
with low bookcases well filled, and over them the 
portraits of the Spanish kings. Near a window 
whence you command a prospect of a most bewitch- 
ing country, there was an ebony writing-desk and a 
large sofa, covered with black morocco. But I gare 
my attention principally to the libraiy. It was 
compoeed of philosophers, poets, historians, and 
abounded in romances. Don Ceasar seemed to give 
the preference to that li^t reading, if one mi^t 
judge \iy the profusion of supply. I must own, to 
my shame, that my taste was not at all above die 
level of those productions, notwithstanding the 
extiBTagsnces they delist in stringing together; 
whether it was owing to my not being a very crit- 
ical reader at Uiat time, or because the Spaniards 
are naturally addicted to the marvellona. I must 
nevertheless plead, in my own justification, that I was 
alive to the diarms of a sprightly and popular mo- 
nli^, and that Lucian, Horace, and Erasmus be- 
came my &vorite and standard authors. 

My friend, said I to Scipio, when my erjrea had 
comsed over my library, here is wherewithal to feed 
and pamper our minds ; but our present business is 
to reform our household. On that subject I can 
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spare you a great deal of trouble, auBwered he. 
Daring jour abaenoe I have sifted yoor people 
tborou^y, and flatter myself it is do empty boast 
to say that I know them. Let as b^in with Master 
Joachim : I take him to be as great a scoundrel as 
ever breathed, and have no doobt bat he was tamed 
away from the archbLshop's for exrors which wore 
too great to be excepted in the passing of his ao- 
coonta. Yet we must keep him for two reascHis : 
the first, because he is a good cook ; and the second, 
because I shall always have an eye over him ; I shall 
pe^ into his actions like a jackdaw into a marrow^ 
bone, and he most be a more canning fellow than I 
take him for, to evade my vigilance. I have already 
told him that you intended discharging three fourths 
of your establishment. This declaration stuck in his 
stomach ; and he sssored me that, owing to his ex- 
treme desire of living with you, he would be satisfied 
with half his present wages rather than be turned oS^, 
which made me suspect that he was tied to the string 
of some petticoat in the hamlet, and did not like to 
break up his quarters. As for the under-oook, he is 
a drunkard, and the porter a fiiul-moathed Cerberos, 
■of whose guardianship our gates are in no want ; 
neither is the game-keeper a neoessary evil. I shall 
take the latter office myself, as you may see to-moi^ 
row, when we have got our fowling-pieces in order, 
and are provided wiUi powder and shot. With re- 
gard to the footmen, one <bf them is an Arragoneee, 
and to my mind a veiy good sort of fellow. We 
will keep him ; but all the rest are su<^ rqiecallions. 
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that I wotdd not advioe yon to harbw one of diem, 
if yoa wuited an um; of attendantB. 

After having tuUy debated the point, we resolved 
to ke^ well with the cook, the scullion, the Aira- 
gonese, and to get rid of the remainder as decently 
as we could ; all which was planned and executed on 
the same day, mollifying the bitter dose by the ^h 
plication of a f&ir pistoles, which Scipio took &om 
our strong box, and distributed among them as &om 
me. When we had carried this reform into effect, 
order was soon established in our mansion ; we di- 
vided the businees &irly among our remaining peo- 
ple, and began to look into oar expenses. I coold' 
willin^y have been contented with very frugal com- 
mons ; bat my secretary, loving hi^ dishes and rel' 
islung bits, was not a man who would suffer Master 
Joadiim to hold his place as a sinecure. He kept 
his talents in such constant play, working double 
tides at dinner and at supper, that any one wonld 
have thou^t we had been converted by father Hilaiy , 
and were working out the term o£ our probation. 



CHAPTER YIII. 

THM Lorta or sil blab axo tbk fais axtovia. 

Two days after my return from Valencia to Lirias, 
dodpole Basil, my fanning man, came at my dress- 
ing-time to b^ the &vor of introducing his daughter 
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Antonia, who was very deeiroiu, as he Bud, to havB 
the honor of paying her respects to her new roaster. 
I answered that it was Tery proper, and would be 
well received. He withdrew, and in a few minntes 
r^nmed with his peerless Antonia. That epithet, 
thon^ bold, will not be thought eztiayagaat in the 
case of a girl from sixteen to eighteen years of age, 
uniting to legolu' features the finest complexioa 
and the Im^test eyes in the world. She was dressed 
in nothing bettw than a stuff gown ; but a statare 
somewhat above the female standard, a dignified 
deportment, and such graces as soared hi^>er thaa 
-the mere freshness and glow of youth, oommnnicated 
to her rustic attire the simplid^ of classical costume. 
She had no cap on her head ; her hair was fastened 
behind with a knot of fiowers, according to the chaste 
severity of the Spartan fiishionables. 

'Wboi she illumined my chamber irith her pree- 
enoe, I was struck as much on a heap by her beauty 
as ever were the princes, knights, nobles, and 
strangers, asaerobled at the solemn feast and touma- 
ment of Charlemain, by the personal charms of 
Angelica. Instead of receiving Antonia with modish 
indifference, and paying her compliments of course, 
instead of ringing the changes on her father's lu^ 
piness in possessing so lovely a daughter, I stood 
stock still, staring, gaping, stammering : I could 
not have uttered an articulate sound for the univer> 
sal worid. Scipio, who saw clearly what was the 
m^ter with me, took the words out of my mouth, 
and aooepted those bills of admiratitm which my 
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affiuTB were in too mach disorder to admit of my 
duly honoring. For her part, my figure being 
Bhrouded by a dressing-gown and ni^tcap, like tin 
orb of day by a winter fog, she aocosted me widi- 
out being shame&ced, and pud her duty in terms 
which fired all the combustibles in my composition, 
thou^ her words were but the holiday expressions of 
commonplace Balutatdon. In the mean time, while 
my secretaiy, Basil, and his daughter, were engaged 
in reciprocal exchange of civility, I found my senses 
again ; and passed from one extreme of absurdity to 
another, just as if I had thought that a hare-brained 
loqnseity would be a set>-off against the idiotio silence 
of my first encounter. I exhausted all my stock of 
weil-bred rodomontade, and expressed myself with 
80 unguarded a freedom as to make Basil look abont 
him ; so that he, with his ^e upon me as a man 
who would set every engine at work to seduce An- 
tonia, was in a hurry to get her safely out of my 
^wrtment, with a resolved purpose, probably, of 
withdrawing her forever from my pursuit. 

Scipio, finding himself alone with me, said with a 
smile, Here is another defence for you against the 
bine devils I I did not know that your farming man 
had BO pretty a dau^ter ; for I had never seen her 
before, thou^ I have be^i twice at his house. lie 
must have taken infinite pains to keep her out of the 
way, and it is impossible to be angry with him for 
it. What the pl^pie 1 here is a morsel for a licker- 
ish palate ! But there seems to be no necessity for 
blazoning her pcrfectunu to you; their very first 
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^anoe dazzled yoa out of countetuucfl. I do not 
deny it, anawered I. Ah, my beloved fiieod ; I hav« 
mrely seen an JDhafaitut of the reBlms above ; the 
electrical spark now tiuilla throng all my frame, it 
scordwe lilra ligfatntng, yet tinges like the virifyiiig 
fluid at my heart. 

Yoa delight me beyond meanire, replied n^ mo- 
letaiy, by giving me to tmderstand that you have at 
length &llen in love. Nothing hut a mistraas waa 
wanting to complete your rural eatahUahment at aH 
pointa. Thanks to heaven, you are now likely to 
be accommodated in every way. I am weD aware 
tliat we shall have a hard matter to elude Baail'a 
vigilaDOe ; but leave that ta me, and I will undertake 
beJbre the end of three days to manage s private 
meeting for you with Antonia. Master Sdpio, said 
I, it is not so sure that you would be able to keep 
your word ; but, at all events, I have not the least 
desire to make the experiment. I will have nodilng 
to do with the ruin of that girl ; for she is an angel, 
and does not deeerve to be numbered among the 
Allen ones. Therefore, instead of laying the guilt 
upon your aonl of maigring me in her dishonor, I 
have made np my mind to marry her ynOx your kind 
help, soppoaing her heart not to be pre-occupied by 
a |ffior attadmient. I had no idea, aaid he, of your 
directly {dunging headlong into the cold bath of 
matrimony. The generality of landlords, in your 
plaoe, would stand upon the ancient tenure of mano- 
rial rights : they would not deal with Antonia upon 
the square of modem law and gospel, till after failure 
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in IIm estsbluhnwnt of their feudal privileges. But 
though Una may be the way of the world, do not 
Ba[^K>se that I am by any tneana t^ainat yoar honors 
aUe paarion, (» at fdl wish to dissuade you &om 
your purpose. Your bailiff's dau^iter deaerTefl the 
distinction you design for faw, if she can give yon 
the firat fruits of her heart, an offering of sensibility 
find gratitude ; that is what I shall ascertain this 
voy day by talking with her &ther, and possibly 
with her. 

My agent was s man to transact his business ao- 
oording to the letter. He went to see fiosil pri- 
vately, and in the evening came to me in my closet, 
iriiere t waited for him with impatience, somewhat 
exaqterated by apprehension. There was a slyness 
in his countenanoe, whence my prognostic inclined 
to the brighter side. Judging, said I, by that look 
vX suppressed merriment, you are oome to acquaint 
me that I shall soon be at the sommit of hoinan bliss. 
Tea, my dear master, answered he, the heavens smile 
upon your vows. I have talked the matter over with 
Basil and his daughter, declaring your intentions 
without reserve. The &ther is delisted at the idea 
of your asking his blessing as a son-in-law ; and yott 
nay set your heart at rest about Antonia's taste in a 
hnsbaod. I>atta and flames t cried I, in an ecstasy 
of amorouB transport ; what I am I so h^ipy as to 
have made myself agreeable to that lovely creature? 
Never question it, replied ha ; abe lores you slready. 
It is tnie, she has not owned so much t^ word of 
Btooth } bat my assaraooe rests en the tal»-t«Iling 
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sparkle of her eye, when your pn^MMab were mwla 
known to her. And yet you have a rival [ A rival I 
ezdaimed I, with a faltering voice and a cbe^ 
blanched with fear. Do not let that give you tlie 
least uneaainesB, said he; your oompetitmr cannot 
lad very hi^, for he is no other than Master Joachim, 
your cook. Ah I the hangdog t said I, with an in* 
volnntaiy afaont of lau^ter : this is the reason, then, 
why he h^d so great an objection to being turned out 
ci my service. Exactly so, answered Stnpio ; within 
diew few days he made proposals of marriage to 
Antonia, who politely declined them. With sul^ 
mission to your better judgment, replied I, it would 
be expedient — at least, so it strikes me — to get rid (^ 
that strange fellow before be is informed of my in- 
tended match with Basil's daughter : a cook, as you 
are aware, is a dangerous rival. You are perfect^ 
ill the right, rejoined my trusty coimsellor ; we must 
dear the premises of bim — he shall teoeive his dis- 
ohaige from me to-morrow morning, before he puts 
a finger in the fricandeaos ; thus you will have noth- 
ing more to fear either from bis poisonous sauces 
OT bewitching tongue. Yet it goes rather against 
the grain with me to part with bo good ft cook ; but 
I saczifice the interests of my own belly to the preeer> 
vation of your precious person. You need not, said 
I, tt^e on 80 for bis loss ; he bad no exclusive patent ; 
and I will send to Valencia for a oook, who shaU 
ootcook all bifl fine cookery. According to my 
promise, I wrote immediately to Don Alphonso, to 
hi bim know that onr kitchen wanted a prime min- 
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iflter; and on the following Aay he filled Dp the 
vacancy in eo worthy a maimer a« reconciled Scipio 
at once to the diange in culinary politics. 

Though my adroit and active secretary had aaanred 
nw of Antonia'a aecret self-congratulation on the con- 
quest of her landlord's heart, I could not venture to 
rely solely on his report. I waa fearfid lest he should 
have been entrapped by &lse appearances. To be 
more certain of my bliss, I determined on speaking 
in person to the &ir Antonia. I therefore went 
to Basil's house, and confirmed to him what my 
ambassador had announced. This honest peasant* 
trf" patriarchal simplicity and golden-aged frankness, 
after having heard me through, did not hesitate Xa 
own that it would be the greatest happiness of his 
life to give me his daughter ; but, added he, you are 
by no means to suppose that it is because you are 
lord of the manor. Were you still steward to Don 
Caesar and Don Alphonso, I should prefer yon to 
all other suitors who might ^>ply : I have always 
felt a sort of kindoess towards you; and nothing 
vexes me but that Anttmia has not a thumping fat- 
tnne to bring with her. I want not the vile dross, 
said I ; her person is the only dowry that I covet. 
Your humble servant for that, cried he ; but you will 
not settle accounts with me after that fashion ; I am 
not a b^^ar, to marry my daughter upon charity* 
Basil de Bnenotrigo is in drcumstances, by tbs 
Messing of Providence, to portion her off decoitly j 
and X mean that she should set out a little supper, if 
you are to be at the expense of dinners. In a woid;, 
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the rental of this estate is mHj five Irandred dacala ; 
I shall raise it to « thcnuand on the 8treng;th of this 
marriage. 

Just as yon please, my dear Basil, replied I ; we 
are not likely to have any dispote about money mat- 
ters. We are bodi of a mind ; all that remains is 
to get yoor daogfiter's oonsent. Yon have mine, 
said he, and that is enough. Xot altogether so, an- 
swered I ; though yours may be absolntely neoessatyi 
no business can be done without hers. San follows 
mine of course, replied be ; I should like to catch 
her mnrmuring against my sovereign commands I 
Antonia, rejoined I» m&. dutiful submission to 
paternal authority, is ready, without question, to obey 
your will implidtly in all tfiings ; but I know not 
whether in the present instance she would do so 
without violence to her own feelings ; and, should 
that be the case, I could never forgive myself for 
beiog the occasion of unhappinees to her ; in short, 
it is not enough that I obtain her hand from yon, if 
her heart is to heave a sigh at the decision of her 
destiny. O, Uaued virgin 1 said Basil ; all these 
fine doctrines of philosophy are (ar above my reach ; 
speak to Antonia your own self, and you will find, 
or I am very much mistaken, that she wishes ftnr 
Mithing better than to be your wifo, Iliese words 
were no sooner oat of his month, than be called his 
daughter, and left me witji her for a few short 



Not to trifle with so precious an oppoitonity, I 
htvktt my mind to her at o&ce. Lovely Antcmia, 
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said I) h rcmuna with 70a to fix the color of n^ 
fotnre daya. Thoo^ I have your iather'B oonsenC, 
do not think bo meanly of me as to suppoee that I 
would avail myself of it to violate the aacred freedom 
of yoor choice. Kt^turooB as must be the poBBeseioa 
of your charms, I waive my pretensions if you but 
teU me that your duty, and not your will, comfJies. 
It would be affectation to pot on such a repugnonoe, 
answered she ; the honor of your addresBes is too 
flattering to excite any other than agreeable aataoi- 
tions, and I am tbanldul for my lather's tender care 
of me, instead of demurring to his will. I am not 
sure whether such an acknowledgment may not be 
contrary to the rules of female reserve in the polita 
world ; but if yon were disagreeable to me, I should 
be plain-spoken enough to tell you so ; why, then, 
should I not be cquallyfi-ee in owning the kind feel- 
ings of my heart? 

At sounds like these, which I could not hear with- 
out bdng enraptured, I dropped on my knee before 
Antonia, and in the excess of my tender emotions, 
taking one of her &ir hands, kissed it witli an afieo- 
tkmate and impassioned action. My dear Ant(»ua« 
•aid I, your frankness enchants me : go on ; let noth- 
ing induce you to depart from it ; you are conversing 
with your future husband; let your soul expand 
itself, and reveal all its inmost emotions in his 
presence. Thus, tbrai, may I entertain the flattering 
hope that you will not frown on the union of oar 
destinies ! 1b& coming in of Basil at ttiU moment 
prevented me from giving further vent to the deli^t- 
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fill Benjudona vhich thriUed through me. Impatient 
to know how his daughter had behaved, and ready 
primed for sooldiag in case ahe had been perrerae or 
eoy, he made up to me immediately. Well, now, 
said he, are jou satisfied with Antonia ? So much 
00, answered I, that I am going this very moment 
to set finwnrd the preparationfi for our marriage. 
So saying, I left the father and daughter, for the 
purpose of taking counsel with my secretaiy there- 
upon. 



CHAPTER IX. 

WUPTULB or Oa. bias WJTB TEX fair AWTOMlAi TBX BTriM 
AMD MASSBK OF TBX CBRBMOMT! TBX FXBBOXX ASX/XT- 
ZXa IBMMMAti ASP TBX FXSTITITlXa XXBOIXV TBXXX- 
VFOX. 

Though there was no oocasion to consult widi 
the lords of I^qrva abotit my marriage, yet both 
Sdpio and myself were of opinion that I oould not 
decently do otherwise than communicate to them my 
purpose of connecting myself wi& Basil's daughter, 
and just pay them the compliment of asking their 
advice, after the act was finally determined on. 

I immediately went off for Valencia, where my 
visit was a matter of smrprise, and still more the 
purport of it. Don Ciesar and Dcm Alphonso, who 
were acquainted with Antonia, having seen her more 
than once, wished me joy on my good fortune in a 
wifo. Don Cfesar, in particular, made his speech 
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upon die occasion with ao mach yonthfiil fire, tlut 
if there had not been reason to eappose his l(»dship 
weaned, by that icy moroliat, time, from certain 
naughty jKOpenaities, I should have suspected him 
of going to Xiiiias now and then, not bo much to 
look after his concerns there, as after his little em- 
press of the dauy. Seraphina, too, with the kindest 
assurances of a Uvely interest in whatever mi^^ 
be&ll me, said that she had heard a very favorable 
character of Antonia ; but, added she, with a 
nudicious fling, as if to taont me with my snpercilioas 
reception of Sephora's amorous advances, even thou^ 
her beaaty had not been so mudi the talk of the 
coimtry, I could have depended on yonr taste, from 
fiwmer experience of its delicacy and ftstidioasnees. 
Don Cesar and his son did not stop at cold vp- 
jnobation of my marriage, bat declared that they 
would de&ay all the expenses ef it. Measure back 
your steps, said they, to Liiias, and stay quietly 
ihoe till you hear further from us. Make no prep- 
anttion for yonr nuptials, for we shall make that 
our concom. To meet their kind intentions with 
becoming gratitode, I returned to my mansion, and 
acquainted Basil and his dau^ter with the projected 
kindness of our patrons. We determined to wait 
their pleasure with as much patience as &lls to the 
lot of poor human nature imder sudi dronmstanoes. 
Eight long days dra^;ed out their tedious measnre, 
and brought no tidings of our bliss. But the rewards 
of self-oontrol are not the less assured for being slow ; 
on the ninth, a coach drawn by four mules drove up^ 
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with a cargo c^ nuutun-inaken for dw bride, sod HI 
ttaartayeat of rich oilkji on which to exerdBe thdr 
art. Several livery BorTBiita, mounted os moles, 
accompanied tlie cavalcade. One of them broo^ 
me a letter from Don Alphonso. Tliat nobleman 
Mnt me word that be would be at Liiias next day 
with his father and bia wife, and that the marriage 
ceremony ahooki be performed on the day after that, 
hf the vicaivgenera] of Valencia. And jost so it 
came to pass : Bon Gesar, hia eon, and Sen^phina, 
with that venwable dignitary, were punctual to tbdr 
if^KMntment, all four of them in a ooach and six, — 
none of your moles, like the mantna-makerB, — pre- 
ceded by another coach and four, with Serapbina'a 
women ; and the tear was brought up by a company 
of the goremor's guards. 

The gOTemor'a lady had hardly entered the honae 
before she testified an ardent longing to see Antonia, 
iriiio, onber part, no sooner knew that Serapbinawaa 
arrived, than she ran forward to bid her wdcome, 
widi a respectful kiss upon ber band, eo gracefully 
and modestly impressed, that all the company woe 
enchanted at the action. And now, madam, said 
Don Oesar to his dan^iter-in-law, what do yoa 
Aink of Antonia? Could Santillane have made a 
better choice? M'o, answered Ser^bina; dwy are 
worthy each of the other ; there can be no doubt bat 
their muon will be most bi^py. In short, every one 
was lavish in the {nvise of my intended ; and if they 
felt her beams so powerfully under the eclipse of a 
stuff gown, what must they not have endured fiun 
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her brightness in die. meridioa BunsbiDe of her 
wedding fibeiy I One would have &ncied ehe had 
been dodied in silks, jewels, and fine linen from her 
cradle, by the dignity of her ur and the eaae of her 
deportment. 

Tlie happy moment which was to unUe two fond 
lovers in die band^of Hymen being arrived, Don 
Alphonso UxSt me 1^ the hand and led me to the 
altar, while Serai^iina conferred the like honor on 
the bride elect. Oar ^fcofxaaoa had marched in fit 
and decent order throu^ the hamlet to the ch^>el, 
where the vicai^^eneral was waiting to go through 
the service; and the ceremony was peribrmed amidst 
the heartfelt congratulatioDB of the inhabitants, and 
of all the wealthy farmers in the nei^boriiood> 
whom Basil had invited to Antonia's wedding. Their 
daughters, too, came in. their train, tricked cat in rib> 
tons and in flowers, and dancing to the music of 
dieir own tambourines. We returned to the mansioit 
mider the same escort ; and there, by the provident 
attentions of Sdjuo, who officiated aS' high steward 
and nuister of the ceremonies, we fiiund three tables 
■et out ; one for the principals of the party, another 
for their household, and the third, which was by far 
the lai^^t, for all i;nvited guests promiscuowily. 
Antonia was at the first, the governor's la^ having 
made a point of it ; I did the hcmors of the second ; 
and Basil was placed at the head of that where the 
country people dined. As for Scipio, be nev^ sat 
down* but was here, there, and everywhere, fetching 
and canying, .changing plates and filling bumpers^ 
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urging the compaay to call feeeij fyt wbtt th^ 
muttad, and ^^ing them on to mirtli and jtdlity. 

The entertainment had heen prqnred by the 
gorernor'a oodka ; and that ia aa much aa to ulj 
that there were all the delicacuea imaginable, ia aea- 
son or out of season. Hie good wines laid in foruM 
by Master Joachim went set running at a furioos 
rate ; the gueeta were beginning to feel their jovial 
influence, pleasantry and repartee gave a zest to 
oonviviality, when on a Bodden our harmony was 
intdTOpted by an alarming oocorrence. My secre- 
taxyj being in the hall where I waa dining with Don 
Alphoiuo'a principal ofBcera and Sen^ihina'a women, 
snddenly feinted. I started i^ and ran to hia 
asBistance ; and, while I was employed in bringing 
him abont, one of the women was taken ill also. It 
was evident to the whole company that this aympa- 
ihetic Qudady must iuTolre some myBterioua incident, 
aa in eflect it turned out, almost inunediately, that 
thereby hung a tale ; for Sdpio soon recovered, and 
said to me in a low voice, Why must one man's 
meat be another man's poiscm, and the most auspidoos 
of your days the curse of mine ? But every man 
bears the bundle of his nns upon his back, and my 
pack-saddle is once more throi^ across my shoulders 
in the person of my wife. 

Powers of men^ I exclaimed I, this can never be I 
It is all a romance. What I you the husband of that 
lady whose nerves were so affected by the disturl^ 
anoe? Yea, sir, answered he, I am her hnsband; 
and fertone, if you will take the word of a unner^ 
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could not Inve done me a dirtier office than b^ ooo- 
juring op auoh > grieraooe as tliis. I know not, mj 
friend, replied I, what reasona you may have for thus 
belaboring your rib with wordy bufieta ; but howerer 
she may be to blame, in mercy keep a bridle on your 
tongue ; if you have any regwd for me, do not dis- 
fiace tbe mirth and spoil the pleoBure of this nuptial 
meeting by ominous disorder or enraged queetioas 
of past injuries. You shall have no reason to com- 
plain on that score, rejoined Soipio, but shall see 
ptessntly whether I am not a veiy ^rt dissembler. 

With this assurance he went forward to his wife, 
whom her ooiopanions had also brought book to 
life and recollection, and, embradng her with as 
mudi ^parent feivor as if his r^ttnes had been 
real, Ab, my dear Beatrice, said he, heaven has at 
length united us again after ten years of cruel sepa- 
ration t But this blissful moment is well purchased 
by whole ages of tcntming suspense I I know not, 
answered his spouse, whetber you really are at all 
the happier for having recovered a part of yourself: 
but of this at least I am fully certain, that you never 
had any reasm to run away from me as you did. A 
fine story indeed I You found me one night with 
Signer Don Ferdinand ds Leyva, who was in love 
with my mistress Julia, and consulted me on the 
subject of his passion ; and only for that, you must 
take it into your stupid head that I was caballing 
with him against your honor and my own : there- 
upon that poor brain of yours was turned with 
jmlousy ; you quitted Toledo in a huff, and ran away 
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from TOUT own 6eah and blood as yon wobU from s 

monster of iha deserts, without leaving word why or 
wherefore. Now, whkh of ns two, be so good as to 
tell me, has most reason to take on and be pettish ? 
Your own dear self, beyond all question, replied 
Scupio. Beyond all question, reetdioed she, myown 
ill-used self. Don Ferdinand, veiy shortly after yon 
had token yourself off from Toledo, married Julia, 
with whom I continued as long as die lived ; and, 
after we had lost her by sudden death, I came into 
my lady her sister's serrioe, who, as well as all her 
maidB,-~^md I would do as much ibr them, — ^will give 
me a good character ; honest and sober, and a very 
termagant among the impertinent fellows. 

&{y secretary, having nothing to allege against 
such a charsicter from my lady and her muds, was 
determined to make the best of a bad bargain. Once 
for all, said he to his sponse, I acknowledge my bad 
behavior, and beg pardon for it before this honorable 
assonbly. It was now time for me to act the 
mediator,aod to move Beatrice for an act of amnesty, 
assuring her that her husband from diis time forward 
would make it the great object of his life to play the 
husband to her satisfaction. She began to see that 
there was reason in roasting of eggs, and all present 
were loud in their congratulations on the triumph 
of suffering virtue, and the renovated pledge of 
broken vows. To bind the contract firmer, and 
make it memorable, they were seated next to one 
another at table ; their healths were drank according 
to the laws of toasting : Wt^ you joy I Many. 
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returns of this luppj day 1 rang round on every 
nde: one would have sworn that the dinner was 
ffvea for their reconciliation, and not on account of 
my marriage. 

The third table was the first to be cleared. The 
. young villagers jumped up in a body ; the lads took 
out their blooming partners ; the tambourines struck 
up s merry beat ; spectators flocked from the other 
tables, and caught the enlivening spirit from the gay 
bustle of the scene. Eveiy limb and muscle of every 
individual was in motion : the household of the gov- 
ernor and his lady formed a set, apart from tbe rus- 
tics of the company, while tbeir superiors did not 
disdain to mingle with the homelier dancers. Don 
Alphonso danced a saraband with Sera^^iina, and 
Don Cssar another with Antonia, who afterwards 
took me for her partner. She did not perform much 
amiss, considering that she never got much ibrther 
than the five positions, in learning which she had her 
ankles kicked to pieces by a provincial dancing-mas- 
ter at Albarazin, while on a visit to a tradesman's 
wife, one of her relations. As for me, who, as I 
have already said, had taken lessons at the Marchion- 
esa do Chaves's, I figured away as the principal 
man in this rural ballet. With r^aid to Beatrice 
and Scipio, they preferred a little private conversar 
tion to dancing, that they might compare notes on 
the subject of wear and tear during the painfiil period- 
of separation : but their billing and cooing was in- 
terrupted by Ser^hina, who, having been informed 
of this dramatic disoovezy, sent for them to pay the 
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cuetonuLiy compltmenta of congtatulodtm. My good 
people, said ahe, on this day of general joy, it gives 
me additional pleasure to see you two restored to 
one another. My ftiend Scipio, I r^um you your 
wife under a firm belief that she has always cxm- 
ducted herself aa became a woman ; take up yonr 
abode with her here, and be a good husband to her. 
And you, Beatrice, attach yourself to Antonia, and 
let her be as mudi the object of yonr devoted ser^ 
vice, as Signor de Saatillane is that of your husband. 
Sdjno, who oould not possibly, after this, think of 
Penelope as fit to hold a candle to his own wife, 
promised to treat her with all the deference due to 
such a paragon of conjugal fidelity. 

The country people, having k^t up the dance till 
late, withdrew to their own homes; but the rejoicings 
were prolfmged by die company in the bouse. Ihere 
was a grand supper, and at bed-time the vicar-general 
pronounced the blessing of consummation. Soar- 
phina undressed the bride, and the lords of L^va 
did me the same honor, ^e ridiculous part of the 
business was, that Don Alphonso's ofiBcers and his 
lady's attendants took it into their headi, by way of 
diverting themeelvee, to perfiiim the same cersmony : 
they also undressed Beatrice and Scipio, who, to 
render the scene supremely farcical, gravely allowed 
themselves to be nntmssed* and put to bed with all 
nuptial pomp and state. 
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CHAPTER X 



Tia Hossr-Moox (a vjsitr duil tims jtor rm kbadbr ab 

A THIRD FBltaOin BNLI7BWBD BT THE COMMBgCBMBn OF 

Mcipie-a BTOMr: 

" Tia bovren Itself, 'tli ecitu^ of bUu, 
CnloMmpttd jg^, taitli«d ezout ; 
Htnh following mliUi, the iii<»nenti dance vny ; 
Lore cUlmi the olgbt, and ftiendihlp nilei the day." 

Oif the dsy after the wedding, the lords of I^eyv* 
retiffned to Yftlencia, after haring lavished on me a 
thoaeand marki of fiieudjBliip. There waa eucfa a 
general clearance, that my eearetarj and myself, 
with DDT leapective wives, aod our ueual establish- 
ment, were left in undisturbed poawasion of our own 
home. 

Hie efforts which we ^xltk made to please our la- 
diea were not thrown away : I breathed by decrees 
into the pautner of my joys and Borrows ae much 
love jbr me as I entotained for her; and Scipio 
made his better part forget the woea and priyotioiu 
be had occasioned her. Beatriee, who had very 
winning ways with her, and was all things to all 
women, had bo difficulty about worming herself into 
the good graces of her new miatreee, and gaining 
her complete eonfideoce. In short, we sjl four 
agreed admirably wdl together, and began to enjoy 
a bliss above the common lot of humanify. Every 
day rolled along mne deli^tfuUy than the last. 
Antonia waa penaive and demure ; but Beatrice aod 
myself w«re aalisted in tfas eeev of mirth ; and even 
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thou^ we had been oonstitutioiially sedate, Scipid 
waa among ns, and he waa of himself a pill to pmrge 
melandioly. The beet creature in the world for a 
■nug little part^ ! one of those merry drolls who have 
only to show their comical faces, and wet the table in 
a roar of ineztingniahable laughter. 

One day, when we had taken a fimcy to go after 
dinnex, and doze away the nsnal intaral in the moot 
sequestered spot about the grounds, my secretary got 
into such exuberant spirits as to chaae away the 
drowsy god l^ his e*t''l"'^"g sallies. Do hold 
your tongue, my loqoacious friend, said I; -or else, 
if you are determined to wage war against this laiy 
custran of our afternoons, at least tell us something 
which we shall be the wiser for hearing. With all 
my heart and soul, air, answered he. Would you 
hare me go through all fabnloos histories of wander- 
ing kni^ts, distressed damsds, giants, enchanted 
castles, and the whole tnin of legraidary adveatureB ? 
I had much rather hear your own true history, re- 
plied I ; but that is a pleasure vdiich you have not 
thought fit to give me so long as we have lived to- 
gether, and I eeem likely to go widtout it to the end 
of the chapter. How lu^^ena that? sud he. If I 
have not told you my own stoty, it is because you 
never exjn'eBsed the sUg^test wish to be trouUed with 
the recital : tlierefore it is not my foult if you are in 
the dark about my past life ; but if you are really at 
all curious to be let into the secret, my loquacity is 
very much at your service on the occasion. Antonia, 
Beatrice, and myself tuutoimously took him .at his 
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-word, and arranged otirwlyea for liateoing like on 
.■ttentiTe aodience. The speculation was a safe one 
oa oar parts ; for the tale was sure to answer, either 
AS a BtJnmhnt or a soporific. 

I oertainly on^t to have been descended, said 
Sdpio, fri^m some fomily of the highest rank and 
earliest aoittqnit^ ; or, in defimlt of such parentage^ 
fiom the most dietinguiehed orders of personal merit, 
such as that of St. James of Alcantara, if a man may 
be permitted to decide on the .fittest drcomstancea 
for bis own birth : but as it is not among the priv- 
ileges of human nature to elect <one's own &ther, 
you are to know that mine, by name Torribio Sdpio, 
was a sobaltem myrmidon of the Holy Brotherhood. 
As he was going back and fore on the king's hi^i> 
way, and looking after business in his own line, he 
met, onoe on a time, between Cnen^ and Toledo, 
with a young Bohemian babe of chance, who ap> 
peared very pretty in hia eyes. She was alone, on 
fbot, and carried her whole patrimony at her back ia 
a kind of knapsack. Whither are you going, my 
little darling? said be in a philandering tone of 
voice, unlike the natural hoarsraess of his accents. 
Good worthy gentleman, answered she, I am going 
to Toledo, where I hope to gain an honest. livelihood 
by hook or by crook. .Your intentions are hi^dy 
commendable, retorted he ; and I doubt not but you 
have many a hook and many a crook among the int- 
plements of your trade. Yes, with a blessing on 
my endeavors, r^oined she: I have several litde 
ways of doing for mjrself : I know how to make 
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wosbei and creama for the ladies' &oeB, perflimea fitr 
their nooes and tbeir duunbera ; Asd I can tell fbr> 
tntMt, can starch tea tfainga lost with a steTe aad 
sheare, and erect fisurea for the taking in of abadovs 
with a glass. 

Torrituo, o(»wluding that so well provided a pA 
would be B rery advantageoos match for a man hke 
himself, who could scaroely scn^ wberewitbal to 
Bii|^MWt life hj his own profession, though he was as 
good a thief-taker as the beat cf them, made her an 
offer (^ marriage, and she waa nothing loath, nor 
[tfudishly coy. Tbey flew aa the wings of inclina- 
tion and convemenoe to Toledo, where thcT' wer« 
joined together; and 70a b^tdd in me the happy' 
pledge of hdy and lawfii) matrimony. Tbey fixed 
themselves in a shop on the outskirts of the town, 
where my mother commenced her career by selling 
the said washes, oteams, tapes, laoee, silk, thread, 
toys, and pedler'a ware ; but trade not being brisk 
CBon^ to live comfortably by it, she turned Ibrtnnfr 
teUer. This drew her cuBtomers, got her counte- 
nance, credit, crowna, and justoles : a thousand dupes 
of either seoc soon trumpeted up the r^mtation of 
Coeclina ; for so my gypay ""p™* had the honor to 
be named. S<nne one or other oame every day to 
baigain for the ezenase of her skill in the black art ; 
at one tinte a nqrhew at his wit's and pune's end, 
wanting to know how soon his unole was to set off 
post finr the other world, and leave behind him where- 
withal to piece his wom<out fortunes ; at another, 
some yidding, lovceick giri, to inquire whether the 
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swaiD who kept her (iompany, and had promised to 
mtary her, would ke^ his word or be falae-heaitod. 

You will take notice, if you please, that my mother 
always sold good lock Sac good money ; if the acoom- 
pli^mieiit trod on the heels of the prediction, well 
and good ; if it was fulfilled according to the rule 
of contranes, she was always cool, though the par- 
ties were ever so violently in a passion, and told 
them plainly that it was her familiar's fault, not hers ; 
for Uiough she paid him the highest wages, and bound 
him by potent spells to sdr up 1^ caldron of fiitii- 
' rity from the bottom, like earthly cooks, he would 
sometimes be careless or out of humor, and appoiv 
tion the ingredients wrongly. 

When my mother thouf^t the conjuncture moment- 
ous enou^ to raise the devil without che^>ening 
him in the eyes of the Tolgar, TorriUo Scipio en- 
acted his infernal nuyesty, and played the part just 
as if he had been bom to it, humoring the hideous 
features of ihe character by a very small aggravation 
of his own natural face, and practising the pande- 
monian note of elocution in the lower octave of his 
voice. A person in the slif^teet degree superstitious 
Would be Bcai«d out of his senses at my father's figure. 
But one day, as bia satanic prototype would have it, 
there came a savage rascal of a captain, who asked 
to see the devil, for no earthly purpose but to run 
him clean through the body. The inquisitioQ, hav- 
ing received notice of the devil's death, sent to take 
chaige of his widow, and administ^ to his effects : 
as for poor litde me, just seven yeaia old at the time, 
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I was sent to the fbimdliiig ho«pibd. lliere were 
some charitable eocUeiastics on that ertabliahment, 
who, bong libovlly paid for the edncadon of the 
poor oiphans, were so zealons in th^ office as to 
teach tbem reading and writing. They fimcied there 
was something particularly promising about me, 
which made them pick me out from all the rest, and 
send me on their errands. I was letteiHiamer, mes- 
senger, and ch^>el-derk. As a token of their grati- 
tude, they undertook to teadi me Latin ; but their 
mode of tuition was so harsh, and their discipline so 
severe, though I was a sort of pet with them, that, 
not being able to stand it longer, I ran away one 
morning while out on an errand, and, so fiir from 
retaming to the hospital, got oat of Toledo thiou^ 
the suburbs on the Seville side. 

Though I had not then completed my ninth year, 
I already felt the pleasure x>f being free, and master 
of my own actions. I was without money and with- 
out food : DO matter 1 I had no lessons to say 1^ 
heart, no dtemes to hammer out. After having 
pushed on for two honrs, my little legs began to re- 
fuse their office. I had never before made so long a 
trip. It became necessary to stop and take some 
rest. I sat myself down at tiie foot of a tree close 
l^ the hi^way ; there, by way of amusement, I took 
my grammar out of my pocket, and began conning 
it over by way of a joke : bat at length, coming to 
recollect the raps on the knucUes, and the caetiga- 
tions aa the more dmnriAtil seat of punishment whidi 
it had coat me, I tore it leaf by leaf with an apostrophe . 



^d by Google 



SCtPtO'S STORY. 205 

"bf sngiT' import. Ah ! you ocUous diing cS a book I 
jou ahall never make me ahed tears uij more. 
While I was aaanaging raj Tindictive apirit by 
Btrewing the ground about me with decIensionB and 
conjugations, there passed that yrvy a hermit with a 
white beard, with s large pair of spectacles oa hiA 
nose, and altogether an ontaide t>f much sanctity. 
He came up to me ; and, if I was an object of speo- 
ulaiion to him, be was no lees so to me. My little 
man, said he with a smile, it should seem as if we had 
both taken a sudden liking to each other ; and in that 
case we cannot do better than to live together in my 
hermitage, which is not two hundred yards distant. 
Your most obedient for that, answered I, pertly 
enouf^ ; I have not the least desire to turn hermit. 
At this answeTj the good old man set up a roar of 
laughter, and said with a kind embrace, You must 
n<^ be frightened at my dress ; if it is not becoming, 
it is useful; it gives me my title to a charming 
retreat, and to the good-will of the nei^boring 
vill^ee, whose inhabitants love, or rather idolize me. 
Come this way, and I will clothe you in a jacket of 
tiie same staff as mine^ If you think weD of it, you 
shall share with me the pleasures <}f the life I lead ; 
and, if it does not hit your fancy, you shall not only 
be at libo^ to leave me, but you may depend on it 
that in the event of our parting, I shall not fail to do 
something handsome by you. 

I au^red myself to be persuaded, and followed 
the old hermit, who put several questions to me, 
which I answoed with a truth-tdling umpUcity not 
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always to be found in a more advanoed Btag« of 
morality. On our anival at the hennitage, he set 
some fruit before me, whiidi Idevonred, hanng eaten 
nothing all day but a slioe of dry bread, on which I 
had break&ated at the hospital in the morning. Tlie 
recluse, seeing me play so good a part with my jaws, 
said, Courage, my good boy I do not spare my fruit ; 
there is plenty of it, heaven be praised. I have vtA 
broa^ you hither to starve yon. And indeed that 
was true enou^ ; fisr an hour after onr coming in, 
he kindled a fire, put a leg of mutton down to roast, 
and, while I turned the spit, laid a small table for 
himself and me, with a very dir^ napkin upon it. 

When the meat was done enough, he took it up, 
and out some slices for our supper, niuch was no 
dry bargain, since we quaffed a delicious wine, of 
which he had laid in ample store. Well, my chicken, 
said he, as be rose from table, are you satisfied with 
my style of living? You see how we shaU iare every 
day, if you fix your quarters here. Then, with 
respect to liberty, you shall do just as you please in 
this hermitage. All I require of you ia to accompany 
me, whenever I go begging to the neighboring 
villages ; you will be of use in driving an ass laden 
with two panniers, which the charitable peasants 
usually fill vrith eggs, bread, meat, and fish. I ask 
no more than that. I will do, said I, whatever you 
desire, provided you will not oblige me to learn 
Latin. Friar Chrysostom — for that was the old 
hermit's name — could not help smiling at my school- 
boy frowardness, and assured me once more that he 
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■hould not pretend to interfere either with m; 
itudiee or m^ incIinotionB. 

Od the very next day we went on a fonging 
petty with the donkey, which I led by the halter. 
We made a profitable gleaning ; for nil the fiumers 
took a pleasure in throwing somewhat into our 
panniers. One chucked in an uncut loaf, another a 
large [uece of bacon ; here a goooe, there a pair of 
giblets, and a partridge to crown the whole. But 
without entering fiirther into particulars, we carried 
home provender enough for a week ; and henoe you 
may infer the eeteon and fidendship in which the 
country people held the holy man. It is true that 
he was a great blessing to the neighborhood : his 
advice was always at their service when they came 
to consult him : he restored peace where discord had 
reigned in femilies, and made up matches for the 
daughters ; he had a nostrum for almost any disease 
you oonid mention, with an assortment of pious 
rituals to avert the curse of barrennesa. 

Hence yon perceive that I was in no danger of 
Btandog in my hermitage. My lodging, too, was 
none of the worst ; stretched on good &esh straw, 
with a cushion of ratteen onder my head, and a 
coverlet over me of the same stuff. I made but one 
nap of it sU night. Brother Chrysoetom, who had 
promised me a hermit's dress, made up an old gown 
of his own for me, and called me little brother 
Scipio. Ko sooner did I appear in my religious 
uniform, than the ass's back suffered for my genteel 
iqipearance in the eyes of the villagers. It was who 



DM,zedoy Google 



SOS OIL BLAS. 

iliould give most to the little brotl>« I bo mncii wen 
they^ delisted with hia epnice figare. 
: The easy, slothful life I led with the old hennit 
could nOt be Ter^ reroltiiig to a hoy of my ftge. On 
Ihe Ooatxaryp it suited my taste bo exactly, that I 
BhouM have continued it to this lime, but that the 
tatea and destimfie were weaving a more complicated 
tiBBue t(xc my future yean. It waa cart in the figure 
of my nativityi early to rouae myself from the 
effeminat^ of a religious life, and to take leave of 
brother Chrysostom afler the following manner. 

I often observed the old man at work upon his 
pillow, onaewing and sewing it up again ; and one 
day, I saw him put in some mon^. This circun^ 
stance excited a tingling ctaioaity, which I protnieed 
Inyself to satisfy the first time he went to Toledo, as 
he generally did once a week. I waited impatiently 
for the day, but ad yet, without any other motive 
than the mere desire of prying. At last the good 
man went his way, and I unpicked his pillow, where 
I found, among the staffing, the amount of about 
fiffy crowns in all sorts of coin. 
■ This treasure must have accnmulated fix>m the 
gratitude of the peasantry, whom the hermit had 
cured by his nostrums, and of their wives, who had 
become [uregnant by virtue of his spiritual interfere 
encci But however it got there, I no sooner set my 
eyes on the money, which might be mine without 
any one near me to say nay, than the gypsy voice of 
nature and pedigree spoke within me. An inex- 
'tinguishable itch of pilfering tingled in my veins, 
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ftnd proved tliat we come into the world with the 
nuurk of our descent, and with our chaxacterB about 
ufl. I yielded to the temptation without a struggle, 
tied i^ my booty in a canvas bag where we kept our 
combs and night-ct^ ; then, having laid aside the 
hermits and reenmed my foundling's dress, got clear 
off from the hermitage, and hugged my bag as 
though it had contuned the boundless treasure of 
the Indies. 

Yon have heard my first exploit, continued Scipio, 
and I doubt not bnt you will expect a succession of 
similar practices. Your anticipations will not be 
disappointed ; for there ' are many such evidences of 
genius behind, before I come to those of my actions 
which prove me good as well as clever ; bat I shall 
come to them, and you will be convinced by the 
sequel, that a scoundrel bom may be licked into 
virtue, as the cub of a bear into shape. 

Child as I was, I knew better than to take the 
Toledo road ; it would have been exposing myself 
to the hazard of meeting &iar Chryeostom, who 
wonld have balanced accounts with me on a very 
thriftlcBB piindple. I therefore travelled in another 
direction, leading to the village of Qaives, where I 
stopped at an inn kept by a landlady who was a 
widow of forty, and hung Qut the bunch of grapes 
to a T^ good purpose. This good woman no 
sooner kenned me, than, judging by my dress thati 
must be a truant from the orphan school, she asked 
who I was and whither I was going. I answered 
that, having lost my father and mother, I was locA- 
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ing for a place. Can you read, my dew? Bud liie. 
I assured her that I could read, «ad write, too, with 
the best of tbein. In poiiM of &ct I could just form 
my letters, and join them so as to look a little like 
miting ; and that tna clerkship enou^ for a village 
pothouse. Then I will take you into my service, 
rq)lied the hoetees. You may earn your board easily 
enou^ \xj scoring up the customers and keeping 
my ledger. I shaU give you no wages, because this 
inn is frequented by very genteel company, who 
never forget the waiters. You may reckon upon 
T^ considerable perquisites. 

I clinched the bargain, reserving to myself, as 
you may Bu|^>08e, the right of emigration whenever 
my abode at Galvee should cease to be pleasant. 
No sooner was I settled in my place, than a wei^it 
by heavy on my mind. I did not wish it to be 
known that I had money ; and it was no easy matter 
to devise where it could be hidden, so as that what 
was sauce for the goose should not be sauce for the 
gander. I was not yet well enou^ acquainted with 
the house to trust the places obviously most proper 
for such a deposit. What a source of embarrassment 
is great wealth I I determined, however, on a comer 
of our granary under some straw ; and, believing it 
to be safer there thaa anywhere else, made myself 
as easy about it as I weQ could. 

The housdiold consiBted of three servants — a 
lubberly ostler, a young Galician chambermaid, and 
myself. Each of us sponged what we could upon 
tnTeUen* wliether on foot <x on horseback. I 
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alwaye came in for some noaU change, when the 
bill was pud. Tbea the equestrima gsre BomediiBg 
to the ostler, ibr talung care of their beasts ; bat as 
for our female fellow-eervaDtj the moleteera idto 
passed that way chucked her under the chin, and 
gave her more crowns than we got fiuthin^. I hod 
no sooner realized a penny, than away it went to the 
granary, and slept ivith its precursors ; so that tiu 
higher rose mj bettp, the more greedy did my little 
heart become. Sometimes would I luss the hallowed 
images of my idolatry, and look at diem with ft de- 
votional gbw which few worshippers feel bat tbow 
whose religion is their gold. 

This inordinate passion sent me back and fore to 
gratify it at least thirty times a day. I often ntet 
the landlady on the staircase. She, being naturally 
of a Buspicioua temper, had a mind to find out ontt 
day what could carry me every minute to the com 
loft. Slie therefore went up and b^an rummagiag 
about everywhere, supposing perhaps that it was my 
receptacle for articles purloined in the house. Of 
course she did not forget to pull the straw about ; 
and behold, there was my bag ! Two hands in a 
disband one inapurse, was not one of her proverbs; 
BO that, finding the contents in crowns and pistoles, 
she thou^t, or seemed to think, that the money was 
lawfully and honestly hen. At least she had 
possession, and that is nine points of the law, tbou^ 
scarcely one of honesty. But to do the thing 
decently, after calling me little wretch, little rascal, 
•od so forth, she onkied the oetkr, a Mow iritbont 



^d by Google 



2X2 0'£ BIAS. 

miy will bat hen, to give me a hearty flo^^ing ; and 
then turned me cmt of doon, with this s^t eel for my 
breakfast, and a lady-like oath that do li^it-fingered 
gentry should ever darken her doors. la vain did 
I protest and row that I had never wronged my 
mistress : she affirmed the direct contrary, and het 
ward woold go farther than mine at any time. Thus 
were fiiar Chiyeostom's savings transferred from one 
tiiief to a greater thief in the thie&taker. 

I wept over the loss of my money as a father over 
iht dea& of his only eon ; and though my tears could 
not bring back what I had lost, they at least answered 
the purpose of exciting pity in some people, who saw 
how bitterly they flowed, and among others In the 
parson, who was acddentally going by. He seemed 
affected by my sad pli^t, and took me home with 
him. lliere, to gain my confidence, or rather to 
pump me, be began soothing my sorrows. How 
mnoh this poor child is to be pitied ! said be. Is it 
any wonder if, thrown upon the wide world at so 
tender an age, he has committed a bad action? 
Grown up men are not always proof against the 
flesh or the devil. Then, addressing me, Child, 
added he, &om what part of Spain do you come, 
and who are your parents ? You have the look of 
&mily about you. Open your heart to me confiden- 
tially, and depend upon it, I never will desert you. 

His reverence, by this kind and insinuating lan- 
guage, engaged me l^ degrees to tell him all my 
histoiy, without &lsification or reserve. I owned 
everydung ; and thus he morafized on the leading 
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article of 107 ooDfeeeion : M7 little friend, though 
hennits ought to lay up such txeuureB as nfithftr 
force nor fraud can wrest from them, that ma no 
excnae for your taking the measure of punishment 
into your own hands : by robbing brother Chrysos- 
tom, you nevertheless sinned against that article of 
the decalogue which tella you not to steal; but I 
will engage to make the hostess return the money, 
and will punctually remit it to the rererend friar at 
his hermitage : you may therefore make your ooo- 
scieuce perfectly easy on that score. Now, between 
ourselves, my conscience was perfectly callous to 
everything Uke compunction with respect to the crime 
in question. The parson, who had his own aids to 
answer, had not done with me yet. My lad, pnrsoed 
he, Z mean to take you by the hand, and find a good 
berth for you. I shall swd you to-morrow morning, 
by the carrier, to my nephew, a canon of Toledo. 
He will not refuse, at my request, to admit yon upon 
his estaUishment, where they live like so many sons 
of the church, rosily, merrily, and fatly, upon the 
rents of his prebendal stall : you will be perfectly 
comfortable there, take my word for it. 

Patronage like this gave me so much encourage 
meitf, that I did not throw away another thought 
either upon my bag or my whipping. . My mind was 
wholly occupied with the idea of living rosily, mer> 
rily, and fatly, like a son of the chnrch. Hie £>!• 
lowing day, at breakfast time, there came, according 
to orders, a muleteer to the parsonage, with two 
mulea saddled and bridled. They helped me to 
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mDimt one, die muleteer flung hia kg over ilie other, 
and we trotted for Toledo. My feUov-tnTeller yna 
a good, pleamnt companion, and deaired nodiing bet- 
ter than to indulge his humor at the expense of his 
ndghbor. My little Tolmiteer, said be, you have a 
good fiiend in his Torerence, the minister of GUres. 
He could not giv« yaa a better proof of his kindness 
than by placing yon with his nephew the canon, whom 
I have the honor of knowing, &r beyond all question 
or compariBon, to be the cock of the chapter ; and a 
hear^ one he ia. None of your lantem-jawed saints, 
with Lent in his ftce, a cat-of-nine-tails on his bade, 
and a cholera morbus in his belly. No sndi thing ! 
Onr doctor is rubicund in the jowl, ^orescent on 
the nose, with a wicked eye at a bun^)^ or a girl ; 
militant against no earthly pleamre, but most ad- 
dicted to the good things of the table. Yon will be 
as anng there as a bug in a blanket. 

This hangman of a muleteer, percedTing with what 
exquisite satis&ction I took in all this, went on tan- 
taliang me with the joys of an ecclesiafltical lift. 
He never dropped the subject till we got to the vil- 
lage of Obiaa, and stopped there to refresh our moles. 
Iben, while hustling about the inn, he accidentally 
dro[^>ed a paiper from his pocket, which I was coi^ 
nii^ 'Oiough to pick up withont his seeing me, and 
took an opportunity of reading while he was in the 
stable. It was a letter addressed to tlie govemon 
aad supenntendeota of the orphan edwcd, conceived 
in tliese teems t — 
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"Gentlemen : I consider it oe au act at once of 
charity and of duty to Bend you back a Utde 
truant; he seems a shrewd lad enough, and ma^ 
do very wdl with good looking after. By dint 
of bard and frequent chastisement, I doubt not but 
yon will ultimately bring bim to a sense of his own 
unworthinees and your benevolence. May a Uess- 
ing be vouchBafed on yoor pious and charitable lar 
bfu? for the early extirpation of sin and wickedness I 
(Signed) "The Ministeb or Galves." 

When I had finished reading this pleasant letter, 
whidi let me into the good intentions of his rever- 
ence the rector, it required little deliberation to d&- 
termine what I was to do : from the inn to the hanks 
of the Tagns, a space of three good nules, was but 
a hop, step, and jump. Fear lent me wings to es- 
c^ from the goremors of the foundling hospital, . 
whillter I was absolutely resolved never to return, 
having formed principles of taste diametrically op- 
posite to their method of teaching the classics. I 
went into Toledo with as light a heart as if I had 
known where to get my daily bread. To be sure, 
it is a town of n'ays and means, where a man who 
can live hy his wits need never die of hunger. 
Scarcely bad I reached the high street, when a well- 
dressed gentleman, by whom I brushed, caught me 
1^ the arm, saying, My little fellow, do yon want a 
{jace? You are just such a smart lad as I was look- 
ing for. And you are just the master for my money, 
answered I. Since that is the case, rejoined he, you 
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are nune from tbie moment, and have only to fblloir 
me, which I did without asking any more questioiu. 

This Bpark, about the age of flirty, and bearing 
the name of Don Abel, lodged in vray handsome 
ready-fomifihed apartments. He was by pio&ssion 
a blacklegs ; and the followiag was the nature of our 
engagement. In the morning I got him as much 
tobacco as would smoke five or six pipes ; brushed 
'.his clothes, and ran for a barber to shave him and 
trim his whiskers ; after which he made the circle of 
the tenni»-courts, whence he never returned home 
till eleroi or twdve at ni^t. But every moming, 
at going out, he gave me three reals for the e^>ensea 
of the day, leaving me master of my own time till 
ten o'clock in Ute evening ; and, provided I was with- 
in doors by his zetom, all was well. He gave me a 
lively besides, in which I looked like a little lackey 
of illicit love. I took very kindly to my condition, 
and certunly could not have met with any more con- 
geansl with my temper. 

Such and so b^py had been my way of life for 
nearly a month, yibea my employer inquired whethor 
I liked his service ; and va my answer in the affirm- 
ative, Well, then I resumed he, to-mimow we shall 
s^ oat for Seville, whither my concerns call me. 
You will not be sorry to see the coital of Andalu- 
sia. "He that hath not Seville seen," says the prov- 
erb, "Is no traveller I ween." I engaged at once 
to follow him all over the world. On that very day, 
the Seville carrier fetched away a large tnmk with 
my master's wardrobe, and on the next morning we 
were on tlie road for Andalusia. 
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Sigata Don Abel waa bo lucky at pluji lluit he 
never Irat bat when It was convenient ; but dien it 
was seldom convenient to Btaj long in a place, be- 
caune those who sro always losera find out, at last, 
that ihoof h chance is a dangerous antagonist, cer- 
tainly it ie a desperate one ; and that accounted for 
our journey. On our arrival at Seville, we took 
lodgings near the Cordova ^ite, and resumed the 
same mode of life as at Toledo. But my master 
found some difference between the two towns. The 
Seville tennis-courts could produce players equally 
in fortune's good graces with himself; so that he 
aometiowe came home a good deal out of homor. 
One rooming, when he was biting the bri^e for the 
loss of a hundred pistoles the day before, he asked 
why I had not carried his linen to the laundre^. I 
pleaded foigetfolness. Thereupon, flying into a 
passion, he gave me half-a-dozen boxes on the ear 
in aocb a st^le, as to kindle an iUomination in my 
blinking eyes, to which the glories of Solomon's 
temple were no more to be compared, than the 
torches in a Candlemas procession to a rush-li^t. 
There is for you, you little scoundrel I said he ; take 
that, and learn to mind your business. Most I be 
eternally at your heels to remind you of what yon 
are to do? Are your brains in your belly, and all 
your wita in your grinders ? You are not a down- 
rig^ idiot. Thai why not prevent my wants and 
antieipate my orders? After this experimental lec- 
tore, be went out for the day, leaving jne in hi^ 
dudgeon at a reprimand so much in the mainner of 
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my friend the ot&ev, for each a trifle as not getting 
up his tlunga for the wuh. 

I could never leant vbat ha|^>ened to him a ahtnt 
time after at a tennis-comt ; but one evening he came 
home in a terrible heat. Scifno, said he, I am bent 
on gtung to Italy, and must embw^ the day after to- 
morrow on board a vessel bound fbr Genoa. I have 
my reasons for makii^ this little excuiuon ; of course 
yon will be glad to attend me, and to profit by so 
fine an opportunity of seong the lovdiest conntiy 
on the fiu^ of the earth. My tongue gave consent ; 
but with a salvo in my heart, and a bargain with my 
revenge, to give him the slip just at the moment of 
embarkation. This was so deli^itfol a sch^ne, that 
I could not help imparting it to abullybypn^suon, 
whom I met in the street. Dming my abode in Se- 
ville, I had pidied up some awkward acquuntance, 
and this was one of the most ungainly. I told him 
how and why my ears had been boxed, and then 
communicated my project of nmning away from Don 
Abel just before the ship was to sail, be^^g to 
know what he thought of the plan. 

My bluff adviser puckered hb ej^brows while he 
listened, and fiddled with his fingers about his Triiis- 
kers : then, blaming my master very seriously, My 
little hero, said he, you are etenmlly disgisced, can 
never ^low your face again, if you sit down quietly 
with BO paltry a satisfaction as what you propose. 
To let Don Abel go off by himself would be a poor 
revenge for wrongs like yours; the punishment 
should be [ooportioaed to his crime. Let na fine 
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liun to the fiill amount of his purse aod effects, 
which wo will share like brothers after he is gone. 
Now, it is to he noted that though thieving fell in 
very naturally with the bent of my genius, the pro- 
potol tather startled me, as the robbery was upon a 
lai^ scale for so young on apprentice. 

And yet the arch deceiver of my innocence found 
the means of working me np to the perpetration, so 
that the result of our enterprise was as follows : This 
glorious ruffian, a tat), bravmy fellow, came in tho 
ev^iing about twili^t to our lod^ng. I showed 
my master's travelling trunk ready packed, imd 
asked him whether he could carry so heavy a load 
upon his shoiolders. So heavy as that 1 said he : 
show me where a transfer of property is to be made 
in my favor, and I could run with Noah's ark to the 
top of Mount Ararat. To prove his words, he felt 
the trunk, flung it carelessly over his hack, and 
scampered down stairs. I followed nimbly ; and we 
had just got to the street door, when Don Abel, 
brou^t home in the nick of time by tho ascendency 
i^hiii lucl^ stars, stood like an apparition, to appall 
our guil^ souls. 

"Whither are you going with that trunk? said he. 
I was so taken by surpriee, that my assurance foiled 
me ; and broad-sboaMeis, finding that he had drawn 
a blank in the lottery, threw down his booty, and 
took to hie heels, rather than be troubled for an ex- 
l^imation. Once more, whither are yon going with 
Utat trunk? said my master. Sir, aiiswered I, with 
■11 die honest simpllci^ of a criminal pleading in 
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arreat of judgment, I was going to put it on .board 
the Teeeel, diat we might have the less to do to- 
moitow, before we embark orarselves. Indeed I 
Then jou know, retorted he, in what ship I hsTe 
taken my passage? No, sir, replied I; but tJiOM 
who can talk liatin may always find llieir way to 
Borne: I should have inquired at the port, and 
somebody would have informed me. At this ex- 
planation, which left his opinion where it found it, 
he darted a furious glance at me. I thought, for 
all the world, he was going to cqfF me again about 
the head. Who ordered yon, cried he, to take my 
trunk out of this house ? You, your own self, said 
I. Con you possibly have forgotten how yon rated 
me but a few days ago? Did not you tell me, with 
a flea in my ear, that yon would have me prevent 
your wants, and do beforehand . from my own head 
whatever your service mi^t require? Now, not to 
be threshed a second lime for want of forethou^t, I 
was seeing your trunk sale and soon enough on board. 
On this the gamester, finding that I had cut my 
teeth of wisdom soonw than suited bis purpose, 
turned me off very coolly, saying. Go about your 
business, Master Scipio, and speed as you may de- 
serve. I do not like to play with folkq who are in 
the habit of revoking. Giet out of my si^it, or I 
shall set your solfeggio in a crying key. 

I spared him the trouble of telling me to go twice. 
Off I shot like an arrow, for fear he should unfledge 
iqe by taking away my livery. Whoi distant emoo^ 
to Blacken my pace^ I walked along the streets^ 
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muung whither I mi^t betake myaolf fbr a night's 
lodging, with only two reals in my pocket. The 
gate of the aichbiehop's palace at length stared me 
u the iace ; and, as his gnuie's supper was then 
dressing, a saToiy odor exhaled from the kitchens, 
Impregnating the gale with soup and sauce for a mile 
round. Od8 haricots and catlets I thou^t I ; it 
would be no hard mstta: fbr me to dispense with one 
of those little side dishes, which will be of no use to 
^ archbishop but to make out the figure of his 
table : nay, I would be contented only just to dip in 
my fbur fingers and thumb, and then to snp like a 
bear upon suckings. But how to accomplish it t Is 
diere no way of bringing these choice morsels to 
a better teat than that of smell? And why not? 
Hunger, th^ say, will break through stone walls. 
On this idea did I set my wits to work ; and, by 
dint of conning over the subject, a stratagem struck 
me, which set my Imigs as well as app^te in motion, 
just as the old carpenter kept bawling, "I have 
found it," like a madman, when he hsd hit the right 
nail of his proposition on the head. I ran into the 
court of the palace, and made the best of my way to 
the kitchens, calling out with all my might, " Help t 
help I " as if some assassin had been at my heels. 

At my rriterated cries. Master Diego, the atch- 
Ushop's oook, ran with three or four Idtch^i drudges 
to learn what was the matter ; and seeing only me, 
aaked why I roared so loud. Ah, good sir, answered 
I, with every token of exquisite distress, for mercy's 
nice and tat St. Folycarp's, save me, I beseech yon, 
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firom the (asy of a bliuterer, who gweara he will till 
me. But where is tiiis dUturher of the public peace? 
cried Diego. You have no ooe to qoairel with bat 
yourself; for I do not eee so much aa a cat to spit at 
you. Go your waya, my little man, and do not be 
afrfud ; it ia evidently some wag who haa been play- 
ing upon your cowardice for liIs diversion ; but he 
knew better than to follow you within these walla, 
for we would have cut his ears off at the least. No, 
no, said I, it waa ibr no htu^ung matter that he ran 
after me. He is a noted footpad, and meant to rob 
me ; I am certain that he is now waiting for me at 
the comer of the street. Then be may wait long 
enough, replied the knif;^ of the iron apit ; for you 
shall atay here till to^ncnrow. You shall anp with 
ns, and we will give yon a bed. 

I was out of my little wita with joy at the motion 
ofthese last tidings; and it was like the turnpike road 
to paradise after crossing an Arabian desert, when, 
being led by Master Diego throu^ the kitchens, I 
there saw my lord archbishop's sapper, and the 
stew-pans in the last throes of parturitioa. There 
were fifteen accountable souls — for I reckoned them 
up — in attendance on the labor ; but the Utter of 
dishes far outnumbered the fecundity of nature in 
her most prcdific mood : so much more gracious and 
bountiful is providence to the heads of the church in 
the indulgence of their i^ipetites, than mindful of the 
worthlesa brute creation in the propagation of ita 
kind. I^re it was, at the fountain head of prelacy, 
ffilmling an atmosphere of gravy, instead <^ just 
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imnffing the Bcent as it lajr upon the breeze, that I 
first ahook haoda with eeneuality. I had the honor 
of sapping with the scullionfi, and of sleeping in 
their room — an initiation of friendship ao Binceteatid 
strong, that on the following daj, when I went to 
thank Master Diego for his goodnesa in voachsafing 
me a refuge, he eaid. Our kitchen Ltds have been 
with me in a bodj, to dechire how excessively d^- 
lighted they are with your manners, and to propose 
having you among them aa a fellow-servant. How 
ehoold you, on your part, like to make one of the so- 
cie^? I answered that with such a feather in myci^, 
I should be the viunest and the h^piest of mortals. 
Thea so be it, my Ihend, replied he ; consider your- 
self henceforth as a buttress of the hierarchy. With 
this invitation, he introduced me to the major-domo, 
who thought be saw talent euongh in me for a 
turnspit. 

No sooner was I in possession of so honorable an 
office, than Master Diego, following the practice of 
cooks in great bouses, who pamper up ^eir pretty 
dears in private with all sorts of good things, selected 
me to supply a lady in the neighborhood with a 
regular table of butcher's meat, poultry, and game. 
This good friend of his was a widow on the right 
side of thirty, vei^ pretty, very lively, and to all 
appearance cooteating herself with cupboard love 
for her cook. His generous passion was not con- 
fined to furnishing her with bread, meat, and gar- 
tush ; she drank her wine too, and the ftrcbbishop 
was her wioe-merchaat. 
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The improrement of my parta kept pace witli 
that of my canial conditioD in his grace's palace, 
where I gave a specimen of rising genius efdil ringing 
on the trump of fame at Seville. The pagea and 
aome others of the honsehold had a mind to get up a 
play on my lord archbishop's birthday. They chose 
B popular Spanish tragedy, and, wanting a boy 
aboat my i^ to personate the young King of Leon, 
cast me for the part. The mi^or-domo, a great 
epouter, undertook to train me for the stage, and, 
after a few lessons, pronounced that I should not be 
the worst actor of the company. Hjs grace not 
wishing to starve eo handsome a compliment to him- 
self, no expense was spared in getting it up magnifi- 
cently. The largest hall in the palace was fitted up 
88 a theatre, with appropriate decorations. At the 
side scene there was a bed of turf, on which I was 
to be discorered asleep, when the Moors were to rush 
in and take me prisoner. When we had got eo fbi^ 
ward with our rehearsals as to be sure of being ready 
by the time fixed) the archbishop sent out cards of 
invitation to all the principal bmilies in the (^ty. 

At length the great, the important day arrii-ed ; 
and each performer was big with the contrivance and 
adjustment of his dreas. Mine was brought by a 
tailor, accompanied 1^ our major^omo, who, after 
taking the trouble of drilling me at rehearsal, wished 
to see justice done to my outward appearance. Hie 
tulor put me on a rich robe of blue velvet, with 
h^Ttging aleeves, gold lace, fringe, and buttons : the 
major-Jomo himself crowned me with a pasteboard 
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crown, studded with false diamODds and real pesrla. 
Moreover, they gave me a aaoh of pink silk worked 
in Bilver; so that every new ornament was like a 
quili.feadier in the wing of a bird. At last, about 
dusk, the play began. He curtdn drew np for my 
soliloquy, the purport of which was to express, in a 
roundabout, poetical way, that not being able to 
defend myself from the influence of sleep, I was 
going to lie down and take it as it came. To suit 
tbe actkm to tbe word, I sidled off to the comer 
between the flat and the wings, and squatted down 
on my bed of tnif ; but instead of going to sle^, aiv 
cording to promise, I was hammering upon tbe 
means of getting into tbe street, and runmng away 
with my coronation finery. A little private stairtjase, 
leading under the theatre into tbe lower saloon, 
seemed to furmah the probability of success. I slid 
away slyly, while the audience were considering some 
necessary question of the play, and ran down tbe 
Btaiicase, through tbe saloon to the door, calling out, 
" Make way I make way I I must diange my dress, 
and nut up again in a moment I " Th^ all made a 
lane, fbr fear of hindering me ; so that in less than 
two minutes I got clear out of tbe palace, nnder 
cover of the darkness, and scampered to the house 
of my friend wbo saw gentlemen's trunks safe on 
boaid. 

He stared like a stock pig at my equipment I But 
when I let him into the why and tlie wberefere, be 
laughed ready to split his sides. Tlien, shaking 
bands in the siocerily of tus heart, because he flat^ 
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tered hinwelf with the hope <^ a pennon on the King 
of Leon's civil list, he wished me jay t£ n wMwn— 
ful a first appeuHQce, and joined ime with the 
maj<H^-domo in the prognostic, that with cooounge- 
mentand ptactioe I shotikltumoiit afint^wteadv, 
and make no little noise in the vorid. After we had 
diverted onrselves Sar some time at the "p""— ■ oi 
my manager and audience, I said to &e bolhr. 
What shall we do with diis magnificent dress ? Do 
not make yourself uneasy about that, answered he. 
I know an honest broker, without an atom ot cvri- 
oeity in his composition, who will buy or sell any- 
thing with any person, provided that he gets the tam 
of the marbit upon the transaction. J will fetch hnn 
to you to-moiTDw morning. Hie knowing fellow 
was as good as his word ; for he wait out early the 
next day, leaving me in bed, and returned two houn 
afterwards with the broker, carrying a yellow bundle 
under his arm. My friend, said he, give me leave 
to introduce Signor Ybagnez of Segovia, who, in 
spite of the bad example set him by the trade in gen- 
eral, tansts to iair dealing and immll profits fis a 
moderate pittance and an unblemished character. TT« 
will tell you to a fraction what the dress you want 
to part with is really worth, and you may take his 
oalcolaticai as the balance of justice between man 
and man. O, yes I to a nicety, said the bn^w. 
£lse iriierefore live I in a Christian land, but to ^>- 
praise fi>r my nei^ibor as for myself? To take a 
mean advantage never was, thank heaven 1 and at 
diese years never shall be imputed to Ybagnez of 
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Segovia. Let lu look a little at those articles 1 You 
are the seller ; I am the bu^er I We have only to 
agree upon an equitable price. Here tbey are, said 
the bully, pulling ihem out : now own the truth, — 
was there ever anything more magnificent ? You do 
notoften see sncii Telvet ; and then the trimming I Yoa 
cannot say too much of it, answered the salesman, 
>iT«.Tnlnmg the suit With the prying eye of a dealer : 
it is of the very first quality. And what think you 
of the pearls upon this crown? resumed my fiiend. 
A little rounder, observed Ybagnez, and there would 
be no setting a price apon them I Howevw, take them 
as they are, it is a very fine set, and I do not want 
to find fiwh about trifles. Now, your common run 
of appTMsers, under my circumstanoes, would affect 
to disparage the goods for the sake of getting them 
chei^Mr ; one of those fellows would have the con- 
science to offer twenty pistoles ; but there is nothing 
like ba^;aining with an u[Higfat, downright man! 
I will give forty at a word ; take them ox leave 
them. 

Had Ybagnez ventured up to a hundred, he would 
not have burned his fingers; for the pearls alone 
would have fetched two hundred anywhere. The 
bully, who went snacks, then sud, Now only look 1 
. What a mncy it is to fiiU into the hands (^ a man 
not of this world 1 Signor Ybagnez estimates money 
as dioss, in comparison of his {oiooiples and his soul. 
He may die to-night, and yet not be taken unpre- 
pared I 'niis is too much I You make me blush, 
•aid the salasmaD of principle and soul ; but bo fitf 
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is true, that my price is alwa^ fixed. Well, now, 
is it a bai^ain ? The monej' down upon ibe nail 
too ! Stop a moment, answered the bally ; my 
little fiiend must first tiy on flie dotiies yoa have 
Im>u^t for him by my order: I am very muck 
mistaken if th^ will not just fit him. The MlflwnMt 
Uien, untying his bundle, showed me a second-band 
suit of daik doth with silver buttons. I got up, and 
got into it : too big tor me every way I but these 
graitlemen could have sworn it had been made to my 
measure. Ybognez put it at ten pistoles ; and as he 
was an upright, downright man, of fixed [oimaple 
and soul, estimating money as dross in comparison 
of integrity, his first price was of oourse his last. 
He therefore took out his purse, and counted down 
thirty pistoles upon a table ; after which he packed 
up the King of Leon's regalia, and went his way. 

"VVbcn he was gone, the bully eaid, I am very well 
satisfied with that broker. And so he well might 
be ; for I am certain he must have received at least 
a hundred pistoles as hush-mouey. But there was 
no reason why the broker's benevolence should pay 
the debts of my gratitude : so he took half the mon^ 
on the table, without saying with your leave or by 
your leave, and sufibred me to pocket the remainder, 
with the fi>Uowing advice : My dear Scipio, with 
that balance of fifteen pistoles, I would have you get 
out of this town as fast as you can ; (ot you may 
suppose that my lord archbishop will ferret you out 
if you are above ground. It would grieve me to 
the heart if, after having risen so supmor to the pre- 
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judice of honesty, yaa had the weatneea to fidl fool 
of what alone keeps it afloat — the house of ccnreo- 
tioD. I aturerered that it waa my fixed paipoee to 
make myself scarce at Seville, and accordingly, after 
buying a hat and some ehirts, I travelled through 
Tineyards and olive grovee to the ancient city of 
Caimona ; and in three days afterwards azrived at 
Ctwdova. 

I put up at an inn dose by the maricet-place, 
giving myself out ibr the heir of a good ftmily at 
Toledo, travelling for bis pleasure. My appearance 
did not belie the story, and a few jnstoles, which I 
contrived careleasly to tidnk within the landlord's 
bearing, pinned his &ith upon my veracity. IVib- 
ably my unfledged youth mi^ lead him to take 
me ibr some graceless little truant who had robbed 
hia parents and run away. But that was no concern 
of his : he took the thing just as I gave it him, for 
. fear lest his curiosi^ should clash with my con- 
tinnanoe at his house. For six reals a day one 
could live like a gentleman at this inn, where there 
was generally a considerable concourse of company. 
About a dozen people sat down at supper. It was 
whimsical enough ; but the whole pat^ plied their 
knives and forks without spealdng a word, except 
one man, who talked incessantly, right or wrong, 
and made up for the silence of the reet l^ his eternal 
babble. Ws affected to be a wit, to tell a good story, 
and took great pains to make the good folks merry 
\iy his puns ; and accordingly they did laugh most 
inextinguishably ; but it was at him, not with him. 
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For my pirt I paid so little sttea&oa to die tdk 
of tliis rattle, that I Bhcmld have got np from table 
withont knowing what it was all about, if he had 
not brought it borne to my boainesa and my bosMn. 
Gentlemen, cried he, jart aa sapper was omx, I 
bsTe kept my best story fin: the last ; a very dn^ 
thu^ hiqipened wttfiin these few dmjE at the arcb- 
luahop of Seville's palace. I bad it from a yonng 
fellow of my acquaintance, who assures me that he 
was present at tbe time. These wwds made my 
heart jump up into my tbroat, for I had no doubt of 
tbif being my ezpknt-^and ao it turned out. His 
pleasant gentleman related ibe facts as they actoalfy 
ba{q>ened, and even carried the adventore to its coa~ 
elusion, tf whidi I was as yet ignorant : but now 
yoQ diall be made as wise aa myself. 

Ko sooner bod I absconded) than tJie Moon, who 
were, according to the progress of tbe fable and the 
rising of the interest, to lay violcmt hands on me, . 
appeared upon tbe stage, for the fell purpose of sur- 
prising me on my bed of tnrf, where tbe author had 
^ren tbem reason to expect me bst asleep ; but 
when ihey though they were jnst going to capot the 
King of Leon, tbey found, to tluir anrprise, Uiat 
both tbe king and the knare n»de a trick againrt 
tbem. Here was a hole in the ballad I Tbe actors 
idl loat their cue ; some of them called me by name, 
others ran to look for me : here is a fellow bawling 
as lliougfa bis beUowB would bunt, tiieie stands 
anodier muttering to himself about tbe devil, just 
as' if that mptSit ooold stand upright in sndi a 
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presence 1 The archbialiop, perceiving trouble and 
confiuion to lord it behind the scenes, asked what 
wM the matter. At the sonad of the prelate's voice, 
a page, who was the fiddle of the [uece, came to the 
froDt and spoke thus : Mj lord archbishop, ladies, 
and geadeaiaa 1 We are extremely eorrj- to inform 
yoa, as plaTen, bat extremely ^ad, as men and 
Chnstianr, that die King of Leon is at present in no 
danger whatever of being taken prisoner by the 
Moon : be has adppted eflisctaal meamres for the 
msuimlty of hit rc^al person ; and to the royal person, 
as libarty avaik lit^ without property, he has irrero- 
oafaly attached the crown, insignia, And robes. And 
s happy deliveianoe fiv himself and Christendom I 
cacchimed the archbishop. He has done perfectly 
li^t to eao^ irom the enemies of our religion, and 
to bnrst from the bonds in which their malice would 
haTe laid him. By this time, probably, he has 
reached the confines of his kingdom, or may have 
entered the a^tal. May no unlucky accident hare 
retarded him on his journey I And that the sin of 
nooe eoA may lie heavy on my conscience, I beg 
leKvs rery pontivety to make my pleasure known 
that be may proceed unmolested by any interruption 
froai diis qoarter; I should be highly mortified, 
iadeed, if his majee^s pious endeavors were to be 
fhutrated l^ the slightest indignity from the min- 
itters of that rdigion in whose cause he labors and 
eofien. -The pieliite, having thus declared his 
aoqniewseiKe in the motivee of my flight, (Hdered 
117 part to be read, aod the phiy to be re«umed. 
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coKTonAttoir or acifto-a amsr. 

Aa long as I had mouey in my pone, my InA- 
lord was cap in hand ; bat the momcmt he b^ao to 
anspect that the funds were low, he became high and 
migfaly, inched a Gennan quarrel with me, and one 
momingi before breahAst, b^g^ it as a hinx of 
me to march out ot his booae. I followed bis counsel 
as proudly as you jdease, and betoc^ me to a chordii 
belonging to the fitfhers of St. Dominic, wfaere, 
vdiile mass was peiftrming, an old be^ar socosted 
me on the usual topio of alms. I droj^ied some 
small change into his hat, which was truly the 
orphan's mite, saying, at the same time. My firieod, 
remember in your prayers to mention a situation £»* 
me ; if your petitioii is heard with &vor, it shall be 
all the b^ter for you} hearty tfaanha and a handsome 
poundage) 

At these words, the b^^ar surveyed me i^ and 
down, from head to foot, and answered, in a grave 
tone,. What place would you wish to hare? I 
should like, replied I, to be footman in some femily 
where I should do well. He inquired whetho* tbe 
matter pressed. With all possible importunity, said 
I ; for unless I have the good luck to get settled 
very soon, the alternative will be horrible ; death by 
the gripe of absolide famine, or a livelihood in tiie 
ranks of your fraternity. If the latter were, after 
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all, to be TOUT lot, resoined he, it cdrtainlj would be 
rather hard upon you, who have not been bioaght 
up to our habits of life ; but, with a little use and 
practice, yon would prefer our condition to serrice, 
whi(^, partiality i^Mrt, is &r less reepectaUe than 
the b^gar's vocation. Neverthelesa, since you like 
a menial oooupation better than leading a free and 
independent life like me, you shaU have a berth 
without more ado. Mean as my appearance is, you 
most not measure my power by it. Meet me here 
at the same hour to-morrow. • 

X took care to keep the appointmoit. Though at 
llie qx>t befinre the time, I had not long to wait 
before the b^g^ joined me, and told me to follow 
him. I did so. He led me to a cellar not for from 
the church, where he resided. We went in together, 
and sitting down on a long bench, at least a hundred 
years the worse for wear, the conversation took this 
turn on his part: A good action, as the proveib 
•ays, always meets with its reward ; you gave me 
alms yesterday, and that has determined me to get 
you a place, which shall be soon done, with a bless- 
ing on my endeavcna. I know an old Dominican, 
by name Father Alexis, a holy monk, a ^lostly con- 
feasor. I have the honor to do all bis little odd jobs, 
performing my task with so much discretion and 
good feith, that he always lends his interest to me 
and my friends. I have spoken to him about you, 
and in such terms as to prepossess him in your 
&vor. You may be intiodaced to his reveienoe 
whenever you please. 
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Than is not a moDxat to be lost. Mid I to th« 
t4d' b^ig^ ; let OB go to the good monk immediatdj. 
Tlie mendicant a g reed, and led me by Hie arm to 
Fatlier Alexia, wbom we found in hia room, hard at 
wrak, writing apirkaal letters. He bn^ off to talk 
with me. Ae it was the wish of the mendican t , be 
would do all in his power to Mirve me. Having 
leanud, pomed he, that Signer Bidthasar Velaaqnei 
is in want o( a footboj', I wrote to bim this morning 
on your behalf, and be jnat aent me for answer, that 
he would take you without fivAer inquiry aa my 
reoommendalJon. llus ray day yon may call on 
him &om me ; be ia one of my flock, and ray very 
good frieDd. lltereapon the monk jn«acbed to me 
for three qaartera of aa boor on ny moral gad 
religious dutiee, and bow to fulfil tiwm in oonscsence 
and honor. He enlarged prindpoUy on the oblige- 
tioa of serving Velasquez with diligence and devo- 
tion, and then assared me that be would take care 
and keep me in my place, provided my ouuter bad 
no -verj material &ult to find with me. 

AAer having thanked the holy person for his good- 
ness towards me, I left ^ convent with the beggar, 
who told me that Signor Balthasar Velasquez vras an 
old woolIen.dr^)er, bat with much simplicitf and 
good nature in his character. I doubt not, added 
he, but you will be perfectly comfbrtoUe in his 
house. I begged to know bis place of residence, 
and repaired thidMr immediately, after promising to 
toake my gratitude manifest aa soon aa I had taken 
root in my new soil. I went iato a larg« Aepr 
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where two fiMhionsble joang sppnatiom wem walk- 
iDg up and down, practising new gTiDueefl against 
the entrance of the next customer. I inqnired 
ii4ietl>a: their master was at home, sayii^ that I 
wanted to speak with him &(Kn Fadier Alexis. At 
that venetaUe name the^ showed me into the connt- 
ing-bouse, whtte thrar prindpal was ftirning over 
the ledger. I made a low bow, and eoming up to 
faun, Sfa*, said I, Father Alexis ordered me to call 
here and o0er tn^s^ as a servant to jour honor. 
Ah 1 iny smart lad, answered he, ^n are heartily 
welcome. It is esotigh that the holyman sent you ; 
and I shall take yon in preference to three or foor 
others who have been reeommended. It ia a deiir 
case ; year wages begin from this day. 

A very short time in the &mily oonrinoed me that 
the head of it was just snch a man as he had been 
described. In point of simplici^ he was every thing 
that eoold be Vriabed ; so exquisite a sul^ect fw im- 
position, that it seemed next to an impossUnlity not 
to exerdae diy craft iqmn snc^ a Imndle. He had 
been a widower four years, and had two children, a 
son of Gve-end-twen^, and a daughter in her eleventh 
year. The girl, brou^it ii^ by a severe duenna, un- 
der the sfnritual conduct of Fathw Alexis, walked id 
the hig^ road of virtue; but herUother, Gaspard 
Velasqaez, theuf^ no pains had been spared to make 
a good man of him, picked out for himself all the 
vnea Of a young joofligate. Somettmes he staid 
away from homo two or three days together ; and 
if , <n luB leton, his fitther ventured to raoonstrate 



^d by Google 



236 ^^^ BIAS. 

in the least sgauut his proceedings, Gupaid shnt his 
month at once, with a han^^ toss of the head toA 
an impotinent answer. 

Scipio, said the old man one day, my son is the 
plague of mj life. He is over head aitd ears in all 
kinds of dehaocheiy : and yet there is no accoundng 
for it, since his education was hy no means neglected. 
I hare giren him the very best masters; and my 
Jriend Father Alexis has done his otmoat to trua 
him up in the way he should go ; bat there was no 
laeaking him in ; Master Ghupard ran restive, and 
bolted into downright libertinism. Tou may per- 
h^ tell me that I spared the rod and spoiled the 
ehUd. Quite othenrise 1 he was punished whenever 
the oocaaion seemed to demand it ; for, though good- 
tempexed at bottom, I am not to be played vtptm. I 
have even gone so far as to lock hun up ; but that 
only made him more headstrong than before. In 
short, he is one of those impracticable beings, on 
■wham good example, good advice, and a good horse- 
whip, are equally thrown away. If ever he makes 
uy figure in the world, it must be by a miracle from 
heaven. 

Hmmi^ my heart was not grievously wrung by 
the Borrows of this unhappy father, sympathy was 
expected from me, and I condoled with him accord- 
ing^. How much to be pitied you are, sir ! sud I. 
Virtues like yours deserve to have been handed down 
in your progeny. The event is quite the reverse, 
n^ good lad, answered he. Heaven heard my 
prayer, and gave me a son, but converted the bless- 
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mg iBto an affliction. Among other grounda of 
complaint agaJnet Graapard, I may tell yon, in confi- 
dence, tiiere is one which gives me a great deal of 
uneasiueBa ; a vast longing to rob his old &ther, 
whidi be too often finds the means of satisfying, in 
apite <^ all my caution. Yonr predeoeasor played 
into his hands, and was turned away in consequence. 
As for you, I flatter myself that my son will never 
be able to tamper with your honesty. You will take 
my side of the question ; for doubtless Father Alexia 
has given you your lesson on that head. You may 
rest assured of that, said I^: for a good long hour 
did his reverence lecture me on doing your will and 
pleasure without let or hinderance ; but I can assure 
you there was no need of his saying anything about 
the matter. I feel within myself a sort of call to 
serve you bithfiilly, and I promisd to do it with a 
zeal b^ond all the temptations of the world to shake 
or lessen. 

He who only hears one side ia in danger of decid- 
ing partially. Young Velasquez, a mixture of the 
fiibble and the braggart, concluding from the cut of 
my countenance that I was made up of mortal frailty, 
like my predecessor, drew me aside to a snug comer, 
and there talked to me after this &shion : Now mind 
vdiat is said to you, my dear fellow ; you may think 
I do not know that you are set as a spy upon me by 
my fiufaer ; but take especial care how you proceed, 
for X can assure you most sincerely, that the office is 
not without very considerable inconvenienoe to those 
who mtdertake it. If ever I find that you tell tales 



^d by Google 



238 OIL BLAS. 

oat of »Aod, I will give you. tueh » buting as yoa 
never had in your life ; butif youwilliiiAke-ocmiBtOD 
eause widi me, and a fool of my btber, yoa nay bojr 
golden rrtunu of gratitude from your homUe aee- 
Tant. Do 70a wish me to deal with you upon the 
nail? You shall go Boacks in all that we can aqueoxe 
out of the old fellow. You have only to take your 
oktMoe : fall at once into the ranks either of &ther ot 
son ; text neutrals will come worst off, where the con- 
tending parties fight for their existence. 

Sir, answered I, yon make the shoe pinch veiy 
tif^t ; it is self-evident that thme is nothing for me 
to do but to enlist under your bannen, diou^ in my 
oonscienoe it seems like a trying sin to betimy Sgnor 
Velasquez. Th^ is no concern (^ yooiB^ ngoined 
Gaspard ; he is an old hunks, who vrants to keep 
me under his thtunb ; a curmudgeon, ^ho refiues ma 
the ri^ts of nature, in refuting to stand to the ex- 
penses and repurs of my pleasures; for pleasures 
are the neoessariea c^ life at five-and-twen^. It ia 
in this point of view that you must form your opin- 
ion tf my fidher. If diat is the case, so be it, sir, 
said I ; there is no standing i^unst so jutt a sobject 
of complaint. I am quite at your service to play 
second fiddle in all your laudable aiteipriaee j but 
let us take especial caie to conceal our good undo^ 
standing, for fear your &ithful, humble servant 
should be kicked out of doors. It will not be 
amiss, in my poor opinion, for yon to a£fect an cot- 
treme antipathy against me : some good round of 
i^Hiae would have a very prrtly eflfect ; you need not 
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be niee ; all tbe bkckgaud teima is the diotionuy 
will oome at yoor call. Nay, a box on the ear now 
and then, or a lock on tbe breech, will break no 
■qiiaree; on the contrary, tbe more you ezpreas 
your thorough dislike, the more Signor Boltbaaar 
-will pin his Iwtb upon my sleeve. My coe vrill be, 
apparently, to avcnd speaking to yoa if pouible. In 
wwting at table, I shall perTorm my little attentions 
to you at arm's length ; and wbeaever your honor 
may h^jpen to be called over the ooals by tbe shop- 
men, you must not take it amiss if I abuse you worse 
than a pickpocket. 

■ A« plain as chalk &om cheese I cried yoni^ Ye- 
lasquez at this last hint ; this is admirable, my friend ; 
at your early age it is uncommon to meet with sooh 
a talent for intrigue ; I consider ft as a most happy 
omen for my purpose. With such a performer to 
pl&y up to me, I flatter myself the old codger will 
be pinched to the bone and left penniless. You 
really carry yoor good opinion of me be^nd what 
my merit will justify, said I; some industry may 
&11 to my share, but not sncb exalted genius. But 
I shall do my utmost ; and if my honest endeavors 
£ul, your candor must find excuses for my imbeciJity. 
It was not long before Gaspaitt hod proof positive 
that I was to a hair's breadth the very man he wanted ; 
and the following was precisely the first tridc I played 
into bis hand. Balthasar's strong box -^ta in dte 
good man's chamber, by his bed-side, a sort of wa- 
tory, with a prayer-book always lying upon it. 
Every time I looked that way, my eyes glistened 
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with hope and plflasara; my heut duickled om 
the very idea of what might happoi : Fair, sweet, 
cruel box, will yon fbrerer be coy to n^ addreeBes? 
May I never experience the heartfelt delist of po^ 
eesmng all yoor charms for better, &r worse 7 As I 
went into the room at pleamre, and only Gaspaid 
waa warned off the premises, it happened one day 
that I watched his father. The old gentleman, &»- 
eying himself unobserved of human eye, after hav- 
ing opened his treasury and closed it fast again, hid 
the key behind the hangings. I took an aocorate 
observation of the place, and oonununicated the di^ 
covery to my young master, who said, with an im- 
proving hug. Ah I my dear Scipio, what gl<vioiia 
news you bring I Oar fortune ie made, my dear foU 
low. I will fomish you with wax ; ytm shall take the 
impression of the key, and then our buaineBS is done. 
Then will be no difficult in finding a benevolod 
locksmith in Cordova, where, to do the place jnstioe, 
there are as many rogues as in any part of Spain. 

Well I but why, said I to Gaspard, do you want 
a &l8e key P We may find our account in the proper 
one. Yea, answered he ; but I am afraid lest my 
father, through mistiust or whim, ehoold take a 
foncy to hiding it elsewhere ; and the sa&st way is, to 
have one of our own. I oocomended his precaution, 
and foiling in with all bis prindiJes, got ready for 
taking th% impression of the key : this was effected 
one morning early, while my old master was paying 
s vint to fiither Alexis, with whom he for the nust 
part held very long conforenoes. I did not stop 
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Lere, but avuled myself of the key to open tbe 
ptroog box, wherein an ample range of liurge and 
fliiull bags threw me i&to the most delightful per- 
plexity imaginable. I did not Imow which to diooso, 
^lere was bugIl a fiunUy likeness anvrng them ; nev- 
ertbeless, as the fear of bdng caa^ht did not allow 
of aii^ long. deliberation, I laid hands, hap-hazaid, 
on tbe latest. Hen, loclung the box caidiilly, 
and putiing tha key back again behind the hangings, 
I got away out of tbe chamber with my booty, and 
hid it under my bed, in a email closet where I lay. 

Kmng perfonued this exploit so auooessfuUy, I 
Tan back as iiut as my legs would cany me to young 
VelasqueK, who was waiting at a house where he had 
given mo notice to meet him, and his delight was 
extreme at the recital of what I had just do&e. He 
waft so fully satisfied with me, a» to lansh caiessea 
witbont number, and to offer me thrice, in the fid- 
ness of Us heart, half the contents of the bag, iHiicli 
I did thrice refuse. "So, no, sir, said I ; this first 
bag ift yours, and yours only ; apply it to your own 
usee and occasions. I shall return forthwith to the 
stnmg box, where, aa our lucky stars have contrived 
it, there is money enou^ for both of ua. Accord- 
ingly, three days afterwards I carried ofT a second 
bag, oontainiiig, like the first, five hundred crowns, 
of whic^ I would only handle the fourth part, let 
Gaspard be oa pressing as he pleased to foioe upon 
BK a fandherly' division, share and share alike. 

At soon as this young man found hin^f so flush 
4if money, and consequently in a conditioli to gjod^ 

fou m. It 
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hU bUikering after women tiut plaj, he gave himMtf 
up entirely to &e devioe* of hu own JBnginatioa : 
nR7, bis evil gesiiw punned him bo ftr u to nudra 
him fiJl desperately in love with one of those female 
harpioa, who devour withoutrenKnaeorinteniuHian, 
and swallow up the largest fintmua. His Aibiirae- 
moits at her instigation were frig^tfiil ; and thus it 
became necessary for me to payao manyTisita to the 
strong box, that old Vdasquex at length fbond out 
ho had been robbed. Scipio, sakl he one morning, 
I must give you a picoe of information ; some odb 
robs me, my friend ; my strong box has been t^Moed ; 
several bags have been taken out ; that is a oertaia 
tact. Whom oug^t I to accuse of thia dteftf or 
rather, who else but my son can have oommitted it? 
Graapard must have got by stealth into my chamber, 
or else you yourself most have played boo^ with 
him ; for I am tempted to believe you are in league 
with lum, though to outward appearance you do not 
set up your horses together. And yet I am unwilU 
ing to harbor that suspicion, because Father Aleoda 
undertook to answer for your honesty. I gave him 
to understand that, by the blessing of heaven on a 
good natural disposition, my nei^bora^ goods had 
no temptation in my sig^ ; and I so h^pily suited 
the action to the lie, and the lie to the action, that 
my judge pronounced a verdict of acquittal on tha 
evidence of grimaoe and faTpocrisy. 

Accordingly the old man dioified the soligect; bat 
for all that, there waa ft genenl misgiving, in lus 
breast, ond-it would- Bomeitlmeft light upcn me:: -lak* 
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iog- pveiea»tioM, therefbre, agnhiet' our further at- 
tacl^, bp had A qcw lock put to his stroug box, uuj 
filwoyB earned the key ia liU poeket. By then 
fniCBjDB, itn embargo bcitig laid mi our tnttBc with 
the ifogf, we looked cxceuively fooliali, especially 
jQaqwrd, who, being unable nay longer to keep his 
nymph in her unud style, knew very vrell that he wus 
Jikdy to be toased out of her window. He lisd, 
however, in\'«ntion cnomgh to doviae an cxpedicsit 
for keeping hia bead above water a few days longer i 
Aod that was nrather more nor less than to get into 
his clotehes, ia the form of a loan, my dividend oa 
the joint stock of the Btrong box. I refunded to the 
last fiirthing ; and this restitution, it is to bo hoped, 
may be set off as on anticipated act of justice to the 
old drapCT, is the person of his heir. 

The young man, having exhausted this scanty 
supply, and desperate of any other, fell into a deep 
melancholy, and into ultimate derangement. He oe 
longor looked on his father in any othor light than 
as the bane of his life. His &enzy l»oke out into 
the most dreadful {Bojects ; so that, without listening 
to the voice of oonsanguini^ or nature, the wretch 
conceived the impioua design o£ poisoning him. He 
was not oonteot wiUi m^'ng me privy to the atro- 
dona design, but even proposed to render me the 
instrument of parricude. At the voy thought, my 
lilood ran cold within me. Sir, said I, is it possiUe 
that you are so' rejected of heaven as to have formed 
diia JKnid . plot? - What 1 : is it- in your ;aatiue to 
pwn(w.tbe''aiiUtwof )'our«usteQce?;'. SltaU.%i^ 
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the ftrored abode of the OiRitun fiiith, bear uteneai 
ta the communon of a crime, at the first Uiuh'4^ 
•whit^ traiufttliuiticsaTagefl would recoil with horrOTf 
No, mj dear muto-, added I, tbromug tayteU «■ 
my kneeB, no, you will not be guilty of an action 
vhidi would niBe the hand of all manlxnd agaiort 
you, and be overtaken l^ an in&moiw punisbment. 

I pressed many teguments bende on Gaapaid, to 
dissuade him &om bo -fearful an enterprise. How 
the deuce I came by all the inoral and rcJigioai 
topics which I -brought to act sgvnst the fortress 
of his despair, is more {han I can account for ; but 
it is certain that I preached like a doctor of Sala- 
manca, though a mero stripling, bom of a gypsy 
fertnne-teller. And yet it wss to no purpose that 
I suggested the duty of conmiuning with his own 
bdter resolutions, and stoutly - wrestling with the 
fiend who was lying in wwt fot hie immortal soul ; 
my pious eIoqu»ice was dissipated into air. His 
Itead hung sullenly on hia bosom, and his tongoe 
utteied no sound, in answer to all my mollifying ex- 
hortationB, so tiatt there was every reason to conchide 
be would not ewerve from his ptirpose. 

Hereupon, taking my own meaaures, I requested 
a private interview with my old master ; and beii^ 
doseted with him, Sir, said I, allow liie to throw 
B^sdf at your leet; and to implore your pity. Jbipa- 
thetie accord with mj moving accents, I prostrated 
myBdf before him, with n^ face all bathed in teata. 
'Th» merchant, surprised «t what he saw and bend, 
uked the cause of n^ distress. . lEeinoKie of eotuMtoioe 
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mnd rqien&ace, answered I; but neitlier repentance 
nor remone can ever wash out my guilt. Ifaarebeen 
weak cnoagk to give ear to yoor son, and to be his 
accomplice in robbing' you. To this confession I 
added a sincere acknowledgment of all that had hap- 
pened, with the particulars of my late conversatioa 
with Gaspaid, whose design I laid open >ritboat the 
least reserve. 

Bad ^ ^vas the opimon which old Velasqnez eu- 
tertained of his son, he eould scarcely believe hia 
ears. Nevertheless, finding no good reason to dis- 
trust the truth of my account, Scipio, said he, raising 
me £rom the ground, viuxe I had till now been pros- 
trate at his feet, I forgi^-o you. in consideration of the 
important notice you have communicated. Gaspard I 
pnrsaed he, rusing his voice up to the loudness of 
wigTii«l»i does Gaspard aim a blow at mj life ? Ah I 
mtgrateM eon, unnatural monstn- 1 better thou hadst 
never been bom, or stifled at thy birth, than to have 
been reared for the destruction of tl^ftther I ^What 
plea, what object, what palliation of the atrocious 
deed? I furnished thee annually with a reasonaUe al- 
lowance for thy pleasures, and what wonMst thoa have 
more? MustI faaTedraioedmyfortuneto thedi^;s to 
Btq)port thee in thy extravagance? Hmingventedhia 
fedinga in this bitter apostrophe, he enjoined sccrei^ 
on me, and told me to leave him alone, whils ha 
ocmsidered how to act in so delicate a conjuncture. 

I was v«ty anxious to know what reaolation tUs 
unhappy fidher wOuld take, when on that very da/ 
he NDt for Gaspard, and addreesed hiok^uSf witb*- 
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«ut betnyii^ the inwird emodmw of his heut ; "hlj 
•on, I koTQ received aletter from Merida, p uiyurth ^ 
that if yoB are disposed to marrr, jou majr naka a 
match with a very fine girl of fifteen, with a hand- 
some fortone in her pocket. If jon hare not fbr- 
ewom that hiq>py and holy estate, we mQ set oat 
to-morrow morning by daybreak for Meiida: yoa 
will see the lady in question, and if she hits your 
&ncy, the business may soon be settled. Ga^aid, 
pricking up his ears at a handsome fbrtmie, and 
already fingering the cash by anticipation, answered 
unhesitatingly that he was ready to midertake die 
journey ; and accordingly they departed the following 
day at sunrise, without attendants, mounted on good* 

Having reached the mountains of Fcsira, in a dc* 
Eg^ttul spot for the operations of banditti, but tanr- 
stirring to the timid souk of travellers, Balthasar 
dtsmoonted, and desired his son to do Ukewise. Tbo 
young man obeyed, but expressed his snrprise at 
such a requisition, in so lonely a place. X'will teU, 
you the reason presently, answered the old man*- 
darting at him a look of minted grief and anger: 
We are not going to Mcrida ; and the alleged coort- 
ahip was only an invention of mine, for the pnrpoao 
of drawing you hither. I am not ignorant; nngiate- 
iiil and unnatural son, I am not nninformed c^ your 
meditated crime.. I am aware that a poistm, pre- 
pared }jf your hands, was to have been administered 
to me ; but, mad as yoit are, could tt enter into your 
oonteo^tkn that my life Jcould have been tin 
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with impinihy 1^ Buch mcms ? How fitall^ mio- 
takcn I Your criiae would soon have been detected, 
and you would have perislied under the hands of the 
executioner. There is a safer way of glattmg your 
fell malice, without exposing yourself to on igno- 
minious death ; we are here widuiut witnesses , and in 
a place where daily miffdere are perpetrated ; since 
you are so thirsty after my blood, plunge your dagger 
into my boeom : the assassination will naturally be 
laid at the door of some banditti. After these winds, 
Balthasar, laying his breast bare, and pointing to 
his heart, ended with this challenge : Here, Gas^ 
])ard, strike deep enough, strike home ; make me 
pay that forfeit for having engendered such a dis- 
grace to human nature, and no man than what is 
duo to 80 monstrous a production. 

Young VelasqacK, struck by this r^roacli as l^ a 
thunderbolt, &r from pleading in his own justifica- 
tion, fell instantly liieless at his father's feet. The 
good old man, liailing the germ of repentance in this 
unfeigned testimony of shame, could not help yidd- 
Ing to paternal weakness ; he made all possible haste 
to give his assistance ; hat Qaapard liad no sooner 
TcooTercd the use of his senses, than, unable to stand 
in the presence of a ftthcr eo justly offended, he 
made an effort to raise himself &om the ground, then 
sprang upon his mule, and galloped out of u^twith-r 
out saying one word. Balthasar suffered him to tnko 
his own coarse, and returned to Cordova, little doubt- 
ing but conscience would play its part in revenging 
liis wrongs.' Six months afh^wonls it appeared that 
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dM cqlprit had dirown hinuelf into die Cudiauui 
omiTent at Seville, tbere to pees the remiwQt c£ hia 
d^ in penance. 



CHAPTER Xn. 

coycLuaios or acipioa arosi: 

Bad examine sometimes produces the oMiTeno of 
itsdf. The bdrnvior of young Yelasquez made me 
think seriouelf on my own predicament, I began to 
wrestle with mj thieviah propensitiee, uid to. live 
liko one of the better sort. A confinned habit of 
pouncing iqion money' whercrer I could get it, had 
been contracted by such a long succession of indiridt 
nal kcts, that it was no easy matter to say where it 
should stop. And yet I was in hopes to accomplish 
my own reformation, under the idea that to becouM 
virtuous, a man had nothing to do but to contract 
the desire of being so. I therefore undertook this 
great vrcrk, and heaven seemed to smile upon my 
^brts. I left off eying tJio old drier's strong box 
with the carnal regard of avaricious longing : ni^, 
I verily believe, that if it had depended on my own 
will and pleasure to have turned over the contents to 
my own use, I should have abetained &om the crime 
of picking and stealing. It must, however, be ad- 
mitted, that it would have been an unadvis^le meas- 
ure to tempt my new-bom intq;ri^ with meats too 
■trong for its stomach ; oad Yelasqnex iraa jmrM 
enough to keep me on a proper diet. 
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Don Abnriquez de Medrano, a young gendemvi, 
kni^t of Alcantara, ttos in the hahit of coming 
backwards and formurds to onr bouBe. So was a 
customer, ono of our |ninciptd in point of rank, if 
not pnnetaal iii point of pfty. I had ^ bypjuew 
to find iitvor with tins kni^t, who aevet met me 
without that sort of notice which encooraged conver- 
sation, and with that conversation he appeared idways 
to be veiy much pleased. Scipio, said he, one day, 
if I had a fiwtman of your'kidnf^, it wonld be bs 
good as a fortune to me ; and if you were not in the 
service of a man who stands so high in my regards* 
I should make no scmple about enticing yoa away. 
Sh*, answered I, yon would have voy litde trou- 
ble in succeedmg; fbr I am distractedly partial to 
people of ftshion ; it is my weak side ; th^ Ireo 
and easy manners fascinate me to the extreme of- 
folly. Hut being the case, replied Don Manriquez, 
I vrill at once beg Signor Balthasar to turn yoa over 
from bis household to mine ; he will scarcely refuse 
me such a request. Accordingly Velasquez waa kind 
and complying, with so much the leas violence to hia 
own private feelings, as there seemed no reawm to 
think, that if a man ported with one knavish semmtf 
ho might not easily get another in his j^ace. To 
me the change was all for the better, since a tnide»< 
mab*s sartce appeared but a beggsiiy condittmij in 
comparison with the office of own man to a Imi^tof 
Alcantara. 

To draw a fiuthfnl likeness of my new master, t 
■iangt describe him as a gentletoan poMeasing ovecjr 
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teqiiiaitet>f perKHi, figure, manners, mxldiqKMitian. 
Nor w«B that aiB ; fi>r hia oourage aod bonor were 
tqtui to his otber qualities ; iIm goods of fortune 
were the only good tilings fae wanted ; bat being tlie 
jounger eon of a family more distingniahed by do- 
aoent thnn opuleiiCG,. he was t^jliged to draw for his 
expeoMB on an old aunt living at Toledo, who loved 
him aa bar own duld, and administered to his oocn- 
aicms with afiecti<Hiate liberali^. Ho was alwaya 
well dressed, a^ everywhere well received. Ho 
visited the principal ladiea in the ci^i and among 
others tiie ]Ubrcbionesa of Almcnara. She was a 
widow of sevattjr-twO) but the centre of attraction to 
all thefiuhi<»ubloBodety of Cordova, by the elt^aoGO 
of her manners and the sprij^tliness of her conver- 
sation : men as well as women hud themselves out 
fin- an introduction, because her parties conferred at 
once on the frequenters the patent of good company. 
My master was one of that lady's most Rssidnoos 
oonrtiers4 After leaving her one evening, his epuita 
seemed to be mrae elevated than was natural to him. 
Sir, said I, you ore evidently in a good deal of agi^ 
totion ; may your faithful servant ask on what 
ooconnt? Has anything happened out of the con>- 
mon way 7 The young gaUant smiled at so home a 
question, and owned candidly that he had just been 
engaged la a serious oraiversatum with the IMarcluon- 
ess of Almcnara. I will lay a wager, said I, lan{^ 
ing oatri^t, that this moppet of threescore and ten, 
fhia giri in her scoond ohildbood, has been unfold* 
ing. to- you oil tlte secret movements of a tcodeTf 
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nucepiiblo beazt. Do not nuke a jest of it, answered 
bo ; for the iact w, mj frtendf that the nurcbionaB 
ia seriously in love with me. She told me that the 
naiTowneM of my cucimutuiees was as well Icnown 
to her as die ndinlity of my Urth ; that she had 
taken a liking to me, and' was determined to placo 
me at my ease by marriage, sinoe she conld not 
decently lay her fortune at my feet on any othof 
terms. That this nurriago would expose her to 
publio ridicule, she professed to have considered r 
diat scandal would be busy at her expoiee ; in sborti 
that die should pass for an old fool with an ambitious 
eye and a licksri^ constitution.' No matter for 
that I ^e was not to be awed from the career of '- 
her humor by quips and sentences : her only ahum 
was, lest I should eitlier make sport of her intentions^ 
or torment her more grievously by my arersioni 

Sudt, continned the knight, was the substance of 
the marchioness's declaration, and I am the more 
Bstonisfaed at it beeaose she ia the most prudent and 
sensible woman in Cordova ; wherofore I answered 
by vspressing my suiprise at her honoring me with 
the <rffer of ber hand, since she had hitherto persisted 
in her resolution of remaining in a itote of widow- 
hood. To this she repBcd, that having a o)nnder- 
able finrtune, it would give, her pleaaum to share it 
In her lifetime with a man of haaat to whom she 
was attaijied. To all appearance, then, rejoined I, 
you have-made np your mind to take a lover's leap. 
Ona yon doubt about that? answmd be. Tite 
narchioncis is imm«>»cly ricjt, with oxcellrat qnalU 
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ties both of head and heart. It woidd be tha ez- 
treme of fc^y and futtdununeaa to let so adnuttsi- 
geons a flcttlement dtp tiirongfa mj fingera. 

I entirely approred my maatra'a purpose of profit" 
ing hy bo fine aa c^portunhy to make his fortone,' 
and even advised him to bring the matter to a Aart 
iwoe, for fear of a change in the vind. HappOythc 
lady had the buHineae more at heart than mys^; 
her orders were given eo effectoally, tluit the necea^ 
Huy ibrniB' nnd ceremonies were soon -got orer. 
When it became known in Cordova that tha old 
Harchionefls of AJmaiara was gettii^ herself ready 
to bethebrideof ytHmgBonManriqiiezdeMedrano, 
tin wits be^tan breaking their odd qwAM and rent- 
nants in dfoision of the Aodow; bat thongfa she 
heard her own detracdons, she did not pat tbem to 
mending ; the town might talk aa they pleased ; for 
iriwii abe said she would die » widow, she did not 
tliink to live till she were manied. He wedding 
was scdttunized with a pubhdly and splendor wlndi 
fumi^iGd fresh food lor evil tongues. The bride* 
said- they, mi^t at least have had the modesty to 
dispense with noise and oetcotatioQ, so unbeooming 
in an old widow who marries a young Hnsband. 
* The morchionsea, &r coou^ from yielding to the 
snggestiona of shame at her own ineontisCeiwy, or 
tlie disparity of their ages, yiekled herself up vnthoitf 
ooDrtraint to the ezpresoon of the most livdy jay. 
She gave a grand concert and sapper, with a baU 
afterwards, and invited' all the prindpalfiunibes m 
Covdova. Jut before the oktea of tba- baS^ te 
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neir-named oaafie^mppeMxd, aM. vrere «bowii tp 
.lai.afartatait., ifieret with no oth^ witoessn inA 
,het. ova Bwid and -myself, «be «poke to my waster 
in these femu J Doa Manriqaez, this isyow.i^Mit* 
inoit; mine bin another port of the houM.: wewiU 
pan the lu^ in Bepante roQipik, and vill live 
fa^ether by day like mother and son. At &t9t dv 
Jcnigfat did not knov what to make of this; he 
.thought that the lady was only trying his tempertSS 
if her coldness must be wooed to kindness, snd her 
lore, like her paidtm, not nneou^t, be- wwii 
Jmagining, therefore, that good manners reqaired^ 
at least, the dtow- of passion, he made his adyances^ 
-and offered, according to the laws. of amoroqs siut 
enaoted in such cases, to assist in. the disenonmber- 
ing duties of. her toilet ; but, so far from allowing 
turn to inteiferfi with the province of her servant, she 
IMished him back with a serious air, saying. Hold, 
Don Manriquez ; if you take me for one of those 
xweet-toodied old women who marry a second time 
from mere incontinence, you do me a manifest inr 
justice : my proposals were not frau^t vrith condi- 
tions of hard service as the toiure of our nuptii|l 
contract ; 4he gift c^ my heart was unmixed with 
sensual dross, and your graUtude is onlydmwnupm 
for returns of pure and platonic friendship. After 
thia coqtlanatiDn, ^m left my master and me inr-our 
i^MOtniait, and withdrew to her own with her attend- 
ant, ftrbidding the tntdegroom, in the most positive 
UDaer, to atten^ retiring with her. 
■AAer her -d^Mucture, it wat some tiine befine we 
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'ircaorated- flrom mr surpriw at vhat we hai Joat 
iMud. Sdpio, «id my nuter, ooold you «var lisn 
lidimttd tiiftt the ti]ii«Ait>iiau ^rooid ban talked in 
-vod) a strain? Wliat think you of so jdiilcw^Ato » 
Mde? Ithink,rir,«DnreredI,thataIioigspbenut 
anmig Ae l»oo(l of hymeor It is for all die'vrMM 
WIbo* good livii^ withont paiodiial dntiQS. For mj 
{Mit; replied Don Maariquez, tbero ii iwtdiing ao 
fuuch to sAy taata as a vife of modett pntaimoMi 
and I toean to mnke lier amcndB ibr the trophy abe 
hntniised to unadulterated esteem by all theddicate 
t^tmtiona in my power to pay. We kept up tba 
•object of tlio lady's modention till it wms fiiU 
time to separate. My qoarters were fixed in an anto> 
room with a book-case bedstead ; my master's in an 
elegant bod-diamber with every appurtenance ezoqiC 
one I but howerer neoessary it might be to play the 
dis^^MHnted bridegrooin, I am mudb mirtaken if in 
Hie botttnn of his soul hfe was half so mocfa afiraid 
of sleeping 1^ himself as of being encumba;ed wiA 
a bedfellow. 

Ibe rejoicings began agun on iba following day, 
and the bride was so jocund on the ooeaaion, diat 
the IxJta of the fools among her visitors were not 
soim «hot. She was the first to lan^ at all liieir 
pdnttess jokes ; nay, she sita set the iittle wita to 
Wwk, by giving them an exnnple of pleasantry; 
which Aey-wtti very~ little able to follow... "li« 
bt^^ man, on his part, seemed to be very litde>H 
h^py than his partnar> >nd one would have* 
^adging by the gbmc*. ef tatiefiictioii whicb i 
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-paflied )|u Iwigiiaga aad. deportmeat, &ai fao liked 
mutton better than lamb. Thia well-nutcbed pair 
had a seoond oonTertation ia, the evenfaig.; and then 
it was decided that, without intei&riDg in the loaat 
irith ODO anothsr, they should live together juit on 
the cams fboting aa ibisy had lived before maznago'. 
At all ereuts, much credit tmut be given to Don 
Manriquez on one aooount i be did, irom delicata 
oonaideration towarda bis fri&, what few huibanda 
wduhl have done under hia cirounatanoea, for he di»> 
carded a little aeamstreas of whom he was very fond, 
and who waa veiy fond of him, beoauae he did. not 
cboooe to keep up a conneotion insulting to the fbeU 
iaga of a lady bo studiona of hia, 

"While ho waa furnishing such omunal teatimooiea 
of gnttitwic to his elderly benefiwtress, she overpaid 
and doubly joid her debt of oUigation, even without 
diving into ita nature or extent. She gave him .the 
niaster key of her stnmg box, which was better |hx>- 
vided than that of Velasquez. Thot^ she. had 
reduced her establishment during widowhood, it wai 
now r^ilaced upon the same footing as in the lifotime 
c^ her first husband ; the complement of household 
flcrvanta was enlarged, the stud and equipages were 
in the vety first style ; in a word, by her generosity 
nod Idndneas, the most bcggsHy kni^ behmging 
to die rader of Aloantara became the most -moneyed 
member of d>e fratemify. Yon may perhaps bo dis^ 
poMd- to ask me how much Iwas in pocketi fay aU 
that;.4Uid.my answer Is, fifty pUtdM-ftom mynli»> 
tw ^ -aad-a liundred &om my maater,iwb», marearet^ 
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iniDdTed aowni ; nay, hia o(Hifideiice> was bo an- 
^toandod, tint I ivw. fixed on to fill thcoffiee of 



Trmurt 1 cried I, uUcmqitiiig Sciiuo st tbe thj 
tdefti Hkd bunting into in inunoderate fit of laogfater. 
.Yea, lit, replied he, witli a cool, n«fliiM*inrf serioiu- 
'Heaa ; joa are- per&ctlj rig^t— tieanirer- wa». tlw 
word ; and I may -ventore to My that tiia dotiea of 
the office wore exsmtedwifltoiit the Bli^teatoccanoo 
lor B CMmniUwe of inquiiyi Tnie it is that the 
iMdaDco may- be abmewhat jLgaaiwt me, £<» I wm 
Always in the habit of overdnwing my wages ; and 
oa the firm was dissolved wmewfaat suddenly-, it if 
by no means inqweeible that the balaooe' of my cash 
iuMomit mi^t be on the wrong side : but, at all 
erents, it was my hut slip ; and sines that tinie.my 
vr*y» have been ways of npri^itness and huieaty. 
- ThnswaaI,c<HilJnoedthiBaonof agyp»y,BBmet a i y 
awl trauuier to Don Manriquez, who, to all tpgmu- 
aooe, was as h^qiy in me as I in him, when bt 
rec^ved a letter &om Ttdedo, aanomkang diat lus 
amd, Donna Theodora Moacoso, was on her last 
legs. He was so much afiected by the news as to 
set oat instantly and pay his dn^ to that lady» who 
had been, more than a mother, to him for seveial 
yeats. I attended him on the joomey with only twv 
underHMirvants ; wa wei^ all mounted on lite best 
Iiorses in the stable, and'zeached Toledo without loss 
sftuDGf whsre ■¥» found Donna Tbeodon. in astute 
towioTant mvlkODes that elie would" not; at f t tm m n . 
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w«^ andiw on her outirard-boimil voyBge ; and^ 
in fitct, our judgment on her case, though point 
blank in contradiction to that of an old phj'sician 
who attended her, proved by the event that we knew 
at least aa much of the matter aa he did. 

IVhile the health of our venerahle relative waa 
improving from day to day, lesa, peritaps, from the 
effect of the prescriptionB than in consequence of her 
deu nephew's presence, your worthy friend the 
treasurer passed his time in the pleasantest manner 
possible, with some joong people whose aoquaintanoe 
was admiraUy calonlated to ventilate the confined 
cash, in his pocket. Sometimes diey enticed me to 
the tennis-court, and took me in for a game ; on 
those oocasions, not being quite so steady a player 
as my master Don Abel, I lost much oftener than I 
won. By degrees play became a passion with me ; 
aod if the taste had been suffered to gain com|dete 
possession, it would donbtleaa have laid me under the 
neoesuty of drawing Inlls of accommodation on the 
&mily bank ; but hi^jpfly love stepped in, and saved 
the ciedit both of the bank and of my principles. 
One day, passing along near the church of the 
Epiphany, I espied, through a lattice with the drapery 
drawn up, a young girl who mi^t well be called a 
thing divine, for nothing natural was ever seen so 
lovely. I would lay on my compliment still thicker, 
if words were not wanting to express the effect of her 
first af^iearance upon my mind. I set my wits to 
work, and by dint of diligent inquiry, learned Uiat 
her name was Beatrice, and that she was wutin^ 
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dMid te DeoBft Julk» y««dg«r dtbghtctof dRCont 

Beatricfl lHX>ke ib iipoA dw thftad c^ gdipie's UM7 
bj luigliiAg itnmodermtely : then t direotiBg be# flpcedl 
tomy wife, Charming Artonia, Mid riw,d»l>wtjqit 
look Rt m6, 1 btaeeoh joqi and tben mj tntly whether 
I eould btt libaed to ft thing diviiw. Yon mi^t at 
that time) to my enamonKd ngfat, aaid Se^io ; uid, 
flince your conjugal &ith is no longer under a dead, 
my Tinul appetite increaaes 1:^ what it ftedi on. Ik 
waa a pretty complimmt I and my aeoratatyt having 
fixed it offt punued his bafratiT* ha ftrfkma 1 — •■ 

Thit intc^lig»«e kiMdled the flame of paaaioB irid»- 
m me ; hot not, it mnat be conlbawd, a fiaana ittiA 
conld be aeknowledgcd withodt h blaah. I took il 
for gmnted that my tridnph over Iter MrofJee woold 
be easy* if my biddings v&n hig^ enough to cosh 
maud the codtnaiy mat^ of female chaati^ ; ■ hot 
Beabice waa i pearl beyond price. In vain did I 
eohcit bar, dvon^ the chattnel of ac»ne intrignni^ 
goaa^, widi the viffee of niy puraa Utd of my moat 
tender attentions ; she r^eeted all my {vopoaala yriA 
disdain. I had reCooree to the lover's laat remedyt 
and offered her my hand, which she deigned to ao* 
cept on the strength of my being secretary and ti«as>- 
iirer to Don Manrique^i As it seemed expedient to 
keep om: marriage aecxet for some time, die ceremony 
was perfonned privately, in preseaoa of Dame Lo- 
renxa Sephon^ Seraphina's govemeaSt and b^n» 
Some others of the Count do Polan's booaehdd. 
After o«r faA{^ onion, Beatzioe oonbived the roeaaft 
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of our uweting by day, and pasaitig 8om« part of 
•very ni^ togother in the gudeii, whither I repaired 
tluoQj^ ft littl* gat« of which die gave me a key. 
Never were man and wif« better pleased with each 
<i^bet than Beatrioe and myselfi with equal impa- 
ticDoe did W8 watch Sor the hour of otir appointment ; 
with oongcxual emoticau of eager Bensibility did we 
haaten to the «pot, and the momenta which we passed 
together, thoo^ countless team their numbw in the 
oalendar of ocJd indiffh«nce, to us were few and 
fleeting, in oomparison with that eternity of mutnal 
UiM for which ws panted. 

One night, a night which should be ezpnnged from 
the ftlmaaao, a ni^t of darknees and despair, con- 
tracted with die brightness of all our former nighte, 
I waa mrprised, on approaching the garden, to find 
Hm little gate open. This unusual circumstance 
alarmed me ; for it seemed to augur something in- 
aospioioas to my happiness : I turned pale and trem- 
bled, as if with a for^nowledge of what was going 
to h^^Mn. Advancing in the dark towaids a bower, 
where our private meedngs had usually taken place, 
I heard a man's voice. I stopped on the instant to 
listen, when the following words struck like the 
sound of deadi upon my ear : Do not keep me lan- 
guishing in suspense, my dear Beatrioe ; make my 
luqipinesB complete, and consider that your own fbt^ 
tonea are doeely connected with mine. Instead of 
having patience to hear fiuther, it seemed as if more 
had been said than blood could expiate ; that devO, 
jealonsy, took possession of my soul ; I drew my 
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iword, ftnd breathing 011I7 veagemee, nuhed into 
the bower. Ah I base wduoer, tried I, whoever 
you are, yoa shall tear this heart from out my breast, 
rather than toocb my honor on ita teoderert pcnnt. 
With iheee words on my hps, I attacked the gentle- 
man who was talking with Beatrice. He stood jipoa 
his guard without more sdo, like a man modi better 
acquainted witli the sdenoe of amis than myself, who 
had only received a few lessmu &om a fencing-mas- 
ter at Cordova. And yet, strong as his swonl-ann 
was, I made a ^mut whidi he could not paiiy ; or, 
what is more likely, his foot slipped : I saw him 611 ; 
and, fancying that I had wounded him mortally, ran 
away as hard as my legs would carry me, without 
dedgning to answer Beatrice, who would have called 
me twck. 

Yes, indeed 1 said Sdpio's wife, resolved to have 
her share in the development of the story ; I called 
out for the poipose of undeceiving him. The gen- 
tleman conversing with me in the arbor was Don 
Ferdinand de Xi^va. This nobleman, who was in 
love with my mistress Julia, had laid a plan ibr 
running away with het, from despair of bong aUe 
to obtain her hand by any other means ; and I had 
myself made this assignation with him in the gardoi, 
to concert measures for the elopement, and with lus 
fertune he assured me that my own was closely 
linked ; but it was in vain that I screamed after my 
hnsband ; he darted from me as if my very toudi 
were contamination. 

In aoch a state of mind^ resumed Scipio, I was 
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capable of anything. Hiose who know t^ experience 
what jealooBy u, into what extravagance it drivea 
the best regulated epirits, will be at no loss to con- 
ceive the diBorder it miut have produced in my weak 
brain. I passed in a moment from one extreme to 
another: emotions of hatred succeeded instantane- 
ously to aE my former sentimebts of afieotion for my 
wife. X took an oath never to see her more, and to 
banish her forever from my memory. Besides, the 
anpposed death of a man lay npon my oonscience ; 
and, under that idea, I was afraid of &Uing into die 
bands of justice ; so that every torment which could 
be Bccmnnlated on the head of guilt and misery by 
die fuiy of deepur and the demon of remorse, was 
the remediless companion of my wretched flight. In 
this dreadful situation, thinking only of my esc^w, 
I returned home no more, but immediately quitted 
Toledo, with no other provision for my journey but 
die clothes on my back. It is true I 'had about 
sixty {AStoks in my pocket — a tolerable supply for a 
young man whose views in lifb pointed no higher 
than a good service. 

I walked forward all ni^t, or rather ran, for the 
phantom of an algnazil always dogging me at the 
heels made me perform wonders of pedestrian activ- 
ity. The daws overtook me between Rodillas and 
Maqneda. When I was at the*latter town, finding 
myself a little weary, I went into the church whidt 
was just opened, and having pot up a short prayer, 
sat down on a bench to rest. I b^an musing (m 
the state of my affiurs, which were sufficiently oaC 
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at elbows to require all my ikiU in pMtebwirt ; but 
tl» time for reflectioQ, as well aa for n^teatance, ma 
cut short. The church echoed on a midden will) 
three or four amacka of a whip, whicii made me ooiH 
dude that some carrier waa on the road. I imoie' 
diately got up to go and aee whether I wm ti^ or 
wrong. At the door, I found a man, motmted on a 
mule, leading two other* hj the halter. Stop, my 
friend, aaid I : whither are tboae two mulea grang? 
To Madrid, answered be< I came hithor with two 
good Dominicans, and am npw setting out on my 
return. 

Such an opporttmi^ of going to Madrid gave ma 
an itching desire for the expedition : I made mj bar- 
gun with the muleteer, jumped upon one of bia 
mules, and away we scampered toward* JUeecas, 
. whoe we were to put up for the ni^. Scvcely 
were we out (^ Maqueda, before the muleteer, « man 
from five-tod-thirt; to forty, began cjianting tbe 
dnircb service with a mort eoUegiate twang, Tliii 
trial of bis lungs b^an with matans, in the drowvy 
tone of a canon between asleep and awalie ; then ho 
roared out the Belief, alternately is craitralto, tenor, 
and baas, in all the harmonious oonioBiw of high 
mass ; and not content with Hmt, be nmg the beD 
for vespers, without sparing me 4 ein^ petition, <v 
so much as a bar ftf the Magnificat. Thon^ the 
scoundrel almost cracked the drum of my ear, I 
could not help lau gh i n g heartily ; and even <^ged 
him on to make 0*9 welkin reverberate with his hal- 
lelivahs, when the anthem waa suspended a iewnatB, 
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f pmpoM of itqpplyiiig wind t? the) 
organ. Cotvage, my friend I said I ; go eo apA 
preiper. If heaven bai givan you a goed eapacioiM 
thnmt, you are neither a aiggard nor a perrerter of 
ha pzeeiotu hooa. O I eertainly not, for the matter 
o£ that* cried he i happily for my immortal aoul, I 
am not like carriePB ta general, who sing nothing but 
pFofime MMOgB about love or drinldag i I do not even 
defile mj lipa with ballade on our ware agalnqt tho 
MooiB ; Buch Bul)ject8 are at least light and iwedify- 
ing, if not iiceatioua and impure. You have, replied 
I, an erangelioftl purity of heart, which belongs only 
to the eleot among mnleteete. With this ezoeBsive 
equeamishneaa of yours about the ehoice of your 
muuc, have you also taken a vow of ecmtinenoe, 
wherever there is a young bortmaid to be picked up 
At an inn? Aamredly, rejoined he, duuti^ ia also 
a virtue by which it is my pride to ward off the 
tanptations of the road, where my only bunnese iq 
to look aAer my mules. I waa in no small degree 
astonished at such pious aendmenta &om this prodigy 
(^ psalm-singing mulaidrivers ; so that, looking upon 
him as a man above the vaniUes and corruptions of 
this nether worid, I fell into chat with him after ha 
had gone the length of his tether in singing. 

We got to Uleacs* late in the day. On entering 
the hm-yard, I left the care of the mutes to my eom- 
panion, and wmt into the kitchen, where I ordered 
the landlord to get as a good supper, which ha prom^ 
ised to perform so much to my aatlBiaotlQn aa to 
r all the days af ny life iriuU 
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usage tniTellen meet with at liu hoiue. Aa, added 
he, now onl; ask jonr carrier what sort of a man I 
am. By all the powers of seasoning I I wooU defy 
the best cook in Madrid or Toledo to make an oBo 
at all to be compared to mine. I shall treat joa this 
evoung with some stewed rabbit after a receipt of 
mj own ; yoa will thra see whether it is any boaot 
to saj that I know how to send up a supper. There- 
npon, showing me a stewpaa with a young rabint, as 
he said, cut up into pieces. There, continued he, is 
what I mean to &Tor you with. When I shall han 
thrown in a little pqiper, some salt, wine, a handful 
of sweet herbs, and a few other ingredients which I 
ke^ for my own eanoes, yoa may depend on ntting 
down to Buch a dish as would not disgrace the taUs 
of a chancellor or an archbisht^. . 

The landlord, having thus done justioe to his own 
merits, began to work upon the materials he had 
prepared. While he was laboring in his vocatioD, 
I went into a room, where, lying down on a sort of 
oouch, I fell ftst asleep throu^ fadgne, having taken 
no rest the night before. In the space of about two 
hours, the muleteer came and awakened me, with the 
information that sapper was ready, and a pressing 
request to take my place at table. The cloth was 
laid for two, and we sat down to the hashed rabbit. 
I played my knife and ftnk most manfully, finding 
the flavor delicions, whether &om tbe force of Inin- 
ger in communicattDg a candid mode of intexpret*- 
tion to my palate, or from the natural effect <^ tha 
ingredients compounded by the cook. A joint of 



^d by Google 



BCINO'S 8T0RT. 265 

. nut motton was next aerred up. It was remaric- 
abU that die earner only paid his respects to this 
but article ; and I asked him whj he had not taken 
his share of the other. He answered, with a sup- 
[Hressed smile, that he was not fond of made dishes. 
This reason, or rather the torn of oonntenaace with 
which it was alleged, seemed to imply more than was 
expressed. Ton have not told me, said I, the real 
meaning of yoor not eating the fiicassee ; do have 
the goodness to explain it at once. Since you are 
so corions to be made acquainted with it, replied he, 
I most own that I have an insuperahle aversion to 
cramming my stomach with meats in masqneiBde, 
since one evening at an inn on the road between 
Toledo and Cuen^a, they served me up, instead of a 
wild labtut, a hash of tame cat ; enough, of all con- 
science, ever after to set my intestinee in battle array 
i^ainst all minces, stews, and force-meats. 

No sooner had the muleteer let me into this secret,' 
dun, in spite of the hunger yt^anAi raged within me, 
my i^petite left me completely in the lurch. I con- 
ceired, in all the horrors of extreme loathing, that 
I had been eating a cat dressed up as the douUe of 
a rabbit ; and the fiicassee had no longer any power 
orer my senses, except by producing a strong incli- 
nation to tetch. My companion did not lessen my 
tendency that way, by telling me that the innkeepers 
in Spain, as well as the pastry-cooks, were very much 
in the haUt of making that substitntion. The drift- 
of the conversation was, as you may perc^e, very 
modi in tba nature of a lenitive to my stomach ; so. 
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tJm duh of H B defi m blai, nor even to make an aOodi 
iipe4 tb* vMft TPOKti fw ftv tbe muHop iJwuU have 
performed Ui dut^ by depu^ h itqU a4 tbs nbfaik, 
I jiunped up fituQ tabla, ewvmg tlw oookerjr, tli« 
cook) fljicl tba whole eata h lia hw ent t tb^, thiowiBg 
lOTBelf down upon tbq «o^ I pnwed kba ai^ wiA 
leM iHHWt tbaa mifjM iwveiiaUy have been e^MBted. 
Tbe di^ fidktwingi with the daimi after baling paid 
the reokonuig wiA a> princely an air aa if wq had 
been treated lilw priaow. away went I from IUeaaaa» 
bearing my froidtiea lo iboqgly impngaated with 
fei cawoe , that I (oi^ eveiy avimal wbioh ceoBaed tbe 
roadi of whatever speciee 07 dimeqaioBf, for a oat. 

We got to Madrid betimea, where I bad no aoowr 
Mttled with my oarriar, than I hiwd aready-Aw- 
niahed lodging nev the &m-fato. My ey«a, tboo^ 
aociutomed to the great world, were, Beverthdeaa, 
dazzled by the oancoi)i«Q of aolnUty wbioh wm ot^ 
uaiily tern in the qiwter of tbe ooart. I adnured 
tbe pradipoua number of ouriagea, and the eaantleaa 
liat of gentlemen, pages, g wt le m en'a gentlemen, and 
plaint downright fogtmen, in tbqtninof thagrandeea. 
My admiration exoeeded aU boonda on going to tba 
king'e levee, and beholding the mwardi in the nudat 
(^hia court. Xhe effect of tbe aoene ma enchanting, 
and I ««id to myself. It ia no wonder they ahould 
aay that one mnrt •«« tbe court of Madrid, to fdm 
an adequate idea of itv nMgnificenee 1 I am delighted 
to have direoted my eowraa luthw, and fiid « aeit <£ 
IK¥S(4eqp* within w* that I aiiall not eama away 
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vithout taldog fijitnne l^ impfue. I caught notb- 
iog napping, howerert but my own pnidcnM, in 
itiftktng sQiaa thriftlwi, ojqieiulTa MqnaintajMie. Mr 
ino&«y ooned aw^ io tha rapid thaw of my propria^ 
and better judgmont. so that it becanu a meaamr 
of ei^iedieiit degrwlaticn to throw away my trait* 
eceDdant loeiic on a pedagogoa of Salamanca, whom 
pome lunily lawvoit or othec eonoera had brought to 
Madridt where bo ires bom, and wba*e ebaaee, mom 
vrhimaical thtm wise, Umut me within the horizon 
of hifl knowledgv. I became hia right hand, hii 
prime, principal Rgent, and doggod him at the heela 
to the univeni^ when be nbaxa^i thither. 

My new employer went by tha nama of Don 
l^nado de Ipigna. Ho iUrnished hinuelf with the 
handle of don, inasmuch na be had been tntor to a 
noUejnan of the first rank, who had reoompensed hia 
early eerrices with an annuity fbr lift : ha lihswiaa 
derived a snug littJa lalaiy from hia jntiftaaorahip in 
the univereity ; and, in additvm to all thii, laid tbt) 
public under a yearly contribution of two or threa 
hundred piBtolea for booka of uninetmctive morality, 
which he protruded &om the preoa pcriodioally by 
weight and measure. The manner in which h^ 
worked up the shiedB and patches of bis composition 
deaerrea a notice pomewbat more than cursory. The 
heavy boura of the fi^renoon were vpent in muzzing 
over Hebrew, Greek, and Latin authors, and in 
writing down upon little squares of card every pithy 
aeiUence or starikin^ thought which oecorred in the 
morning's reading. Recording to th« progress of 
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this litersrjr Pam in winning tricks from tlie uidenU, 
he emplojed me to score up his honors in the form 
of an ApoUo's meath : these tnet4>h7sk!«l gnlwids 
were stnmg npon wire, and each gariand made » 
podket volnme. Wbal an execrable hash of whole- 
some Tiands did we cook up t The commaodmcaita 
set at lof^erheods with an otter ooninBion of taUes ; 
Epicurean conclusions grafted on stoical premises I 
Tull;' quoting Epictetus, and Seneca supporting his 
SDtithesea on the authority of monkish rhyme I 
Scarcely a month el^)6ecf without our putting fiMlh 
at least two volumes, so that the press was kept 
continnally grosning under the weight of onr trans- 
gvessions. What seemed most extraordinaiy of all 
was, that these literary larcenies were palmed upon 
the puxidiasers for spick aud spap new wares, and 
if, by any strange and improbable dutnoe, a thick- 
headed critio should stumble with his noddle smack 
against some palpable plagiarism, the author wookt 
plead gnilty to the indictment, and make a merit of 
serving up at seoond-hand 



He was also a great commentator, and filled bis 
notes chuck fuU of so much erudition ss to multiply 
whole pages of discussion upon what homely com- 
mon-sense would have consigned to the brief altem*- 
tive of a qaery : — 

DlqaUa of Ite or Te, or Alt or At, 
To loaitd or rink In cam O or A, 
Or slve op Ckeio to C or K. 



^d by Google 



scTPio's sToar. 269 

Ab almost every author, ethioal and didactic, firom 
Hesiod down to huoBelf, took hia torn to dangle cm 
some one or otlier of our mantucr^t garlands, it was 
impoBsible for me not to eack in somewhat of sage 
nurtore &om so copious a stream of pUlosopby : it 
wonid be rank ingratitude to shift off my obligation. 
My handwriting also became strictly and decidedly 
l^ible, by dint of continual transcription ; my estate 
was more that of a pupil than of a servant, and my 
morals were not neglected, while my mind was 
polished, and my fitculties raised above tlieir former 
level. Sclpio, he used to say, when he chanced to 
hear of any serving lad with more cunning thsa 
honesty in his dealings, beware, my good boy, how 
you take after the evil example of that graceless 
villun. " The honor of a servant is his fidelity; 
his highest viitaes are submission and obedience. Be 
studious of thy master's interests j be diligent in bis 
afiairs, and &ithful to the trust which he reposeth in 
thee. Thy time and thy labor belong unto him. 
Defraud him not thereof, for he payeth thee fin: 
them." To sum up all, Don Ignacio lost no oppor- 
tunity of leading me on in the path of virtue, and 
his prudent counsels sank so deep into my heart, aa 
to keep under anything like even the slightest wiah 
of pbying him a rogue's trick during the fifteen 
months which I spent in his service. 

I have already mentioned that Doctor de Ipigna 
was a native of Madrid. He had a relation there, 
by name Catalina, waitbg^naid to the lady who 
offidated as nurse to the heir-appanoit. This abi- 
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giil, tin HUM tfannigh yrbo»t intemntioa I got 
&gaot ie S«atUlMD« i«l«Med Snxa dte tower of 
S^oviftt intent on rendsring a eerrioe to Don Ign»- 
cio, [Nnvulcd with Kar miitreM to petition (Jm Dukft 
of L«rnui for aome prefbnnent. H« minister munfid 
him ftr tli4 KrohdMOoniy of Grenada, which, as a 
conqtKffied Connby, is in ths kin^s gift. We n> 
paired iiaiudiatfll;^ to Madrid on receiving the intd* 
ligenca, as the doctor wished to thank his patronessei 
befor* b« took possession of his benefice. I had 
mora than one oppMlnnitj of seeing Catalina, and 
Moversing with her. The cheerful turn of my ton- 
par and a certain easy air of good company' were alto- 
gether to hflf tafit« ; for my part, I found her so much 
to my Ifting, that 1 oouM not help saying yes to tfaa 
little advances o( partiality which she made in my 
fovor I in short, we got to feel very kindly towards 
each other. You must not write a comment with 
your nails, my dear Beatrice, on this episode in the 
romance of my amouis, becauBe I was firmly per* 
■naded of your inoonstancy, and you will allow that 
heresy, though impious, being also blind, my pen* 
nance may reasonably be remitted on sinone con* 
TenioQi 

In the mean time, Doctor Igutdo was making 
ready to set out fia- Gr»iada. His rdalion and my- 
self, out of our wits at the impending separation, 
had recourM to an expedient whit^ rescued us irom 
it! horrors : I shammed illness, complained of my 
head, Ci»n|dMned of my chest, and made a diarao- 
tariatio wry &08 for enry pain and ache hi As eate> 
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logiM of httoUB bi&«^tiw. My ttUdter ekll«d in % 
|thy«t<aan) who told &M Willi a giavA &c«, after put^ 
dag hii d^aettioiu la the oboaI coune, that my Oom- 
{daiuttrwofamut^BiMeieriouBliatunthanit ttiight 
appear to m^mi^aBioiul obteiVatiOA, and that, ao- 
oording to sU preseot livelihood, I diooM keep lay 
tihambcr a t(Kig time. Huddctor, impntieiittotahe 
poMessioo ^ his tM*efl>rmta)t, did not think it quite 
ko wall to d^y hi« departure, but ehoie Mther to 
hii« anotfabr boy t he therefbra contented himself with 
JMirtrUng HM oveT to the oarfl of a nurMt with whom 
be leftasuuofmoasy tobutyme if I shonld die* of 
to Tomunerate me for my Bervicea if I should fecorer. 
As soon at I 'kxi.isn Den IgnadO to be safe on the 
koad &x Gmia&i I WiU cm^ of all my maladies. 
I got tip) Atad« my final bow to the phymcian who 
had etiltced so diMOngh a kaowledge Of my case) 
and fit^ly turned toy nurse out <^ doors, trho mode 
her retreat good wiUt baggage and ammonidon 
to the amouat of more than half the som for which 
aha ou^t to have accounted with me. While I was 
ttiaeting the AA man, Catalina was playing anothef 
part about the person of her mietreBS, Donna Anna 
de Qxufme,, into whose conceptitHt having, by dint of 
many a wordy process, inserted the notion that I 
was the man (^ all othtfs ready cut and dry fcff aQ 
intrigue, ^ induced her to choose me for one of her 
agents. ThO royal and most catliolic nurse, whose 
genina for great undertakings was either produced 
»r .exasperated by the love of great possessions, hav* 
Ingcocasitm for suitable ministers, reeeiT«d m« amott^ 
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her huigerB-oa, and loet no oppottnmty of m 
ing how fiw I vu for ber pstpoee. She oonfided 
some ootnimeuoiu to my care, which, vaiu^ ifMUt, 
called for no little address, and what litey called for 
was ready at hand : aocordingly she gave me all 
possible oedit for the diligent execution of my office, 
while mj discontent swelled hi^ agunst her for fob- 
bing me off with the oold recompoue of approbatacHi. 
.The good lady was so abominably aTaridmia as not 
to give me a working partner's share in tfie [xnfita 
of my industiy, nor to allow for the wear and tear 
of my craisdence. She seemed inclined to consider, 
that, by paying me my wages, all the reqniaitiona of 
ChristianGhBrity were made good between us. Hub 
excess of illiberal economy would soon have parted 
us, had it not been for the foscination of Catalina's 
gentle virtues, who became more deepravtdy in love 
with me from day to day, and completed the par- 
oxysm by a formal proposal of marriage. 

Fair and softly, my pretty friend, said I : we most 
look before we, leap into that bottomless gulf: the 
first point to be settled is to ascertain the death of a 
young woman who obtained the refosal before you, 
and made me supremely happy for no other purpose 
but to anticipate the purgatory of an intermediate 
state in the present. All a mere sham, a pntroffl 
answered Catalina : yon swear you are married only 
by way of throwing a genteel veil over your aUior- 
rence of my person and manners. In vaio did I 
call all the powers to witness that what I said wa^ 
solemnly true : my sincere avowal was oonsidered aa 
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II BMCeeo^ of my oonntemnoe ; the lady wu griev- 
otuly ofifanded, and changed her v^old behavior in 
xeffxd to me. There was no downri^t qnairel ; 
but our tender intercourse beoame vieibly more rigid 
and unaooommodatiDg, bo that nothing fiirther tot^ 
place between us bat cold formali(7 and conuntm* 
place attentions. 

Joflt at the nick of time, I heard that Signer Gil 
Bbu de Santillane, secretary to the prime minister 
of the Spanish monarchy, wanted a serrant ; and tha 
situation was the more flattering, aa it bore the bell 
among all the Taoandee of the court roister office. 
Signer de Santillane, they told me, was one of the 
fint men, high in favor with the Duke of Lerma, 
and amaequently in the direct road to fortune : his 
heart, too, was cast in the mould of generosity ; by 
doing his business, yon most assnredly did your own. 
Hie opportunity was too good to be neglected: I 
went uid offered myself to Signer Gil Bias, to whom 
I fcJt my heart grow &om the first ; for my sent^ 
ments were fixed by the turn of bis physiognomy. 
There could be no question about leaving the royal 
and most catholic nurse for him ; and it is to bo 
hoped I shall never have any other master. 

Here ended Scipio's story. But he continued 
speaking, and addressed himself to me. Signer de 
SantiUane, do me the &vor to assure these ladies 
that you have always known me fin* a failhftil and 
aealous servant. Your testimony will stand me iu 
good stead, and vouch for a sincere reformation in 
the son of Cosctina. 
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Yes, ladies, awd I, it is ertai m. Though Scqio 
in hia childhood waa a very so^w-gnce, he haa bem 
bam anew, and is now the exact model of a tnntj 
domestic. Far &om having any oomphdnts to make 
agwiist him , my dbbt is iafinite. On the fiual mAt 
•nhm I was carried off to the tower of Scoria, he 
saved my efiects from pillage, and refunded what be 
might have taken to him«elf with impimily : not con- 
tented with reacuing my worldly pelf, he came out 
of pan fiiendah^ and shut b iTn gpl f up with n>e in 
my ^iaon, jneferring the melancholy sympathies <^ 
adrezae fortone to all the chums of lusty, booyut 
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CHAPTER I. 
cosTAanre rax avajMor or thb osgAnar jot nur Btz 

SLAB SVSR FELT, FOLLOWED UP. AS OUB OltMATBBT PLEAS- 
tntEE TOO QESERALLT ASE. BY THE MOST MKLAWCBOLt 
EVEXT or SIB LIFE. OMMAT OBAHOEB AT COURT, FROaOO- 

ISO. Axosa orasR importajit be vol utjosb, tbx retumh 
OF saxtillasb. 

I HATH obaerved already that Antonia and Beatrice 
understood one aoother perfectly well ; the latter fill- 
ing meekly and modestly into the trammela of a 
humble attendant on her la^, and the former taHHg 
very kindly to the rank of a mietreM and auperior. 
S<apio and myself were hnabands too rich in natnze'B 
^fts and in the affectiona of our Bpooses, not very 
Boon to have the satis&ction of beooming &therB ; 
our lasses vere as women wish to be who love their 
lords, almost at the same moment. Beatrice's time 
was up first ; she was eafdy delivered of a daughter ; 
and in a few days afterwards Antonia completed the 
general joy by presenting me with a son. I sent 
my secretary to Valencia with the welcome tidings : 
the goremor came to I^rias with Seraphina and the 
Marchioneaa de Pli^o, to be present at the b^>tift- 
mal ceremony ; for he made it bis pleasure to add dns 
testinKmy of afiectioD to all his former Vmrfntmn 
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Am dwt noblemAn stood godfiidier, and theMudik»* 
«08 godmother to my bod, he was named Alphonoo ; 
and the govemor'a \aAy, vrishmg to dnw the hcmdi 
tS apoii8(»nhip still closer in this friendly party, stood 
Sea SdiHo's daog^ter, to whom we gave the name of 
Stf^>hinft. 

Hie rejoidngB at the birth of my son were not 
oonfined to the mansicoL-hoiise : the Tillagers of Ur* 
ia» celebrated the event by festivities, whkh wen 
meant as a grateful token, to prove how much the 
little neighboriiood partook in all the sadsbctioiu of 
their landloid. Bat alas ! oar carousals were of 
short continuance ; or, to speak more suitably to die 
iobject, they were turned into weeping, wwling* and 
lamentation, by a oatastro^ie whidi more than twen- 
ty years have not been sufficient to blot £rom my 
memory; nor will fiitaie time, howeva distant, 
make me think of itbutwiththebittereBt tetzospeot. 
My son died ; and his mother, thoo^ perfeclfy le- 
GOTCied from ha confinement, very soon followed 
him : a violent fever carried off my dear wife after 
we had been married fbuiteen months. Let tfw 
reader conoeiTe, if he is eqoal to the task, the grief 
witli which I was overwhelmed : I fell into a stufwl 
insenailnli^, and felt my loss so severely as to seem 
not to teel it at all. I rGotained in this condition for 
five or six days, in on obstinate detolniuatiDn to tdn 
no nourishment; and I verily believe that, had ft 
not been for Scqiio, I should either have starved my- 
•elft or my heart would have bant ; but my ween- 
taiy. well knowing bow to Moommodate hunadf to 
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Ae tdrnings and windings of the human heart, con- 
trived to cheat my Borrows by falling in with their 
tone and tenor : he was artdd enough to reconcile 
me to the duty of taking food, by serving up soups 
and liji^ter &re with so disconsolate an arrangemmt 
of features, that it looked as if he urged me to the 
revolting employment, not so mudi to preserve my 
life, KB to perpetuate and render immortal my afflic- 
tion. 

Hiis afiectionate servant wrote to Don Alphonso 
to let him know of the misfortune wliidi had hxp- 
pened to me, and my lamentable condition in ccmse- 
qoence. That tender-hearted and compassionate 
ttoUeman, that generous fiiend, very soon repaired 
to Lirias. I cannot recall the moment when he first 
presented himself to my view, witiiout even now 
brang sensibly afibcted. My- dear Santillane, said 
he, embracing me, I am not oome to ut&ir you im- 
pertinent ooneolittion, but to weep over Antonia 
wi& you, as yon would have wept with me over 
Semphina, had die hand of death snatched her from 
me> In good truth, his tears bore te«timony to his 
wncerity, and. his sighs were blended with mine in 
the most fiiendly sympathy. Though overwhelmed 
widi my affliction, I ftUt in the most lively manner 
die kindness of I>on Alphonso. 

Hie governor had a long conversation wilb Scipio 
respecting the measures to be taken for overcoming 
my despair. They judged it best to remove me 6a 
some time fiom Lirias, where eveiy object iuceflsant< 
I7 bioa^ bade to my mind die image of Antonia. 
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On this wxxnmt tUc son of Don Omar propowd c0> 
lying me badt with him to Valencia ; aitd n^ aecie- 
taiy seconded the phm Trith bo many anansweraUe 
ai^mnents, that I made no further opposition. I 
left Stupio and his wife on my estate, where n^ 
longer stay could have prodooed no olLer effect but 
that of sggravatiog and enhancing all my surruws, 
aitd took my own departure with die governor. On 
my arrival at Valencia, Don Oeesar and his dao^itec^ 
ifrJaw spared no exertions to divert my sottowb &mn 
perpetual Ivooding ; they pUed me alternately with 
every sort of aauuement, the moet proper to torn 
die current of my thoughts to passing objects ; but, 
in spite c^ all their pains, I remained phmged in 
melan c holy, itheaea duy were iocmnpetent to draw 
me out. Nor was it for want of Scipio's kind at- 
tentiooB that my peace of mind was still so hopeless : 
he was continually going hack and fore between Ur- 
ias and Valeneui to inquire after me ; and his joDtney 
home was cheerfol or gloomy in proportion as he 
fbuttd more or less disposition in me to listen to the 
voids of comfort, and to reward the affectionate 
solicitude of my friends. 

He came one morning into my room. Sir, said he, 
nith a great deal of notation in his manner, a report 
is current about town, in iriiich the whole monan^ 
is deeply interested : it is said that I%iUp the Third 
has departed this life, and that the prince, his aon, is 
aotoally seated on the throne. To this it is added 
that the cardinal Duke of Lerma has lost the proniep- 
sh^t* dut he is even fbtbidden to appear at coiirt« 
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aocl dnt Dcm Gaapard de Guzmaa, Count of CMi- 
TU6Z, is actually at the head of the admimBtxation. 
I felt a little agitated by this sudden diange, without 
knowing why. Sctpio caught at this manifestation, 
and asked whether the veering of the wind in the 
political horizon might not blow me some good. 
How is that possible ? What good oon it blow me, 
my wortl^ fiiend? answered I. The ooort and I 
have shaken hands once for all: tbererolationswhiicli 
may take place there are all alike indiferent to me. 
For a man at your time of life, replied that cmi- 
ning son of a diviner, you are uncommonly mortafied 
to all the uses of this world. Under your drcwn- 
stances my cntiosify would be all tdive ; I should go 
to Madrid and show my face to the young monarch, 
just to see whether he would reoollect it, merely &t 
the amusement of the diing. I imderstand you , said 
I ; you would have me return to court and try mj 
fortune again, or rather you would plunge me back 
into the golf of avarice and ambition. Why should 
such baleful passions any more take possession of 
your breast? rejoined Scipio. Do not so much play 
the calumniator on your own virtue. I will answer 
lor your fimmeas to yoiurself. TJio sound moral re- 
flectums which yonr disgrace has occasioned you to 
make on the vanities of a court life, are a sufficient 
seomity against all the dangers to be feared from 
that quarter. Embark boldly once agun upon an 
ocean where you are acquainted with every shoal and 
rock in the dangerous navigation. Hold your tongue, 
JOB flatterer, aud I w^ a smile of no ray pontire 
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diflcouragemeut ; are jou weary of seemg me lead 
ft retired and traDquil liie? I tlura^ my xepoM 
had been mora dear to yoa. 

Just at this period of our convenadon, Don C«— r 
and bia aon, came in. They confirmed the nem of 
the king's death, as veil aa the Dnke of Lenna'a 
miefbrtune. It iq>peaied, moreover, that llue miuf 
later, having leqaested permisaion to retire to Borne, 
had not been able to obtun it, but was oidend to 
ocmfine h™nff lf to bis marqoisate at Denia. On 
du0, as if th^ had been in league with my eecret ai y, 
they advised me to go to Madrid and aSkr my caa- 
gratulationB to ihe new king, aa one of hia former 
aoqnuntancee, with the merit of having rendoed fagm 
even aoob services aa the great are i^ to reward 
more willingly than some which are performed with 
deaner bands. For my part, eaid Don Alpbonso, 
I have no doubt but they will be libendly aclound- 
edged : Iliilip the FourUi is bound in hoaar to p^ 
tita Prince of Spain's debts. X consider die afiair 
just in the same light as you do, said Don Geaar; 
and Santillane's visit to oourt will doubtless ^ove 
the occasion of bia arriving at the vezy first emptoj' 
ments. 

Li good troth, my noble friends, exclaimed I, yoa 
do not consider what yoa are ta-lVing aboota It 
should seem, were one to give ear to liie aoodiing 
words of you both, as if I had nothing to do but to 
ahow my &ce at Madrid, and reorave the key of of- 
fice, or some foreign govemmeitt, for my pwns ; but 
yoa an egrcgiaiiBly mistaken. I am, on die coof 
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baiyt well persuaded Uiat the king would paae me 
over u a Btnnger, irere I to throw mjeelf in Mb 
way. I vill make the experijuent if yon wish it, 
joerely for the sake of nndeceiTing you. Hie loidft 
of Le^va took me at my word, so that I could not 
help ptomiaing them to set out without loss of time 
for Madrid. No sooner did my eecretaiy perceive 
my mind tiilly made up to the prosecution of this 
jonnuy, than his ecetaaies were wound np to the 
highest jntdi : he was satisfied within himself, tiiat 
if I did but present my excellent person before the 
new monandi, he would immediately single me out 
fiom tiie crowd of political candidates, and weigh me 
down under a load of dignities and emoluments. 
On the strength of these conjectures, puffing himself 
oat and amusing his fancy with the most splendid ex- 
traTHganceB of device, he rused me up to the first 
oflkes of the state, and pushed fbrwud his own pre- 
foment in the path of my exaltation. 

I therefore made my arrangements for vetoming to 
court, without the most distant intoition of ^ain 
■acrificing at the shrine of fortune, but merely to 
convince Don Onear and his sou of thdr error in 
irpitgin^g that I was at all likdyto ingratiate myself 
with the sovereign. It is tme that then was some 
little lurking vani^ at the bottom of all my philoso- 
phy, ipnmtiiig up in the shi^ of a desire to ascav 
tain vriiether my royal master would throw away a 
thou^ on me now in ^ firing time of his new 
and bhishtsg honors. Led out of that course solely 
by that tempter, curiosity, without m dream of hope. 
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or aii7 pnotical oontriraoce for tanuog tbe new 
reign to my own indiTidaal advaiititge, I set ont fer 
Madrid irith Scipio, oonugiuiig tbe management at 
my hoiudtold to Beatrice, who was wdl sldlled in all 
tke arts of domestic econtHny. 



CSAPTEn II. 
oil. BUS ARRirsa i.v Madrid, a.vd uases his ArpEAt- 

AHCE AT COURT; TBK KISO IS BLESSED WITS A BETTEC 
ilBMORT TSAJf MOBT OF BIS COVRTIEBB. ASD XEOOM- 

MESDa SIM TO ras j/oticb or uia prime MaiaaM- 

COSSEQCElfCES OF THAT RECOMilENDATIOlf. 

We got to Madrid in leas tlian eight days, Dmi 
AIphoiiBo having ^ven us two of his best hones, 
that we might lose no time on the road. We 
alighted at a ready-furnished lodging, where I had 
lived formerly, kept by Vincent Ferrero, my oM 
landlord, who was tmcommonly glad to see me again. 

As this man prided himself on being in the secret 
of whatever was going forward either in ooort or 
ci^, I oakcd liim after the best news. Hiere is 
plenty of it, whether best or worst, answered be. 
Since the deatli of Philip the Third, the friends and 
partisans of the cardbal Duke of Lerma have been 
moving heaven and earth to support bis eminence oh 
tbe pinnacle of ministerial aolhority ; but their effi)rt9 
have been in«tfectaal : the Count of OUvarez has 
carried the day, in spite <£ all their indtutiy. It is 
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alleged that Spain ivill be ao loser by tho ezchuige, 
and that the present premier is possessed of a genius 
80 extensive, a mind bo capacious, that he would be 
competent to wield the machine of universal gorern- 
ment. New tmwms, they say, sweep clean 1 Bat, 
at all events, you may take this for certain, that the 
public is fiiUy impressed with a very &vorable 
opinion of his capacity; we shall see hy and by 
whether the Duke of Lerma's situation is well or ill 
filled up. Ferrero, having got his tongue into die 
light train for wagging, gave me all iha particnlars 
of all tho changes which had taken place at court 
since the Count of Olivarez had taken his seat at the 
helm of the state vessel. 

Two days after my nirival at Madrid I repaired 
to the royal palace, after my dinner, and threw 
myself in the king's way as he was oossing the 
lobby to his closet ; but his notice was not at all 
attracted by my aj^>earance. Next day, I returned 
to ihs same place, bnt vrith no better success. On 
the third day he looked me full in the ftce as he 
p asse d by ; but the stare was perfectly vacant, as far 
M my intoiest or my vanity was concerned. This 
being the case, I resolved in my own mind what was 
jm)per to be done. You see, said I to Scipio, who 
accompanied me, that the king is grown out of my 
recollection ; or if his memory is not become more 
fiail with the elevation of his circumstauoes, he has 
some private reasons for not choosing to renew the 
acquaintanC84 I think we cannot do better than 
make our ynej back as fast as poseibte for Valencia. 
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Let us not be in too great a hun; for t2ut, air, 
answered my eecxetary ; you know better than myadf, 
liaving aerred a long apprenticeship, that thoe is no 
getdog on at ooint without patience and penever- 
ance. Be indefatigable in exhibiting your perMm to 
the piince'a ref;arda : 1^ dint of forcing yonraelf on 
hia obeerrationi you will oblige him to ask himadtf 
the question who this aseidaous frequenter of hii 
haunts can possibly be, when memory must come to 
bis ud, aud trace the features of his cheiq>ener in the 
purchase of the lovely Catalina's good graces. 

That Scipio might have nothing to reproach me 
witli, I so fiir lent myself to his wishes as to oontjniia 
the sfune proceeding for the space of three weeks ; 
when at length it happened one day that the nKHiaiT:h, 
noticing the frequeni^ of my appearance, sent for 
me into his presence. I went into the closet, not 
without some perturbation of mind at the idea of a 
private interview with my sovereign. Who are yoa ? 
said he ; your featores are not altogether strange to 
me. Where have I seen you F Flease your na^esty, 
answered I, trembling, I had the honor of escorting 
you one night with the Count of Lemos to the house 
of . . . Ah I I recollect it perfectiy, cried the 
prince, as if a sudden li^t had broke in upon him j 
you were the Duke of Lerma's secretary ; and if I 
nm not mistaken, your name is Santillane. I haw 
not forgotten that on the occasion alluded to yon 
served me with a most commendable zeal, lut received 
a left-handed recompense lor your exertions. Did 
}?>a not get into prison at the condarion of tin 
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ndTantme? Yes, please your majea^, replied I ; my 
confinemeDt in tlie tower of Segovia lasted sbt 
montliB ; bnt your goodness was ezerdsed in procur> 
tag my release. Hat, replied he, does not cancel 
my debt to my fiuthful servant Sandllane : it is not 
enough to have lestored him to liberty ; for I oug^t 
to maika him ample amends for the evils which he 
has ioffered on the ecwe of his alacrity in my 
ooQcenu. 

Just as the prince was uttering these ^rords, the 
Count of Olivarez camo into the closet. The nerves 
of &vorite8 are shaken by every breath, their irrita^ 
bili^ excited by eveiy trifle: he was as much 
astonished as any &vorite need be at the sight of a 
stranger in that place, and the king redoubled his 
wondering propensities by the following reconunen- 
dation : Count, I consign this yOung man to your 
care ; employ him, and let me find that you provide 
for his advancement. The minister affected to receive 
dtis order with the most gracious acquiescence, but 
looked me over Scorn head to fbot, witb a glance from 
die comer of his eye, and was on tenter-hooks to 
find oat who had been so strangely saddled upon him. 
Go, my fnend, added the sovereign, addressing him- 
self to me, and waving his hand finr me to withdraw ; 
the count will not ^1 to avail himself of your 
services in a manner the most conducive to the 
interasts of my government, and the establishment 
of yoor own fortunes. 

I immediately went out of the closet, and made the 
beet of my way to tlie son of Cosclina, who, being 
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oremm witli unpatioice to inqoiie vrhat the khig 1h4 
been toUdng about, fiimbled at his fingers' ends, and 
waa all over in an agitation. His fint question waa, 
whether we were to i^nm to Valemcia or becxHue a 
part of the court. You ahall form your owncoDcln- 
sione, anawered I, at the same time delightii^ him 
with an account, woid for woid, of the little ctmvo- 
Bstion I had just held with the monarch. My dear 
master, said Scipio, at once, in the excesa of his joy,. 
wiU you take me for your almanao-roaker another 
time? You must acknowledge that we were not id 
the wrong : the lorda of Leyra and myself have oni 
eye-teeth about ua I a journey to Madrid was the 
only measure to bo adopted in such a caae. Already 
I anticipate your appointment to an eminrnt port : 
you will turn out to be, some time or odier, a Calde- 
rona to the Count of Olivarez. That is by no meana 
the object of my ambition, observed I in return ; the 
employment is placed on too ru^^ an eminence to 
excite any longings in my mind. I could wish for a 
good situation, T^iere there could be no induconait 
to do what mi^t go agunst my conscience, and 
where the &TorB of my prince are not likely to be 
bartered away for filthy lucre. Having experienced 
my own unfitness for the possessioa of patronage, I 
cannot be sufficiently on my guard against the inroads 
of avarice and ambition. Xever think about that, 
mr, replied my secretary ; the minister will give you 
wtaa handsome appointment, which you may fill 
without any in^eachment of your int^ri^ or is^ 
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InduMd WOK by Sc^io'a impoitimity than my own 
curiod^, I repaired the following day, before BimnBe, 
to the leaidenoe of tbe Count d'OUvarez, having been 
iofonned that every moming, whether in Btmuner or 
frinter, he gave audience by candlelight to all comeiE. 
I ensconced myself modestly in a comer of the saloon, 
and from my lurldn^place took especial notice of the 
count when he made his appearance, for I had mariced 
his person but cursorily in the king's closet. He was 
above tbe middle stature, and mi^t pass for fat in a 
country where it is a rarity to see any but lean sub- 
jects. His shoulders were so high, as to look exactly 
as if he was humpbacked ; but appearances were 
slanderous; for bis blade-bones, thou^ inelegant, 
were a pair ; his bead, which was lai^ enough to be 
oapadouB, dropped down upon his chest by the on- 
widdiness of its own weight ; his hair was black and 
unconscious of a curl, his &ce lengthened, his com- 
plexion olive-colored, his mouth retiring inwards, 
witb the sharp-pointed, tum-up chin of a pantaloon. 

This whole arrangement of structure and symmetry 
did not exactly make up the complete model of a 
nobleman according to the ideas of ancient art; 
nevertheless, as I believed him to be in a temper of 
mind &vorable to the gratification of my wishes, I 
looked at his defecta with an indulgent eye, and found 
liim a man very much to my satis&ction. One of 
llie best points about him was, that he rec^ved the 
public at large with the utmost a&bility and oom- 
^iaiceaay, holding out his hand for petitions with as 
imich good humor as if he were the penon to be 
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oUiged; tadduawas a suffident set-off agalmi mj. 
tiling nntowird in the expremoa of his oonntencnoe. 
In the mean time, when, in my turn, I came funnnl 
to pay my respects and make myself known to him, 
be darted at me a ^ance of mde dislike andfrigfatfiil 
menace j then, taming his back, without oondeeoend^ 
ing to give me audience, retired into his cloeet. 
Then it was that the u^inees of this nobleman's 
features appeared in all the extravagance of carica- 
ture, BO that I made the best of my way ont of the 
saloon, thunderstmck at bo savage a recepticm, and 
quite at a loss how to conjecture what mi^it be the 



Having got back to Scipio, who was waiting for 
me at the door. Can you guees at all, said I, what 
sort of a greeting tnine was ? No, answered he, not 
as to the minute paiticnlarB ; but with respect to the' 
substance, easily enou^ : the minister, ready upon 
all ocoasionB to &1I in with the fazudes of his royal 
master, must of course have made you a handsome 
offer of an ostensible and Incrative situation. That 
is all you know about the matter, replied I, and thai 
went on to acquunt him circumstantially with all 
that passed. He listened to me with serious atten- 
tion, and then sud, The count could not have rec- 
ollected your person ; or rather, he must have been 
deceived by a fortuitous resemblance betweot you 
and some impertinent suitor, I would advise you to 
tiy another interview ; I will lay a wager be will 
look on you more kindly. I adopted my eecretaiy's 
•aggesttoD> and stood ibr the second time in the 
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preflmce of the mbuater; bat he, behaving to me 
atiU worse than at first, puckered up his features the 
nunnent mj unlucky oouutenaooe oame within taa 
ken, juBt u if ^ was connected with some lodged 
htte and certain loathing, which of fi>rce swayed 
liim to offend) himself being olfended; after 
this significant demonstration, he tnraed away his 
glaring eyeballs, and withdrew without uttering a 
word. 

I was stnng to the quick by so hostile a treaty 
ment, and in a humor to set out immediately on my 
return to Valencia ; but to that project S<upio nn^ 
formly opposed his steady oi^^ections, not knowing 
how for the life of him to port with those flattering 
hopes which iancy had engendered in his brain. Do 
you not see plainly, said I, that the count wishes to 
drive me away &om court ? The monarch has tes- 
tified in his presence some sort of &TorabIe intention 
towaids me, and is not that enou^ to draw down 
apon me the thorough hatred of the monarch's 
&yorito? Let us drive before the wind, my good 
oomrade ; let us make up our minds to pot quietly 
into port, and leave the open sea and the honors of 
the flag in the possession of an enemy with whom 
we are too feeble to oootend. Sir, answered he, in 
high resentment against the Count of Olivarez, I 
vrould not strike so easily. I would go and com- 
plain to the king of the contempt in which his 
minister held his leoommeDdation. Bod advice, 
indeed, my fiiend, said I ; to take so impmdeDt a 
■tep as that would soon Ining Utter repentaitce in 
VOL. m. ifl 
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the train of ha conaeqaencM. I do not' even ktiov 
ifbetber it is wfe for me to renuun oa^ Irager in thi> 
tows. 

At this hint, m^ secretary conuntuud a little with 
hif own thou^ita ; and, oonaJdering that in point of 
tmt we had to do with a man iriw k^ the key of 
the tower of Segovia in his pocket, my fean beonoe 
natoralized in his breast. He no longer opposed iny 
earnest desire of leaving Madrid, and I deterBuned 
to take my measures accordingly on the very neit 
day. 



CHAPTER III. 
tBM txoJKcT or MtroMtan a rBMfMimD, awb mmmfm 

JfAVAKRO BR0O€BT UPQV THK atAOB A9AJK it AX ACT OF 

annjj. bmbtice. 

On my way home to my lod^^ngs I met Joseph 
Navarro, whom the reader will recollect as on the 
establishment of Don Balthasar de Zuniga, and one 
of my old &iends. I made my bow first at a di^ 
tance, then went up to him, and asked whether he 
knew me again, and if he would still be so good as 
to speak to a wretch who had repaid his fiiendahqi 
widi ingratitude. You acknowledge then, said be, 
that yon have not behaved veiy handsomely by me? 
Yes, answered I ; and you are fiilly justified in lay- 
ing on your reproaches thick and threefold : I deserve 
them all, unless, indeed, my guilt may be thou^ 
to have been atoned by the remorse of conedoxe 
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Bttendftnt on it. Since jou have repented of your 
DUMondoct, replied XtTwro, raabradng me, I oa^A 
no longer to hold it in remembrance. For my part, 
I knew not how to hug Joseph clow oiou^ in my 
arms ; and we both of vu reromed our original kind 
feelings towards one another. 

He had heard of my imprisonment and tlte de- 
rangement of my afiairs ; but of what Avowed he 
was totally ignorant. I informed him of it ; relating, 
word for word, my conrerBation with the king, with- 
out auppreaeing the minist^s late ungracious reoep* 
tion of me, any more than my present purpose of 
retiring into my favorite obscuri^. Beware of r^ 
moving from the scene (faction, said he, since the 
sovereign has shown a disposition to befriend you : 
there are always uses to be made of such a (uroum- 
stance. Between ourselves, the Count of Olivarez 
has somethii^ rather unaccountable in his character : 
he is a vciy good sort of nobleman, but rather 
whimsical withal; sometimes, as on the present 
occaoiou, he acts in a most offensive manner, and 
none but fiimself can fiimieh a clew to disentangle 
the intricate diread of his motives and their results. 
But however tlua may be, or whatever reasons mi^t 
have swayed him to give yon so scurvy a reoqition, 
Iceep your fi>oting here, and do not budge ; he will 
not be able to hinder you from thriving under the 
royal dtelter and protection ; take my word for that I 
I will just give a hint upon the subject this evening 
to Signor Don Bslthasar de Zuniga, my master ; he 
is imde to the Count of OHvam'- KnA Mhaiee with 
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him in the toils and canB of oflioe. NaTarro, hanng 
givoi me this asBuranoe, inquired where I lived, and 
then we parted. 

It was not long before we met again ; for he cama 
to call on me the very next daf. Sigoor de Santit 
lane, said he, 70U are not without a protects; mj 
master will lend you hie powerful supprat : on. the 
strength of the good character which I have given 
your lordship, he has promised to speak to his nejdiew, 
the Count of Olivarez, in your behalf; and I doabt 
not but he will efiectually pr^Masees him in your 
fiivor. My friend Kavairo, not meaning to serve me 
\ij halves, introduced me two days aftwwatda to Don 
Balthazar, who said, with a gracious air, Signor de 
Santillane, your friend Joseph has pnmonnced your 
pan^;yric in terms which have won me over cchu- 
pletely to 3rour interest. I made a low obeisaooe to 
Signor de Zunig«, and answered, that to the latest 
period of my life I should entertain the moet livdy 
sense of my obligation to Navano for having secured 
to me the protection of a minister who was consid- 
ered, and that for the best reasons possible, as the 
presiding genius, the greater lominary, or, as it were, 
the eye and mind of the F»iT'i"^J^''J council. Don 
Balthasar, at this unexpected stroke of flattoy, 
cl^iped me on the shoulder with an ^^noving 
chuckle, and returned my compliment by a more 
significant intimation : You may call on ^e Count 
of Olivarez again to-morrow, and then you will have 
more reason to be pleased with him. 

For the third time, therefore, did I make my 
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^pearance before the prime minister, who, pickiDg 
me out from among the mob of suitore, cast upon 
me a look conveying vrith it a simper of welcome, 
from which I ventured to draw a good omen. This 
is all as it should be, said I to myself; the ande has 
brou^t the nephew to his proper bearings. I no 
longer anticqmted any other than a favorable recep- 
tion, and my confidence was fiillj justified. The 
count, after having given audience to the {H^omiscu- 
ous crowd, took me with him into his closet, and 
Mud with a finnilinr address, My friend Santillane, 
you most excuse the little disquietude I have occa- 
sioned you merely ftir my own amusement ; it was 
done in sport, though it was death to you, for the 
sole purpose of practising on your discretion, and 
observing to what measures your disgust and disap- 
pointment would incite yon. Doubtless you must 
have concluded that your services were displeasing 
to me ; but on the contrary, my good fellow, I must 
confess frankly, that, as far as appears at present, 
yon are perfectly to my mind. Though the king, 
my master, had not enjoined me to take charge of 
your fbrtones, I should have done so of my own 
free <dioice. Besides, my uncle, Don Baltlusar de 
Znniga, to whom I can refuse nothing, has requested 
me to consider you as a man for whom he particu- 
lariy interests himself; that alone would be enough 
to fix my confidence in you, and make me most sin- 
cerely your friend. 

This outset of my career produced so lively an im- 
presmon on my feelings, that they became unin' 
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tdtigibly tanaoltiious. I threw mjsdf it tbe anut- 
tcr*«-ftet, who insisted m myrinng imiiwirliBfcij, 
and then went on -to the fidlowiog oSect: Kteni 
Mibur to-^j after dinner, asd uk tor mj stewaid ; 
be will Boqnunt yon with the orders «4tidi I dnD 
b»Te ffYsa him. With these words his exceDoiey 
broke up the conference to hear nuus, Mowdiag to 
his constant cnstmu eTery day after giving audieoa*} 
be tbea sM^Mled the king's levee. 



CHATTER IT. 

90. BLAB nreMATIATSa BOtahF WITS THE COUMT OF 



I DID not &il returning after dinner to tbeprins 
minister's booM, and askiag iai his steward, whoes 
name was Dim Bayraend C^xsris. Mo sooner had I 
made myself known, than payt^ his aiviUtiefl to bw 
in the most respectful manner, Sir, said he, Mlow 
me, if you please : I am to do myself the bcDor ef 
showing you the way to the qwrtment whidt is 
ordered fiu- you in this &mily. Ibving spoken thos, 
be led me iqi a narrow staircase to a galleiy oon- 
municating with five or six kkmus, which composed 
lAno seeond story belonging to one wing of the hoasst 
and were ftmusbed neatly, but widioot ostoitatioa. 
You behold, resumed he, the lodging asngned yon 
1^ his lordship, where you will always have a t^ile 
%)S six persons, kq)t at bis expense. Yoa will ba 
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waited on hj bis own •erraDts ; and there will al- 
ways be a carria^ at yoor commaiid. Bat that is 
not aQ: his excellency insisted on it, in tbe moet 
pointed manner, that yon should be treated in ereiy 
lespect with the same attention as if you belonged to 
llie house of Guzman. 

What the devil is the meaning of all this ? said I 
within myself. What constmction ou^t I to put 
upon all these honors 7 Is there not some hnroorous 
pnuk at tlie bottom of it? and mnst it not be more 
in the way of diversion than anything else, that the 
Tninia**!- u flattering me up with so imposing an es- 
taUishment ? While I was ruminating in this nn- 
certainty, flactnating between hope and fear, a page 
came to let me know that the count was asking for 
me. I waited instantly on his lordship, who was 
quite alone in hie closet. Well I Santillane, said 
he, are you satisfied with your rooms, and with my 
orders to Don Raymond ? Your excellency'B liber- 
ality, answered I, seems out of all proportion widi 
its object ; so that I receive it with fear and trem- 
bling. Why so? replied he. Can I be too lavish 
of distinction to a man whom the king has committed 
to my care, and for whose interests be especially 
commanded me to provide ? No : that is impoenble ; 
aad I do no nxoe than my duty in placing yoo on a 
looting of respectability and consequence. No longer, 
therefore, let what I do fcv you be a subject of sur- 
prise ; but rely on it that splrador in the eye of tbe 
world, and the solid advantages of accumulating 
weahh, are equally-within your grasp, if you do but 
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Ktta<4i yovmelf fts fiutJifiill y to ate ss you dkl to tbft 
Duke of Lerma. 

Bot now that we are on the Bubject of that ooUe- 
num, continaed he, it is said that you lived oo tenns 
of penonal intiiiucy with him. I have a tttoag 
cariosity to le«ni the drcimutaiweB tiioch led to toot 
first acquaintance, as well as in what d^nrtmeDt yon 
acted under him. Do not ^eguise m: gloaa over the 
sli^test particular, for I shall not be satisBed with- 
out a full, true, and carcnmstantial recital. Then it 
•ras that I recollected in what an anbarrasaing pio- 
dicameut I stood with the Duke of Lama on a auni- 
lar occasion, and by what line of couduct I ezbicated 
myself: that same course I adopted once again with 
the happiest success ; whwel^ the reader is to under^ 
stand that throQ^unit my narrative I softened down 
the passages likely to give umbrage to my patron, 
and j^anced with a suporfidal delicacy over tranaao- 
tions which would have reflected but little histre on 
my own duracter. I likewise manifested a coond- 
erate tenderness for the Duke of Lerma ; thoo^, by 
giving that &Ilen &vorite no quarter, I should better 
have ccmsulted ^e taste of him whom I wished to 
please. As for Don Bodrigo de Gdderona, there I 
laid about me with the religious fury of a bishop in 
a battle. I brought together, and cUsplayed in die 
most glaring colors, all the aneodotee I had been aUe 
to pick up respecting his c(»nq>t practices and undei^ 
hand dealing in the sale of promotions, military, e^ 
denastical, and civil. 

What you have told me about Calderooa, cried 
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the minuter with eagerness, exactly sqiuu-ea tritK 
certain menurialB whicii have been presented to me, 
oontaining the heads of chai^;eB still more seriously 
affecting his character. He will very soon be put 
uptm his trial, and if yon have any wish to glut your 
revenge by his ruin, I am of opinion that the object 
of yoor desire is near at hand. I am iar &om thirst- 
mg after bis blood, said I, thon^, had it depended 
on bim, mine mi^t have been shed in the tower of 
Segovia, where he was tlie occasion of my taking 
lodgings for a pretty long term. What 1 inquired 
his excellency, was it Don Bodrigo who procured 
yoa that sudden journey ? This is a part of the story 
of whiofa I was not aware before. Don Baltbasar, 
to whom Navarro gave a snmmary of your adven- 
tures, told me, indeed, that the late king gave orders 
for your commitment, as a mark of his indignation 
against you ior having led the Prince of Spain astray, 
and taken him to a house of sospicious chaTncter in 
the night ; but that is all I know of the matter, and 
cannot, ibr the life of me, conjecture what port Cal- 
derona could possibly have had to play in that tragi- 
comedy. A [oincipal part, whether on the stage or 
in real life, answered I ; that of a jealous lover, tak- 
ing vengeance for an injury sustained in the tender- 
cst pcnnt. At the same time I related minutely all 
the &ct8 with which the reader is already acquainted, 
and toucdted his risible jmipensities, difScult as ^ey 
were of access, so exactly in the ri^t place, that he 
could not help wagging hie under-hung jaw in a 
paroxysm of huraor-ctricken ecstasy, and laug^iing 
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till be cried ftgWB. Catalina'a doi^de eut in Ae 
dnuns deligbted lum exoeedinglf; Imt aonietiiMi 
idkying the niece and aometimee pemotiatiiig de 
gnuddMigfater aeemed to tickle hia baay more dm 
■DTtfaiDg ; nor was be sHogetber inaOeidiTe to die 
mppeuBMiee ifbiob the Duke of Lenns made in du 
midignified fiuce of etate. 

Whea 1 had finished my stoiy, die ooont gmve ne 
leave to depart, nidi an asaonuioe dut on the neit 
(b^ be would net ftil to make trial of mj talenta tat 
bofliDeaa, I nn immediately to the fomily hotd of 
Zmiiga, to thank Don Bsltiiasar for his good offices, 
and to acqnflint my fiiend Joseph with the fiivmaUs 
di^KMitioiu of die prime minister, and my li 
prospects in consequenoe. 



CSATTES V, 

THE mrATB cosriBBATJOw (V e/x BtAa wnv makimm. 
AMD aa ritar sunorMtn a tbe smmvic* or rat 

COCKT B-OLirABXS. 

As soon aa I got to the ear of Joseph, I tedd Inm, 
with much trepidation of spirits, what a world of 
topics I had to depodt in his private ear. He to<A 
me where we mi^t be alone, when I asked him, 
after having communicated a key to tbe whole tarw^ 
action n^ to the present time, what he thoogfat of 
the business as it stood. I think, answered be, that 
you are in a ^r way to mdte an enormoos foitane. 
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£vei7diiiig tonu out according to your wiahee : yon 
bttve made yomwelf acce p ta i de to' the prime mitiMtcr; 
and what mnat be taken for sometliiBg in the aooocint« 
I can render yon the same Berrice as my uncle Hel'< 
cjiior de la Booda, when yon attaAed yoorself to the 
archiepacopal eetaUiahment of Grenada. He apared 
yon ihe trouble of finding out the weak side of that 
prdate and his principal officers, by disooTering their 
different diancters to yon ; and it is my purpose; 
after his example, to Imng you perfectly acquainted 
wi^ the count, his lady coantesa, and their trnfy 
daog^ter, Domta Maria de Gruzman. 

The ministei's parts are quick, his judgment pe»< 
etrating, and his talents altt^ether calculated for the 
formation of extenarre projects. He affects the credit 
of unironal genius, on the strength of a showy smat* 
tering in general science ; so that there is no subject, 
in his own oprnion, too difficult to be decided on hit 
mete antbority. He seta himself up for a practical 
lawyer, a complete general, and a politician of 
thwon^paced sagadty. Add to all this, that he 
is so obadnatety wedded to his own opinions, as un- 
diaogeably to persevere in the path of his own chalk* 
n^ tmt, to tfK AackatB rsHtewpt of bottar «kioet 
for fear of seeming to be infinoioed l^ any good 
MOM or intelligence but irint be would be thmigfat 
to eagtosa in the resources of his own mind. Be^ 
tween ourselves, dlis blot in his character may pro- 
duce strange oonsequoioes, which it may be well for 
the monarchy riionld indulgent heaven for the defect 
of human means avert t As for his talents- in couq'. 
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dl, he shines in debate hj the force of natural do* 
qnence, «od would write as well as be speaks if ba 
did not iigodiciouBly aSect a certain digni^ of st^ 
which dcgeoerates into affectation, quaintness, and 
obauui'ltv. Hi« modes of thinVing sre pecnliar to 
himself; be is c^nidous in conduct and visionaiy is 
dengn. Here you hare the picture of bis mind, the 
li^it and shade of his intellectual merits : the qual- 
itifiB of his heart and disposition lonain to be delin- 
eated. He is generous and warm in his friendships. 
It is said that be is rerengefhl ; but would be be a 
Spaniard if be were otherwise ? In addition to this, 
he has been aocosed of ingratitude, for having driven 
the Doke of Uzeda and Friar Lewis Aliaga into ban- 
tslunent, thou^ be owed thoDO, according to oonmiOD 
rqwrt, obligations of the most binding nature ; and 
yet eren this must not be looked into so narrowly 
under his circometances : there are few Incasts cap^ 
oiouB enou^ to affi>rd houseroom for two snoh oppo- 
■ite inmates as political ambition and gratitude. 

Dcmna Agnes de Zuniga i Velasoo, Countess of 
Olivarez, oontinued Josej^, is a lady to whom it is 
impossible to impute more than one foolt, but that 
is a huge one ; for It oonaiBts in irmlriiig a markett 
and a market the most exorbitant in its terms, of 
her natural influence over the mind of her busbsod. 
As for Donna Maria de Gusnan, who beyraid all 
dispute is at this moment the very first matcb in 
Spun, she is a lady of first-^ate aooomplishments, 
and atwolutely idolized by her &tber. Begnlate 
your conduct upon these hints : make your court 
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With art and plaiuibilit7 to these two Lidiea, and let 
it appear aa if ^u were more devoted to the Count 
of OliTarez than ever yon were to the Duke of Ler^ 
ma before jaas forced excursion to Scoria; yon 
wiD become a leading and powerful member of the 
admiiUHtTation . 

I should adviae you, moreover, added he, to eee 
laj master, Don Balthaoar, from time to time ; for 
thou^ you have no longer any occasion for his in- 
terest to push you forward, it will not he amisa to 
waste a little incense upon him. You stand very 
hig^ in hill good opinion; preserve your footing 
there, and cultivate his friendship ; it may stand you 
in some stead on any emergency. I could not help 
observing, that as the uncle and nephew wwe in a 
certain sort partners in the govenusent of the state, 
there mig^t possibly be some little symptom of jeal- 
ooay between brothers near the throne. On the 
omtnuy, answered he, they are united by the most 
confidential ties. Had it not been for Don Baltha- 
aar, the Count of Olivarez might probably never 
have been pnme minister ; for you are to know, that 
after Philip the Third had paid the debt of nature, 
all the adherents and partisans belonging to the bouse 
of Sandoval made a great stir, some in favor of the 
cardinal, and others on his son's behalf; but my 
master, a greater adept in court intrigue than any 
of them, and the count, who is nearly as great an 
adept as himself, disconcerted all their measoree, 
and took their own so judiciously for ^ puipose of 
stepping into the vacant place, that their rivals had 
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no cluuiee against them. The Count of CMiTaicz, 
being ^pointal prime mioiatv, divided Ae d o ti M 
with his oncle, Don Balthawr ; leanng fiweign t£- 
ttin to him, and taking ti» home d^artment t» 
himself: the consequoice is, that the bonds of fiunil^ 
friendship are drawn closer between these two mfal^ 
men than if poUtical inflnenoe had no share in their 
mutual interests : they are perfectjj indepoident in 
their respeotive lines of boaineas, and lire together 
on terms of good understanding which no intar^oe 
can possibly afiect or alter. 

Sudi was the aobstance of my conversation with 
Joseph, and the advantage to be derived from it was 
my own to make the most of : at all erente, it was 
my doty to thank Signor de Znniga fin: all tJbe in- 
fluence he had the goodness to exert in my fitmr. 
He assured me with infinite good4n«eding that be 
should avail himself of every oppmrton^ as it mam 
to promote my wishes, and that be was very ^ad his 
nephew bad behaved so as to meet my ideas, becaose 
he meant to refresh his memory in n^ bdialf , b«h^ 
determined, as he vras pleased to say, to place it be- 
yond all manner of doubt how &r he himself pai~ 
ticipated in all my views, and to make it erident 
that, iTurtjwJ of one &fit friend, I had two. In 
terms like these did Don Balthasar, throogfa mere 
friendship for Navarro, take the winnltKng of my 



On that aame evening did I leave my paltry lodg- 
ing to take up my abode at the [nime minister's, 
where I sat down to supper vrith Scipio in my own 
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suit of ^mtmcntB. There were we both waited on 
hj the aemnts belonging to the household, who, m 
tbej stood behind our chairs, while we were afiect- 
ing the pomp and circumstance of political elevatitm, 
were mure likely than not to be lao^iing in their 
skerea at the paotomime duy had been ocdered by 
their manager to play in our presence. When thq' 
bad taken away and left us to oorselvea, my secn- 
taiy, being no longer under reattaiat, gave rent to 
a thousand wild imaginations which his sprightlj 
temper and inventive hopes engendered in his &iicy. 
On my part, thou^ by no means cold or iiiiwn«ilil« 
to the Isilliant prospects which were opening on 
my view, I did not as yet yield in the least degree 
to Uie weakness of being thmst aside from die 
rig^t line of my philosophy I^ tempora] allore- 
menu. So much otlierwise, that (xt going to bed 
I fell into a sound sleep, without being haunted 
in my dreams by those phantoms of flattering delu- 
sion which might have gained admittance with no 
aevCTe question &om a corruptible door-keeper. 
Hm ambitious Scipio, on the contraty, tossed and 
tnmUfld all nig^t in the agitation of restless con- 
trivance. Whenever he doxed a little imp took pos- 
session of bis brain, witli a pen behind its ear, work- 
ing out by all the rules of arithmetic the bulky sum 
total of his daughter Sen^hiaa's marriage portion. 

Ko sooner had I got my clothes on the next morn- 
ing, than a message came irom his lordship. I flew 
like li^itning at the summons, when his ezcellen(^ 
said. Now then, Santillane, suppose you give ns a 
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spedmcoofyonrtolaitaibrbuuiieH, Too wy tint 
tbe Duke of Lerma used to give yoa state p^Mn to 
bring into offici&I fbnn ; and I have one, by my at 
experimeat, <m which you shall try your skilL Tit 
subject you will easily comprehend : it tuma apm an 
exposition of public affiura, such as to throw an ai^ 
ttfidal li^t on the fint iq>peanu]ioe of the new min- 
istry, and to prejudice the public in ita fxTOc. I ban 
already whispered it about by my enussariea, that 
ereiy department of the state was complrtely disiv- 
ganized, that tbe talents which preceded us were no 
talents at all ; and the object at present is to impress 
both court and city, by a formal declaration, with dn 
idea that our aid is absolutely necessary to save the 
monarchy itself from sinldng. On this theme yoe 
may expatiate till the populace bectHoe lookjawed widi 
astonishment, and the sober part of the pidJic are 
gravely ai^ed out of all prepossesmon in &Tor of tbe 
discarded par^. By way of contrast, you will talk 
of the dignua vindice nodua, taldng care to translate 
it into Spanish ; and boast of the measures adopted, 
under the new order of things, to secure tbe pei^ 
manent glory of the king's reign, to give perpetual 
prospoi^ to his dominions, and to ctm&r perfect, 
unchangeable happiness on his good people. 

His lordsh^), having given out tbe general sul^ect 
of my tbeais, left with me a paper containing the 
heads of charges, whether just or unjust, against the 
late administration ; and I remember perfectly wtH 
that there were ten articles, whose lightest woid, 
«ven of the lightest article, would barrow up tbe 



oy Google 



A STATE PAPER. 305 

Boul of R tme Spaniard, and nuke his knotted aiid 
combined locks to port. That tite current of my 
bncy might experience no interruption, he shut me 
into a little closet near his own, where the spirit of 
poetry mi^t possess me in all its &eedom and inde- 
pendence. - My best ftcultdes were called ft»th to 
compose a statement of afiairs commemnirate with 
my own concern in the sweeping of the new brooms . 
My first object was to lay open the nakedness and 
abandonment of the kingdom : (he finances in a state 
of bankruptt^, the dvil list and immediate leeoorcea 
of the crown pawned fifty times over, the navy un- 
paid, dismantled, and in mutiny. All this hideous 
delineation was referred for its justice and accuracy 
to &e wrongheadednees and stupidity of government 
at the dose of the last reign, and the doctrine most 
strongly enforced, that miexampled wisdom and p^ 
triotism only could ward off the fiital consequences. 
Li short, the monardiy could only be sustained on 
die sboulders of our political suffimency and reform- 
ing prudence. The ex-ministry were so cruelly be- 
labored, that the Duke of Lerma's ruin, according 
to the tains of my syllt^ism, was the salvation of 
Spain. To own the truth, though my professions 
were in the spirit of Christian charity towards that 
nobleman, I was not sony to give him a sly rub in 
die exercise of my function. O toan ] man I what 
a compound of candor-breathing satire and splenetio 
impartiali^ art thou I 

Towards the condusion, having finished my fii^it- 
fill portrutare of overfiangijig evils, I endeavored to 
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rikythg aMrmmy wtlmd raiaed, by mddng fnturity 
SB bright » the put bad been g^lotxny. Hm Count 
of Olmnz was bmoglit in at the close, like, the 
futfllaiy deity of an ancient eo&unonwealth in the 
eiius of its fate. I pronuMd more than pigmoism 
ever feigned, or diiv&Iry fended in the wildest of its 
enuading {nojecta. laa word, IsoexactlyezecDted 
what die new minister meuit, that he seemed not to 
know hitf own hints again, when drawn oat in my 
emphatic and impropriate language. Santillane, said 
he, d» you know that this is more' like the composi- 
tion one might eopeet firom a seoretaiy of state, than 
like <kat of a private ■eeretary ? I can no longer he 
snTpriaed that the'Dukeof Ltrmawasfondof eaDii^ 
;^onE talents uto action. Your style is contnae, and 
by BO means inelegant ; hut it creeps rather too ranch 
HI the level paths of nature. At the same time, 
p<nntiag ovt the passages i^ch did not hit his 
foncy, be oofrscted them ; and I gathered from the 
touches be tiirew in, that Navarro was right in say- 
ing he affected sententious wit, but mistook for it 
quamt and stale conceits. Nerertheless, though b» 
preferred the stately, or rather the groteaque, in 
writing, he soflered two thirds of my perfiuTOxnoe 
to stood without alteratioUf and, by way of proving 
bow estirely he was satisfied, seat me three hundred 
pistoles by Don Baymond aftn dimtu. 
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OHAPTES n. 

TBK APFLIUATIOS OF TSX TStaS BrrJn>KS» mrOlKS, AMB 
eOIPK'M XOMMiaSKM €OKia<!TB» WltB rssjf. auaoEBB 
Of Tax OTAH PAPER laXTIOSSD IS TBS LAST COAPTKR 

Thib handBome preeect of the miiuBter furnished 
Scipio'witliBiiewfliibjectiofoongratulatioii, byreasos 
of ooT tectmd appeanmoe at oourt. You naj re~ 
mark, eaid he, th&t fortune ia {kreparmg a lo&d of 
aggrandkemeiit to lay on joat lotd^up'e ehoalden. 
Are yon still sony for having tamed your hack oa. 
solitude ? May the Count of Oliwez live forever ! 
He ia a vtay different sort of a master &om his prede- 
cessor. Tha Duke of Iierma, with all your derotion 
to his service, leftyouto live upon suction for moatfas, 
'widtout a pirtde to bless yourself with ; and the 
count has abeady made yoa a present whidi yon 
could have had no reason to expect but after a course 
of long service. 

I stkoxdd very mnch like, added he, that the lords 
xii Leyva should be witnesses of your great suooess, 
or at least that they should be informed of it. It is 
fai^ time, indeed, answered I, and I meant to speak 
with you on that subject. They must doubtless be im- 
patient to hear of my proceedings ; bat I waited till 
my fete was fixed, and tiH I could decide for certain 
whether I sboold stay at court or not. Kow that I 
am sure of my destination, you have only to set oat 
tac Valencia whenever you please, and to acquaint 
those Boklemen with my present sitnation, which I 
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consider as their doing, eioce it is evident tfiat bat 
for them, I should never have resolved on my joamejr 
to Madrid. My dear master, cried the aon of Bobe- 
mian accideiit, what joy ehall I oommamcate by re- 
lating what haa hi^pened to you I Why am I not 
already at the gates of Valencia? But I abtU be 
there forthwith. Don Alphonso's two homes an 
ready in the stable. I shall take one of my lead's 
livery servants witli me. Besidee that oaiafmj is 
pleasant on the road, you know very well the ^fect 
of offidal parade in making imjareeaion on the natives 
of a provincial town. 

I oonld not help lunghing st my secretaiy's fbtdish 
vani^; and yet, with vanity perh^is more than 
equal to his own, I left him to do as he pleased. Go 
aboat yoor business, sud I, and make the beet of 
your way back ; for I have another commission to 
give you. I mean to send yon to the Astoriaa with 
some money for my mother. . Throogh n^lect I 
have Buffiired the time to el^Me when I promised to 
remit her a hundred pistoles, and pledged you to 
make the payment in person. Such engagements 
ought to be held sacred by a son ; and I reproadi 
myself with inaccuracy in the observance of mine. 
Sir, answered Siapio, within six weeks I shall bring 
you an account of bo^ your commissions ; having 
opened my budget to the lords of Leyva, looked in 
at your country-^iouse, ^nd taken a peep at the town 
of Oviedo, the recollection of which I cannot admit 
into my mind, vrithout turning over three fourths c^ 
tiie inhabitants, and one half nf t^»^ niniainiTig quarter. 
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to tlie corrective discipline of that iniemal executioner, 
who is supposed to be kept on foot for the purpose 
of castigating sinners. I then counted down one 
hundred pistoles to that same son of a wandering 
mother for my honored parent's annuity, and another 
hundred for himself; meaning that he should per- 
form his long journey without grombling on my 
aoconnt }yy the way. 

Some days after his departure his lordship sent 
our memorial to press ; and it was no sooner pnh- 
lished ^lan it became the topic of oonveraation in 
every circle throughout Madrid. The people, enam- 
oured of novelty, took up this weU-writl«n statement 
of their own wretchedness with ftnid partiality ; the 
derangement and ezhaostion of the finances, painted 
with a mixture of tmth and poetry, excited a strong 
feeling of popular indignation agunst &e Duke of 
Lerma, and iif these ^wp(x bullets of the brain, cast 
in the pohtical armory of a rival, failed to carry vic- 
tory with them in the opinions of all mankind, they 
were, at oU events, haOed with triumph by the moet 
clamorous of onr own paitisans. As for the mag- 
nificent {ffomiser which the Count of Olivarez threw 
in, and among others that of keeping the machine of 
■tate in motion by a system of economy, without 
adding to the public burdens, they were canght at 
wi& avidity 1^ the citizens at large, and considered 
as pledgee of an enli^tened and patriotic policy, ao 
that the whole city resonnded with the acclamation 
of pan^yric and ooi^ratulation on the opening of 
new proqiects. 
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The mtiiiBter, delimited to- have gained hu aid h 
wsily, whkli in that pnUicalion bad only been to 
dniv popularity upoB hioflelf , was now detenninal 
to seize the sabBtance as well as catch at the ^tadow, 
by an act of unquestionable credit with the sobject, 
and big^ atilily to tbe king's service. Fw that pm^ 
pose be had recourse to the Emperor GbUm's cod- 
trivance, consistiDg in a forced regurgitation of ill- 
gotten spoils from indifidoals who bad made large 
fortanes, hell — and liieir own oonscienoes knew best 
how — in tbe si4>erinteQdeiice(^the royal TOtpwxKtiire. 
When he had squeezed these sponges till they were 
dry again, and had filled the long's ct^^ra with the 
draininga, he ondntodc to render the refixm poma- 
neat by abolishing all pensions, not ezoc^iting Us 
own, and curtailing the gratuitiea too frequently 
bestowed on iaroritefl out of the princes privy parse. 
To suoeeed in this dsaign, which he oould not carry 
into efiect witboct changing tbe Gux of the govom- 
meot, he charged me with the con^tosilion of a new 
state papa;, fumiahing the sobstance and the fbrm 
from his own idea. He then adviaad me to raise my 
B^le as much as possible above the Jevel of my ordi- 
nary simi^icity, and to ^ve an air of more eloquenoe 
to my phraseolc^y. A. hint is sufficient, my hnd, 
said I ; your excellency wishes to unite sublimit 
with iUumisation, and it shall be so. I sfant myaelf 
op in the same cloeeA where I had already vrorked so 
suooessfiilly, and sat down stiffly to my taak, first 
oalling to my aid the lofty and clear pero^ttioma, tbe 
noble and sonorous expressions of my old instructs, 
the ArcbtMshop of Grenada. 
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I began bj ^ajin^ it dofra aa a first "inTim of 
^Kditiioal pUlceophj, tint the vital 6mctioDB, tbe ree^ 
piration as it wen of aU umanchj, depended on the 
strict adminiataadoo of the fioanoes; that in our pai^ 
lioalar case, that dntr^ became impeadoaslj' urgent, 
iiTe ai alib^ impeeMii^ ea our conscienoea ; and that 
the xerenoe ehould be coondeved aa the nervea uid 
onevB of Spain, to bold her rivals in che^ and keep 
her eaemies in awe. After this general declamation, 
I pointed out to the Bovereign — ibrtohim the memo> 
lial was addresnd— that by catting down all penaiona 
and perqointea dependent ad tbe ordinioy income, be 
would not ihesebj dquive faimaelf of that itmly Toyri 
pleaanre, a princely munifioenoe towards those of his 
ml^iects who had estabUflhed a fiur claim to his &vaan; 
faecHise, withoot drawing upon his treasury, he had 
tbe means of distrUmting more acceptable rewaids ; 
that ibr one brands c^ service, there were vicei«^«L- 
ties, Ueatenaociee, orders of merit, and all eorttaC 
military oommiMioiu ; fer another, high judicial «t* 
ualaooB with Mifariee annexed, cltA offices <:^ mogia- 
tnoy with Monding titles to give dtem omsequencei 
and thoi^ last, not least, all tbe temporal posoewionc 
of the churcji to animate the pi^ of its spiritBii 
pastors. 

'Hiia memorial, which was much longer than the 
first, '•censed ins nearly three days; hot as Iw^ 
would haTe it, my performance was acaetly to -my 
master's mind, who, finding it written with senten. 
tious cogency, and bristled up with met^hors in the 
declamatory parte, complimented me in the highest 
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tBTtna. That ifl vastly well ezpruwd indeed, aud 
Ife, laying hia finger on a passage here and there, and 
picking out all the most inflated sentences he oonld 
find : that language bean the stamp of fi"** compo- 
Bition, uid might pass for the prodnction of a dasnc 
Courage, my friend] I foresee that yoor sernon 
will be worth their weight in gold. And yet, not- 
withstanding the i^plauseB he lavished on my dani- 
cal conqmsidon, a few of his own hei^itening toocttt, 
he thou^t, would make it read still better. He pot 
a good deal of hia own atuff into it, and the medley 
was manu&ctured into a piece of eloquence whidi 
was considered as unanswerable by the king and all 
the court. The whole city joined in opinitHi witli 
the higher ordem, deriving the most flattering hopes 
of the fiiture from these grand promisee, and cob- 
eluding that the mCHiarchy most recover its pristiae 
splendor during tha ministry of so iUoatrioos s char' 
acter> THa excellency, finHing that my sermon on 
economy was frwi^ with practical inferoioes of 
utility to him, was kind «uni^ to wish that I shodd 
profit by the ezerdse of my own talents. In ooo- 
fbrmi^ therefore with his new syst«n of patztHiage, 
he gave me an annuity of five hundred crowns on 
the commandery of Castile ; and the acceptance of it 
was BO much the more palatable, as no dirty woik 
had been done for . it, but it was honestly though 
cheaply earned. 
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CHAJPTEB ni. 

on, SLAB MEBTB WITH BIB FBIBBB FABRICIO OFCB MOBSi 
TES ACCIDBWT. FLACM, A!H> CIMUHBTAXCEB DXBaBIBED. 
WITB THE PASTJOULAEB Or THEIE 0OE7ESBATIOW TO- 
OBTSEB- 

NoTHnra gave his lordsliip greater pleasure thaa 
- to hear the general deoiaioa <tf Madrid on tlie oon- 
doct of hifl adminutration. Kot a daypaeeed but he 
inquired what th^ were saying of him in the pcditi- 
cal world. He k^ spies in pay, to l»ing him an 
exact aocoont of what waa going on in the city. 
Ibej pardcnlarized the most trivial disconrses which 
tfaey overheard ; and their orders being to suppress 
nothing, his eelf-loTe was grazed now and then, for 
the people hare a way of bolting out home truths, 
without any nice calculation where they may glance. 

Finding that the count loved political small talk, 
I made it my bnsineeB to frequent places of pablic 
resort after dinner, and to chime in with the oonver- 
nation of genteel people whenever opportonity o%red. 
^loold the measures of government happen to be 
canvassed among them, I pricked np my ears, and 
greedily took in their diaoonrse ; if any thing worth 
repeating was sud, his excelleiU7 was sure to hear 
of it. It can acaroely be neceesaiy to hint, that I 
never carried home ai^ thing which was not likely to 
pay for the porterage. 

One day, rrtnming from one of these little oon- 
Teraatioiial paitiee, my road lay in front <^ a hoa- 
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[tttal. It occurred to me to go in. I walked dnoo^ 
two or three wuda filled witb diseased patienti, lai 
Buunined their beds to see that tbey were ^ko^^ 
taken care of. Among these nnhi^j wretdhei, 
whom I ooold not look at without the most pwnfiil 
feelings, I observed one whose leatares alnu^ me : 
it surely oonld be no other than Fal^cio, mj 
coontiTman and ohom I To look at bim soon 
closely, I drew near Itis bedaidB, and finding, bcT^md 
a pOBsibilit^ of doubt, that it was the poet Nona, I 
atoned to look at him for a few aeotmds irilhort 
a^dng a w(»d. He also fixed his i^^ards on nci 
At lengUi tveaJdng silence, Do not my eyes deoem 
me? said L Is it indeed Fabricio, and here? It 
is indeed, answered be, «oldIy, and yon need aot 
wonderatit. Since we parted, I hare been wodjng 
inde&tigBbty at the trade of an author: I have 
written novels, [^ys, aod frctia of genuia in every 
dqwrtment. My brain is ^rly spun out, and hen 
I am. 

I cookl not help lau^iing at coch a aketdi of 
literuy bi<^;raphy, and still more at the sedona air 
of the aooompanying action. Wbat I cried I, has 
your mnae brought you to this pass ? Has she played 
you such a jade's tziokaaduB? Fvrai as youwidneas, 
answered be ; this establidunent is a sort of half- 
pay receptacle for invalidB on die muster^tdl of dis- 
aUed wit, You have acted discreetly, my good 
friend, to lay yourself out for pnnnotum in a difier- 
ent line. Bt^ tbey tell me, you an no longer a 
courtier, and that your projects in p<ditkal life 
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mre all blasted ; nay, they went eo &r as to affirm, 
that yon were committed to close costodj by the 
Idng's order. The^ told 70a no mora than the 
tntth^ replied I ; the delightful vision of political 
eminoooe wherein yoa left me last, soon shifted the 
scene of my incoherent dreams to a prison and com- 
plete destitution. Bat for all that, my friend, here 
yoa behdd me agun in a better plight ^lan ever. 
"Got is quite out of the qoestion, said Kmiez : yom? 
deportment is discreet and decent ; you have not that 
Buperciliotis and deTil-take>tha-hindmo8t sort c^ as- 
pect which good keep commonioatea to the human 
face. The rererses of this checkered lift, replied I, 
have broQ^t me down to the level of the more 
modest virtaes ; I have taken a lesson in the school 
of adversity, to enjoy the posse8si<m of a good ited 
withont riding die great horse. 

TeQ me then candidly, cried Fabrido, rusing his 
bead upon his hand with hie elbow upon the pillow, 
what your present occupation can possibly be. A 
steward perhaps to some nobleman out at elbows, or 
man of business to some ridi widow I Something 
better than either the one or Uie other, rejoined I ; 
but excuse me from saying mcne at present : another 
time your curiosity shall be satisfied. It is enough 
at present to assure you that my means are equal to 
my inclination, and that you may command inde- 
pendence through me ; but then you must submit to 
an embargo on your wit, and a non-intercourse act 
between you and the ftculty of writing, whether in 
Ttrse or {nroee. Can yon make ^s samfice to my 
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Meodahip? I have already nude it- to '^ae powtn 
above, said be, in my bat o^ical aidDieaB. .A 
Dominican made me fbnwear poetry, as an aanM- 
ineot boidving on criminality, but at all evcnti 
ben^ tlte tBmpiko4t>ad of good Benae. Iwii^yos 
joy, my dear Nmies, rallied I ; bat beware of a 
revoke. Hiere is not the least danger on that bead, 
rejoined he : the Mnsee and I have agreed tm tenu 
of aeparatioD : just u you came in at that door, I 
was conning over a &rewell ode. Good Master 
Fabrido, said I, willi a wise swagging to and fro oS 
my head, it is a doabtfiil qneetion wfaeth^ yonrvov 
ci algoradon ou^it to pass coircmt with the Dnnim- 
oHi and myself: yoa seem over bead and esn in 
lore with those virgins incarnate. No, no, o<»- 
tended he peevishly, I have cut the connectun 
asunder. Nay, more, I have qnarralled with then 
beepers, the public. Hie readers of theae days do 
not deserve an author of more genius than dicni- 
ielve^: I ahould be sorry to write down to tixit 
comprehension. You are not to so[^>ofle diat this ia 
the language of disgust ; it is my sincexe and wdi- 
weigjied opinion. Applause and hisses aze just the 
same to me. It is a toss up who &ils and who soc- 
ooeds : the vrit of to-day is the blockbeaid of to-iiKn> 
. TOW* What <»irBed fools our dramatists most be, to 
care for anything but their poundage vitea their 
plays h^pen to be received I It is all veiy well 
fin- a few ni^its 1 But only &ncy a revival at the 
end of twenty yean, and what a figure they will cut 
then [ Ibe audiences of the present day tun vp 
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tbdr noeee at ibe Btock jseoes of the last age, and it 
ia a qnesdon whether their taste will &re better with 
thar more critical deecendants. If that conjecture 
be probable, the inventws of clap-traps now will be 
&6 butt of cat-calls hereafter. It is just the same 
with novel writen, and all other manu&c^uters of 
nnneceasary literature ; they strut and &et for an 
hour, and then are no more seen or heard of. The 
^ories of Bnccessfiil authorship are the mere T^wra 
of a murky atmosphere, meteors of a marsh, foul 
coruscations of a don^iill, cathedral tapers to put 
out the galaxy, blue flames of ooarse paper held over 
a candle. 

lliouf^ these caricatures of rival reuown were the 
mere creations of jealousy in the poet of the Aeturias, 
it was not my business to correct his ill temper. I am 
delig^ited, said I, that wit and you have had so seri- 
ons a quarrel, and that the diarrhcea of your inven- 
tive fitcnlties has been cored by an astringent. Yoa 
may depend on it, I will put you in the way of a 
good livelihood, without drawing deep upon your in- 
tellectual credit. So much the better, cried he ; wit 
smells like conion in my nostrils, or rather lik6 k 
pungent and deleterious perfume; firagrant to the 
sense, but corrosive to the vitals. I heartily wish, 
my dear Fabricio, resumed I, that you may always 
keqi in that mind. Only wash your hands com- 
pletely of poetry, and, you may depend on it, I will 
enaUe you to keep your head above water without 
picking or stealing. In the mean while, added I, 
Blippingapuiseofsixfy pistoles into his hand, accept - 
thur as a sli^it instanoe of my regard. 
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O friend like the Meods in 6aj» otjixe, oied tk 
taia of barber Kmwz, out of his wits frith joy tod 
grstitode, it was heaveD itself which sent you ittto 
this hospital, whence tout goodneaa is now diMii»- 
ging me I Before we parted, I gave him mj addnai, 
and invited him to oome and see me as aoon u hia 
health would permit. He opened his eyes aa n 
caster does its shell, when I told him that I lodged 
nnder the mintster's ro(^. O iUustrioDS Gil Su ! 
said he, great as Fompey and fortonate as S^la, 
whose lot it is to be hand in glove with the dictaton 
of modem times I I rejoioe most dimntereatedly in 
your good fortune, because it is so very evident iriisl 
a noble uso you naika of it. 



CSAPTSS Tin. 

ma BiAB oJtra posWaiw noaagsamzr ir bis MAsm-s 
ATPECTioxa. acipio-a kmtukw ro luiixio, axo Acooim 
or BIB jou&nsr. 

The Count of Olivarez, whom I ijull hfencefer- 
ward call my lord duke, because the king wu 
pleased to confer that dignity on him about this time, 
was infested widi a weakness which I ^d not suffer 
to pass without taking toll ; it was a furious desire 
of being beloved. He moment he &nciad that ai^ 
one really liked him, his heart was caught in a tn^. 
This was not lost upon my keen eease of diaracter. 
It was not enough to do precnsely as he ordered ; I 
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ntpenidded » zeal in tfie exeootion which made him 
mine. I laid mygelf out toltielikiiig tn ererytfaing, 
and provided beforehand for his most eccentric 
triBfaes. 

Bj tOa&OfA like thia, which ahnoet alwiiTB fmawera, 
I hecame \j d^;ree0 m^ master's favorite ; and he, 
on the other hand, as if he had got round to my blind 
aide alio, wormed himself into my affections l^ 
giving me his own. So forward did I get into his 
good graces, as to halve his confidence with Signor 
Camero, his principal secretary. 

Camero had played my g;aiDe, and that >0 sao- 
Mflsfnlly as to be intmsted with the greater myste* 
ties. We two, therefore, were the keepers of the 
|nime minister's consdence, and held the keys of all 
his secrets ; with this difi^rence, that Camero was 
eonnilted on Mate affiurs, myself about his private 
concerns, dinding the business into two separate 
departments ; and we were each of as equally pleased 
with our own. We lived together without jealousy, 
and certainly without attachment. I had every 
reason to be satisfied with my quarters, where con- 
tinual intercourse gave me an opportunity of prying 
into the duke's inmost soul, which Was a masked 
battery to all mankind beside, but plain as a pike- 
staff to me, when he no longer questioned the sin- 
ceri^ of my attachment to him. 

Santillane, sud he one day, you were witness to 
the Duke (rf Letma's possession of an authority 
mcve like that of an absolute nHmarch than a favorite 
minister; and yet I am still happier than he was at' 
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the Teiy eiunmU of his good fbrtnne. Ba had tn 
fbmudable enemiea in his own son, tlie Duke d 
Uzeda, tmd in the con&ssor of I^iil^i tlte Third : but 
there is no one now about the king who has credit 
enough to stand in my way, or even, as I am aware, 
the slifi^iteat inclination to do me mischief. 

It is true, continued he, diat on my aooesnco to 
the ministry, it was my first care to remove all 
hangers-on from about the prince but those of my 
own family or oonnectioiifl. By means of vicoioyal- 
ties or embaseiea I got rid of all tLe nobility who, by 
their personal mqit, could have interlered with me 
in the good graces of tiaa sovereign, whom I mean to 
engross entirely to mys^; so that I may Bay at the 
present moment, no statesnun of the time htJds me 
in check by the ascendemy of his personal influence. - 
You see, Gil Bias, I open my mind to you. As I 
have reason to think that yon are mine, heart and 
soul, I have chosen to put you in possession of 
everything. You are a clever youth, with reflection, 
penetration, and disoteti<m ; in short, yon are just 
the very creature to soquit yourself of all posalhle 
little offices in all possible directions ; you are also a 
young fellow of y&ry promising parts, and must, in 
the nature of things, be in my interests. 

There was no standing the attack which tJiese flat- 
tering representations were calculated to make upon 
Ae weakly-defended fortress of my phUosojAy, Un- 
authorized whims of avarice and ambition mounted 
suddenly into my head, and brought forward certain 
sentiments of political speculadon which vt&k taap- ' 
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posed to have been in abeTanm. I gave the minister 
an aasunmoe that I Bhould fulfil his intentions to tlie 
utmoet of my power, and held mj'self in readineas 
to execute, without examination or interference, all 
the orders it mi^t be his pleasure to give me. 

While I was thus disposed to take fortune in 
her affable fit, Scipio returned from his per^rioation. 
I have no long story for jou, said he. The lords of 
Leyra were delisted at jour reception from the 
king, and at the manner in which the Count of Oli- 
varea and jou came to understand one another. 

My friend, said I, you would have delighted them 
still more, had you been able to tell them on what 
a footing I am now witli my lord. My advances 

.ainee your departure have been prodigious. H^py 
man be his dole, my dear master, answered he : my 
mind forebodes that we shall cut a figure- 
Let us change the subject, said I, and talk of 
Oviedo. You have been in the Astnrias. How 
did you leave my mother? Ah, sir I replied he, with 
on undertaker's decency of countenance, I have a 
mdancholy tale to tell you from that quarter. O 
heaven I exclaimed I, my mother then is dead I Six 
months since, said my secretary, did the good lady 
pay the debt of nature, and your uncle, Signor Gil 
Perez, about tlie same period. 

My motlier*s death preyed upon my susceptible 
nature, thou^ in my childhood I had not rec^ved 
from her those little fondling indications of maternal 
love so necessary to amalgamate with the more 

.wiioua coDTictions of filial du^. The good canon, 
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too, enae n Ibr bis ahsn in bringiag me np anarf- 
iogtolliemlesof godlinewaod honesty. Ujmmam 
gjiief WHS not laotii^ ; bnt I nercr lost m^ cf i 
oertBin tender nooUectian, irtieiievar the idea of ■;- 
dear rel^ioiu shot acroes my mind. 



CHAPTER IX. 

BOWKTLOia »VKX KAXIUSO MIM OWLT aAtmBTEm, AM» R> 
mtOMi WITH TUB aiTTBi COX»£qUXMCBa Of IKATMAM 
RIAOE. 

Vian' ^ordy after the son t£ Coacfina^a ntan, 
my lord duke fell into a brown study ; and it iMted 
a GDn^>Iete week. I conceiTed, <^ oourae, lliat he 
was brooding ow some great measure of govern- 
ment ; bnt &niily concerns wcav tin ol^eet of \a> 
-mosingB. Ciil Kas, said be one dsj tSlec Haaia, 
yoa may percdve that my tniad ia a ^ood deal £•- 
tiacted. Yea, my good fiiend, I am ^irmi^rmiw,^ ova- 
an aiair of tbe utmost oonaeqnence to my fedii^B. 
You sfaall know ab about it. 

Hy dai^jiter, Donna Maria, pmsued he, ia mar- 
■riagcablc, and of coone beast with aoitora. Hk 
Count de ^Ni^bl^s, eldest stm v£ die Dnke de Medina 
Kdaniap head of the Ghizman fiunily, and Don Leiris 
de Haro, eldest son of die Marqnis de Caipio and 
my eldest sister, axe the two most likely oomptfibDca. 
The latter, in paiticnlar, is superior in point of merit 
to all his rivals, so that the whcJe court bu fixed on 
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him fin* my acm-m-l&w. Kerertlidflss, wiAoat cater- 
BOg into [ffWHte notires for treelmg hun, aa weQ M 
the Coimt de Ni^UA, vilt a refoaal, ny present 
vievrs «re fixed upoa Dmi RanweB Nunec de Otu- 
Dno, MarqolB of Toral, bead of the GtunuMs 
d' Abrades, anodior brandi of the fttmlj. To that 
noUeman and bis progeoy, by my dau^ter, I swan 
to leave all my property, and to entail on them the 
this of Comt d'Olirarez, with the additional -digiiity 
of grandee ; bo that my graiKkihildren and their d»- 
scendanta, issue of the Abradoa and Olivarez branch, 
' wiQ be conudered as taking precedence in the houaa 
of Guzman. 

Tdl me now, Santillane, added he, do yon not 
tike my project? Ezcom me, my lord,' pleaded I, 
-widi a ahrug ; the design is worthy of the gemus 
which gave birth ta it: my only fear is, iMt the 
Duke of Medina gidonia flhonld tlonk fit to he Old of 
bninor at it. Ijet twin take it aa he Sst, leanmod the 
"*«"'**■■ ; I give myaelf Tsry little eoncem ahoot 
that. ISa branch ia no &T<mte with me : dwy have 
cbooMd that of Ahradoa out of their preoedeaoe and 
many of their privilegea. I ahall be fiir leaa afieoted 
by Us in hnmccslhan hy the tUa ap po i n tin ent of ay 
■iater, the Manjuoneas de Garpdo, when she eeea w^ 
dsii^iter slip ihroagh her aon'a fingoa. Bat fat that 
be aa it joaef, I am detcEmined to please mysdf, 
and Don Baniirea aball be the man; itiaaaetded 
pmaL 

My lord dnke, hafii^ atmoonced tins finnTesohv, 
did net carry it into efiect without giving a new proof 
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of his aingnlar polii^. He presmted a meniorial to 
the king, entreatiiig him mad the qoeen, in concert, to 
4o him tlie honor of taking the choice of a hoeband 
fiir his daogfater on themselvee, at the same time 
acquainting them with the pretenaione of the soibHs, 
and profeasing to abide by their election ; bat he 
took care, when rur^'ng the Marquis de Tcral, to 
' erinoe cleariy whither his own wishes pointed. Hk 
king, l2ierefbre, with a bUnd deference for his nunis- 
-ter, answered thus : — 

"I think that Don Bamiiea Kunez deeerres Drama 
Iforia ; but determine for yourself. The matdi of 
jour own choosing will be most agreeable to me. 
(Signed) The Kko." 

Tlie minister made a point of showing this answs 
'everywhere ; and afFecting to consider it as a royid 
mandate, hastened his dan^iter's marriage with the 
Marquis de Toral ; a death-blow to the hopea of the 
Marchioness de Carpio and the rest of theGnzmans 
who had been q>eculating on an alliance with Dtmnk 
Maria, ^ese rival players of a losing game, not 
being ^>le to break off the match, put the beat bee 
they could upon it, and made the &shionable world 
to resound with their costly celelnations of the event. 
A superfidal. observer mi^t have landed that the 
whole femily was delisted with the arrangement; 
but the pouters and- ill-wishers were soon: revenged 
most cruelly at my lord duke's e]q>enBe. Donna 
Maria was brought to bed of a dau^ter at the end 
of ten months ; the infant was etill-born, and the 
mother died a few days afterwards. 
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What a loss for a father who had do eyes, as one 
may say, but for his daughter, and in her loss felt 
the miscarriage of his design to quash the ri^t of 
precedence in the branch of Medina Sidonia t Stung 
to the quick by his misfortune, he shot himself up 
for several days, and was visible to no one Enit my- 
self; a sincere sympathizer, &om the recollection of 
my own experience in his sorrow. The occasion drew 
forth &eeh tears to Antonia's memory. The death 
of the Marchioness de Toral, under circumstances so 
similar, tore open a wound imperfectly skinned over, 
and so exasperated my afflictton, tiiat the minister,, 
though he had enough to do with his own sufferings, 
could not help taking notice of mine. It seemed 
unaccountable how exactly his feelings were echoed. 
GKl Bias, said he one day, when my tears seemed to 
feed upon indulgence, my greatest consolation con- 
eieta in having a bosom fnend so mudi alive to all 
my distresses. Ah I my lord, answered I, giving 
him the full credit of my amiable tenderness, I must 
be ungrateful and d^enerate in mj nature if I did 
not lament as for myself. Can I be aware that you 
mourn over a daughter of accomplished merit, whom 
you loved so tenderly, without shedding tears of 
fellow-feeling? Xo, my lord, I am too much natu- 
ralized to you on the side of obligation not to take 
a permanent interest in aU your pleasures aitd disap* 
pointmeuts. 
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011 UAt Mtrra witb tbm fost jrunt ar accibkwt. iw» 

LBAMMB fBAf BK BAM WMimM A IKMXfllV VKKW It 0» 

na PoiBT or aaix9 aaeuoar our at tbx rBXAnt 

XOTAU TBX ILU rOSTOira or TBX FIXCX. 4XB TBM 900B 

roxTVXx or ira au^som. 

Tfnf ninutar btns to pick w hit cnmiba, aad 
■gralf coanqKndy to get isto Seatita again, ■mbai 
omt vmaag I wot out alone is tbo cairiaga to taka 
M axing. On die zoad I vet the poet of the AAi- 
tias, 11A0 had baen lost to Bt^ knowledge enr unca 
Ua £Khai^ from tks hospital. He waa voy 
deoaitlj^ drM Bed. I called him up, gave lutn a seat 
mmj carriage, and we drove together to Sc Jerom^a 
■Hadow. 

Master Nnnei, said I, it is hicky for me to have 
vet jou aoddantally ; for otbenrise I ahoold not 
hare had the pkasore . . . Ko aerere ^eedtee, 
SaatiDane, intempted he with coBwderable eagec- 
■eoB : I mntt own firaakly that I did not ntean to 
keep Dp jonr aoqnaintanoe, and I will tell you the 
reason. You pmoiaed mea good situation provided 
I dbjnied poetry ; bat I have found a very eKcellent 
one on ceuditioa of keeping my taloitB in oosifltont 
pl^. I aooaptad the latter ahonativC, aa equaling 
best with my own humor. A friend of mine got nw 
An employment under Don Bertrand Gomez dd 
Bibero, treasurer of the king's galleys. ^Hus Don 
Bertrand, wanting to have a wit in his pay, and find- 
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iag my turn for poetical oompomtioD very moch in 
tuuMHi wHk }hs own sense of what is excellent, hu 
dtown me in preference to five or six anthors who 
offered tbemselTes as eamfidates for the place of Ids 
^v«te secr^ary. 

- I HB delisted at the news, ntj dear Fabricio, smd 
I, for this Don Bertrand most be verj rich. Rich 
indee))] answered be; they say that be does not 
know himsdf how much be is yror&. However tfiat 
nay be, my bsBinese onder him is ae followB : He 
prides Innself on Ihs torn for gaBantry, at the same 
time wirinng to pass for a man of genius ; be there- 
fere keeps np an epistolary intercourse of wit with 
aeveral ladies who have an infinite deal, and btnTows 
Bay Inain to indite such letters as may amplifytbe opin- 
ion of hi» ^>rij^itlineas and elegance. I write to one 
for him in Tsrse, to another in pnme, and sometimes 
cany tiw letters myself, to prove the agility of my 
heels as well ae the ingenuity of my head. 

But you do not tell me, sud I, what I most want 
to know. Are you well paid for your epigrfunmatitf 
cards of compliment? Yes, most plentifttlly, answered 
he. Itich men ue not tdways open-handed ; and I 
know some who an downri^t curmudgeons ; but Don 
Bertrand hag behaved in the most handsome manner. 
Bendes a salary of two hundred pistoles, I receive 
some little oecatnonal perquisites ftom him, sufficient 
to set me above tiie world, and enable me to live oa 
an equal footing with some ehoioe spirits of tfte liter- 
oiy drclee, Vfbo we wilHng, like myself, to set care 
at defiance. But then, resumed I, has your treaeorer 
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critical ddll oiougfa to cUadnguieh the beaaties of • 
peribmuuice &om its Uemiabes? llie kut 11^^ 
man in the world, aaswored Nonez; a ^qwnt- 
tongoed amatterer, with a miserable umxtxaeant of 
materialB for judging. Yc* he giree himself oot fbr 
chief jostioe and lord president of Afxdlo's tritmnaL 
His decisions are adTenturoos, if not always Ind^; 
while his opimons are maintained in ao hi^ a tone 
and with so bullying a challenge of infidlilulity, that 
nine times out (^ ten the issue of an M^jfoment is 
silence, thongh not conviction, on the part of the 
(^ponent, as a measure of precaution against Ae 
gathering storm of foul language and conten^ttooos 

You may readily an^woe, continued he, that I 
talce especial care never to oonlzadict him, thongh it 
almost exoeeda human patience to forbear ; fiw, to 
say nothing of the unpalatable jdurases that might be 
hailed down on my deienoelees head, I should stand 
a veiy good chance of being shoved l^ the shouldos 
out of doors. I therefore am discreet enough to ^h- 
prove what he ptaises, and to condemn without miti- 
gation or i^peal whatever he is pleased to find &uU 
with. By this easy compliance —for poets are ocwh 
pelled to acquire a knack of knocking under to those 
by whom they live, not even exoeptiiig their hodi- 
sellen — I have guned the esteem and fiiendah^ of 
my patron. B^ has employed me to write a tragedy 
on a plot of his own. I have executed it under his 
inspection ; and if the peoe succeeds, a percentage 
on the laud and honor must accrue to him.' 
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I oaked our poet wliat waa the title of his tragedy. 
He informed me that it wu " Hie Count of Saldag- 
ns," and that it would come out in two or three, 
da^. I told him that I wished it all possible sue-' 
cess, and thought so bvoraUy of his genius as to 
entertain oonsidemble hopes. So do I, said he ; but 
hope nerer tells a more fiatteringtale than in the ear 
of a dramatic author. You mi^t as well attempt to 
fix the wind Irr nailing the weathercock as speculate 
OB the reception of a new piece with an audience. 

At length the day' of performance arrived. Icould 
not go to the play, beii^ prevented by (rfKdal busi- 
ness. Hie only thing to be done was to send Sci[HO, 
that he mig^t bring me back word how it went off, 
for I was sincerely interested in the event. After 
waiting impatiently for his ntaxa, in he came with s 
long &ce, whkfa boded no good. Well, sud I, how 
was "The Count of Saldagna" welcomed by the 
eritica? Very rou^y, answered be; never was 
there a play more brutally handled ; I left the house 
in lugfa anger at the injnstioe and insolence of the 
pit. It serves him li^t, rtijoined I. Nunez is no 
better tlian a madman, to be always running his 
head against the stone watlsof a theatre. Ifhewas 
in his senses, could he have preferred the hisses atxl 
catcalls of an unfeeling mob to the ease and dlgni^ 
be might have commanded under my patronage? 
Thus did I inveigh with friendly vehemence agiunst 
the poet of the Asturias, and disturb the even tenor 
of my mind for an event which the sullerer hailed 
with joy, and inserted unong the well-omened par^ 
tindan of his journal. 
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. He eune to see me «ilIuB tito days, end apiietfed 
IB higb epirita. Santilkna* cried he, I «m oome ta 
zBeeiTe' your ooagntalatioBB. M; ibrtiiiw is mide, 
B7 frtead, tJuiugfa ay fSmy is marrecl. Yon know 
irimtamutake tbef nndo oo thefiffflt aod last nigbt 
of'"IbCoaiitof SddagH:" hiaaed inatead of ^ 
pbodrng! You would have thouf^ all the wild 
beasts of the forest had beoi Jet looae, with their 
•aa fortified against the eofteaing power of poetry; 
but Ike Hum they bdlowed, the bettar I Sued, ud 
ibtej have roared me isto a preriaion for life. 

Tbrae waa no knowing what to make of this ino- 
dent in the drama of our poet's advcotima. What 
is all this, F^iwo? said I; bow can theatriol 
damnation hare conjured up sach fUysiau ecstasy? 
It ia exactly ao, anBweredhe; I t<dd yoa b^int that 
Dim Bertreod had thrown in some of the drcum- 
stanosi ; and he waa fully convinced that tbeze waa 
no defect but in the taste of the apectatora. "Riq 
might ha very good jodgea ; but, if they were, ha 
WM DO judge at all ! Munes, aaid he thia morning, 

Victiix cMtw Dils pUcolt, Md Tida CittmL' 

Your piece haa been ill reemved by the public ; 
but i^ainst that you nuy place my eidire approfa^ 

■ aMntMM of pmiMMiit, ud die bdtof. Hill protMUf axpe«l k 
tTHBlUkm of theM hard words | bat I refier tbe timax ta thetr dk- 
thHurlea, to which tbey tmAe a long brewnll on luriiig EtoD er 
"Bannw, and tb« Utler to m uMaded puapknie oT >va acta t« 
the tragaiy of Cato. ThMS of tba •Oder wx wbo' ma; thJnk (ba 
SU^ Ilblloeoidty nide and nncoatta, wlH (bel tlwir uarrea Tfbtale In 
mdacQ wttk Ab tare icnM. TkAirabxnuu ' 
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tion, lad that ymt ooght to Bet your himrt at mt. 
B^ wayofaoraethbgtolMlwice thebadtaiteof tiis 
age, I dnS settle aa MiniBty of two thoHsmd aown» 
«n 70a : go to my solieitor, and let Mm dnir ths 
deed. We have been about it : ^» tnaaurar has 
eigned and sealed ; b^ fint qoarter k paid in a^ 
ranoe . . . 

I wished Fabricio joy onthannhqfpyfiiteof' "The 
Coent of Saldi^na;" and iH^>bably moat atithon 
woald haT« envied faie fiulore moR than all the sue- 
ooBS that e?er snoceeded. Ton an in theii^, eoo- 
tmoad he, to prefer my fortniw to my fisne. What 
a loclcy peal of difn^irDhation m doaUe choir I If 
the puUie had chosen to ring the changed oa my 
meritB rather than ray miadeeds, what would they 
have done for my pocket? A mere- pahry nothing: 
The eommon pay of the dteatre mi^it have kept ma 
from atarving ; bnt l)ie wind of popalar malice baa 
blown me a eomfortaUe pension, aignmed oa aajb 
and I^al parchment. 



CBAPTEB XI. 



Ht secntaiy oodd not hwk at tlte unexpected 
good Inok of Kanez the poet withoot envy; he talked 
of nethii^ dse for a week. The whiiiH of tbat 
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ba^imge, ftrttme, said he, are most unaoooontaUe t 
■he delights to turn her lottery whod into tbe hqi of 
a aony author, while she deals out her dimppmnt- 
menta like a Btep^mother to the race of good miee. I 
■bould hare no objection, though, if ebe would 
throw me opaprize in one of her vertical progrenes. 
Hut ia likely enough to happen, said I, and sooner 
than yon imagine. Here you are in her tonqile ; for 
it is scarcely too presumptnous to call die house of a 
prime minist^ tlie tonpls of fortune, where &t<hs 
are ocaiferTed by iriiolesale, and votariee grow &t <m 
the spoils of her altar. Hiat is yvrj tme, nr, 
answered he ; but we must have patience, and wait 
till the happy moment comes. Take my adrice 
while it is worth having, Sc^iio, i^klied I, and nuke 
yoor mind easy : periufts you are on tbe eve of some 
good appointntent. And so it toroed out ; for within 
a few days an opportnni^ offered of employing him 
advantageously in my lord dute's sernoe ; and I did 
not suff^ the h^ipy moment to pass Xfj. 

I was engaged in chat one morning with Don 
Raymond Caporis, tbe prime minista^s steward, and 
our conversation turned on the sources of his ex- 
cellency's income. My lord, said he, enjoys tbe 
commanderies of all tbe milituy orders, yielding a 
revenue of forty thousand crowns a year ; and he ia 
only obliged to wear the cross of Alcantara. More- 
over, his three offices of great chamberlun, master of 
tbe horse, and hi^ chancellor of tbe Indies, bring hiia 
in an income of two hundred thousand crowns ; and 
yet all this is nothing in comparison of .the i 
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'nmu which he receives throng other tnunatUntie 
channelB ; bat }nHi wiU be puzzled to goees how. 
When TeB§ela dear out &om Seville or Ijisbon for 

-those parts of the world, he abips wine, oil, grBin, 
■and other articles, the produce of his own estate ; 
and his consignments are dot^ free. With that 

. perquisite in his pocket, he sells his merchandise for 
four times its cnnent price in Spain, and then lays 
out the money in spices, coloring materials, and other 
things which cost next to nothing in die new world, 
and are sold very dear in Europe. Already has lie 
realized some millions by this traffic, without detract- 
ing fixnn die dues of his royal master. 

Yoa will easily account fin' it, continued he, diat 

•the people concerned in carrying on this trade 
tetom with great fortunes in tb^ pockets; for 
my lord thinks it but reasonable' that they should 
divide th^ diligence b^ween his buunees aod thdr 
own. 

That shrewd son of chance and opportumty, of 
whom we are speaking, overheard our convenation, 
and oould not help interrupting Don Baymond to the 
following purport : Upon my word, Signer Capons, 
I should like to be one of those people ; for I am 
fond of travelling, and have long wished to . see 
Mexico. Your inclinations as a tourist shall soon 
be gratified, said ihe steward, if Signer de Santillane 
will not stand in the way of your wishes. However 
particular I may think it my du^ to be about the 
persons whom I send to the West Indies in that c^ia- 
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■tatj, '^mi tk«y an «U «f at;' ffnirttniaht, — jroi 
jIh^ be pkeod <n the liit at all •dreotarm, if 740 
snaoter nuhos it. Yoa iriU ooafer on me a puticalar 
&ror, and I to Don BBjiiiond ^ be ao good «b to do 
it in kindiKBa to sae. Seipio U m 7W>S ftUow 
much n my pxid graoea, veiy oipaUe in buaiaefli, 
and mil be finad iiTqnYtaohable in hia ooodaot. 
In a vroid, I would aa aoos aoawer for him aa 
»7aelf. 

That bung ihe caae, v^ilied C^toria, he haa aaif 
to r^Mur immediatoly to Serilla : the ahipa an lo 
awl fiir Sou^ Amerioa in a aaonth. I ahall gife 
bim a letter at hia deftaiture fiir a oan who will pit 
hami ia the waj of T~H~g a fortnaa, withont tbo 

-idigfataat interfe r enoc in hk ezeeUvejr'B duea and 
profita, whieh oo^tto be held sacred b/Iiini. 

Soipio, ddi^ted with hia both, waa in haste to 
set out £>r Seville, with a tboaaand crowns, with 
which I fiuniijied luni, to make purchases of wine 
and cnl in Andalnaia, and enaUe lum to trade on 
hit own bottoB in the Weat Indiea. And yet, over- 

-joyed aa he waato make aroyage, and as he belied 
hia fintme therewithal, be oonld not part finai me 

. withoBt tears ; and the aeparatioa faiaed the waten 
-crea iram my diy foantaina. 
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DON ALPbOXSO AT MADRID. 



CHAPTEB XIL 

IMK AtnOnO M tSTTA VOMta TO tUSKlB! fB> JflM7T7 

cr ma MBEMKT A BMrwtM AmKTiw roaa MJUS,Mta 

A CAOaS OF RMJOKIMQ MSaBEUOEST THSRSOB. 

Ko Boooer had I parted wltb Sci^no thm oiM of 
the minister's pagea brougfat me b note coBmred m 
the fbflowing terms : " If ^^nor de SuitiEaDe will 
tab die trodble of calling at the mgn of Sunt 
Gabriel, in die street of Ttdedo, he wSl diera me « 
friend who is not indifferent to him." 

Who can diis nameless friend poaoiblj be? said 'I 

"to mTseJf. Whet ean be the meaning of «U this 

tnysteiy? Obnonsly to oocasion me the pleasure of 
a smprise. I attended the sunuDons imaefately, 
And on fof nAvA at dte place appointed, was not a 
litde astoniiihed to find Don Alphonso de Lcyra 
Aere. Ib it possible ! ezehumed I: yon here, m; 
lord? Yes, my dear Gil Bias, answered he witii a 
elose compresnoD of my hand in his, it is Don 
Alphonso hmiself. Well 1 hot wimt bringB you to 
Ma&id? said I. Ton will be not a litde atarded, 
rejoined he, and no leas vexed at the occaooB of my 
jonmey. They have taken my goTemment of 
Valenoa from me, and die prime minister has seat 
ftr me 1o give an aecoimt of my oondnct. For a 
whole quarter of an hour I vras like a man stHpefied ; 

'llien, reoovering die powers of speech. Of n^iat, said 
I, are yoa accused? I know nothingat all about it, 

- answered he ; but my i&B^w» is probaUy awing to 
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a visit paid abont three weeks ago to die Oudinal 
Duke of Lerma, who was baoished about a montli 
aince to his seat at Denia. 

Yee, indeed I cried I in a pet, joa may well 

• attribnte your misfortune to that imprudent vimt: 
tbere is no occasion to look out for causes and efiects 
elsewhere ; but give me leave to^y that yon have 
not acted with your usual good sense, in fJ«imiiig 
acquaintance widi that fovorite out of fovor. The 
leap is taken, and die neck broken, said he ; and I 

.have nothing to do but to make the best of a bad 
bargain : I shall retire with my family to our paternal 
estate at Leyrs, iiiiere the remnant of my days will 
f^ide away in peace and obscurity. What taunts and 
teases me is the requisition of aj^earing before m 
haughty minister, who may receive me with all the 
insolence of office. How humiliating to the pride of 

. a Spaniard ! And yet it is a measure of neceasi^ ; 
but before the degrading ceranony took [daoe, I 
wanted to talk it over with you. Sir, said I, do not 
announce your arrival to the minister, lill I have 
ascertained the nature of the reports to your discredit, 
for there are fow evils without a remedy. Whatever 
may be your alleged crimes, yon will give me leave, 
if yon please, to act in the affiur as gratitude and 
friendship shall dictate. With this assurance, I left 
him at bis inn, and promised to let him hear from 
me soon. 

Aa I had taken np active part in state affitirs sinoe 
the two raemoriak, in wluch my eloquence was so 
signally diq^yed,! wait to look for Canuro, with 
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ft view to inquire whether Don Aiphonso's gOTem- 
meot waa really taken &om him. He answered in 
the affirmative, but proftaaed not to knowthe reason. 
Finding bow tbings stood, I determined to apply at 
bead-quarters, and to learn tbe grounds of grievance 
from bis kmlsfaip's own montb^ 

My spirits were really bu-assed, bo that there was 
no need of putting on the trappings and the suits of 
woe, to attract my lord dike's notice. Wbat is the 
matter, SantHlane ? said be as soon as be saw me. 
I perceive a marked imbappiness on your counte* 
nanoe, and tears just ready to trickle down your 
cheeks. Has any one behaved ill to you ? Tell me, 
and you shall have your revenge. My lord, answered 
I in a melancholy tone, even though my grief would 
seek to hide itself, it must have vent : my despair is 
past eodunuKe, The report goes that Don Alphonso 
is no longer governor of Valencia ; a severer stroke 
could not have been inflicted on me. What say you, 
Gil Bias? replied the minister in astonishment: 
what interest can you take in this Don Alphonso 
and bis gorermnent? On this question, I d^ailed 
at length my obligations to the lords of Leyva, and 
modestly stated my own interference with the Duke 
^ Lerma, to obtain the appointment for my &iend. 

When bis ezcellenoy had beard me through with 
die most polite and kind attention, he spoke thus r 
Make yourself easy, Gril Bias. Besides my entire 
ignorance of what you have just told me, I must 
own that I considered Don Alphonso as the cardinal's 
creature. Only put yourself in my place : was not 
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the vuit tahu tmumoe anioit wM|iiBiow cwm* 
ftaoM? Y«t I am wflliDg to batisre ttuU. owing Iw 
pMfanMHt to tlutt Duoistcr, ho ini|^ Iuito noeoH 
ber*d him bt bii adt^^ from % motiTe of pim 
gratitude. I am terry for biTiiig dispUned a naa 
who owed his eleratioa to you ; but if I havo puUad 
down jour faandiworic I can build it up again. I 
mean to do still mora than ike Duka of Lenaafbr 
you. Your&iend DonAl ph onap was oolygOTcnor 
of Yaleociaj I it|^toiiit hin vioaoy of Anagoai jou 
nay aend him w(»d ao yovnelfi and onlor him 
hither to take the oaths. 

At these words, my feelinga changed bom extreme 
grief to an exoese of joy, which conpletdy cazic»- 
tured the mediocrity of co m mon sonae, and audo 
me utter an incoiifnatt ihapaody of tbaski ; but the 
want of method in the madneas of my diaooiiree was 
not taken amiss ; and on my hinting that Doa 
AlpJionso was already at Madrid, ho told me that I 
might preaent him this voy day. I ran to the sign 
of Saint Gabriel, and eommunicated my own raptures 
to IXia Ctesar's ton, by informing liim of Ida new 
i^^intment. He couU not bdievo what Z toU 
him, hut found it a hanl matter to persuade hisaself 
that the prime nuniater, though likely enou^ to be 
Tery wedl disposed towaida me, should extend his 
friendship ao far as to di^raaa of vicecoyallios at my 
instance. I oairied him witib me to nay lotd dulcB. 
who received him vcsy affid>Iy,oomplimaited him on 
his unilbnn good ooaduot in his govenuncnt vi Va- 
kocia, a n d fin jAed by sying that die king, oo ik U r 
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tag him w qoaUAai ibr % ^ai^xer itetion, l|ad namod 
)nm fw the vteerof kl^ oS AiMgon. fieaidei, added 
be, TOUT fiunily is of a xank not to diqiange tba 
digni^ of the office, so that the AmgDnew nobility 
will have no ^ea for excepting against the choice of 
the court. 

His excellency mode no mention of me, and tlie 
public was kept in the daric as to my share in the 
bosiness ; indeed, this prndent silence was lucky both 
for Don Alphonso and the minister, since the tongues 
of de&men would have been busy in taking to 
pieces the pretensions of a viceroy who owed hia pre- 
ferment to my patronage. 

As soon OS Don Geaar'a son ccwld spook with 
certainty of his new honors, he sent off' an express 
for Valencia with ^e information to his father and 
Senqihina, who soon aziived in Madrid. Their first 
object was to find me out, and ply me thick and 
threefold with acknowledgments. What a proud 
mad aifocting sight for ma, to behold the three 
persons in tbe worid nearest my heart, vying with 
each other in their testimonies of affection and 
gratitude ! The pleasnre my zeal serau^ personally 
to give tbem was equal to the dignity conferred tm 
their house l^ the post of viceroy. Tbey even 
talked with me on a footing of equality, and scarcely 
Kmembercd my original distance or servitude in the 
fervor <A their present feelings. Bnt not to dwdl 
on unnecessary topics, Don Alphonso, having taken 
the oaths and retmmed thanks, left Madtid with his 
ftmSy, to tidce up his abode at SaHigossa.' ■ He 
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made lib pablie entrf widi ^iproprirte nwgdfieaiOB ; 
and tlie AmgoneH c«ued it to «{^ear» hy tbor 
oordiol reception, that I had a very |netty knadc it 
picldng out ft vkooy. 



CEAPTEB Xin. 



OIL tiAB tasra bom gastos bx coaoiLoa ajtb doi 

ISBKXW BE TOKOEaiLLAB AT TEX DRAWJg9.R0OM, AMU 
JJUOUMXa WITH THEM TO A MOMM COWVMMIEMT fUCM. 

THE aroRT or mm OAaroE axb domxa bmuma be 

OALiaTEO COaClUOED. BAJiraiJUIE MEEBEMa SOME atE- 
nCE TO TOEBEBILtAB. 

I VA8 vp to the hilts in joy at having bo manel- 
loitslf metamcffidioeed an ex-goremor into a yyaesoj ; 
thft lorda of Leyra tbenuelveB woe not primed 
and loaded so near to butsting. But veiy soon I 
had another opportunity of employing my credit in 
the beaten track of fiiendahip ; and. there is the moie 
oooasion to quote these instanoee, that my leaden 
may clearly discern with how differeid a man tb^ 
are in company> from that gracelesa Gil Bias, who, 
umler ikta Sarmsi miniatiy, carried on a ehamdesi 
traffic in the hiHiors and emoluments of the state. 

One day I was wuting in the king's antechamber, 
in conversation with some noblemen, who, knowing 
me to stand well with the prime minister, were not 
ashamedof taking me by the hand. In the crowd was 
PonChuton.de CogoUoSfWhom I had left apiisooer 
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in tlie tower of Sc^^oria. He vas with Don Andrew 
de TordeoUas, the warden. I readily quitted my 
compaiiy to go and renew my acquaintance with my 
two fiiendt. If they were astonished at the sight oC 
me, I was no less so to find them here. After 
mutual greetings, Don Gaston said, ^gnor de 
Santillane, we have many inqoiriee to make of eadb 
other, and this place affircds little opportunity for 
private intercourse ; allow me to request your 
company where we may open our hearts freely. X 
made no objection ; we pushed our way tfarou^ the 
crowd, and left the palace. Don Gaston's carriage 
was ready wudng in the street : we all three got 
into it, and drove to the great market-place, where 
the hull-fights ore exhibited. There CogoUos lived 
in a very handsome house. 

SignoT Gil Bias, said DoQ Andrew on our 
entrance, at your departure from Segovia you seemed 
to have ooncdved a thorough hatred against the 
court, and to have formed a settled purpose of 
abandoning it forever. Sucfa was, in iact, my 
design, answered I ; nor were my sentiments at all 
changed during the lifetime of the late king; but 
when the prince his son come to the throne, I had a 
mind to see whether the new monarch would know 
me again. He did so, and received me fiivoraUy, 
with a strong recommatdationto the prime minister, 
who admitted me to his fiiendship, and took me more 
into his confidence than ever did the Dulce of Lerma. 
TioM, Signor Don Andrew, is my story. And now 
tell me whether you itill hold your office in the tower 
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of Segovia. No, indeed, aidwoed he; my }ati 
duke has renHxved me, and pot another in mj room. 
He probably obnsidered me as tn&rdj derated to 
his predecessor. And I, said Doa Gaston^ iraa tet 
at libertf tot the contruy reasoQ ; the -prinua "\v"¥ivr 
was DO aooner informed that my impnsoBment was hj 
the Duke of Lenna's order, than he otdexed me to be 
released. The present boidness, Signor Oil Bias, is 
to relate the subsequeot particulan of mj Ad- 
ventures. 

The first thing I did, continued he, alter A»nHng 
Don Andrew for his kind attentions during my con- 
finement, was to repair to Madrid. I preasited 
myself before the Count Duke of Olivarez, who 
said, You need not be ^preheoBiTe of any blonidi 
on your character in consequence of yonr late mis- 
fortune ; you are honorably acquitted : nay, your 
innocence is bo mudi the more sstisfitctoiily eetab- 
Usbed, as the Marquis of Villarealf with whom yoa 
were supposed to bo implicated, was not guilty. 
Tbou^ a Portuguese, and related to the Duke of 
Bragansa, he is leas in his interests than iu-those of 
the king my maater. That connection, therefore, 
ought not to have been imputed to yon as a crime ; 
but, to n^nir yaar wrongs, the king has given yoa 
a lieutenant's commission in the Spanish guards. 
This I accepted, beg^ng it as a fitvor of his excel- 
lency to allow me, before I joined my r^ment, to 
go and see my aunt. Donna Eleonora de Lunrilla, 
at Coria. The minister gave me leave of absence 
for a month, and I departed with only one s 
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Wc had got btfoaA Colmeoar, and were thread- 
ing a nvnnv pass between two moanUuu, ^«i we 
came within sight of a gentleoMui defending hinuelf 
bravely against throe men, who all fell upon hint 
together. I did not hesitate about going to hia aid, 
bat hastened forward and planted myself by hii aide. 
I nnuu^ed, friiile we were fighting, that our enemies 
wen moBlrad, and tliat we hod to do with expert 
swtndsmen. But we triumphed over tlio united ad> 
Tantages of their skill and disparity. I ran one of 
the three through the body ; he fell from hie ItOTSOt 
■ad the two others immediately betook thenuelves to 
flight. Tb» riotory indeed was scarcely less fiital to 
DS than to tbo wretch whom I had killed, for wc 
were both dmgeronsly wotutded. But conceirc my 
■nrprise, when I discovered the gentleman to be 
Combadoa, the hosband of Donna I^raa. He was 
no less astonished At recognizing me its hia defender. 
Ah, Don Qaston 1 exdaimed he, was it yon, then, 
who came to iny tssistancc ? 'VVhcn you took my 
part so generously, you little thought it \ras the 
person who liad snatched your mistress from you. I 
(enlly did not know it, answered I ; but though I 
had, do you think I Could have wavered about doing 
asIhaTedooe? Con you entcvtain so ill an o[Hnion 
of me as to beliere my soul so sordid? Ko, no, 
replied be ; I think better of you i and should I die 
of my wounds, it will be my prayer that yours may 
not disable you from profiting by my death. Com- 
badoa, said I, tinu^ I have not yet fi^gotten Donna 
Hdena, know that I do not pant aft^r the possession 
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of }ia chums at die expense of joor life ; so fiv 
&om it, that I congntolate myself on haviiig con- 
triboted to your reecue fiom assKMination, since by 
BO doing I have peifi»ii^ an aooeptable eerrioe to 
your wife. 

While we were oommaning together, my aemnt 
dismonnted, and diBwiog near to the geotkman 
stretched at his length, took off his mask, -wbai 
CombadoB, with sensations of gratitode for fail 
delivenmce, diatiactly traced the {eatores. It is 
C^rara, exclaimed he ; that treacherous consin, who, 
in mere disgust at having missed a rich inheritaiice 
wbidi he had ni^jiwtly dispoted with me, has long 
since cherished a murderous design against my life, 
and fixed on this day to put it in execution ; hot 
heaven has tnmed him over to its determined 
vengeance, and made him the victim of his own 
attempt. 

While this conversation was gmng on, onr blood 
was flowing at the same rate, and we were beoomiag 
more exhausted everyminute. Neverdieless, disabled 
as we were, we had strength enough to reach the 
town of ViUaiejo, which hes widiin a gunshot m 
two irom the fidd of battle. At the veiy first house 
of call we sent for surgeons. Tia most expertcsme 
at our summons. He examined our woonds, and 
reported them as dangerous. After taking off the 
bandages and dressing tliem a seoond time, he pro- 
nounced those of Don Bias to be mortal. Of mine 
be thou^t more favorably, and the event cotre- 
sponded with his prognostic. 
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Gouibados, finding himself consigned to tJie grave* 
thought only of due prqwntion for a moat seriooa 
event. He sent an expreu to hia wife, "with an 
account of what had happened, particnlarizing his 
present sad conation. Donna Helena soon arrived 
at Vfllarejo. Her mind was drawn different ways 
bytwo opposite OGCasIons of distress— the hazard of 
her husband's life, and the fear of feeling the revival 
of a half extingnlsfaed flame at tiie sight of me. Thii 
sight occasioned her to experience a terrible agitation. 
Madam, said "Doa Btaa when she iqipeared in his 
presence, you are come just in time to receive my 
&rewell. I am at the point of deaths and I considec 
my fiite as a punishment from heaven for ba^g 
taken you from Don Oaston by a fant ; &r fivm 
mormnring at it, I exhort yon with my last breath to 
restore to him a heart which I had stolen from him« 
Donna Helena answered him only by her tears ; and 
indeed it was the best Eiaswer she could make ; for 
she bad neither fin^otten her first love, nor the arti- 
fioee whereby she had been influenced to renounce 
her plighted fiuth. 

& happened, as the surgeon had anticipated, that 
in less than three days Combados died of his wounds* 
while mine, on the contrary, wore the ^ipearance 
of convalescence. The young widow, whom no 
earthly considerations conld detach from the oare of 
tranqwrling he» late hosband'a renuina to Coria> 
that dtcy mi^t be deposited with due honors in the 
fiunily vault, hSt Tillartgo on "het teturo, after in- 
pairing, meidy as « matter ^f course, how I wan 
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going on. As soon u I wm woU edoogfa to be le- 
movecltlbentiigrooDitotaOoria, \rbereBiy teeoray 
wu Kxm ucertained. My Mmt, Dotma Elecmm, 
■nd Don Osin^ de GtUtteo, inta dotamined tfaat 
my jtmrtiage wiA Hvtnk shoold take place fivtb- 
with> leM MOM amr t»{irioe of fortum ahoald pMt lu 
onoe more. Tba eenaoaj wm privately pevfimoed, 
m MODimt of the late melaDclioljr eventi and witbia 
kfewdajm Intamedtolllladrid witli DontmlUeaa. 
Am mj leare of absenm luid eai:^fed, Z \na aSaai 
lest the misiater dtonkl hare miponedcd mo ia o^ 
IktttetuuMsy ; bat he had Dot filled ap the nwam^, 
and reoeiTed 1117 apologiw tc^ gnuaowly. 

Thus am I, continned CogoUos, Ueotenant of the 
Spaniah gtiatdsy and my attuation is exactljr to mj 
miiid. "na onde of my fiioida is reqiectable and 
pleaunt, tmd I live at my ease amoog them. Wo«ld 
I could say as mach I ezchunted Doa Ajidrew } bat 
I tun very &r from bemg satitfed with my lot t I 
have lost my appointment, which was not withoot 
itsadTaiitagcs,aiid have no ftiendsof soffioieiit iattp- 
est to procuro mc a better berth . Etaaae »e» Sigaor 
Don Andrew, cried I* wi& m. sort «f nplHftidiag 
smilo, yon hare a fiiJend in me who may chukce to bo 
better titan no fiwnd at all. I have told yoo alceat^ 
titat I am a greater fitvorite with my lord duko than 
with the Dnke of Zierms ; and will you tell ma to 
my fitce that yoa have no interest at court t Han 
you not already expoienced tlie eootraiy ? BeooUeot 
that, through the AnthbidM^ c^ Oranada'a pcnmfid 
ttoommendatioa, I prooorad you a mminstinn Ar 
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Ifodoo, where' youwonld luiTe nude your fortune, 
if loTe had not st^^ed in and maned it at Alicont. 
Ify meaiu are now more exteosive^ since I bicve the 
Mr <^ the prime miniater. I pve myself up to you 
then, rallied Tordenlkji ; but do not send me into 
New Spain, though the flrat ai^oiBtinent in the colo- 
nies Y^ere At year disposal. 

Van WB wore intetnipted by Donna Helcnat vrho 
Came into the room, and improved eren upon th« 
visioas of n^ &iMiy by the raali^ oS her channa. 
OogoUos introduced me as the companion who had 
sdaced the tedious hours of his impriacmmeiU. Yee, 
modamt said I to Donna Helaia» my oonvefsation 
did indeed soothe his sorrows, for it turned on you. 
The coiqdiment was not thrown away, and I took 
n^ leave with repeated congratulatifms. With ro- 
spett to TordtsiUas, I asBuied him that within a 
week he should know how iar my power, as well as 
will, extended. 

Kor were these mere werds. On the very next 
day, the opportunity occurred. SnntiUanc, said liis 
excellent^', the place of governor in the royal prison 
of Yalladolid is vacant : it is worth more than thrco 
hundred pistoles a year, and is yours if you will 
accept of it. Kot if it were worth ten thousand 
ducats, answered I, for it would carry me away from 
your lordship. But, replied the minister, you may 
ffll it by depotf , and only viot occasionally. That 
is as it may be, r^juaed I ; but I shall only accept 
it on condition <it resigning in favor of Don Andrew 
de TordeaiUas, a bravo and loyal gentleman; I 



^d by Google 



348 °'^ B^& 

flhouki like to give' lum Has plsoe in adoxniiedg- 
ment of his kin^eas to me in tite tower of Segonm. 
TioB ple» made tlie minuter langfa lieartily, and 
say, Ab fitr as I see, Gil Bias, 70a mean to mab 
yourself a goienil patron. Even so be it, mj fiiend ; 
the TBcaney is yoors for TordesiUas ; bnt tdl me 
nnfeignedly what fellow-feeling yaa have io tte 
Inuinesa, fbr you are not mcb a fool oi to dmnr 
away your interest fot nothing. My Iwd, aoaweted 
I, Bon Andi«w charged me nothing for all his acb 
of friendahip ; and should not a man rqiay hi§ oUi- 
gatbns? Yon are become highly mmal and setf- 
mortified, replied hia excellency; rather more so 
than mider die last administzation. Kredsdy •», 
r^cdned I ; then evil communication oormpted my 
principles ; bargain and sale were the order of At 
day, and I conformed to the estsbliebed practice : 
now, all preferment is allotted on the footing of a 
meritorious free gift, and my integrity ihall not be 
the last to fidl in with the fiiabimi. 



CHAPTER XI7. 



Onz day, after dinner, a &Hy s^zed nte to go - 
and see the poet of the Astorias, feeling s sort of 
curiosity to know on what floor be lodged. I re* 
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paired to die honse of Signer Don Bertnuid Gmoez 
del Bibero, ttod aaked for Nunez. He does not Uv« 
liere now, aaid the porter, bat over the way, in 
•pwtiTHintB at the back of the houae. Z went thither, 
and, croiung a small oonrt, entered an nnfiinushed 
pazlor, wheremj &iead Fabcvao ww sitting at table, 
d(»iig the honors to fire or six goeets from the ham< 
let and liberty of Fanassiis. 

They were at the latter end of a feast, and of 
course at the beginning of an afl^y ; bnt as soon as 
they peroeiTed me, a dead silence succeeded to their 
obatr^erouB argmnentsliOD. Nunez rose &om his 
Beat with much pomp and droumataace c£ politeness 
to receive me, saying, GroUlemen, Signor de Santil- 
lane I He does me the honor to visit me under this 
hmnble roof; as ^e favorite of tlie prime minister, 
70a will all join with me in tendering your hnmblb 
^CTvioes. At this introduction, the wordiipfiil ctnn- 
pany got up and made their best bows ; for my rank 
oonld not fiul of procuring nke respect from the 
mamifiuturerB of dedications. Though I was neither 
lumgry nor thirs^, it was ioqKwsible not to sit down 
and drink a toast in snch aode^. 

My presence i^pearing to be a restraint. Gentle' 
men, sud I, it should seem that I have interrupted 
your otrnversation : resume it, or you drive maaway. 
My leaned firiends^ aaid Fahrioio, were discasnng 
Um ^ Iplugenia " of Enripidefl. The bachdor, 
Hdchaor de VHUgas, a clevor man of the first rank 
in diia lepofalic of lettan, teanmed the topic by acting 
poa Jadnto de Bomerate wbioh was tbi point fif 
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IntMNt in that tragedy. Don Jadnto ucribed it to 
the fmnU—t danger of Iph^enia. Hw bMhdor 
oontanded, oflhring to i»ov« hii propontioB hy kU 
the crideooe admiMiUeftt the bar cf logie orariti- 
cim, Hmt the danger of a tznmpecy girl had nothiog 
to do with the nal iTnipathy of that afibeting piece. 
What hai to do with it then? bawled the old Ijoon- 
tiate Gubriel of Leon, indignantly. It torne irith 
dte wind, rqiUed the bachelor. 

The whole company bunt into e ihont of kagb* 
ter at thia aaawtion, which they wve 6a from co»- 
aidoing aa serioaa ; and J myaelf thonght tint M^ 
ehior had only launched it by way of adding the ant 
of wit to tho aeverity o( critical disousskm. Sut I 
was out in my calculatim Teq>eetiQg the eharaoter 
of that eminent acholar : he had not a grua of 
Bjni^itlinoes or pleasantry in liis whole oompositiaR. 
Lai^ as you jdeose, gentlemen, replied be, veij 
oocdly ; I maintain that there is no eirounutanca but 
the wind, ankss it be the wwtheicock, to inteceat, 
to strike, to rpuae the paasiona of the i^eetator. 
¥%are to yoorselTes % multitudinous am^ aaaeni- 
bled for tho purpose of laying uege to Tray; take 
into tin aeoooot the eager haste of the i^Boera and 
ooouDoa men to carry their enterpziae into ezeeutien, 
that iLgy may ntam with their beat lags focemoat 
jMo Greece, where tfwy have left owythii^ moat 
dsar to them — thar houaelkald goda, tiwir wivea and 
riiair <AJldient aU this «diile a miachierogB wiad 
^NMt the wiosgtfuxtit kaepa tiMBi port^ionBa. it 
|ko8at«id,aa^wiraf.driTas~ft aail ute th* ymjf 
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lieiidof tlM«9«ditwnt «o dut. till batter wmUmv. 
U VM imitaMttila to go lud lay Mge to I^wm^ 
town, \Vuk1 umI weather, tbsnfbn, nuka up 
tiw iat«f«rt of tluB tr^pdy. My good widus »• 
wUb the Graeks ; my wlwle feonltiea ue mnqiped 
op ia the mocew ^ time detign; the n^ng 
of tfwir fleet is wUh in« the only hin^ of the 
fitUot and I look at the danger of Iphigenia viMi 
aomewhat of a Belf-intemted ooniplaneiicy, beoauae 
bj bar death the winding up of the atorj into a briik 
and &ToraUe gale ma likely to be aooelerated. 

Am won ai Yill^gaa had finished hie ctitidani, the 
langb btust oat mora than ever at bit expense, 
Nunez was sly enou^ to ude with him, that a &irer 
aoope and broader mark might be presented to tho 
shafts of malicious vrit which were let fly Itom all 
the quarters in the shipman's cord at Ibis poster of 
the sea and land. But the bachelor, eying then 
all with snUime indifference and supreme contempt, 
gave them to understand bow low in the list of the 
ignorant and vulgar they ranlccd in bis estimation. 
Every moment did I expect to see ibese v^wring 
s{ririts kindle into a blaze, and wage war against the 
baiiy honors of each otlier's brainless skulls ; but the 
joke was not carried to that lengtli : they confined 
dteir hostilities to opprobrious epithets, and took 
their leave ^en they had eaten and drunk as mu^ 
aa they could get. 

After their departure, I asked Fabricio why be bad 
aepatated himself from his treasurer, and whether 
tlwy bad quarrelled. Quarrelled! answered he: 
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^aven defisod me frmn such a misfbrttme I I am 
en brtterterma than ever with Sigaor Don Bertrand, 
yiho gave tua oonsent to my living impart from him ; 
here, therefore, I' receive my friends, ind take my 
fieuara vith them unmolested. You know very 
well that I am not of* a t«m'per to lay up treasures 
for thoas who are to oome sAer me ; and as it hap- 
pens lucidly, I am now in circranstanocs to give my 
little classical entotainmenta every day. I am de- 
Kilted at it, my dear Nnnez, rt^ed I, and once 
more wish yon joy on dte success of your last tng^* 
dy : the great Lope, hy his ogfat hundred dramatic 
pieces, never made a quarter of the money which 
you have got by the daauution of yoar " CSoimt de 
Saldagna." 
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BOOK THE TWELFTH. 



CHAPTER I. 



Fob nearly a month his excellency hod been say- 
ing to me ereiy day, Santillone, the time is ap- 
proaching when I shall call your choicest powers 
of address into action ; but the time that was com- 
ing never came. It is a long lase, however, where 
there is no turning; and his excellency at length 
qpoke to me neariy as follows : They say that there 
is, in the cmnpany of comedians at Toledo, a yomig 
actress of much note for her personal and professidnal 
ftadnations ; it is affirmed that she dances and sings 
like all dw Muses and Ciraces put together, and that 
the whole theatre rings witJi applause at her perform- 
ance: to these perfections is added matchless and 
irresistible beauty. Such a star should only shine 
within the circle of a court. The king has a taste 
for the stage, for music, and for dancing ; nor must 
he be debarred fiom the pleasure of seeing and hear- 
ing eodi a prodigy. I have determined on sending 
you to Ttdedo, that you may judge for yourself 
whether she leally is so extraordinary an actress : 
m yoor foc^ing of her merit my measures shall be 

nu HI. » 
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token ; for I hare unlimited coDfidence in toot di»- 



I undertook to bring his lordship a good aocoont 
of this buuness, and made my arrangements for Bet- 
ting oat with one servant, but not in the minister's 
livery, hy way of conducting matters more warily ; 
and that precaution relished wdl with his exceDency. 
On my arrival at Toledo, I had scarcely ali^ited at 
the inn, when the landlord, taking me for scune coun- 
try gentleman, said. Please your honor, you an 
probaUy come to be present at the august ceremony 
of an Auto da F^ to-morrow. I answered in the 
affirmatiTe, the more completely to tpialna/l him and 
ke^ my own counsel. You will see, replied be, 
one of the prettiest proceasiona yon ever saw in yoor 
lifo : there are said to be more than a hundred pris- 
oners, and ten of them are to be roasted. 

In good truth, next morning, before snnrise, I 
heibd all the bells in the town peal merrily; and 
the design of their bob-majors was to aoqaaint tlte 
people that the pastime was about to begin. Cnri- 
ous to see what sort of a recreation it was, I dresMd 
in a hurry, and posted to the scene of action. All 
about that quarter, and along the stzeete whoe the 
proceseion was to peas, were scaffolds, <hi one of 
which I purchased a standing. The Dominicans 
walked forst, preceded by the banner of the inquisi- 
tion. These Christian fathers were immediately fol- 
lowed by the hiqtless victims of the holy office se- 
lected for this day's burnt-offering. Hieee devoted 
wretches walked one by one, with thar bead and 
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fiaet bare, «td) of tbem with a tfq>eF in his hand, and 
ft fiery, not b^itismal god&ther by Ids aide. Some 
had laj^ ydlow scapulariea, worked with crosses of 
St. Andrew in red ; others wore sugar-loaf caps of 
p^>er, iUostrated with flamea and diabolical figures 
of all sorts bj way of emblem. 

As I looked narrowly at these objects of religious 
gaze, with a compassion in my heart which mi^t 
have been construed criminal, had it run over £rom 
my eyea, I &ncied liiet the rererend Father Hilary 
and hia c<nnpanion brother Ambroee were araiHig 
those who figured in the sugar-loaf caps. They 
passed too near for me to be decaved. What do I 
•ee? thought I inwardly. Heaven, wearied out with 
the wicked lives of these two scoundrels, has given 
them up to the justice of the iuquisidoQ I My whole 
fiame trembled at the thought, and my spirits were 
scarcely equal to support me from fainting. My 
connection with these knaves, the adventure at Xel- 
-fa, all our pranks in partnenhip rushed upon my 
memory, and I did not know how sufficiently to 
thank Ciod for having preserved me from St. An- 
drew's crosses and the piunted devils on ihe paper 
caps. 

When the ceremony was over, I returned to the- 
inn w^ my heart sickening at the dreadful sight ; 
but painful impressions soon wear away, and I 
thon^t only of my commaission and its due accMn' 
pliahment. I wuted with impatience for play-time, 
as the moment and scone of my commendng oper^ 
tkms. On the opening of the doors I repaired to tba 
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tbestz«, and took my seat next to a kn^^ of Akan- 
tan. We eooD got into chat. Sir, said I, die 
players here have been represented to me in vtrj 
fevorahle terms : may I give credit to general r^ 
port? The company is not contemptible, replied 
the knight: tixy have some first-iBte perfbrmera; 
among the rest, the peerless Lncretia, an actress of 
£nirt«en, who will astonish yon ; and she plays one 
of her best parts to-nigfaL 

On the drawing up of the curtain, two actresses 
came on, with every advantage of dress and stage 
e^ct; but neither of them could posnUy be the 
object of my search. At length Lncretia made her 
appearance at the back scene, and walked forwards 
amidst a thunder of ^iplause. Ah I this is she, in- 
deed I thought I ; and a delicate specimen of loveli- 
ness, as I am a sinner I In her very first speech she 
proved herself a child of natore, with energy and coa- 
ception far above her years ; and the approbalion of 
s provincial audience was confirmed by my metzo- 
politan judgment. The knight was h^i^ to find I 
Hked her , and assured me that if I had heard her sing, 
my ears mig^ have rejoiced to the sorrow of my heart. 
Her dancing, too, he represented as not less formida- 
ble to the free will of lordty man. I inquired what 
youth, blessed as the immortal gods, had the exqui- 
nte happiness of brining himself to be^;ary for so 
sweet a giii. She is under no avowed [n<otection, 
said he ; and scandal has not coupled her name with 
private license ; but Lncretia most take care of b^i- 
aelf, &r she is under the wing of her aunt Estdkt; 



Digitized by G0(l(^le 



-J 



INTERVIEW WITH LAVRA. 357 

■nd there is not an actress in the company so warm- 
ly fledged for hatching the tender paseions into life. 

At the name of Katella, I inquired with some 
eagerness who she was. One of our best perform- 
ers, said my informant. She does not pUy to-ni^t, 
to our great loss, for her cast is that of atngails, and 
abe humors them to perfection. A little too broad, 
perhaps, hot diat is a fiuilt on the right side. From 
the ifeatures'of the description, there could be no 
doafat bat this must be Laura ; that lady so notori- 
008 in these memonrs, whom I left at Grenada. 

To make assurance doubly sure, I went behind 
the scenes after the play. There she was, in the 
green-room, flirting with some men of fiishion, who 
probably endured the aunt for the sake of the niece. 
I eame up to pi^ my devotions ; but whim, or per- 
baps revenge ibr my cuttmg and running from Gre- 
nada, determined her to put on the stranger, and 
leo^ve my compliments with so discouraging a cold- 
ness as to throw me into sonke little coniusion. In- 
stead of latching it off, 1 was fiml enou^ to be angry, 
and withdrew in a dtolerio determination to return 
next day. Laura shall smart for this ! said I ; her 
niece shall not appear at court ; I will tell the minister 
that she dances like a she bear, has formed her bravura 
between the scream of a pea-hen and the cackle of a 
goose, acta like a puppet, and comprehends like an 
idiot. 

Socb was my scheme of revenge, but it proved 
abortive. Just as I was going out of town, a foot- 
boy brought me the following note ; " Forget and for- 
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give, and follow dw bearer." I obeyed, and fbcmd 
Laura nt ber dresaing-table in very d^ant aparU 
menta near ih& tbeatre. 

Sbe rose to welcome me, sayiogi Signer Gil Bias, 
you b&ve ereiy reason to be ofiended at your rec^H 
tion behind tibe sc^iee, which was out of character 
between such old friends; but I really was most 
abominably disconcerted. Just as you came iqt, 
one of our gentlemen had brou^t me some scandal- 
ous stories about my niece, whose honor has abn^ 
been dearer to me than my own. On coining to 
myself, I immediately sent mj servant to find you 
out, with the intention of making you amends to- 
day. You have done eo alreaify, my dear Laium, 
said I ; let us therefore talk over old times. You 
may remember that I left yon in a very ticklish jkc- 
dicamrait, when conscience and the fear of puniab- 
ment drove me bo precapitately &om Grenada. How 
did you get off with your Portuguese lovex ? Easily 
enough, answered Laura : do not yoa know that in 
those coses men are mere fools, and acquit us womeD 
without even calling for our defawe? 

I faced the Marquis of Marialva out that you were 
my very brother, and drew iq>on my impodeuce for 
the support of my credit. Do you not see, sud I 
to my Portuguese dupe, that this is all the contriv- 
ance of jealousy and lage? My rival, NaicisBa, in- 
furiated at my poeeeseion of a heart which she had 
Tiunly atten^ted to gain, has bribed the mndlr flniiff 
er to assert that he has seen me as Arsenia's wait- 
in^woman at Madrid. It is an abominable fidso- 
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hood ; the widow <^ Don Aatonio Coello has alwsTa 
hoea too hi^ in her nodons to be the hanger-on of 
ft theatrical nuBtreu. Besides, what completely dis- 
prores the whole allegation ia my brother's precipi- 
tate retreat : if he were here, it would be & subject 
of evidence ; bst Narcissa must have devised acme 
stratagem to get him out of the way. 

!Iliese reasons, continued Laura, were not the 
most convincing in the world, but th^ did very well 
for iha marquis ; and that good, easy nobleman con- 
tinued his confidence ^ his return to Portugal. 
This happened soon after your departure ; and Za- 
pata's wife had the pleasure of seeing me lose what 
she could not win. After this, I staid some years 
longer at Qrenada, till the company waa broken up 
in consequence of some squabbles, irfiich will take 
place in mimic as well aa in real life : some went to 
Seville, others to Cordova; and Z came to Toledo, 
wbeie I have been for these ten years with my niece 
Lucr«tia, whose performance you must have seen 
last night. 

lliifl was too much to be taken gravely. Laiuv 
inquired why I laughed. Can that be a question ? 
said I. You have neither Inother nor sister, one or 
otluT of whidi ia a necessary ingredient in an aunt. 
Besides, when I calculate in laj mind the Iqwe of 
time since our last seporaljon, and compare that period 
with the age of your niece, it is more than possible 
that yoorrelationslup maybe in a nearer degree of Idn. 

I understand you, refJied Don Antonio's widow, 
with something like a moral tinge of red in her 
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cheek ; yoo are an accurate chrDncJogiit I Tba« i* 
no garbling facta ia defiance of your memory. TV^ell 
then 1 Lucretia ia my daughter l^ the Marqnia of 
Marialva : it wafi extremely wrong, but I cannot con- 
ceal it from you. The confession must indeed be a 
shock to your modes^, said I| after telling me your> 
self what pranks yon j^yed with the hospital stew- 
ard at Zamora. I must tell you moreover that Lu- 
cretia is an article of bo superior a quality, as to 
render you a public benefiwstor by having thrown ber 
into the nutrket. It were to be wished that the stolen 
embraces of all your firatemi^ might be blessed with 
fruitfulness, if they conld secure to themselves a pat- 
ent lor brce(£ng after your sample. 

Should any sarcastic reader, comparing iJiis pas- 
sage with some circumstances related while I was 
the marquis's secretary, suspect me of being entitled 
to dispute the honors of paternity with that noble- 
man, I blush to eay that my claims are entirely out 
of the question. 

I laid open my principal advraitures to I^ura in 
my turn, as well as the present state of my a&irs. 
She listened with interest, and said, Friend Santil- 
lane, you seem to play a principal part on the stage 
of the world, and I congratolate yon most heartily. 
Should Lncretia be engaged at Madrid, I flatter my- 
self she will find a powerful protector in Signer de 
Santillane. Doubt it not, answered I : your daugh- 
ter may have her engagement whenever you please : 
I can promise you that, without presuming too much 
on my interest. I take you at your word, replied 
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Latm, and would eet out to-morrow, were I not 
ander articles to this company. An order from 
ooort will cot the knot of any articles, rejoined I; 
and that I take upon myself: yon shall have it with- 
in a week. It is an act of chivaliy to rescue Lucre- 
^ &om Toledo : such a pretty little actress belongs 
to the royal court, as parcel of the manor. 

Lucu^tia came into the nxmi Just as I was talking 
of her. The goddess Hebe herself never looked 
better in her best days : it was nature in the bud, 
exhaling the sweets of her earliest bloom, but pronH 
iung a more luxuriant waste of treasure. She was 
joBt up J and her natural beauty, without the aid of 
art, communicated the most rapturous sensationB. 
Come, niece, said her mother, thank the gentleman 
for all his kindness to us : he is an old friend of mine, 
who ranks hi^ at court, and undertakes to get us 
both an engi^ement at the theatre royal. The little 
girl seemed to be much pleased, and made me a low 
courtesy, sajring, with an enchanting smile, I most 
humbly thank you for your obliging intention ; but, 
by taking me from a partial au^ence, are you cer- 
tain that I shall not be looked down upon by that of 
Madrid? I may but lc»e by the exchange. I re- 
member hearing my aunt say that she has seen 
players most favorably received in one town, and 
hissed off the stage in another: this absolutely 
frightens me ; beware, therefore, of exposing me ■, 
to the derision of the oourt, and yourself to its !<&• 
proacbes. Lovely liucretia, answered I, we have 
r (^ us anything to fear ; I am rather appre- 
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hetuive, lest, by tlte havoc you will nuke i 
hearts, you should estate rival^iqw and kindle dia^ 
oord among the oourtieri. My nieoe'a fears, said 
Laura, are bettor founded than youn ; bat I hope 
they will both prove rain : howew feeble may be 
Lucretia'a chansa (tf person, her talents as an actress 
are at least above meduxsity. 

We oontjnued the ooBTcmatKn for some time; 
and I could gather, fiwn Luoretia's share in it, that 
she was a girl of superior talents. On taking leave, 
I assured them that tbey abould immediately receive 
« summons to Madrid. 



CHAPTER IL 

tUWriLLAFS MAXMS BIS KXPOMT fO TBS MnnstRR. WBO COM- 

Miaaioaa him to sbsb fob lucrbtia. rat enuTArfMAM- 
ASC£ or teatactrbbb BsroKS ran oovrt. 

On my retmn, I found wy lord duke inqiatient 
to be informed of my success. Qive you seen her? 
said he: is she worth transplaudng? My lord, 
answered I, &me, iriiich generally runs beyond all 
discr^on in its report of beau^, has erred on the 
side of paraimooj in its estimate of the matrhlwa 
yomig Lucretia ; she is all that youthful po^s fiuioy 
when they feign, for p^^sonal attractionB, and all 
that veteran managers seek when they sign actitJes, 
in scenic qualifications. 

Is it possible? exclaimed die minister witll a 
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-ntifl&otioii which involuntarily peeped out at his 
eyeS| and made me think be had some selfish haaker- 
inga after the article of my marketing at Toledo ; is 
it poedble? and is she leaUy so cbanmng a creature ? 
When 70U see her, replied I, 70a irill own that any 
▼erbtl picture of her perfeotioDB must be altogether 
inadequate to their due description. His excellenqy 
thai requiring a minute acooont of my journey, I gave 
him all the particulars, not excepting Iauts's story, 
and Lucretia's parentage. His lordship was d^ 
limited at the lattor circumstanoe, and enjoined nw) 
with a cordial compliment on my skill in euoh deli- 
cate negotiations, to finish as auspicioosly as I had 
bwun my undertaking. 

I vent to look fiir Camero, and told him that it 
was his excellency's pleasure he should make out an 
order for the admission of Estella and Laoretia, 
actresses from the Toledo theatre, into his majesty's 
company. Say yon so, Signer de SantillaneP an- 
swered Camero with a sarcastic leer ; you shall not 
be tept long in suspense, since you take so marked 
an interest in the fiMrtuues of these two ladies. He 
expedited the order in my preeence, and within a 
week the mother and daufj^ter sent me notice of 
their arrival. I immediately hastened to their lodg- 
ing near the theatre, and after an interdunge of 
thanks on th«r part, and assurances of continued 
Alport on mine, left them widi my best wishes fsa 
a brilliant career of suocess. 

Their names were announced in tiie bills as two 
new actcesaes, engaged by the special Tnnmlntj of the 
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court.. Therjr made their first Bppearsnoe in ft pl^r 
which they had been aodutomed to perfiirm in at 
Toledo witli loud and unuiinLouB i^plaiue. 

Norelly is the verj life and aool of theatrical en- 
totainments. Ihe house was uncommonlj crowded, 
and Z, of course, was among the audienoe. I was 
tather fii^iteued before the curtain drew up. Fta- 
jodiced as I was in &Tor of the candidates, my alarm 
waa in proportion to my interest. But when once 
they were ftirly on the boards, the din of welcome 
quieted all my ^tprehensions. Estdla waa ocmsid- 
ered as a first-rate actese in comic parts, and Lnny 
tia. as a female Boedus in heroines and love-sick 
damsels. But the love which she feigned herself 
she. really kindled in the hearts of the apectattvs. 
Some adntired the beauty of her eyes, others were 
touched with the plaintive Bweetaess of her vcuce, 
and all, bowing to the triumph of youth, viraciiy, 
and eh^ance, went away in r^torea with her persMi. 

My lord duke, who took an onoommon intemat 
in this threatrical event, was at the- play that even- 
ing. I saw him leave his box at the end c£ the 
piece wi& evident approbation of our new per- 
formers. Curious to know whether they equalled 
his expectations, I followed him home, and into his 
closer saying, Well, my lord, is your excellency 
weU pleased with little Marialva? My excdlency, 
answered he with a ely smile, must be vety di£Scult 
to be pleased, not to confirm the public voioe: 
yes, indeed, my good friend, I am enraptured with 
your Lucretia, and firmly believe that the ting will 
not see her without emotion. 
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Gbeat w&s the noise about the court on thia 
doable acquisition to the theatre ; it became the 
topic of conTeisatioii next day at the king's levee. 
Ilw young Lucretia was most in the mouths of tiie 
nobility, who described her bo feelingly, that his 
majes^ could not but imbibe the impression, though 
he was too poKta to express his interest either in 
words or by looks. 

To make amends for that restruat, he questioned 
the minister as soon as he was alone with him, who 
sbtted the success of a young actress from Toledo on 
the evening before. Her name, added he, is Lu- 
cretia ; and it is really a pity that ladies of her pro- 
fession should ever have been christened by any less 
chaste appellative. She is an acquaintance of San- 
tillane, who spoke so highly of her, that I thought 
it right to engage her for your majesty's ctanpany. 
The king smiled at the mention of my name, recol- 
lecting, perhaps, throu^ what channel he became 
acquainted with Catalina, and foreboding a like 
assistance on the present occasion. Count, Boid he 
to the minister, I mean to see this Lucretia act to- 
morrow, and will thank you to let her know it. 

I was, of course, sent with this intelligence to the 
two actresses. Great news I said I to Laura, whom 
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I BBw first : yoQ will have tlte aovereign of the 
gpaniah monarchy among your audience to-moirow, 
as the minister has desirad me to inform yoo. I 
cannot doubt but you will both ^ you do your beat 
to prove youreelves worthy of a royal command ; bat 
I would adviae you to choose a piece with mumc and 
dancing, that all Lucretia's aocompUshtnoitB may be 
displayed at one view. We wiU take your counsel, 
answered Laura, and it shall not be our feults if his 
va^eaty is disappointed. That can scarody hq)pen, 
taid I, seeing Lucrrtia come into the room in an 
undress, which showed h^ person to more advan- 
tage than all the wardrobe of the theatre : he will 
be the more delighted with your lovely niece, be- 
cause tlnnfing and music are his piincipRl pleasarca : 
he may even be tempted to throw her the handker^ 
chief. I do not at all wish, replied I^uira, that he 
should be that way inclined ; all-^werfiil nuouuch 
as he is, he mi^^ not find the acoomplidunent of 
his desires so easy. Lucreda, though brought up 
behind the scenes, is not without virtuous principles ; 
whatever pleasure she may take in ^planse and 
professional reputation, she had much rather pre- 
serve the character of a good girl than establish thst 
of a great actress. 

Aunt, sud litde Marialva, joining in the convei^ 
•ation, why conjure up moosters only to lay them 
again 7 I dull never be at a loss to repel the king's 
advances, because his taste is too refined to stoop so 
low. But, charming Lucreda, said I, if such a 
thing should h^ipen, woidd you be cruel enough to 
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let Ilim languiah like a oommon lover ? "Why nott 
answered she. Settbg virtue aside, my TaniQr 
would be more flattered by my own retiBtaoce than 
by the tribote of his affection. I was not a little 
mnpnsed to hear a popil of Laora's ediool talk so 
property, and to find that with so firee an edncadon 
•he imbibed snch nnnaual principles of morali^. 

The king, impatient to see Lucretia, went to the 
play next ereniDg. The piece was got up with 
mnsio and dancing, to show our young actress off to 
the best advantage. My eyes were fixed on his 
majesty ; but he completely eluded my penetration 
by an obstinate gravity. On the following day, Hie 
minister said, Santillane, I have just been with the 
king, who has been talking about Lucretia with so 
nmch animation, that I doubt not but he is raoitten ; 
and, as I toU him that yon had sent fer her from 
Toledo, be expressed a widi to confer with you in 
private on the subject : orders are given for your 
admittance ; run, and bring me back an account of 
what passes. 

I flew to the palace, and found the king alone. 
He vras walking np and down, in much apparent 
perplexity. He put several questions to me about 
Lucretia, made me relate her history, and then 
asked whether the little jade had not been tampering 
with chastity already. I boldly assured him to the 
contrary, thou^ snch pledges vttste somewhat ha^ 
aidoua in general ; but mine was taken, and gave 
^ prince much pleasure. If so, replied he, I select 
yoa fi» my agent with Lucretia ; let her beoonw 
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'acqnamted wilii her triumph from your lips. He tba 
pot a box of jewels into my hand, worth fifty thou- 
sand crowns, with a message bulging her acceptance 
of them, and promiung more substantial prooft ef 
Ua affection. 

Before I went on this errand, I reported pn^iress 
to my lord duke. That minister, I thought, would 
be more vexed than rejoiced at it ; supposing that 
he had his own views of gallantry towards Lucretia, 
and would leam with regret the riralship of his 
mast^ ; but 1 was mistaken. Far from i^pearing 
chagrined, his joy was so excessive that it would 
ooze out at hia tongue in words which were not 
quite lost on the hrarer. " Indeed, friend Fhilip ! 
then I have you in my clutches : while your pleas- 
urea lead you, your business must he left to me I " 
This side speech explained to me llie plot — an 
amorous prince, and a longheaded minister t My 
ofders were to execute my commission as speedily 
as possible, with the assurance that the first lord in 
the land would be proud to stand in my shoes. Be- 
sides, there was no pimp of rank, as in the former 
case, to seize the profit and leave the infamy with 
me ; the honor and emolument were now exclusively 
my own. 

ThvB did his excellency relish the ingredients of 
panderism to my palate ; and I tasted them with the 
greediness, but nofr without the qualms, of an e[d- 
cure ; for since my imprisonment Z had become r^ 
generate, and did not take pride in dirty work, be- 
oause my employer washed bis hands in perfumed 
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wmter. But tboag^ oonsdeoce was awake, intoeat 
waa not aaleep. I was do longer a Tillain for tfaa 
fon of it ; but my compliance would-oonfirm my fboU 
iiut with tJ*** minister, and hi»n it was my duty, at all 
events, to please. 

My first ^ipeal was to Laura in private. I opened 
the negotiatitxi delicately, and presented my credeo- 
tiaU in the form of the jewel-box. The lady was 
thrown off her guard by the display, ^gnor Gil 
Bias, cried die, yon are one of my oldest ftiends, 
and I must not play the hypocarite ; straitlaoed mor- 
als are inconsistent with the discipline of my sect. 
Nodiing can be more delij^itful to me than a eon- 
quest, which throws such a game into our hands. 
Bat, between oorselTes, I am afraid Lucretia is not 
M> *wKgfctiwMx1 as we are ; though a dau^iter of 
Hudia, she has talcen the bettar-behaTcd goddeesea 
for ha edioolmistressee, and given a rebuff to two 
young noblemen of amiable manners and large fbi^ 
tunes. They were not kings, yon will say; and 
truly we may hope that Lucretia's Tirtue will be too 
undisciplined to stand a royal siege ; but yon must 
remember the event is hazardous, and I shall not iit- 
tesrpoBB my authority to compel her. If, &r hoia 
thinking herself honored by the fleeting passion of 
the king, she should revolt from his advances with 
disdain, let not our illustrious sovereign be offended 
at her reserve. But do you come back hither- to> 
morrow, and cany back either the jewels or a re- 
turn of auction. 

I had no doubt but Laura would tutor Lucretia in 
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iha school of time-«eiTing nuHnli^, taifi.- defoiai 
.•inuok on her instnictioii. Itwaa there&n ao bbuU 
■urpriM to find that Xaotb iroAed u modi agnut 
wind and tids to launch her daugfatcir into t'Ju* trade- 
wind of evil) as other maternal pilots to §et the nik 
of theirs in the oontruy nunuoon <^ good ; and vbat 
is atiU more nnaooountahk, Lucretia, aftrar tuting 
of n^al dellghta, was ao completely sivfeited w^ 
the banquet as to throw herself at onoe into the anns 
of the church, where ahe proftssed, fell sick, and 
died of grirf. Laura, diBotmaolata for the loaa of 
her dauriiter, and t^y part she herself had noted in 
the tragedy, retired into a oonvent of Amale peu- 
tents, and did penance for the unhallowed iili imuhs 
of her former life. The king was a&cted by his 
auddoQ loss, but soon found onnfort in aome othw 
pursuit. Tba premier talked little on Aia aotject, 
but tliou^t so Huich tlie more* aa die reader will 
easily believe. 



OEAFTER ir. 

SAHTiLLASE IN A NEW orrics. 

■ Mt foalings-were aU alive to Lucreda's ill- fate, 
Mid my own in&my in hating oontributed to it. 
Zlierayol wantB-<^ tho lover were nO' excuse ix my 
tiddng the post of c^eapener, sod I determined to 
resign the staff of office ta that department, cntrest- 
ing tbe miiurter to employ me in aome other. He 
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wms chwiued witli 017 nice sense oi bourn, and' prom- 
ised (o comply with myacnipIeSf laym^ opea-tuB ia- 
mo0t heart in the fiJlowiag speech : -1- 

Some yean before I was in office, chsnee threw 
-me across • lady <^. anch shape and beatrty as in- 
duced me to trace her home. I learned that she- was 
aQenoese, by name Donna Margarita Spinolo, sup- 
porting herself at liadrid on the income ari^mg^ frtMU 
her beauty. It was reported that Sha Franoiseo de 
' Valiasar, anoffiosr about die eouit) a rich nanj an 
old maa, and a maniedmani laid out his mcmey 
very fieely on this faamvdoas speculadmi. These 
rmnora oug^t to harm detened mej bat they only 
whetted my denras to share'With Val^asar. To gain 
my end, I had recourse to a female broker of tender^ 
Bess, who adjusted the terms of a private interview 
with the Genoese ; and the jsice onrrent being set^ 
tied, the traffic waa fiequently repeated } k was an 
Ofea market for my rival -and me, or possibly ^ 
many otbm Ixdden. 

Let that be as it may, a eboioe boy was in the 
fnlness'Of time produced to the dub, and the mother 
oomplimemted every member individaally ia private 
with the czedit : botwewereeac^ of as too modest to 
acknowledge a bantling whkdi had so probable a daim 
upon a better &tber ; so that the Oowese wasorao- 
pelled to majntain him on the jnofits of her profta- 
«ion : this she did ibr- ei^teen years, aad dyii^ at 
the end of that period, has left her son without a 
&rlhing, and, what is worse, without an ideaor an 
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Sudi, continued his lonlship, is the vnaEAeaat I 
metnt to repose in you, uid I bIuU now lay (^mu 
the great design I have ibmied to drav this unfiv^ 
tunite child from his obecurity, reyerse the odor of 
his fitte, nuse him to the hi^test hooors, uid ■&• 
knowledge him as my eon. 

At so extrangant a project it was impooaiUe not 
to be open-mouthed. What, ai, exdaimed I, cm 
your excellency have adopted bo stnutge a resolution? 
Exoose my &eed<MU ; but my zeal cannot restrain it- 
B^. Tou will be of my mind, rej^ed he with eager- 
nesfl, ndien I dtall have explained to you my motives. 
Z have no mind that my estates should descend in the 
collBtaal line. You will tell me, that I am not so 
old as to despair of having diildien by T^'Mji^n yi 
d'OUvarez. But every one is best judge of his own 
condition : know therefore that there is not a receipt 
in the whole extent of chemistry which I have not 
tried, but without effect, to appear once again in the 
character of a lather. Wherefore, since fortune, 
stepfong in to'cover the defects of nature, presents 
me with a child whose parent after all I may actually 
be, he is mine by adoption ; that is a settled point. 

When I found the minister detennined, I no Itmger 
ai^ed against his resolutiou, as knowing him to be 
a man who would rather do a foolish act of his own 
than adopt a wise suggestion of another. It only 
remains now, added he, to educate Don Henry I^iilip 
de Guzman ; for by that name I intend him to be 
known in the world, till the time arrives when he 
nay aspire to hi^ier dignities. You, niy dear Sao- 
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tjlUira, I have ciKwen to superintend his conduct : I 
hftve fill] confidence in your talentB and friendflbq), 
to regulate his honrchold, direct his studies, and 
nuke him sn accomplished gentleman. I vould 
willingly have declined the office, as never having 
•xenased the craft of a pedagogae, which required 
much more genins and solidity than mine ; but be 
shut xny mouth by saying it was his abeohite deter- 
mination that I should be tutor to this adopted son, 
whom be deffigned for the first offices of the mon- 
aichy. As a Inibe for my compliance, his lordship 
increased my little income with a pension of a thou- 
sand crowns on the conmiandery of Mandna. 



CHAPTER r. 

TBS BOM OF TBM OESOEBB IS JCENOWLEOaEO Sr A LBOAL 

tasntnuEin. akd samed don heskt feilif be aunrAH- 

EAMKLLAJIE METABLiaBEa tUE BOnBEBOLlt, ABB AERAXOMa 

nv covRtE or Mia aruDiaa. * 

The act of adoption was soon legalized with the 
king's consent and good pleasore. Don Henry Philip 
de Guzman, as this descendant from a committee of 
Ctihers was named, became acknowledged suooessor 
to the earldom of OUvarez and the duchy of San 
Lacar. Hie minister, to give the act all possible 
poblici^, communicated it through Camero to the 
ambassadors and grandees of Spain, who were some- 
what startled. Tlie jokers of Madrid were not in- 
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KDsiUe to tbe ridio^, tad tke aatirical pools made 
tlieir hsrvest of w fiae > adbject for tbdr pen. 

I uked 107 lord dukb lAere my pi^ waa. Here 
m toWH» aoBwend be, iritb an aunt from whom I 
ahall remoT»-luas aa aooa u' yoa have gat a houee 
ready. Xhia I did iini»ediat«ly,-aiKl fiinuelied it 
nagnifioeiMly. Wben my eatablishmeot waa 00m- 
]dete in Btmttta abd offioeie, faia excellency sent for 
thi» M >^ ui T0Cal {ModnotioD) ttu qnuiotu o&et from 
tlie venowned «toek of the Grozmana. Hie lad was 
taH^od'paitemaUe. Don Henry, said Ida I(»ilalup, 
pointing to me, this gentleman ia to be your tutor, 
and intTodnoe yon into the wwld ; he has my entire 
oonfidenoe, and an nnlimited aotliori^ over you. 
After much good advice, and many oomplimenta to 
me, the minister retired, and I took Don Heniy 
home. 

As soon as we got tlnther, I introduced him to bis 
household, and explained the nature of each individ- 
ual'* emploj'ment. He did not seem at all discon- 
certed at the change of oiroamBtanoea, but reoeiTed 
toe obeisances of his dependants as if he bad been a 
ixai by nature, and not by chance. He waa not 
without n^other-wit, but ignorant in a dejdorable de- 
gree;- he could scarcely r^id and write. I gave 
Um nuMters tar the Latin grammar, geography, 
hirtoiy, and fencing. A dandng^naater of oourae 
wafl-not forgotten ; but in an affiur of the first om- 
sequoace, sdection was difficult, for there were more 
emueni professora of that art in Madrid than of all 
tfaa laBguagw and sdetwes put together. 
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'Wlnle I wBa pondering on this difficulty, a msn 
gBadil;f drened came into tbe oourt-yud and iit- 
qoind for me. I went down, nippoeii^ him- to b^ 
at -loMt a kniglit of Bonle militaiy en- privfl^^ 01- 
dee. Signor de Santallane, said he, willi a profiisioQ' 
of bowa «Uch anticipated fais line in Hie, I am oonifr 
to oAb- yea n^ Bernoea a§ Don 1^017*8 govonior. 
My name ia Martin Ligoo, andl have, thank hsaveo, 
some repnt a tion in dte world. I have no oeeanon to 
euTasB'-fbr sdbolan ; that is all very wdl Air pet^. 
dancing-mBatere I My cnatom ia to wait till I am. 
aent for ; bot being a sort of appendage to the bonae 
of Gnzman, and having taught its various tranches 
fix a long period, I thought it a point of respect to 
wait on you first. I perceive, answered I, that you 
are just the man we want. What are your terms ? 
Four double pistoles a month, answered he, and I 
give but two lesaons a week. Four doubloons a 
moQtli t cried I ; that is an exorbitant price. Exor^ 
iHtMit I rgmned he with astonishment ; -vAj, it ia 
not more than eight times as much as yon would 
give to a maliiematical master or a Greek processor. 

There was no reaisting so ludicrous a CMnparison 
of merit ; I laughed outright, and asked Signor 
lagao whether he really thought bis tal«its worth 
nuHre than thoae of the first proficients in learning, 
and acieoee. Most assuredly, said he ; at least, if 
yon measure our pretensions by their respective ntil- 
i^. What sort of machines nuiy those be which are 
faihiiwintT under their hands? Jointleos pnppetSc 
unlkked cubs, open-mouthed and impenetrable- aheU*. 
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fiflh; but our lessODs supple and render pliant the 
intnutable atjffiieu of their oompoamt parts, and 
Ining them insensibly into di^>e : in short, we oont- 
mimicste to them a graoefiil motion, a pc^te address, 
the curiage of good aata^maj, and the ontwaid 
mads of elevated rank. 

I could not bnt give way to sodi cogent aignmenbi 
in &vor of the dandng-mastei's oocnpation, and en- 
gaged him about Don Henry's penon, withont bag- 
ging as to terms, shioe those specified were only 
at the rate estaUiflbed by the leading {ot^sBors (tf 
the art. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Mctfio'B RtTVBir noK KEw srAiw. on, itjs places mn 
Asocr noM BMBhra nvton. tSAX toubq KOBLMMAt-a 
ooffMMF OF aruDT. ma carxer or honor, amd aa 
rATBasa matrimokial aPKcutArmn or a/a bebaif. 

J FATEET OF KOBILITT COEFEREED OE OIL BLAB AOAIEaT 
BIB WILL. 

I HAD not yet half arranged Don Henry's house- 
hold, when Sctpio returned from Mexico. He 
brought with him three thousand ducats in cash, and 
merchandise to double the amount. I wish yon joy, 
said I ; the foundation of your fortune is laid ; and 
if you prefer a snug berth at Madrid to the risk of 
going back, you have only to tell me so. Hiere is 
no question about that, said the son of Cosclina : a 
genteel situation at home u far preferable to a second 
Voyage. 
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After reJatmg the birth and adveDturee of the lit- 
tle adopted Gaznuu, and my own appointoient aa 
tutor, I t^SsBKA him the situation of ujqter semmt to 
this babe of chance : Scipio, who could have devised 
nothing bett^ fi>r himself, readily accepted the office, 
and within the smatl apaoe of three or four days got 
the length of his new master's foot. 

I had taken it for granted that the verb^rinders 
and ooDoord-mano&cturen to whom I had given the 
idant of this Crenoese bastard would lose stock and 
Uodk, imder the idea that he was of an intractable 
and profitleas age ; but my fbrebodings were com- 
pletely reversed. He not only comprehended, but 
easity retained the lessons <^ his masters, and they 
were Tety well sadafied with him. I was in an 
enormona hnny to greet the ears of my lord duke 
with this intelligence, and he received it with abun- 
dant joy. Santillane, exclaimed he with delight, 
yoa give me new life by the assurance of Don Henry's 
cqwoity and implication : it runs in ^ blood of the 
Gnzmans ; and I am the more confirmed in his 
being unquestionably my own, because I am just as 
fimd of him as if Madame d'Olivarez herself had lain 
in of the brat in due form under this very roof. The 
vcnoe of nature, yoa perceive, will make itself heard. 
I thon^^t it unnecessary to give his lordship any 
opinion on that sutgect ; but with a delicate deference 
to his credulity, left him to enjoy his fimcied patemi^ 
in peace, whether well or ill founded. 

'Hioo^ all the Guzmans held this clod of newly 
tnrned up nobility in utter scorn, they were politic 
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enough to Bmoo^ over the oornigttuBU of ihur 
esDtenpt; 1H.7, some of tbem «na affeeted to 
k ng ni A for his good (^Mnion ; the ■mbi— dora and 
irincqwl nobilily then it Madrid wuted -on him 
with lU the emaonj appertaiiung to the rank of m 
l^jrimeto eon. Hm minister, intoxioMted with the 
fumee of inoense o&^ed to his idol, b^an to build a 
t«Bq4e worthy of the wordup. The cross of Alcan- 
tara was the foundation, with a «onBtanda7' of tan 
thonaand czowns. The next step was to a fai^ 
offiee in the royal household, and the eoaqiletioa of 
the whole was matrimony. Wishing to «Hniec( 
him with a ftmily of the first rank, he jncked out 
I>Dgina Johanna de Velasoo, dangjiter to the Duke 
of Castile, and bod influence enough to aeoompliah 
the alliance, though aguast the will of the dake and 
of all his kindred. 

Some day« bdbre the nuptial ceremony, hia Icwd- 
ship put aome papers into my hand, sayiag. Here, 
Gil Bias, is a patent of Dobili^ whidi I have procured 
aa the reward of your services. My lord, answered 
I, in muoh aetcmishment, your ezcelleacy knows 
Ttxy well that I am the son of an usher and a duenna : 
it would be caricaturing the peer^ie to oonier it on 
me ; and besides, of all the boons in his tnajee^s 
power to bestow, it is that which I deserve and 
desire the leant. Your Hrth, leplied the minister, is 
a stigfat objection. You have been emplt^ed on 
afiairs ol state imder the Duke of Lerma's adnuai^ 
tralim and imdar mine i besides, added be with a 
amile, have-you-not mtdered some things to Cnoar 
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wtiA CrnBUi is bound, on tjie honor of ». prince, to 
lender t»ck in tavotiser ebape? To desl Candidly* 
Saotillaiie, yoa will make jost a» good tk lord as the 
beat of them ; nay, more ihaa that, your higii of- 
fice ftboat my son is incompatible with plebeian 
rank, and therefore have I procured you to be cre- 
ated. Since your excellency will hare it so, replied 
I, there is no more to be said. So, saying no more, 
I put my new-blown honors in laj pocket, and 
walked off. 

Now can I make ai^ Joan a lady ! aaid I to my- 
adf when I had g(rt into the street : but it was not 
the handiwork of my parents liuit made me a gen- 
tleman. I may add a foot of honor to my name 
whenever I please ; and if any <^ my acqnaiataiioe 
sboold muff or snigger when they call me Don, I 
nay rock n^ teeth, lean i^on my edbow, and draw 
out my credent!^ of heraldry. But let us see what 
they oontun, and how the oorporeal particles, which 
have accrued during my artificial contact with the 
court, are disdogtiished by gcneah^poal met^ihysics 
from the native clay of my original eztracticm. Hie 
instrument ran thus In substance : That the king, in 
acknowledgment of my zeal in more liian oneinstuwe 
tar his service and the good of the state, had been 
geacioasly pleased to coiUler this mark of distinction 
onmei I m^ saiielysay thattheTecoUectioBof the 
act far wbicii I wb« promoted effectually kept down 
my pride. KeilJier did the bssUulness of low birth 
ever fwaake me,' so ' that nol»lity to me was like a 
kur shirt to a poiitent : I determined Aerafore to 
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Jock up the evidences of mj Bhune in a pnTste 
drawer, inatesd of UazoDing them to daszle the vfta 
of tbe Swlish and comipt. 



CEAFTBR Vn. 

A» ACClOM!tT4L MBETIWa BXTWEEll Oil BLA3 AXD rAEUClO. 
TBKIR LAST COUVKKaATlOV TOBETHMIt, AXD A WOKD » 
rMB WISB FROM SUXEZ. 

The poet of the Aatnrias, as the reader, if be 
diotight of him, may have remariied, was very 
Diligent in his ititercoime with me. It was not to 
be expected that my employments would leave me 
time to go and look after him. I had not seen him 
since (he critical discussion touching the IfJiigenia 
of Euripides, when chance threw me across him, as 
he came out of a printing-house. I accosted him, 
saying, So ! so I Master Nunez, you have got 
among the printers : this looks as if we were threat- 
ened witii some new production. 

You may indeed prepare yourselves for such an 
event, answered he : I have a pamphlet just ready 
for publication which is likely to make some noise in 
the litmaiy world. Hiere can be no question about 
ita nmit, rephed I ; but I cannot conceive why you 
waste your time in writing pamphlets : it should 
seem as if such squibs and rockets ware scarcely 
worth tbe powder expended in their manufiictore. 
It is very true, rejoined Fabricio : and I am well 
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-aware that none but tlie moat vulgar gazers nn 
caa^t l^ nich holiday fireworks ; however, thii 
single caie haa eeotqted me, and I must own that it ii 
a child of neceesity. Hunger, as you know, will 
bring the wolf out of the forest. 

What I ezclaiined I, is it the author of the "Coont 
of Saldagna " who holds this language ? A nun with 
an atmnity oi two thousand crowns? Gently, my 
friend, intem^tted Nunez : I am no longer a 
penrtoned poet. The aSain of the treasurer Don 
Bertrand are sU at sixes and sevens : he has been at 
the gaming table, and played with the public money ; 
an extent has issued, and my rent^cha^e is gone 
posthaste to the devil. Iliat is a sad afSur, said I ; 
bat may not matters come round again in that 
quarter? No chance of it, answered he: Signor 
Gomez del Bibero, in pli^t as destitnte as that of 
his poor bard, is sunk forever ; nor can he, as they 
■ay, by any possible contrivance be set afloat again. 

In that case, my good Iriend, replied I, we must 
lode out for some poet which may make you amends 
for the loss of your annuity. I will ease your con- 
science on that score, said he : thouj^ you should 
ofier me the wealth of the Indies as a salary in one 
of your offices, I would reject the boon : clerkdiips 
are no object to a partner in tbe firm of the Muses ; 
a Uteiary berth or ahsolute starvation for your 
bumble servant I If you must have it plump, I was 
bom to live and die a poet, and the man whose 
desdny is hanging will never be drowned. 

-But do not suppose, continued he, that we ore 
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■ItogethsforiviiBDddestitaW: beaidM dMt ii«-m»- 
oofomodate the leqiuBhaB of mdepcndenoe to emz 
finuMM, we do Bot lot^ Sue be]t<md our noMS in 
cikwihting the average of our fi»tunes. It is inabit- 
«ted that we often dine with the HKwt abetemioua 
oideifl of the religiouavbat our SMUtity- ia ' this 
paitieular-is too oiwdiilowlj ii^mted. Xheve isoot 
one of my brotfaor wits, without ci»epting' (be cal- 
culatwB of aknaiMcs, who has not a plate laid fiw 
him at somfl subeta^ial table : Syr mj own patt^ I 
have the run of two good hootee. To the masteref 
one I have dedicated a romanoe ;- and be is tbe fint 
oonuniuioner of taxes who was ever Bseociated with 
the Mums : the other is a rich tradesman in Madrid, 
whose lust is to get wits about bun ; be is Dot nice 
in his choioe, and - this town funusbes abundance te 
those who vahie wit man by qaaatitj than quali^. 

Then I no longer feel ftir you, said I to the poet 
of tbe J^tufias, sinee you are satisfied iq yoor con- 
dition. But be that as it may, I aamne you onoe 
more, that y«o have a fiiend in Oil Bias, however 
you may sUgfat- him : if you want mypmse, oone 
and take it : it will not tail you at a pinoh ; and you 
must not stand between me and my ainoeie fiiend- 
•bip. 

By that burst of seatimeBt, exclaimed Nunez, I 
know and thank my &iend Ssntillane : in retom, let 
-me give you a salutary oaadoti. While my kvd 
di^ is in his meridian, and you are all in all witfa 
him, reap, bind, and gather in your harvest : when 
-the sun sets, the gleaners are a^ bone. I asked 
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Fabricio whalher hta Buspkaons were surely fbunded, 
«Dd be r^nrned me thie auwer : My information 
comM from an old kni^it of CalAtraTa, ^o pokes 
.faia Boae into secrria of all sorts ;. his authority posau 
currant at Madrid, much aa Uiatof tbe Pythian newa- 
mongfliB did throi^^ Qreace ; and thus hb oracle 
.was pronounced in my hearing : My lord duke haa a 
boat of enemiea in battle array agUBst bim ; he 
-redionB .too securely upon hie influence wkh the 
king ; iox his mi^iesty, as the report goes, begma 
to take in hostile lepresentationa with patience. I 
thanked Nunez for his £riendly warning, but without 
much &ith in hia prediction : mj maater'a authority 
seemed ro<rted in the court, like the tempeet-aoc^ng 
finnneas. of an oak in the native aoil of the finest. ■ 



CHAPTER nil. 



Tbx poet of the Asturiaa waa no bad politidaa. 
lltere was a court plot against the duke, widi tbe 
queen at tbe bottom ; but th^ plana were too deeply 
laid to bobUe at the surface. During tbe space of 
.-m whole year, my aim^^oi^ waa ineena^e to the 
.-btewi^ -of the tonpest^ 

The revolt of the Catalans, with France at tbeb 
back, and the tU suocees of tbe war (at their supprea- 
«on, exceed the mnrmuia of the people, and whetted 
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their tongues against goreniment. A oonncil wu 
held in the rojol preeenoe, and the Marquis da 
Grana, the emperor's ambassador, was spedaUy 
requested to assist. The subject in ddiate was 
whether the king should remain in Castile, or go and 
take the command of his troops in Arragon. The 
minister spoke first, and gave it as his opinion that 
his mi^feslT' should not quit the seat of gorenunent. 
All the mouben supported his arguments, with tlie 
exception of the Mazquis de Grana, whose whok 
heart was widt the bouse of Aostria, and the aenti- 
menta of bis soul on the tip of bis tongue, after the 
homety honesty of his nation. He argued so &»cibl)f 
against the minister, that the king embraced his 
opinion &om conviction, though contrary to tbe vote 
of council, and fixed the day when he would set out 
for the army. 

This was tbe first time that ever the sovereign had 
(lifllered from his &vorite, and the latter ccmnderad 
it as an inexpiable af&ont. Just as the mTni^bw ^ras 
withdrawing to his closet, there to bite upcm the 
bridle, he espied me, galled me in, and told me with 
much discomposure what had passed in debate : Yes, 
Santillane, observed he, the long, who fiw the last 
twenty years has spoken only tbrou^ my mouth, 
and seen with my eyes, la now to be wheedled over 
by Oiana ; and that on the score of leal for tbe 
hoase of Austria, as if that Gkrman had a nwf* 
Austrian soul in his body than n^aelf . 

Hence it is easy to peroave, continued die mini^ 
ter, that there is a strong party against me, with tha 
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qoesn tdtb&head. Hearen finbid it, said I. Hu. 
not the qaeen for upwuda of twelve jean been- 
accostomed to- yaac panunoimt autlurity,. and have 
700 not tan^t the Hug the knack of not coneoltiDg 
her? Hie deaire of making- a campaign may for 
onoe have enlisted his msjeety on the aide of the 
Harqoia de Giaoa. Say latber that the king, 
aligned my lord duke, will be surrounded by hia 
principal officera when .in camp ;. aad. then, tbe dia^. 
affboted will find their oppratunity for poisoning him 
against my adminiatradon. Bat tbey overreach 
dwQuelveB ; for I ahalt completely insulate the 
prince from all their approaobes ; and so he did, in a 
manner iriiicli, for example,, deaervea not to be 
passed over. 

The ^y of the king's departure being arrived, the 
monarch, leaving tbe queen regent, proceeded for 
SamgosaabywayofAranjuez; a delightfiil residence, 
where he whiled away three weeks. Caen^ was 
liie next stage, where the minister drained him atill 
longer by a succession of amusements. A hnnting 
party waa contrived at Molina in Anagcai, and 
hence there was no dwioe of road but to Saragossa. 
Tlie army was near at hand, and tbe king was pre- 
paring to review it : but his keeper sickened him of 
the project, by making him believe that he would be 
taken by the French, who were in forpe in the nei^- 
borliood, ao tiiat he was oowed by a groandless ap- 
prehension, and consented to be a prisoner in his 
enm court. TSte minister, from an afiectionate regard 
to his' safety, sedoded him frcHQ all at^uroaoh i so that 
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the prinoipal nobility . vho had eqnqtped tliemselT«* 
at enormous clurgea to be about bit . pecMo^ oooU 
not even proane ao oeoMJonal aodiowe. Flul^, 
weary of bad lodgingB and wone lecnataui at 
SaiagoHa, and pcrfu^ fbeliog hinudf aoandj Ua 
own matter, aoan ntnrned to Uadrid. Unw ended 
the royal campaign, and the oare of roaintoining the 
honor of the Spanish cobra was left to the UarquU 
de loi Vdez, ocHomander^iibcbi^, 



CHAPTER IX. 



A FEW days after the king's return, an ■luming 
report prevailed at Madrid, that theFortugueae, ctm- 
udering the Catalan revolt as an opportonify ofl&nd 
them by fortune for throwing off the Spanish yokCt 
had taken ams, and cboBcn the !Duke of Braganxa 
for their king, with a full detomination of supporting 
him on the throne. Li this they ccmceived that thtrf 
did not reckm witlumt th^ host, because Spun was 
then embroiled in Germany, Italy, Handera, and 
Catalonia. They could not, in &ct, have hit iqwn a 
orina more &vorable for Uieir deUveraoce fiom so 
galling a yoke. 

It was a strange dreumstanoe, that while both 
court and city were struck with consternation at the 
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B0m, my brd doke attonpted to joke with the king, 
and make the Dnke of Braganza his butt : Philip* 
however, fiir fiom felling in with this ill-limed 
j^eaMuitry, nfisumed a Berious air, of ill omen to the 
minister, who felt hia seat to totter under him. Tho 
queen was now his declared enemy, and openly 
aooQsed him of having cauoed the revolt of Portugal 
by hia nusoonduct. The nolnJtity ia general, and 
especially those who had been at Saragossa, when 
th^ saw a doud gathering about the minister, 
joined the queen's par^ : * but the decisive blow was 
the retom of the duchess dowager of Mantua from 
her government of Portugal to Madrid, for die 
proved clearly to the king's conviction that the 
counsels of hia own cabinet produced the revolution. 
His Majesty, deeply imioessed with what he had 
heard, waa now con^>letely recovered from evciy 
symptom of partiality towards hia favorite. The 
minister, finding that hia enemies were in possession 
of the royal ear, wrote for permission to resign bis 
employments, and retire from court, since all the 
political mischances of the lime were ascribed to his 
personal delinquency, - He expected a letter like 
this to produce a wonderful effect, reckoning as lie 
did upon the prince's private friendship, which cooM 
scarcely lirook a separation : but his majesty's ans^vcr 
undeodved him, by laconicallv complying with hia 
ostenaiMe wish to withdraw. 



• At len^ bl« KTerelgn flmwni — tha train of itnCe 
Motfc Ibe kGcn glance, anil watch the ilgn to bate. 

fotMon't Imitation qf JmmaFi IMA SoArv. 
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Such a Mnlienee of b an ia h ment in tiw Idng^ mm 
luudwritiog came like a diDndei>«t(HiQ in harrest ; 
bat tlioa^ deetrndion to his long-dteruhed Ixqies,' 
he affected the Berena loolc i)£ constancy, and a^ed 
me what I would do in fai§ circmnstanoea. I would 
drire before the wind, said I ; renonnce the imgiate- 
M court, and paaa the remamder of m^ days in 
peace on my own estate. Yon connsel wisely, 
repHed my maater, and I shall tet out for Loecbes, 
there to finish my cai<ea, after one more intervieir 
with Us majesty, for I could wish just to caimnce 
him that I have done what man can do to support 
the heavy load of state upon my shooldera, and that 
it was not within the compass of possibility to prevent 
the uiibrtunate eveota whidi are impaled to me as & 
crime. It were equally reasonaUe. to durge the 
pilot with the wrecking fiiry of the stOTro, and make 
him answerable for the uncamtrolled power of the 
elements. Thus did the minister inwardly fiatter 
himself that he could set things to rights again, and 
onoe more fix firm the seat whidi was ■tw^ring Dudcf 
him ; but he oould not procure an audience, and was 
even commanded to resign his ]cey of private admis- 
sion into his majesty's closet. 

This last requisition convinced him that there was 
no hope, and be now made up his mind in earnest 
for retirement. He looked over his papers, and had 
the prudence to bum ' a good number ; he tlten 
selected a small household for bis retreat, and pub- 
licly announced his departure for the next day. Ap> 
jndietiding insuk from the mob, if the time and 
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Duumer of hia settiog out were public, lie esc^ied 
early in the tnoroing through the kitcheiu out at the 
back door, got into a ehabby, hired carriage, frith 
his confessor and me, and reached ia sa&ty the 
road leading to Loechee, a village on his own estate, 
iriiere lus conntesa had founded a magnificeat oodf- 
vented Donunicaa nmis. 



CSAPTEB X. 



AIadake d'Olttabez staid behind her husband 
aome few days, with the intention of trying what her 
tears and entreaties might do towards his recall ; but 
in vain did she prostrate herself before their majes- 
ties ; the king paid not the least attention to her 
pleadings and remonstrances, though artfully adapted 
for efifect ; and, the queen, who hated her mortally, 
took a savage pleasure in her tears. The minister'e 
kidy, however, was not easily discouraged : she 
stooped so low as to solicit tfa^ good offices from 
the ladies of the b^-chamber ; but the &uit of all 
this meanness was oply the sad conviction that it 
excited more contempt than pity. Heart-broken at 
having degraded herself by supplications so humilist- 
iqg, and yet so unavailing, she departed to. her 
bnsbaod, utd moomed.witb him the loss of a sita»- 
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tion, vrhitdi, under a reign like ^at of Hiilip the 
Fourth, wu little short of soverciga power. 

The Bcooimte her ladyship brought &om Madrid 
were wormwood to the dake. Your enemies, said 
she, sobbing, with the Doke of Medina Cell at their 
head, are loud in the king's praises for your removal ; 
and the people triumph in your disgiaoe with an 
insolent joy, as if the doud of adversiqr were to be 
dispelled by the breath which dissolved your admin- 
istration. Madam, mad my master, follow myex- 
ami^; suppress your discontent; we must drive 
before the storm when we camiot weather it. I did 
think, indeed, that my &Tor would only be eclipsed 
wiA the lamp of life^a common iUusion of ministers 
and favorites, who forget that they breathe but at the 
good pleasure of their sovereign. Was not the Duke 
of Lerma as much mistaken as myself, though fondly 
relying on his purple, as a pledge ibr the lasdng 
tenure of his authori^? 

Thus did my lord duke preach patience to the 
partner of his cares, while his own bosom heaved 
under the direct pressure of anxiety. The &equent 
despatches from Don Henry, who was staying about 
the court to pick up information, kept him continually 
on the fret. Scipio was the messenger ; for he was 
still about the person of that young nobleman, 
though I had relinquished my post on bis marriage. 
Sometimes we heard of changes in the infirior 
departments of office, solely tor the purpose of wreak' 
ing vengeance on hia 'creatures, and filling i^ the 
>-acancic8 with his enemies. Then Dent Lewis de 
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'Hmo WW repreeented aa advancing in &vor, and 
likely to be mode prime minister. But tbe most 
mortifying circomstance of all was the cbange itt tlie 
viceroyalty of !tfap1es, which was taken from his 
friend, the Dnke de Medina de laa Torres, and 
bestowed on the High Admiral of Castile, who was 
Ills bitterest enemy. For Hiis tJiere was no other 
motive but tbe pleasure of giving pain to a fullen 
iitvorite. 

Por the first three months, his lordship gave him- 
self up in his solitude a prey to disqrpointment and 
regret; but his confessor, a holy and pious Domini- 
can, supporting his religious zeal with manly elo- 
quence, succeeded in pouring the bahn of consoUtion 
into his eool. By continually representing to him, 
with i^MMtolic energy, that his eternal salvation was 
now the only object worth bis care, he weaned him 
gradually from the uses of this world. Hia excel- 
lency was no longer panting for news &om Madrid, 
but learning a new and important lesson, how to die. 
Madame d'Olivarez too, making a virtue of necessity, 
sought refuge for herself in die maternal guardian- 
ship of her convent, where Providence had reared up, 
for her edification in faith and good works, a sister- 
hood of holy maidens, whose s^mtnal discourses fed 
her soul, as if with manna in the wilderness. My 
master's peace within his own bosom advanced, as he 
withdrew more backward &om sublunary things. 
The emplojrment of hia day wad thus laid out: 
ahnort the whole mining was devoted to relifpons 
duties till dinnertime, and after dinner, for about 



DM,zedoy Google 



892 GIL SLAS. 

two boon, he played at dUforent games with me ana 
•ome of his coofidential domestiCB ; he thai geneidly 
ntiied' alone into his closet till smuet, friien he 
walked round his garden, or rode oat into the ncafj^ 
borhood either with his confeeaor or me. 

One day when I was alone with him, and was 
partJcAlsr]7Strac]cwithlii^^>parant self-oomplacenty, 
■1 to(dt the Uberty of congratulating his lordshqi 
on his complete reconciliation to retirement. Use, 
however late aeqnired, is seoond nature, answered 
he ; for thon^ I have all jaj life been acoustomed 
to the bustle of bnaineee, I assoie you that I become 
ereiy Hsy more and -more attached to this calm and 
peacefbl mode of life. 



OSAFTER XI. 

A cOAimB tir me lorbsbif rox rail woBag. tbb lOMrtL- 
LOOB CAUSS, Axn MSLAXcaoLr coaacctvEsoBB. ot aa 

DEJECTION. 

His excellency sometimes amused himself with 
gardening, by way of variety. One day, as I was 
■watching his progress, he said, joldngiy, You see, 
Santillane, a fallen minister tan bim gardraer at 
last. Naturewill prevail, n^ lord, answered I. 
'You plant and water somettung mefnl U Loecbes, 
awhile Dionysius of SytacnSe whipped school-boys at 
- Ccointh. ' ify mast^ was not displeased' either With 
-4^ comparison or' the cutt^UlOent. - ' 
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We were all delimited at the castle to see our pro- 
tector, riang above the cloud of adversi^, take 
pleaaore in so novel a mode of life.: but we aoon 
perceived an alarming change. He became ^oomy, 
thoughtful, and melancholy. Our parties at play 
WGTO all given up, and no effbrta could succeed to 
divert ^11" mind. SVom dinner>time till evening he 

■never left bis closet. We tiumght the dreams of van- 
ished greatness had retomed to break his rest ; and 
in this opinion the reverend Dominican gave the 
ran to his eloquence ; but it could not outstrip the 

.course of that hypochondriac malady, which tii- 
unxpfaed- over all qiposition. 

K seemed to me tliere was some deeper, cause, 
wfakdk it behooved a sincere &iend to fathom. Taking 
advantage of our being alone together, Hy lord, 
said I, in a tone of mingled respect and afiection, 

.whence is it that you are no longer so cheerful as 
beretofinre? Has your philosophy lost ground? or 
has the world recovered its alhirements? Snrely 
you would not {dunge again into that gulf where 
your virtue m)ist inevitably be shipwret^ed ! No, 
heaven be praised t replied the minister : my part at 
court has long,faded.£n>m my memory, and its traip- 
i^at^ from my eyes. Indeed I 'why, then, resumed 
I, unoe yon have strength enough to banish &Ise 
r(^;ret8, are yon so we^ a^ to indulge a melondioly 
which alarms ns all? What is die matter with you, 
my dear master? contind^ I, felling at his knees : 

-some secret sorrow preys uponyoui can'you hide 
it fixnn Santillane, whosezeal, discretion, and -fidelity 
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yoa have so often experienced ? WI17 am I eo im- 
hi^p7 BS to have lost ytnir confidence? 

Yoa Btill posMHs it, said Hi lordship : but I iniiat 
own, it is relnctantly th^ I dull rereal the rotgect 
of mj' distress; yet the importanities of sudiafiioid 
are iiresistibte. To no one else could I impart so 
stngnlar a confidence. Yes, I am the prey of a 
m(n4)id mclancboly which eats inwardly into my 
Titals '. a spectre haants me enay moment, arrayed 
in the most terrific form of preternatoral horror. In 
Twn have I argned with mysdf that it is a Tinm 
of the brain, an unreal moiiery : its contimial pre> 
sentments blast my sight, and imaeat my reason. 
11)00^ my nndertrtaoding teaches me, that in look- 
ing on this spectre I atare at Tacanty, my s^drits are 
too weak to derive comfort from the otrnvicticHi. 
IlinB mnch have yoa extorted from me ; now jn^c 
whether ^ cause of my melancdioly is fit to be di- 
Tolged. 

'With equal grief and astonishment did I listen to 
the strange confession, i^ch implied a total derange- 
ment of the nervous system. This, my lord, said 
I, must proceed &om ii^ucUdoos abstinence. So I 
tbon^t at first, answered he ; and to try the experi- 
ment, I have been eating nKini than nsnal for some 
days past ; bat it is all to no purpose ; the phantom 
takes his stand as usual. It will vanish, said I, if 
your excellency will only divert your mind by your 
accustomed relaxations w^ your hoosdifM. Com* 
pony and gentle occupation are the beet remedies fbr 
these affections of the spirits. 
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In a sluirt time after this cosvenation, his loid- 
■hq) became aerioiislj indisposed, and sect for two 
notaiies from Madrid, to make his will. Three 
capital physicians followed in tiieir track, who had 
the repntation of cmriog their patients now and then. 
As aooa as it was noised abont the castle that these 
last mtdatakers were arrived, the case was g^ven up 
for lost ; weeping and gnashing of teeth took place 
imiversallf, and the family mourning was ordered. 
Hiey brought with them their lunal nndersti^ipere, 
an apothecary and a surgeon.* The notaries were 
suffered to earn their fee first, after which, death's 
notaries prepared to take a bond of the patient. 
Hiey practised in the school of Sangrado, and firom 
their very fint consultation, ordered bleeding so 
freqoently and freely, that in six days they brought 
his hndahip to the point of death, and on the seventh 
delivered him from the terror of his sprite. 

After the minister's decease, a lively and sincere 
sorrow reigned in the castle of Loeches. The whole 
hoosehold wept bitterly. Far from deriving conso- 
lation from the certainty of being remembered in his 
will, there was not a dependant who would not 
willingly have saved his life .by the sacrifice of the 
legacy. As for me, whom he most delighted in, 

* Behind him tnea^ 

AfiothermMtal, not nnUke himself. 
Of Jugcm ttall, with temu nbacnM o'erchused, 
Apotbecnr odkd, wboK (ttid iwndi 
With pcnrer mefhintc, and with chaniu Hcanc, 
ApoUo, god of medldae, luti tndaeU. 

Bm&Nnoxi 

■ ■■■ >./ 
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itfti¥^wl to htm arl wm from dumtemted fiieiid- 
Anp, my grief was more acate than that of the xesL 
I qoeatuMt whether AittonU coat me more tean. 



CBAPTER XII. 

THE PMCSKDHTOS at TBt CASTIE OT LOXCBEa AFTSR mS 
LORBSBWa aSATB, AlIB THE COV/tSE WHICB BAETlLLitE 
ADOPTEIK 

Tub minuter, accotding to his last injunctioiu, 
•was buried widKmt pmnp and without procession in 
thecouTent, widi a dbge of our lamentations. After 
' the fimeral, Madame d*01iTarez called lu together to 
hear the will read, with which the housdiold had 
good reason to be satisfied. Every one had a 
legacy proportioned to his dum, and none lees than 
two thousand crowna : mine was the largest, amonnt- 
ing to ten thooaand pistoles, as a mark of hia slngil- 
lar regard. The hospitals- were not forgotten, and 
provision was made for an annual commemoration 
in sereral convents. 

Madame d'Olivares-eent all the hotisehold to Mt* 
drid to reoave theirlegaoies from Don Kaymond Ctt- 
poris, who had orders to pay them ; but I could not be 
of the par^, in consequence of a violent fever from 
distress of mind, which confined me to the castle fbr 
tnore than a week. During ibxt time, the reverend 
Dominican paid me all posaible attention.' Ha had 
conceived a friendship for me, which was not coo- 
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fined to my mkhAHj interests, kdA. -waa uixioiu to' 
know how I meant to dupoae of mjBelf on my r&<' 
toftxj,. I answered that I had not y^ made 1^ my 
mind iqwn the saiyect : there were momenta whoi- 
mj fedings BtnHigly prompted towsida a religious 
TOW. Fredona moments I ezdaimed the Dominican, 
70a will do well to pn^ by them. I adrise yoa as 
a finend to retire to our convent at Madrid, for 
example ; there to become a pious bene&ctor by the 
free ^ft of your whole if»tnne, and to die. in tha 
Uveiy of St. Dominic. Many very questioQable 
Christians have made amends for a life of sin by so 
holy an end. 

In tiie actual disposition of my mind, thia advice 
was not unpalatable ; and I promised to reflect upon 
it. But on consulting Scipio, who came to see me. 
immediately after the monlc, he treated the very 
notion aa the i^iantom of a distempered brain. For 
shame I said he ; does not your estate at Lirias offbr 
a more eligible seclusion ? If you were deligfited 
with it formeily, the oharm will be increased tenfi^ 
now that the lapse of years has moderated your sense 
of pleasure, and softened down your taste to the sinqde ' 
ly mnrit'g of nature. 

It was no difficult matter to operate a change in 
my inclinationB. My friend, said I, you carry it 
decidedly agunst the advocate of St. Dominic. We 
will' go book to Liriaa as soon as I am well enoo^^ 
to travel. This h^pened shortly ; for as the fevor 
sidMided, I soon felt myself suffidently strong to put 
ipy design in ejcwqtioni We went £rat to Madrid. 
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Tbo Hg^ of that cit;^ g«Tfl me fiv other senntiau 
than hetetofiyre. M I knew that almost Ha iHioIe 
populatioii held in horror the memoiy of a mioiatar 
of whom X idieriidicd the most afiectkmate Teniem> 
branoe, I cooU not fed at m^ ease irhhin its |ae- 
ciaota. M7 ataj vas thersfbre limited to five or ax 
daya, while Scipio waa makiiig the neoesaai^ ar> 
rang^anents for oar nutioalion. In the mean time, 
I waited on C^raria, and reoeired my l^acy in ready 
monc^. I likewise made mj arrangements with the 
recetvers for the regular remittance of my pensions, 
and settled all my a^rs in due order. 

The evening before our departure, I ashed the son 
of CoBcUna whether he had received his farewell 
&om Don Henry. Yes, answered be; we took 
leave of each other this morning with mutual civility.: 
he went Bo &r as to expvse his regret that I should 
quit him ; but howevK well satisfied he nu^t be 
with me, I am by no means so with him. Mnttal 
content is like a river, which moat have its banks on 
either mde. Beudes, Don Henry makes hut a piti- 
ful figure at court now ; he has fallen into utter 
coidenpt ; people pmnt at him with their finger in 
the streets, and call him a Genoese bastard. Judge, 
then, fiir yonzself, whether it is consistent wkh my 
character to keq> up the connection. 

We left Madrid one morning at sunrise, and went 
for Cnen^. The following was the order of our 
equipment: we two in a chaise and paw, three 
moles, laden with baggage and monqr, led by two 
groonu and two stoat fimtmen, well armed, in the 
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nv ; the grDoniB woro ssbiCB, tad tbe pcwtilioii had 
» pair of pistob in his holsten. As wa woe serea 
mea in all, and six of us dfltomined feUovs, I took 
the road gayly, without trembling for my ie^Ky. 
Jn the TiUagea throt^ which we passed oar mules 
chimed thoir bells merrily^ and tlm peasantB ran to 
^idr dcxira to sea lu pass, Bupposing it to be at least 
the parade of some nobleuuui goiug to take possee- 
flioD of eoni« Tioeco^alt^, 



CSAFTES SIU, 

for ufraur or an. atAa to bis skat, ma jot at mn- 
aa BIB ooBDAuaarxx bskapbixa MAXxuoMAau, ajto 
ma own ascoBo testure in the lottert or lots. 

Wb were a foitni^ on our joomey to Liiias, 
having no occasion to make rapid stages. The si^t 
of my own domain brought melancholy thoo^ts into 
my mind, with the image of my lost Antonia ; but 
better topics of reflection came to my aid, with a fidl 
purpose to look at tilings on tlie bri^ter side, and 
the Xxfia of two-and-twenty years, which had gradu- 
ally impaired tlie fiiroe of tender regret. 

As soon as I entered the castle, Beatrice and her 
dwnght^^ greeted me nwwt cordially, while tbe fionily 
scene was interesting in the extreme. "When their 
mntual transports were orer, I looked earnestly at 
my goddaughter, saying. Can tfiis be the Senqdiina 
whcMnlleftinhercndle? Howtall and pretty! We 
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miut make's good nu£Qb fin- bar.' Wbatl niydetf 

godfiid»*, crisd my Jitde ^1, with aa enchanting 
bhiah,' joa- have but just seen me, and do yoa want 
to get rid of me at onoeP- Xo, my lovely diild, te* 
plied I, we-lu^ not to kwe you by marriage, -Imt 
to find a husband fi>r yoaln the Afflg^iboriiood. 

Hiere ia one ready to your hands, said Beatrioe. 
Senqihina made 9 copqaest one day at mass. Her 
suitor has declared his paaskgi, v>d- aal^ my con-- 
sent. I told him that his acceptance dq>eDded on 
her fitth^ and her god&ther ; and here you are to 
detennine for yourselves. 

What is die character of this village lordling ? said 
Scipio. Is he not, like his fellows, the little tyrant 
of tlte soil, and inedent to those who have so pedi- 
gree to boaet? The ibrtbest from it in the worid, 
answered Beatrice ; the young man is gentle in his 
temped and polished in his mannen; handsomewith- 
al, and someiriiat under thirty. . You jmnt him in 
flattering colors, taid I to Beafiioe; what ia hi> 
name ? Don Juan de Jutella, replied Scipio's wife : 
it is, not limg since he came to hia inheritanoe : he 
Uvea on his own estate, about a mile off* frith a 
younger aiater, of whom he takes care. I onoe knew 
something of his &mily, obaetred I ; it is one tS 
the beet in Valencia. I oxfi less for lineage, cried 
Scipio, than for the qualitiea of the heart and mind ; 
this Bon Juan will csactly suit us, if he is a good 
sort of man. He is belied else, sud Sccapluna, 
with a Uushing interest in our oouvasation ; the 
inhabitants of Liiias, who know him well, say all. 
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tlie good of him you can conceive. I smiled at this ; 
and her fkther, not lees quick-aighted, saw plainly 
that her heart had a share in the testimony of her 
tongue. 

The gentleman soon heard of our arrival, and paid 
his respects to ua within two days. His address was 
pleasing and manly, so as to prepoflsess ua in his 
&T0r. He affected merely to welcome ua home aa a 
neighbor. Our reception was such as not to dis- 
course the repetition of his visit ; hut not a wotd 
of Sw^>hina 1 When he was gone, Beatrice asked 
lis how we liked him. We could have no objectios 
to nuike, and gave it aa our opinion that Seraphina 
could not dispose of herself better. 

The next day, Scipio and I returned tlie visit. 
We took a guide, and luckily ; for otherwise itmi^t 
have puzzled ua to find the place. It waa not till 
our actual arrival that it was visible ; for the man- 
sion waa situated at the foot of a mountain, in the 
middle of a wood, whose lofty trees hid it from our 
view. There waa an antique and ruinous appear- 
ance about it, which apoke more for the descent than 
the wealth of its proprietor. On our entrance, how- 
ever, Uie elegance of tiie interior arrangement mad» 
amends for the dilapidated grandeur of the outer 
walla. 

Don Juan received ua in a handsome room, where 
he introduced his sister Dorothea, a kdy between 
nineteen and twenfy years of age. She vrae a good 
deal tricked out, as if she had primed and loaded 
herself for conquest, in expectation of our vint. 
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Tbaa ^^eenting ftll her clianiu in fiill force, abe did 
1^ me mucb u Antoou had dooe before ; but I 
HMD^ed my nptures bo discreetly, tliat even S(^;ao 
had no Bnspksioa. Our coiiTersation turned, m oo 
the preceding day, on the mutual pleasure <j£ good 
neighborhood. Sdll be did not t^ian on the autgect 
o{ S^nphina, sor did we ottoapt to draw him oat. 
Daring our interview, I i^ten out a aide ^ance at 
Dorothea, thou^ with all the reserve of deUcate 
i^fiiehienaioo i whenever oor eyes vu^ the citadd 
of my heart was ready to surrender. To deectibe 
Haa ot^eot of my love justly, as well as feelingly, hgr 
beauty was not of the most perfect kind : her akin 
was of a dazzling wtuteness, and her lips uaital the 
coIot with the fragrance o£ the rose ; but her features 
wwe not so regular and well proportioned as mi{^ 
have been wiihed: yet, altogether, she wob my 
heart. 

In ^ort, I left the mannoD of Jutella a diffivent 
DHB &«n what I was «i entering it : so that, re- 
tusHBg to larias with my whole soul abeorbed i» 
Dorothea, I saw and ^loke oaly of her. £kw is 
tins, master? said Scipio with a Look oi astonisb- 
ment : you seem to be very nueh taken with Don 
Juaa's sister 1 Can you be in lovewilh her? Yes, 
my friend, answered I : to my shame be it spoken. 
Siaoa the death of Antonia, how many lovely fesnales 
ham paas«i in review befora me with iadiiar«noeI 
mi mast my passioBS be inaaistiUy kiodlad at this 
tkae «f life ? Indeed* sir, lepbed th* sen of Cos- 
clina, yo« mi^ Uess year starsv instead of Mpiah- 
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bling Tritli yourself: you are not go old u to make 
your sacrifice at the thiine of lore a by-word ; and 
time haa not yet plou^ed »ud» finrowa on your 
brow aa to reDder hopeless die desire of pleasing. 
When yoa see Don Jnan next, ask him boldly for 
hiB sister; he cannot refhse her to yon ; and besides, 
if his views in her setdement are ambitious, how 
can he do better ? You hare a pirtent of nobility in 
your podret, end upon that your posteri^ may ride 
easy ; after fire generations, when pedigree herself 
ahidl be lost in the confiision of her materials, it may 
exerdse the diligence of leuned inquiry to trace (he 
ftmily of the Santillanes to the beginning of its 
archives, and coneecntte the fame of its fbunder by 
the indiatinctneaa of his etoiy. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

A MOOBIK MdKRlAtX, AND TBS COSCLUBIOS OF TBI BiaTOZT. 

Br this disooorae, Sdpio encouraged me to de- 
clare myself, without oonsideriiig how he exposed 
me to the danger of a reflisal. My own resolodoa 
was taken with iear and tremUing. 1%ough I carried 
my years well, and might have sunk at least ten, it 
did not seem unlikely that a young beauty might 
turn t^ her nose at the disparity. I deturoined, 
howerer, to bolt the questi(Mi the first time I saw her 
brother, who was not without his treptdatione on the 
subject of my goddaughter. 
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He returned my call tlie next monung, just u I 
had done dreseing. Signor de SaotilUiie, eaid he; 
I wish to speak wiUi yon on mme aerions busmcM. 
I took him into 1117 closet, where entering on the 
subject at once, I imagine, continaed he, that 70a 
are not unacquainted with the purpose of my visit : 
I love Serapbina ; you are all in all with her fiither ; 
I must request you therefore to intercede and procure 
for me the accomplishment of my heart's desire ; then 
shall I have to thank you for the prime bliss of my 
existence. Signor Don Juan, answered I, as you 
oome to the point at once, you can have no objection 
to my following your example : My good offices are 
fiilly at your service, and I shall hope for yours with 
your sister in return. 

X>on Juan was agreeably surprised. Can it be 
possible, exclumed he, that Dorothea should have 
made a conquest of your heart since yesterday ? It 
is even so, said I, and it would make me the lumpi- 
est of men if the proposal should meet with your 
joint approbation. You may rely on that, replied 
he ; though with some pretensions to family pride, 
yours is not an alliance to be .despised. You flatter 
me highly, rejoined I; that you are not mealy- 
mouthed about receiving a commoner into your pedi- 
gree is a mark of good sense ; but even if nobili- 
ty had been a necessary ingredient in your aiBter's 
requisites for a husband, we should not have quar- 
relled on that account. I have worked out twen^ 
years in the trammels of offioe ; and the king, as a 
reward of my long labors, has granted me a patent 
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of nobUity. Thia hi^-mmded gentlemtua read my 
credential8 over with extreme eatia&ction, trad r&- 
tiirwirig them, told me that Dorothea wae mine. 
And Heraphina yomrs, excUimed I. 

Thus were the two marriages agreed on betweoi 
ua. The coneent of the intended brides was all that 
remained ; for we neither of us presmned to control 
the inclinations of our wards. My friend therefore 
carried home my proposal to his sister, and I called 
Scipio, Beatrice, and mj goddaughter together, for 
the purpose of laying open a nmilar project. Bea^ 
trice TOted loudly for immediate acceptance, and 
Senqihina ail^tly. Tlie &ther did not say much 
against it, hot boggled a little at the fortune he 
must give to a gentleman whose seat required such 
immediate and extensive repurs. I stopped Scipio's 
mouth by telling him that was my concern, and that 
I should contribute four tfaouaaud pistoles to the 
architect's estimate. 

In the evening, Don Juan came again. Your 
business is going swimmingly, said I ; pray heaven 
mine may promise as fairly. Better it cannot, an- 
swered he ; my influence was quite unnecessary to 
previul with Dorothea; your person had made its 
impression, and your manBers pleased her. You 
were a&aid she might not like you ; while shct with 
more reason, having nothing to offer you but her 
heart utd hand . . . What would she offer more? 
interrupted I, out of my wits with joy. Since the 
lovely Dorothea can think of me without repugnance, 
I ask no more : my fortune is ample, and the pos- 
n of her is the only dowry I should value. 
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Don JuA& and mjBelf, higUy deUgfated at haring 
Iwougfat our views to bear ao aoon, were for haaten- 
ing our nnptiala, and catting off all auperfiuona cera- 
moniea. I cloaeted the gentleman with Seraphina's 
paraota ; tfaa aettlementa were aooo agreed on, and 
be took hia leave, pr(»meiiig to nXara. next da^ with 
Dorothea. My eager deaire of appealing agreeaUa 
in that Udy's eyes oocasioced me to spend three 
boars at least in adjuating mj dress, and conmioni- 
cating the air of « lover to my pe»on ; but I cmild 
not do it 80 much to my mind as in my younger 
days. Hie pre^rarataona for courtship are a pleasure 
to a young nun, but a serious business and hazard- 
ooB specolatioa to rate who is bcf;innii^ to be fddish. 
And yet it turned out bettcar dtan my hopes or de- 
serts ; for Don Juan's sister leoetved me so gracious- 
ly as to put me in good humor with m^df. I was 
charmed with the turn of her mind, and foreboded 
that, with discreet management and mudi deference, 
I might really get her to like me as well as anybody 
dse. Full of this sweet hope, I sent for the law- 
yers to draw up the two contracts, and for the der^ 
gyman of IVtema to bring us better acquainted 



Thus did I light the torch of Hymen for the aeo- 
ond time, and it did not bum blue with the brim- 
stone of repentance. Dorothea, lik a viitnous wife, 
made a pleasure of her duty ; in gratitude for the 
puns I took to anticipate all her wishes, she soon 
loved me as well as if I had been younger. . Dtm 
Juan and my goddaughter were most enthusiaatio in 
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their mutual ardor ; and what was most unprece- 
dented of all, the two suteis-in-law loved one another 
slncerelj. Don Juan was a man m whom all good 
qualities met : my esteem for him increased dail^, 
and he did not repay it with ingradtude. In short, 
we were a happy and united family : we could 
scarcely bear the interval of separation between 
evening and morning. Ow time was divided be- 
tween Liriaa and Jutella: his excellency's pistoles 
made tbe old battl^nents to raise their heads again, 
and the castle to resume its lordly port. 

For these three yean, reader, I have led a liie of 
nnmixed bliss in this beloved society. To perfect 
my satisfaction, heaven has deigned to send me two 
smiling babes, whose education will be the amuse- 
ment of my declining years ; and if ever husband 
might venture to hazard SO bold an hypothesis, I 
devoutly bdieve myself tiieir &tber. 



^d by Google 



,db, Google 



)o, Google 



,db, Google 



,db, Google 



,db, Google 



,db, Google 



,db, Google 



,db, Google 



